Friday, 1 October 2021

Title: “What's before ‘Seek Ye First' ?”
By: Ps Cheng Cheung
Matthew 6: 19-34

In Matthew 6, Jesus mentions two big temptations we all face as believers that
distract us and draw us away from the intimacy that we can have in our relationship
with God the Father. The first temptation is to behave religiously, performing
hypocritical works to receive the praise of man instead of doing them in secret in
the Father's presence. The second, very simply, is to succumb to the temptation of
seeking and accumulating treasure on earth. Both distract us from what truly
matters - our relationship with our heavenly Father. Coincidently, the fact that in
this chapter alone, Jesus mentions the term “your (Heavenly) Father” 11 times,
drives home the point that we should always seek to live our lives on a higher
plane.

Have you heard someone say, “Wherever your heart is, your money will be. Invest
your heart in something and you'll put your money there. Focus on getting your
heart right and then you'll get your finances right.”? Frankly, that is what some of us
think the Bible teaches. We think it says, “Where your heart is, there your treasure
will be.” Right?

No. Jesus said exactly the opposite. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also...(v. 21).

This is the reality: Our direction in life follows our heart which follows our
“treasures.” Where you invest your time, money, energy, and ambition will direct
your heart, the control panel, the executive function of your life. You and | are more
influenced by what we are holding onto, what we hold dear, what gives us security,
what we treasure, than anything else.

Jesus’ point is not “You tend to put your money into things that matter to you,” but,
“the possessions you own will change you so that you care more about them than
about other things.” Therefore, treat with caution not only what you already own
but choose carefully what your eyes (hence the reference to healthy eyes being the
lamp of the body) cast their gaze upon and desire to own. For you will inevitably
begin to value and protect these things once in your possession, to the potential
detriment of everything else.



We may call this the “Treasure Principle,” namely, that treasure transforms. Those
who invest their deepest treasure in the things of this world will find they are no
longer serving God but money (v 24). That can lead to anxiety coming from the
uncertainties of money (v 25-34).

In the last verse before Jesus summarizes, He sets up the tension around the
lordship question, suspended, as it were, between two magnetic poles which may
pull at us — two “masters.” These two “poles” are the heavenly and the earthly: that
which is of God, or that which is not. Then Jesus puts it squarely to us - You cannot
serve God and wealth (mammon).

What is of particular interest in chapter 6 is the way in which Jesus defines that
tension; it is a question of worry. Worry, about one’s life, or food and drink, or
clothing, worry about the bottom line that comes with those things, about having
enough or not having enough. This can threaten to separate us from God. Worry
about money keeps us from God. This may take many forms — too much time
earning, too much time managing, too much time spent on the spendable, too
much fretting over what is enough and even what to do with what one has, whether
| have enough for every contingency, will the market crash? But in each case worry
keeps us from right relationship with our Heavenly Father.

In the face of this tension, Jesus makes an accusation: “You of little faith,” he calls
the worriers. The accusation is that trust is lacking, reliance on God is taken away
and held in one’s hand as one's own.

In the context of all this, Jesus’ concluding remarks make complete sense
“Therefore, | tell you, do not worry about your life . . . But seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

My Prayer today

Heavenly Father, forgive me that | have spent time on and been distracted by my
treasures. Help me re-focus my energies on the things of the Kingdom.

Also, forgive me my sin of worry and of self-reliance. Help me trust You for all the
details of my life. In Jesus’ Name. Amen
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Saturday, 2 October 2021

Title: The Bumps Are What We Climb On

By: Wong Yoke Ming

2 Timothy 4.7

“I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.”

As the Apostle Paul neared the end of his days on earth, he raised up two spiritual
sons - Timothy (in Ephesus) and Titus (in Crete). In his last letter to Timothy, he
wrote the above.

Paul was now in a Roman prison, probably awaiting execution, however he wrote
not with fear and trepidation but with assurance, hence giving encouragement to
Timothy. Confidently, Paul looked in three directions in bearing witness.

First, he looked around him and saw what he had built in his ministry - the
churches that he had planted in Asia, the spiritual sons that he had raised up to
continue his legacy, and the groundwork that he was leaving behind for Timothy -
his ‘good fight'.

He saw not his own impending execution, for which he was ready, instead his own
sacrifice for the glory of the Lord. He wrote that the time of his departure was at
hand - he did not use the word “death.” He wrote as a soldier striking his tent from
a battlefield campaign and departing to permanent and glorious new quarters. He
reminded Timothy (and us) that our ‘tent’ (our mortal bodies while on this earth)
was merely a temporary shelter. Our ‘home’ will be our home in eternity.

Secondly, he looked back at his journey in ministry. Had he had an easy journey? Of
course not! He was imprisoned; he was beaten; he was shipwrecked and bitten by
poisonous snakes. He faced insults, resistance from his own people - he did not
have a straight path. The race that Paul ran was not easy - it was full of rocks and
stones and bumps along the way. But someone once wrote, “The bumps are what
we climb on.” An uneven path filled with ‘bumps,’ but the ‘bumps’ had been “steps
upwards.” It had not been a smooth journey - he had fought the good fight against
worldly ways, satanic provocations and now, he faced Rome, his final adversary.
The Lord had always seen him through; and he had written to the church in
Philippi, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13) - he had
finished the race.

He had warned Timothy to be vigilant, for ‘the time is coming,’ when many shall
depart from the faith, drawn away by myths and fables and other falsehoods. Paul
looked around, he looked back and he also looked ahead to the crown of



righteousness - he kept his faith. “Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day,
and not only to me but also to all who had loved his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:8)

The peace in our hearts, once we know that our eternal future has been secured is
incomparable. So, Paul could write to Timothy with such confidence and such
assurance. Looking back, he had no regret; looking round, he had no fear; and
looking ahead, he had no doubt because he trusted in Jesus Christ.

Now we carry that mantle as people with Christ's Name - as Christ ians. Do we have
the “three looks” that Paul had?

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, like Paul, we run a race. We commit our own race into Your Hands as
Paul did with his, and we pray that we too will run our race without regret, without
fear and without doubt. Praying in Your Name. Amen.
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Sunday, 3 October 2021

Title: The Good Life

By Elder Bryan Lee. Z=E5[&.

Matt 6:19-21,24

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money.

At the recent Wimbledon 2021, the packed crowd gave a standing ovation not to
the players but to Sarah Gilbert. Many may not know of scientist Sarah Gilbert, who
sacrificed making millions to help save millions of lives around the world with the
AstraZeneca vaccine.

Oxford University's Dr Gilbert created the covid vaccine with her team but refused
to patent it or profit from it.

“As the individual who invented the vaccine which is so much needed now, | could
have raked in a huge profit. | rejected to patent the vaccine apart from earning
some royalty for the hard work,” she said. She did not want to file a full patent as
she wanted to share the intellectual benefits with whoever can produce their own
vaccine in particular poorer countries.(Star paper 21/7/21)

Dame Sarah Gilbert could have become a very very wealthy person.

Is there anything wrong with having wealth? No, but the Bible also warns us about
the dangers of chasing after wealth and that the love of money is the root of all
kinds of evil (1 Tim 6:9,10).

Jesus says we should be storing up treasures in heaven.

So where have we been investing our treasures?

Jesus says where your treasure is there will be your heart also.

When we live sacrificially for Jesus’ sake or serve Him by serving the body of Christ,
we store up treasures in heaven.

Christians who do not treat money as an idol are a blessing to many. They start
charities, contribute to help orphans and widows, and keep their local churches
financially stable. Without generous financial support from the body of Christ, many
missionaries could not serve on the field and the wheels of evangelism will grind to
a halt.



However, we must be wise not to use our limited life on earth to chase unlimited
money and have no time for God. This is akin to using our health to chase for
wealth. Many people after achieving wealth at the expense of health, found out
much too late that time has run out. What we thought would be a good life turned
out to be an illusion.

One person was Dr Richard Teo of Singapore. He died at the young age of 40 after
losing his battle to lung cancer in October 2012. He was a very successful plastic
surgeon and he had everything by the time he was in his 30s: wealth measured in
millions of dollars, a thriving aesthetics practice, sports cars, houses and land.

Treasures on earth can inflate our ego to the point of shameless arrogance. And so
he challenged his church going friends who were trying hard to get him back to
church.

“If God really wanted me to come back to church, He will give me a sign.”

Three weeks later out of the blues, Dr Teo who was a gym freak found out he had
terminal cancer. Realising the folly of chasing after wealth he dedicated the few
remaining months of his life on earth to become God's messenger to encourage
and exhort people he met to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness (Matt
6:33), for what matters finally is where you lay you treasure (Matt 6:20).

The apostle Paul wrote to his disciple Timothy and said “As for the rich in this
present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to

enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future,
so that they may take hold of that which is truly life."(1 Tim 6:17-19)

And so the good life is a life of generous sharing and sacrificial giving for the sake of
the kingdom of God.

Prayer

Lord, teach us the secret of living this good life. Teach us to generously give our
time, treasure and talent for the sake of the kingdom and in doing so lay up
treasures in heaven. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Monday, 4th October 2021

KEEP PRESSING ON!

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Philippians 3: 12-14 “Not that | have already attained all this, or have already been
made perfect .... | press on toward the goal.”

Many years ago, a promising Greek artist named Timanthes was under the
instruction of a well-known tutor. After several years, the young painter created an
exquisite portrait. He was so thrilled with what he had painted that he sat day after
day gazing at his work.

One morning, however, he was horrified to discover that his teacher had
deliberately ruined his painting. Angry and in tears, Timanthes ran to him and
asked why he had destroyed his cherished possession. The wise man replied “I did
it for your own good. That painting was retarding your progress. It was an excellent
piece of art, but it was not perfect. Start again and see if you can do even better.”
The student took his advice and produced a masterpiece called “Sacrifice of
Iphigenia”, regarded by some as one of the finest paintings of antiquity.

God never wants us to be content with our accomplishments, no matter how great
those may be, like Timanthes admiring his first painting. He wants us to reach even
greater plateaus of service and Christlikeness. Paul recognized this, for even though
he was a godly man and had accomplished much, he admitted that he still needed
to advance in holiness (Phil. 3: 12-14).

We should never be satisfied with our spiritual attainments no matter how great
those may be, but rather work even harder while we still can. When Paul says
“Forgetting what is behind...” he was reminding us not to let our successes or
failures of yesteryears prevent us from pressing on. Paul had tons of successes:
having written almost half of the New Testament, went on three missionary
journeys, planted many churches along the way, brought many to the Lord and
performed many miracles of healing the sick and casting out demons, and yet he
humbly said “Not that | have already obtained all this, or have been made perfect,
but | press on...".

One time, a former Church leader told me how, in his younger days having started
a church, he went from house to house giving out tracts and got chased and bitten
by dogs - he even showed me where the dogs had bitten him! He believed he had
done his share and now he can rest while the younger ones take over. He has let
his former success prevent him for pressing on.



Paul too had his failures but again that did not prevent him from pressing on. He
looked after the clothes of those who stoned Stephen to death (Acts 7: 58) and then
he began to destroy the church by going from house to house, dragging off men
and women and putting them in prison (Acts 8: 3) and he was breathing out
murderous threats to the Lord'’s disciples (Acts 9: 1) until he met our Lord on the
road to Damascus (Acts 9). These failures before he met the Lord must have
propelled him to press on even harder instead of hindering him.

After he became a Christian, he probably suffered more than many of the other
apostles - he was frequently in prison, flogged 39 lashes 5 times, exposed to death
again and again, 3 times beaten with rods, once was stoned, 3 times shipwrecked,
spent a night and a day at sea, constantly on the move and in danger from rivers,
bandits, his own countrymen, Gentiles, in the city, country, at sea and from false
brothers (2 Cor 11: 23-28). He didn't let those hardships and “failures” prevent him
from pressing on but rather that energized him to press on.

Some former church leaders and even Pastors who had failed or been hurt once or
twice in the ministry would stop serving altogether, and may even leave the Church
or God, but not Paul. Through successes or failures, he kept pressing on. Brothers
and sisters, never let our former successes or failures prevent us from pressing on
“toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called us heavenward in Christ
Jesus”. (v 14).

When you've reached a plateau,

And your strength’s almost gone,

But the Lord still says, “Go”,

That's the time to press on. - Hess

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for reminding us that no matter what happens in our
life, you will always be there for us. For you have promised that you will never leave
us nor forsake us. Help us not to be proud and satisfied with our “successes” that
we stop serving you nor be discouraged when we meet with our “failures”. Help us
to continue to serve you until you call us home. In your precious name we pray
AMEN.
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Tuesday, 5 October 2021

Title: Why Christians And The Church Should Fast

By: Stephen Wong

Text: Acts 13:1-3

“Now there were prophets and teachers at Antioch, in the church that was there:
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were serving the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set Barnabas and Saul apart for Me for the work to
which | have called them.’ Then, when they had fasted, prayed, and laid their hands
on them, they sent them away.”

About 20 years ago, | was invited to join a Christian NGO to start a new ministry of
supporting pastors and missionaries who were either in retirement or about to
retire, because it was recognized that there was a deep financial need amongst
Christian workers in both the urban and rural setting. | was very enthusiastic about
this matter. After a few months, we entered a phase where things were not moving
well. In my naivete, | suggested that we fast and pray for the project as | sensed that
we were doing things like any commercial setting. There were pastors in the team
but fasting and prayers seemed far from us, as we spent countless hours trying to
raise funds and to prepare the guidelines for using these funds. The Head of the
Committee shot down the idea of fasting and prayers as it was deemed
unnecessary. Prayer and fasting may well be the last thing in our minds as we did
the Lord’s work in a most flesh-like way at that time

Why should we fast and pray?

In the first instance, fasting is not a spiritual practice monopolized by Pentecostal or
charismatic church friends. Our Lord Jesus Christ taught about fasting, in His
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 6. Fasting was a valid spiritual discipline
in both the Old and the New Testament. Our Lord told us that we need to be
mindful and understand that fasting is a personal discipline, and not be put on
display for others with our “woeful” appearance. Fast by all means, but let it be a
secret between you and God. But then, is fasting a part of our walk with God today?
Jesus said in Mark 2:19-20 “Jesus answered, ‘How can the guests of the Bridegroom
fast while he is with them? They cannot, as long as they have him with them. But
the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them and on that day
they will fast.” As it is, fasting is no longer common in our Christian life despite the
Word of the Lord.



In Acts 13:1-3, before choosing and sending out missionaries among the Gentiles,
the church fasted and worshiped the Lord, and the Holy Spirit spoke to the leaders
that Barnabas and Saul were to be chosen for the mission ahead. It was a public
fast where the church joined together to fast and worship the Lord before He
opened their hearts and convicted them to pick Barnabas and Saul. Somehow,
fasting and worship improves our sensitivity to God’s guidance and leadership as
we make decisions together as a community. Are we receptive to consider a
church-wide call to fast and pray, from time to time, so that we may gain wisdom
and direction from the Holy Spirit in all things that concern the work of the Lord
and the lives of our members?

Ezra proclaimed a public fast to seek the Lord’s face and to humble the Israelites
and himself before God as they sought a safe journey back to Jerusalem in the re-
building of the temple. The Israelites had perilous times and the Lord had shown
His faithfulness when the leaders and the people sought Him with fasting and
prayers. The Lord granted safe passage to the Israelites with their children,
possessions, gold and silver for the temple, bearing in mind that the journey was
dangerous and marked with challenges from bandits and other environmental
elements (Ezra 8:21-23). As we enter a new phase of the Covid19 pandemic, are we
fasting and persevering in prayer for the end of this pandemic? Malaysia might face
a fresh surge of the covid infections in the future, like in the UK and USA are
experiencing. Are we fasting and praying for wisdom to re-start our physical
worship services at the right time? Please do not misunderstand. | am an advocate
for an early return to the physical worship services but | reckon we need to change
our approach in making decisions together as a Body of Christ.

Anna, the prophetess spent much of her life as a widow. She stayed in the temple
for most of her life to fast, pray and worship God. One day, her personal devotion
to God bore fruit and she saw the baby Lord Jesus (Luke 2:36-38) just as the devout
Simeon did earlier.

And in 1 Samuel 7:6, when the prophet Samuel called for a public fast and
confession of the sins of Israel, it was well participated as the people recognized the
depth of their wickedness and the propensity to sin. Fasting is crucial in dealing
with sin in our lives, because sinning is both the old and new normal whatever
pandemic might come and go. Fasting and confession brings this matter seriously
before the altar of God as we learn to hunger and thirst after righteousness, and
seek freedom from the sins that grip us and our children.



Above all, we can do a church-wide fast where we learn to partner each other and
intercede for the current and future decisions that we must make. In fasting and
prayer, we can draw encouragement from Ecc 4: 9 “Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their labour.” Group fasting is a deep
encouragement for us to draw strength from one another in seeking the Lord.
There is much we can do through fasting. We will continue to be imperfect in what
we do. But how about taking a first step into a spiritual journey with our leaders
where we choose to experience hunger purposefully, and seek God for His answers
and help to breakdown some of the fortresses of sin and unforgiveness in our
church and families, or perhaps a new way of fulfilling the 5 fold mission of God for
Pantai Baptist Church? You will be surprised by what the Lord will do as we seek
and trust Him with all our hearts using fasting and prayer as a channel of seeking
His favour. Let fasting be really fasting as we learn to test the limits of our
endurance to go without food, as we seek God's favour and answers to our prayers.

Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus, Thank You for Your words of encouragement and teaching about
fasting and prayers. We have come so far together as a church over the last 64
years, and experienced the ups and downs of a community of believers that is weak
but yet dear to You. Help us not to live for the momentary pleasures of our time
but help us to seek first Your Kingdom and Your righteousness. And we pray that
the church shall continue to seek Your favour through fervent fasting and prayer so
that Your will be done in our church and our nation. In Your precious name we
pray. Amen



HRREHS

FHRIR

2Hi—, 2021 FF10 B 5H

Pl S IEEEISMENIZEE

17E: HEEREHBT

BE: PRESEIEK

23 (ERETIE 13:1-3

"ERERNEET, BIUSCATED, MEREE, MMRITFRERIFEE, HFEAR
X, SPHZERRERFNES, AR5, MIEFEE, FariR, ERiK, BAED
IKEBEEMET, XMERBMIIFENTL. TRE|RS, BRFEMILLE, »iFlkitt(]
7.

R4 20 Fa, FHWEBIMA—IEELAERRARR, AER—MHEL, XFEE
BABRMSRARIPFIEZR L, FAAIEIRE, LTEEERmERRT, EEHTF
HEBRANZFFK. HAFBRRTXHE. JITRRE, HIIENT— P EEARIIFIAY
BrER. RERAMIBENBIZERHAXIBNTHE, EARTERIELIAELRIG
SEFSEE. BNPERIT, ER(TEERERERES, BIEK 7 RHRIREN
EEERE, FHESEAXERENES. EREEFDRTERTHIIERN, ROXHK
INNEIRBVER. S, ERMTHRTEERINI=EEEENE, FABRNUREA
PRESTS U T EFRYTAF,

HAI A 2B E R TEIE?

B, FRAFELITIRERBIRNBSIHRRERNERIEN. BAIRWEHGRESE
SAEEEAENELSIFHSTER, FRERGMFOTHEEINRRES. &K
MIESFRA], HNFEBOHBPAERENTARES, FELFIR & SRR
b AR EATLIEER, (BiLEmAGHI EFBZERIMWE. AN, E'eERNSKE LT
EITH—BRDIB? SRIfEE 2:19-20 icH: "BRERXSMbIE, FHERFIPEHZ ARTERIRS
ik, PBEHEZASBERERYE? FREERE, MMMFERER. EBRFBE, FEREEFHEA],
BEMEMNMERER., "HL, RERERNEE, EREHNEEFNEEFEAFENR
g



EfEITIE 13:1-3, TEHRGEMEREHRIZIMNBARZH], B2FHFEE. ERRER, =
REFTH(], ERGEEEEMEAZRATRIENESD. XER—REFNIER, HERE
E—EERESE, ARMFIFMEI00, iHIPhEEZEMET, EEMER L, &K
IWEA— 1 EHA—EMERIER, FRFFESHII LHRVES FISSHERE. HiE
DEZEHSANNERFTHENSE, UEBRNE—ISENITFNEENETE RS
B, EBRENZERIXEEZFES?

DR ESEARER|US R EFNE, AEUBFIAMEESELFERRECD, fi]
kL eIREEPEEICEEER. U ALBDIITNINZ, STHARUERESS
SKEBFOSERT, ERFNSEZ BAbAYSSE. LHRGTIABSIAFTEMNNEF. WIFHIERR
SR, TERKE, BICEXRBERXEAY, BRERENEMMIMEREZFAIIS (LR
I 8:21-23), EBATENFBIBK AT TN ERZIR, BIIREERFHHFETRXIHK
FATRIER? SRR HImHERERaUF— R, JGREMEEEE
ZHRI—R. BAIREERFHTKER, UEEESRHMREFNFRIINTRARE? B
AERE. RFHFRARESEE, BHAARNFESCZERAAWEAEENSF—lE
HIREERI 7520,

TE, XN, —EFRAROHEHESRE. WEETIER, UERIIHREER
REFLF., —X, X EHROSMEBSHRSL Y, AR TR LEERERESINES 2:36-
38), IEANSCRIFERAIFE—F.

ERBEICE 7:6, SJSAIRMEEFITFLIGS AEREGFHAIER, AIEBRARIS
B, EAEIAOREE CRIFEEREMICTERIME. ERECERIETPRITEEAIR
#, RATCARTHMERE, LHREBRHAIMIBENES. SRNENBRXIL, HF
KM ERA IS T2 FRIFEEPIRIGEHRT, ER/MASBREXEE N EwE_ EFHAIS
1=A,

REER, BTSN — I EHSMNER, FIMULEE, ARSI
EHRYRENE. EERMEST, BITTLUIMMEED 4:9 PERIER: “FPAR—
PAF, BAZAGREISEIFINIRNY. " REERE—MRZER, FRIESHKE
ROEREPRICKENE, BEER, HMTLUHRSEE. BIIBAERIFTHaIE
BLATEE. B, iBIIMNBRIATH—EE ERR ZIRE—F, BiIEFEEaM
2R, SKEFHNER, FEESRIIMNESNREFTRI—LIETNAROER, 5



X E— MRS Kl LR ENRRE SRR EfR? SHNUSERTHEATKE
HRBIRE, FMN2OERIRNEEW, BSRFTEMEI—. iLERA
HIFRERIE, SJFMNUHB CAHEINZMIRE, SHIISK EFRREFEINFA]
RYHTH5RT.

tHeS

FaAIEHER, NEXREREGSHEMIINS, BAREHR. EYER 64 F8, BiHE
AT He—ERETBAIR, ZHT—MEERHARIRERI, XPBHAZEREERT, 8%
IRRIRARFZAT. KRB ABRERNE RIS, (B EIBAISS RARAIEMRAT
X, BAWTKRESBREEIETNERTERSRTHERR, ERNERERIINES
MBAINERELSLI. FFRERAIBFTE. Bl



Wednesday, 06 October 2021

Title: The Cost to Follow Jesus

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” - Luke 9:57-58

There was this person in the story who said to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you
g0.” However, Jesus’ response to him is startling to us. Jesus does not simply accept
that person who says he wants to follow Jesus. Jesus told him what is involved in
following Him. Following Jesus is not just simply saying that you want to follow but
there is commitment and sacrifice required to follow Jesus.

This man says that he will follow Jesus everywhere He goes. Jesus immediately
challenges this man that true disciples will need to follow Him wherever He goes,
regardless of the inconvenience or sacrifice. Jesus is warning him that following
Jesus is not easy. We have to put Jesus before our comfort, our convenience, our
job, our family, and our needs. We are following what He commanded us to do and
where to go - “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew
6:33a). The path of discipleship is not an easy one. It is the best path for our life but
it is not comfortable or convenient.

Jesus shows us that all these other situations, duties, and demands in life cannot
come into conflict with following Jesus. The old way of doing things is over and we
should have new priorities. We cannot think that we can keep the same schedule
and same priorities after coming to Jesus. The point is that these other obligations
and duties we have in life are not more important than following Jesus. We think we
have these golden excuses for our Lord. | had to work. | had school. | had sports. |
have family. | have to get up early. | have to stay out late. We let all of these other
circumstances and obligations in life prevent us from following Jesus the way he
demands us to follow him. Jesus does not accept even our best excuse. | know this
sounds harsh but the reason it sounds harsh is because we do not understand the
demands of discipleship. Jesus already taught that anyone who wants to follow him
must deny himself and take up the cross daily. We are dead to our old way of living.
All the things in life that are so important and hinder us from following Jesus should
subjugate so that we will follow Jesus.

When we accepted Him as our Lord and Savior, we committed and accepted the
cost of being Jesus' disciples - “...Whoever wants to be my disciples must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save



their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it” (Luke 9:23-24).
Once we commit to Jesus, we must hold to that commitment without wavering and
press forward following Jesus. We must go anywhere Jesus leads. Jesus must come
before our comforts. Jesus must come before our obligations and duties.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for Your words given to us to remind us the
cost and commitment in following Jesus. Help us to know that it is a great privilege
to be Jesus' disciple. Help us to understand all the sacrifices and changes that we
made are for our greater good. Because You have only the best interest for our life,
the plans to prosper us but not to harm us, plans to give us hope and a future. Help
us to surrender to You and place our complete trust in You. Thank You Father. In
Jesus’ name, | pray. Amen.
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Thursday, 7 October 2021

Title: Learning from a Child
Pr Mark Tan
Mark 10:13-16

Believe it or not, the earliest to wake up in my family is not my wife nor I, but my
youngest, Nadia, who turned one year old recently. Like clockwork, she wakes up
the moment the sky begins to lighten up, roughly six-thirty to seven in the morning,
after which she excitedly beats my body to wake me up and begin my day. Why me
and not my wife, some might ask? Well, she’s excited to join me, and by that, | mean
making me carry her with one arm while | do my morning routine of coffee, wash
and brush up, and getting ready for the day. It's not that she only looks forward to
breakfast, but she even looks at me with great interest as | brush my teeth, every
day! Even when | have my quiet time with God, she either quietly plays around my
feet or even sits quietly on my lap as | read His Word. Today's reading made me
thankful as not only would | enjoy Nadia’s time with me, but she’s teaching me
something about how | should receive the Kingdom of God.

In today's reading, Jesus teaches that “anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.” Taking the double negative out, Jesus is
saying that | should receive the kingdom of God like a little child in order to enter it.
How does one do that? Jesus actually exemplifies the lesson by receiving the
children, placed His hands on them and blessed them. The trick is not to look at the
people passing the children to Jesus, nor is it assuming any inherent humility the
children might possess. Rather, it is observing the child’s trusting spirit and
willingness to be dependent and receive from others like a blessing from Jesus.

Which brings me back to Nadia. When she wakes me up and follows me through
my morning routine, she does not have an agenda of her own, nor does she have
any expectations for me to do anything different or even just the same. She is
simply content and happy for the ride as | carry her, the simple breakfast that | feed
her, and the soft cushion of my belly as | read His word. It is her trusting spirit that |
give her only good things, and willingness to be dependent on me to do things for
her, that Jesus is wanting me to learn.

As much as the world makes us sceptical of and pessimistic with one another, the
beginning of freedom in the Kingdom of God starts when we willingly trust in Jesus
and dependently receive eternal life from Him like a little child. Let Him take you
wherever He wants you to go and feed you with the food of His word. Be content in



sitting in His presence and all the love that He has for you. So, whenever you feel as
though life seems so difficult and you can’t seem to find a moment of spiritual
peace and respite, take a moment to observe an infant’s trust in his parent, and do
the same in your trusting in Jesus.

Let us pray:

Almighty and everlasting God, You who are always more ready to hear than we are
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: pour upon us Your
abundant mercy, and forgive us when our pride makes us afraid to trust in You.
Teach us to receive all the good things You give us by grace, like a child receiving
goodness from his parents, building our dependence in You against the backdrop
of worldly fears and deceit. This we ask and pray in Jesus Christ our Savior; who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



MR E8=

BHRE

202110 H 7 H, 25"

a8 FHEREF

EE: [RREEE

BiE: =EK

23 SoalEsE 10:13-16

ERER 0/ \ZiE

13 BATEINZTFRIERER, EEREMEMEA], EFESFZIPLA. 14 BBEAE NN
B, XWER: MR FRIROXER, AEZIMB], BATERERNESXEFRNA. 15
BLAESFR): NEAZHERN, ENMFNNET, WifgeHk, " 16 TRBE/IZ
¥, BEHEF, HEII%E.

SAMEHEIR, ERFRREERNAEERNEFEAEK, MERENHE—%, B&IILL
Nadia, BUEAITAFH—F, WEREXNSIIAP—ZIER, KARRE LNR=12Ft

BEAFRERE, ATARKMARKNEZEF? B, WREWILA—RREEEE—E
S5HMRIZRIEmEE, AFI—XEFES. WARRMEIZRIR, SERIZMIIHER
EREXEIESR. WEERRENONR, WESERREIIEITE, R
AOEIEAT SRt AR FRAOBR £, SRIFTELFARRE, EAKNNEESR Nadia 13
E—HCAIRTE, MBS H—LXTRAZINAZEE EHIERRER.

ESRANEE T, BERHSIR: NEAZHER, EMNET, BiAREHRZE. " BREN

W=, BERFRERNS EAREM IR —RE. REAREIPLICHT
ALEERERRIAN, BARRIRIZ I RIS ERAHE. HR, ERWEZTFHY
[SEFRHMKEEANSRASAESR, GIUZHERIIGE—.

XitFEIE2)T Nadia, StiBRHAEEFIRER SRR LRFREMEER, thiEECH
AELH, BAREHMTEIAEEZEENSR. ReizNRREE, BRHTFIE
R F—iEemRIZ, JFIEMTTARESE, tXIRARIE RUBEHEIRE.

R ER NS, MEEEREEH, RREGITFRIARA, BRAEERFIXA.



REXMEFRILBAMRUCAEERNASR, (BSBAIOH BIRtaSHRER A G/ 2 — R
b AEABERSRISKERS, EREENBHRHART. IHbH R HTEERET,
FRMANEIRFR, HETAEMNER, FRMIHFIFAEE. il S3(RTEES
IAFANLERRHE, ARIAFHAZ R ZIEH LR FEFIIRERS, TEmBTaXiEReE) LI REBRYE
£, FERERIEREARYSIE L XERHETRIE.

1EBAI845 -

EREFKIERI LR, (FRITHSIERSSERAIIITHRIR M, FET LA
NEHNES: BIRFERIIRTRINEERIIZ L, SFINFEERISHBEIRE, BIR
REA ) HESHA NEZRETBEBETA NI ERGFEY, BE— M FNREHBES
BlgFib—rr, EHAFEEMEIRIIE R FEHA I RAOAE. XEBAIERAIAIHE
EREREEEATRINITRRY, SIFIEREEAENRIB—AIME—RI LT, EXKERRE
&, BEEIKE. !



Friday, 8 October 2021
Betrayal

By: Prathab V

John 13:18-21

Few things cut deeper in the heart than the searing pain of betrayal. The famed
British poet, William Blake once wrote: “It is easier to forgive an enemy than to
forgive a friend”. How true those words are, when | reflect upon what | went
through at work

Several years ago, my job as a consultant, required me to interview candidates and
evaluate their suitability for hiring. In one such occasion, a well-known Datuk, who
held a top position in the government, introduced his nephew to me. Not wanting
to be influenced, | made it clear that | will evaluate his nephew objectively and fairly.

After the interview and subsequent tests, | was impressed and made a
recommendation to hire the nephew. When he joined the company, | taught the
young man all that | knew and guided him step by step. He showed much promise
and | liked the young man'’s talents.

However, as time went on, he began to backstab in various sinister methods while
undermining my authority. It was then | realised, that he was an ambitious and
impatient young man who coveted my position.

As | look back on the damage that he did, | was very hurt and angry. | had trusted
him but he wanted power and money quickly. He betrayed my trust and | felt lonely
in the organisation. “No loneliness is lonelier than distrust,” a psychologist wrote in
Psychology Today webzine a few years ago.

It was an apt description of how | felt then. Trust precedes the pain of betrayal.
Without trust, any form of treachery would have lost its sting.

Still, my hurt cannot be compared to the betrayal that our Saviour experienced.
Jesus was clearly overwhelmed when one of his 12 disciples, Judas Iscariot, “ turned
his heel " against him. Verse 21 of John 13 describes Jesus as being “ greatly
distressed ". Indeed, the pain of betrayal can be emotionally overwhelming.

This morning, | just want to bless my Lord for His love to me. He healed my pain
and gave me hope. He also taught me to forgive graciously. Holding on to the pain
will only do more damage to one’s heart.



The beautiful thing is that Jesus promises to bind the broken-hearted and give us
peace.

Perhaps this morning, you have some heartache in the past that is causing much
pain within you. If so, | urge you to come to Jesus and ask Him to heal the pain. He
knows the pain you are going through because He Himself was betrayed. Talk to
Him. He is with you right now.

Commit your life to Him and let Him be the pilot of your life.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, only you understand my heartaches and the pain | have suffered. Help
me not to hold on to the past. Heal me and teach me to forgive graciously. In Jesus’
name | ask, Amen.
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Saturday, 9 October 2021

Title: Jesus is an endless source of living water, and can supply this depleted world.
Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Margaret Ong

John 4:13~14 “Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst.
But the water that | shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing
up into everlasting life.”

There are millions of people of all kinds in the world, but they have one thing in
common, that is, they are all thirsty, and they are all looking for water to drink.
There is also a lot of water in the world. In addition to natural large rivers, small
rivers, lakes, and seas, people have also dug many wells, but none of them seem to
quench people’s thirst. Some water can quench people’s thirst for a while, but they
will long for another drink again later; some water after drinking will make one even
more thirty. Let us have a look: people all over the world are running around, all
eager and anxious, they all feel a need in their hearts, but they can not find
something to satisfy. We observe that some people seem to get what they seek:
some people get money, fame, love, enjoyment, knowledge and many other things.
However, their hearts are still empty and inadequate. With anxiety and
disappointment, although the heart is small but dissatisfied. Even if the whole
world is swallowed up, there is still empty room. Even when all the water in the
world is drunk, they still feel thirsty. Some people may have little desires and are
content with just a few things, but that is compared to his pitiful situation at the
time, it seems like (in the metaphor) the rich man in the underworld, only asking for
a little bit of water to cool his tongue.

People are thirsty, and the reason is very simple. This is not only because people’s
desires are not filled, but those who want to satisfy their fleshly desires will never
be satisfied. They can only add fuel to the fire to make the desires more intense,
and it is the fleshly desires that are obtained. Even after being satisfied, there is still
a kind of hunger and thirst in the human heart. It is the hunger and thirst of the
soul. It is not the material world, which can be satisfied by the physical relationship.
The human mind will feel alone in the crowd, feeling lonely among relatives, chills in
the heyday and tears in the carnival. What is the reason?

If the soul has not found God, it has not found its origin and pillar to rely on. It is
like a homeless prodigal son, and there will be no rest. Without eternal life, the soul
has no destination and purpose. How can a soul not be anxious, when it is like a
boat drifting in the sea? Only the water given by the Lord Jesus comes from the



throne of God, and people will never thirst after drinking this water of life, because
the water God “shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up
into everlasting life .”

Prayer: Lord! Pray for the Lord to help us, let our lives become a fountain, have the
courage to witness the Lord, be filled with the Holy Spirit, and glorify the name of
the Lord. Let us joyfully drink the fountain of salvation, always delight in Jehovah in
our hearts, let our faith leap forward, “shall mount up with wings as eagles”( Isaiah
40:31), and take heaven as our abode. Thank you for praying and asking, in the holy
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!
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Sunday, 10 October 2021

Title: Jesus, Man's Best Friend

By Elder Yu Chin Shie

John 15:15

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, | have called you FRIENDS, for everything that | learned from my
Father | have made known to you”

| can't imagine what our lives will be if we are deprived of friends. Friends come in
all shapes and sizes. They could be our spouses, our kids, our church friends,
school mates, colleagues, neighbors, our relatives, including in laws. They could be
of different background, temperament and interests.

Good friends are those who stand by us, accept us as we are, are patient and kind,
rejoice with us in good times and share our sorrows when we are down.

In February this year, | lost a good friend who succumbed to Covid. That was before
we could get our ourselves vaccinated. Many had prayed for him. We thought he
could pull through and when | heard of the news, | had a good cry.

At the wake service, | had the honor to give the eulogy for my good friend and to
thank God for our friendship.

Let's call my good friend, SY (his initials) whom | had known for more than 40 years.
Below is an excerpt from the eulogy

“I would like to share some fond memories | have of SY.

And thank God for our friendship and for his life well lived to honor God.

SY was a faithful friend, trustworthy and caring. Permit me to share some nostalgic
memories.

SY was one of the few friends | had when | first started work in KL and attended
FBC, PJin 1977. He helped me adjust to life in the city and the church when I started
my career in KL, after having been away studying and working overseas. We had a
lot of good times together, attending a bible study group in a rented bachelor
house then. We are of the same age and our kids are nearly of the same age group.
That added to the close bonding between us and the kids as well. We had gone for
holidays together with our families. We visited one another.

Let me share why | treasure our friendship



When we first shifted to our current house more than thirty years ago, we didn't
install an alarm system. Our house was burgled twice when we went out for dinner.
You can imagine the traumatic experience of having your house burgled and
ransacked. Each time, | called SY, he and his wife would come immediately to see
how they could be of help to us. Their presence had a calming effect on us as we
assessed the loss and did the police report. At the time, | couldn’t think of anybody
else for help but SY, knowing he would be there for me. What a faithful, trustworthy
and caring brother in Christ.

SY and family left our church some years back and we have missed him dearly.
However, God has enabled us to meet quite regularly before he retired. We had
lunch together quite often as his office at KLCC is quite near mine. From my
fellowship with him | know he was very involved in his church in the CG ministry
and also in evangelism.”

Thank God for SY and my other good friends. There is one other friend who means
more to me than all my good friends. He is Jesus, Man’s best friend!

Jesus is God and Savior (Titus 2:13 & 2 Peter1:1), Master and Lord (Jude 1:4) and yet
He called us His friends (John 15:14). It is mind boggling that the King of kings and
Lord of lords (Rev 17:14) called us His friends! He loves us enough to lay down His
life for us for the forgiveness of our sins (John 15:13). He is a friend that “loves at all
times” (Proverbs 17:17); He holds us fast and “no one will snatch us out of His hand”
(John 10:28); He is a listening friend: “Call to Me and | will answer you, and | will tell
you great and mighty things which you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3). He will be with
us in our darkest hour: “Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.” (Psalm 23:4)

Jesus desires us to be His friend. There is a condition though. “You are My friends IF
you do what | command you.” (John 15:14).

Friends of Jesus listen and heed His commands.

One of my favorite hymns is “I've Found a Friend, O Such a Friend” written by James
G. Small in 1862. The first verse says:

“I've found a friend, O such a friend!
Christ loved me ere | knew Him;

He drew me with the cords of love,
And thus he bound me to him;

And round my heart still closely twine



Those ties which naught can sever,
For | am his and Christ is mine,
Forever and forever. “

Have you found such a friend?

| have and He is truly “Man'’s best friend!”
Prayer -

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for your son, Jesus who is not only our Savior and Lord but also our
friend who will never leave us or forsake us. Help us always to honor Him in
obedience to Your will. May Your kingdom come and Your will be done on earth as
itis in heaven.

In Jesus name,

Amen
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Monday, 11 October 2021

Title: Compassion Fatigue

By: Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 5:7

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”

This fifth Beatitude is unique and notably different from the preceding ones. In the
first four, there is a distinction between the need and the fulfilment: those ‘poor in
spirit’ receive the kingdom; those ‘who mourn’ are comforted; ‘the meek’ inherit the
earth, and those who ‘hunger and thirst’ are satisfied. But in this Beatitude, “the
merciful... shall receive mercy”. It seems to imply that we cannot receive mercy
unless we give mercy.

This reverberates Jesus' teaching in the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ and the ‘Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant’ that “if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt.6:14-15; 18:33-35).

However, even as we look at the apparent conditionality in the text, we must not
lose sight of Scriptural doctrine that salvation is by grace alone and not by works.
What Jesus teaches in the fifth Beatitude is that when we demonstrate mercy to
others, we enable God's mercy to penetrate deeper into our lives. The act of giving
endows us the means to receive and realize mercy.

In his book, ‘Ministries of Mercy’ Timothy Keller writes “The only true and enduring
motivation for the ministry of mercy is an experience and a grasp of the grace of
God in the Gospel. If we know we are sinners saved by grace alone, we will be both
open and generous to the outcasts and the unlovely.”

Mercy is not an attribute that arises from our natural temperament. A ‘merciful’
person is “not simply possessed of pity but is actively compassionate.” (William E.
Vine, author of 'Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words'). “A Christian
who is merciful feels such compassion and concern that he is not content until he
does something about the plight of the one whom he has come in contact.” (Selwyn
Hughes). In short, mercy is compassion in action.

At the peak of the present pandemic, many frontliners encountered ‘compassion
fatigue’, a term that describes the physical, emotional and psychological impact of
frequently caring for others, usually through experiences of stress and trauma. It
affects especially caregivers and healthcare professionals, who experience
exhaustion resulting in diminished ability to empathize or feel compassion for
others. Tributes have poured in through the media for the frontliners whose



compassion fatigue arose largely due to the near collapse of the country’s
healthcare system.

Let’s join in the chorus of salutation for our healthcare frontliners and continue to
encourage them in their good works. With daily infection cases still hovering
around five figures, and considerably high fatalities, may they not take the burden
upon themselves. May they be reminded of the motto of William Osler (‘Father of
Modern Medicine’): “To cure sometimes, to relieve often, to comfort always”.
Afterall, according to Osler (co-founder of Johns Hopkins Hospital, USA), “Medicine
is a science of uncertainty and an art of probability”.

Back to our reflection on the fifth Beatitude, Scripture does not insinuate a guilt-
producing motivation but stimulates an abundant generosity in response to God'’s
mercy.

In his same book, Keller writes: “Many people today are very concerned that relief
only go to the ‘deserving poor'. However, we must be careful about using the word
‘deserving’ when it comes to mercy. Were we ever deserving of God’s mercy?

If someone is completely deserving, is our aid really mercy?”

How may we enhance our empathy and extend more relief and comfort for the sick
or needy?

PRAYER

Merciful God, lead us to Live the Life full of compassion towards others. Amen.
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Tuesday, 12th October 2021

Title: God's grace is a lifetime

By. : Pastor Andrew Lim

Our current generation would often lament the savage bitterness of life and feel
helpless about it. Such helplessness and bitterness could even strike down the
toughest among us, especially in our current world where catastrophes, disasters,
injustice, evil and persecution plague us. All these could lead us all to question our
faith. Amid all these calamities, we must bear in mind that the grace and peace
granted to us by God has never ever left us because our Lord God has already
“personally” left His peace to all His beloved children - the cleansing of our sins with
His sacrifice on the cross. The hope He has left for us will never be extinguished. His
comfort will always be there. We are safe and secure in the hands of our God.

It will indeed a lifetime to dwell upon the grace of God. From the moment of our
birth till our death, God's grace is always there with us. He forgives all our sins,
cures our afflictions, and frees us from the shackles of death. He crowns us with His
mercy and lovingkindness and satisfies our years with good things. (Psalm 103:3,4)
There are still so many more good things by the grace of God that have always
remained with us until the end of our lives. Although our lives can be met with
many difficulties and suffering, we will surely shout with joy in the daybreak after a
night of tears. And, that dawn is near. Tears and pain are temporary for they are
without a staying place and must leave at dawn.

All the grace of man is received from God; He is the one who blesses His people,
and, by His providence, He takes care of us. “For His anger is only a blink of an eye;
His grace lasts a lifetime.” The God, Yahweh, that David knew was not merely his
Shepherd, but also his Father. God is like a normal father; He does not lecture nor
does He land His rod on His children every day, but He will, like a normal father, use
his lifetime to cherish His children, spending time nurturing them, and, occasionally,
disciplining them.

David had on various occasions been very disobedient to God. At times, he
offended God greatly. As a result, God did pour His wrath on David for those
offences as a form of strict discipline. But from David’s point of view, God's anger
and discipline were just for a short moment but His grace is a lifetime. God's wrath
is brief, but His grace is eternal. His discipline on those He loved is just a temporary
thing, but His love for them is everlasting.

Once a man gains some achievements in life, he very often would feel financially
satisfied and secured. He would even feel a great but misconceived sense of safety



and stability in his career and life. Because of that, he might even forget to
continually rely upon the one true God who is the only one who could grant true
peace in life...As this endemic persists, we are reminded that we cannot afford to be
egoistic and arrogant. This endemic also wakes us up to the fact that no matter how
great we think we are, or how great others perceive us to be, we are no match for a
tiny winy virus that could bring the world to a halt. (The original text is in English ) It
is reminding us to keep our egos in check. It is reminding us that no matter how
great we think we are or how great others think we are, a virus can bring our world
to a standstill.)

Our vanity leads us to forget about the grace of God; that we may have a conceited
idea that all our “great” achievements came solely from our own efforts and
success. This deceptive idea then leads us away from God; He is being gradually
shut out and phased out from our lives. We would then focus purely on ourselves,
forgetting that all we have comes from God by His grace. Satan used these
weaknesses to tempt David into thinking very highly of himself, and, with that,
tempting him to take census of his army. David then glorified himself for the might
of his army, instead of glorifying God. Are we not the same as David?

When we face difficulties, suffering and unfortunate circumstances, it is easy for us
to feel sorrowful, thinking that God has mistreated us. Even some might think that
God is punishing us in anger, bringing us one misfortune upon another. It is true
that He will mercifully guide, edify, teach and correct us. He will also occasionally
discipline, rebuke, and even punish us in anger.

But His wrath is just in a blink of an eye because He loves us. His love for us
restraints His anger. When we repent, He will cease His punishing rod and stretch
out His hands to comfort and heal us. He will not unceasingly blame nor will He
bear grudges against us. He never fully deals with us according to our evil deeds
nor does He inflict us according to the gravity of our sins. Therefore, [Psalm 30:5
says, “For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. Weeping
may tarry for the night, but joy corners with the morning.”]

There are many who are afraid of getting the jab because it will be prickly painful,
albeit a moment. Just like a jab from a doctor, the discomfort and suffering that
God allows would be temporary because God will not let the suffering remain for
long, instead He will imprint all the beneficial effects in you. If the suffering lingers,
it is because God thinks highly of you, and He wants to use your life to be a blessing
to others. Let this lingering suffering increase our dependency on God and keep us



on guard to avoid sins. The pain and suffering that He allowed is transient but His
grace a lifetime.

Our lives are ever-changing just like the forms of the clouds in our sky; it folds,
expands, contorts and disintegrates. At end of a path is a beautiful scenery. When
there is not a path ahead of you, why do you not sit down to rest and observe the
wonders of the skies? Instead of feeling anxious or grumbling, why do you not
watch out for the change? Even in desperate moments, why do you not try to look
sideways or to the back? There might be an alternative path. Even if you are at a
dead end, look up! Even in your excruciating moments of suffering, look up to God.
The wonders of the skies could reveal the mesmerising beauty of His words and

glory.

Oh God! Because You love us, You don't hold Your anger forever, You won't blame
forever, You didn't treat us according to our sins, and You didn't repay us according
to our sins. Your anger is only a blink of an eye, but Your grace and love lasts a
lifetime. When we turn to Your repentance, You immediately stop Your punishing
rod and stretch out Your stroking hand to comfort my soul, so even though | cry
throughout the night, | will cheer in the morning. Oh God! | praise You with a
grateful heart. Prayer of thanksgiving is in the holy name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
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Wednesday, 13 October 2021

Title: Carry it on to Completion

By Thong Vee Kean

Philippians 1:6 - being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (NIV)

When | believed and received Jesus as my Lord and Saviour in university, | was
under the impression that my salvation in Christ was completed. Then | came
across justification, sanctification and glorification in the Bible and from sermons.

Justification, sanctification and glorification are three aspects of salvation in Christ.
Justification had taken place when | received Jesus’ gift of salvation through His
sacrifice for me on the cross. Jesus had saved me from the penalty of my sin (my
position is in Christ). | had at the same time received the Holy Spirit who carries out
sanctification, so that I'm presently being saved from the power of sin (my condition
is becoming like Christ). Glorification will come when Christ returns, so that | will be
saved in the future from the presence of sin (my expectation is to be like Christ).
Therefore, those in Christ are subjects of justification work that has passed,
sanctification work that is on-going and glorification work that is to come by our
Triune God.

| was recently reminded that a good haircut would depend on giving the barber my
full co-operation. Sudden movements on my part would result in an awkward snip

here and there. Similarly, as subjects of God’s work of salvation, it is in our interest

and for our wellbeing that we give our full co-operation to God. It involves trusting

in God, obeying Him and submitting to Him instead of relying on our own strength

and understanding. Our God who began the good work of salvation in us will carry
it on to completion until the day of Christ’s return.

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your perfect plan of salvation for us. We
seek Your forgiveness as we did not put our trust in You, we disobeyed You or we
did not submit to Your will from time to time. We acknowledge that You who began
the good work of salvation in us will carry it on to completion until the day of our
Lord. In Jesus' most precious name we pray, Amen.
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Thursday, 14 October 2021
Title: Money Can’t Buy

Pr Mark Tan

Mark 10:17-27

The rich man’s question to Jesus is the question of a lifetime: “What must | do to
inherit eternal life?” What intrigues me in today’s reading is not the question itself,
but the person who is asking as well as the person who is expected to give an
answer. The rich man, as the title suggests, was rich. Verse 22 notes that he
possessed great wealth. He would not have the worries of common people, in fact
he wouldn't have had any worries at all, except for the great equalizer of all
mankind: death. As someone said before, “Money can't buy you happiness, but it
can buy you a Ferrari.” This saying, though funny and rings with some truth, does
have its limitations: Money can never buy you another life, nor can it prolong your
existence one day more than what fate has planned.

So the rich man, seeing the great knowledge and power of Jesus, went up to him
and asked the question which would solve his one and only problem: “What must |
do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus’ answer is not only heart-breaking for the rich man,
it is also telling of what our hearts and attitudes must be like, in order to receive
eternal life:

1. We must recognize Jesus as God. Notice Jesus’ first response wasn't an
answer but another question and a revealing statement “Why do you
call me good? There is none good but God". Jesus was affirming the
rich man that he was asking the right person for help, but it isn't
because Jesus was a “good teacher”, and since Jesus just said only God
is good, He was affirming to the Rich Man that Jesus is God.

2. We must recognize that we cannot achieve God's impossible
standards. After revealing implicitly that He is God, Jesus continues to
set the standard of God’s holiness i.e. we must be perfect and holy in
order to have eternal life. Now, the rich man probably didn't
understand this because he replied to Jesus that he had kept God's
standards since he was a young boy. So, to test the Rich Man, Jesus
told him to sell everything he had, and then, to follow Him. Why?
Because if he was perfect, he would have known who Jesus is and
what a Saviour must do: give up his life for another person.

3. We must recognize that we can only depend on Jesus. The rich man,
hearing Jesus’ answer, disappointingly left, because he could not give
up his wealth. It should sadden us as well because it proves that no



one can ever be good enough to gain eternal life on his own. But
thankfully for us, Jesus did not just give an answer, He is the answer to
eternal life. Put your trust in Jesus and you will receive eternal life, for
“all things are possible with God.”
| hope the rich man'’s story doesn't end here. | hope he had the chance to discover
eternal life: to know the only True God, and Jesus the Saviour whom He had sent
(John 17:3). Meantime, dear reader, | pray today's devotion reminds us that Jesus
has given something that literally money can’t buy, and for all eternity, we should
be grateful and thankful.

PRAYER

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may
continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Friday 15th October
By Chow Ee-Tan ¥&X—F%
LOVE WILL FIND A WAY

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony - Colossians 3: 14

Love - the four-letter word that is so often used, and misused. The idea of 1ove’ is
universal and vast and is lauded in art, literature, music and films. I
remember back in the 90s when I caught the King of Pop in concert here in

Kuala Lumpur. In between singing, he shouted out:| love you, [ love you, | love
you!" and his fans reciprocated. The cynical me thought to myself, his proclamation
of love was lip service at most.

In the Bible, we know that love is an important attribute that all believers should
possess and manifest, simply because God is love and we have received His love.

There are at least 55 direct commandments in the New Testament telling us to love
one another and exhortations to practice loving qualities. Leading up to the well-
known passage on love found in 1 Corinthians 13, the apostle Paul calls love the
“more excellent way'(1 Cor 12:31).

The love spoken of and taught by God is Agape love - a self-sacrificial love that puts
others above yourself. Love is not about a feeling or emotion. Love is a
commitment to action, and true agape love possesses all the qualities and virtues
of what 1 Corinthians 13 describes.

Jesus Himself teaches on love to His disciples in John 13:34-35 saying: “A new
commandment | give to you, that you love one another; just as | have loved you,
you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.” Yes, we ought to emulate Jesus, who is
the epitome and embodiment of love.

In Colossians, Paul teaches that love is the most important and supreme virtue
believers should display. Love supersedes all other attributes and attitudes that
believers should possess in Col 3:12-13 : compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another, forgiving each other..

Why is love a virtue above all others? This is because love brings people together
despite their differences in backgrounds and characters. Not only that, love binds
us together in unison and harmony.



Harmony as understood musically means “the combination of simultaneously
sounded musical notes to produce a pleasing effect.” Similarly in the church and
beyond, believers, although being different in many ways, can live and interact with
each other in harmony because of love. Just like in an orchestra or a band, love is
the song that believers must all play so that they can be bounded in perfect
harmony.

Of course, we are still humans and this “perfect harmony’ that Paul mentioned may
be delusive to achieve. But let us remember that we have Christ's love dwelling in
our hearts thus we can and ought to love others like He loves us.

In his article for Bible.org, Pastor and author Steven J. Cole writes that agape love is
the basis for mature Christian unity, and such love should be shown in peaceful
relationship in the church. However, we do not want to idealise and believe that the
body of Christ is one big loving family without any discord. From time to time,
there’'s bound to be disagreements, misunderstanding and even conflicts among
Christian brothers and sisters.

But we are called to above all virtues, to put on love in our relationships with one
another. Jesus even said not only love your neighbours but love your enemies too.
This stems from the fact that we have experienced how deep our Father's love is, so
much so that Jesus died for us to give us eternal lives. Our love should overflow
from inside us, not by our own human effort, but by the filling and empowerment
of the Holy Spirit.

Paul concludes his sermon on love with: “And now these three remain: faith, hope
and love. But the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor 13:13).

Love will find a way, because we are called to love.

Prayer: Father God, thank You for Your amazing love to us, so that as Your children,
we are called to love one another. We pray that we can love one another with Your
love, putting aside our differences and be bound in harmony. Let us remember that
love is a virtue above all virtues, and help us to live a life that reflects Your
wonderful love for us. We thank You in Jesus name, Amen.
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Saturday, 16 October 2021

Title: The Cheerful Giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-8) (NKJV)

By: Chan Yew Thai

Paul told the Corinthians, “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” This verse brings to mind that
everything belongs to God for He is the Creator (Psalm 24:1). We are just custodians
of His assets due to His love and generosity for us. Understanding this concept will
help us viewing our possessions, especially money and time, in a different
perspective, and not being possessive and selfish about it.

If we are just stewards, then we should not horde them only for ourselves, but
instead to be generous and wise in our giving so that God's name be glorified. This
reminds me about the parable of the talent (Matthew 25:14-30), where the servants
who invested wisely were given more. All of them who “grew” their talent had their
shares doubled, but the one who buried his talent and did nothing with it had his
talent forfeited and cast away.

| remembered what Pastor Tan Eng Lee in one of his sermons long ago said, “Some
people are so tight fisted that even when God wants them to give, He has to prise
open the fists.” He went on saying that we must keep our fists loose to give
generously, so that God can also bless us in return. | believe this is a good reminder
to not be stingy with our money, but to be generous in our giving that others may
experience the love of God through our giving. An example of this generous giving
is the Covid relief fund of Pantai Baptist Church where many members and regular
worshippers contribute towards it. This has benefited many through the food aid
and meal programs, including foreign workers who were unable to work and had
no money to buy food. Though many of the recipients had different religions, they
experienced God's love and were grateful to the church.

God loves a cheerful giver, not one who gives grudgingly or follows what others
gave. We should give based on our ability and what our hearts prompt us to give.
To borrow my nephew’s words, “God has never shortchanged us, neither will we be
able to match God in His giving.” My nephew is an ardent believer of a cheerful
giver; and looking at his life, | am convinced by what he says of God. No matter how
much we give, God gives us more, not necessarily in terms of money, but in good
health as we save on medical fees and the ability to work to make money, protect
us from accidents that cost money in the form of repairs or replacement and many
other forms that has financial implications.



God's economy is different from the worldly one as it is unlimited. He can bless us
in many different forms. However, we should not give only with the thought of
receiving but to give freely; as freely we received, freely we should give.

Prayer:

Thank you, Lord, for all the blessings. May you help us to be cheerful givers and
wise stewards of your resources that many may experience your love and be drawn
to you. Thank you, Jesus, for your love. We pray and asked all these in Jesus
precious name. Amen!
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Sunday, 17 October 2021
Title: An Obedient Life
By Elder Tan Seng Kee
Matthew 7:21

In Matthew 16:24, Jesus told his disciples that “If anyone would come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” The call of Jesus to his
disciples and to everyone who desires to follow him is put aside their own selfish
desires and follow Jesus. It is a call for every disciple of Jesus to emulate the
character and values of Jesus.

Jesus was obedient to God the Father even at the need to suffer and die on the
cross in obedience to God's commandment to fully pay for the penalty of our sins.
In Matt 7:21-23, Jesus said not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord shall enter the
Kingdom of Heaven but he who does the will of my Father in heaven.” Jesus wants
obedient disciples to follow His examples.

| have been a Christian for many years and | have been encouraged by the life of
many Christians who live in accordance with God’s commandments. | have learnt to
emulate their examples and | praise God for tangible expressions of God's love
seen through the life and ministries of my fellow Christian brethren.

| have gone on several mission trips with a senior pastor in our church and | always
noticed that despite the fact that he has been on his toes the whole day and is tired
out at the end of each evening when we returned for rest, he will never fail to see
that we all tuck into our food before he takes his. He will go from table to table and
even bring food to our plates to ensure the rest of us have our fill before he even
considers his. Many of us may be years younger than him and have not ministered
as hard as he did during the day but the senior pastor looked to our interest before
his, at all times.

From the actions of the senior pastor, | have learned to care more for others and to
see if there are needs and help | can respond to; sometimes requiring effort and
personal difficulties. Our senior pastor on mission trips was never flustered with
the heat and dust and preplanned arrangements sometimes going awry. He
exercised such a sense of calm and trust in God and through such examples from
the senior pastor, | learned to be calmer and to have a cool head when situations
surrounding me get out of hand.

In Matthew 5:48, Jesus sets a very high calling for those of us who call him Lord and
that is to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect. It isa command from



Jesus to constantly obey the commandments in the Bible. It is not a requirement to
be perfect but a command to value and be conscious each day of what are the
commands of God | need to obey or to work harder at obeying. Daily, | need to step
up my obedience to the commands in the Bible and Jesus makes it clear that His
commands are not burdensome for us. We all need to be better at obeying God's
commandments today compared to yesterday.

The Bible contains all the commandments of God and the Holy Spirit in us can help
us to remember the commands of Jesus and give us the strength to obey Jesus. The
way we live our life matters for those in the Kingdom of Heaven. Often by our
examples in obeying God we can encourage a fellow disciple to love and follow
Jesus more. Those who do not know Jesus can also be persuaded to consider Jesus
if our life always shines forth for Jesus, because it is hard for people to turn away
from the light.

Be an influencer for Jesus and boldly we can tell others to imitate us as we imitate
Jesus.

Prayer:

Dear God, help each of us to enjoy reading your word and after that to obey and
follow your commandments. We ask the Holy Spirit who indwells us to give us the
strength to be obedient and to obey Jesus every day of our life. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
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Monday 18th October 2021

BE CONTENT IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Philippians 4: 12-13 “I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have
plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do everything
through him who gives me strength.”

In his book The Practice of Godliness, Jerry Bridges defined contentment as
believing that God is good to me right now. After he spoke on this topic at a church,
he heard these testimonies:

“It's hard for me to be content right now because | am married to a good but
unsaved man. | keep thinking that | can’t be content as long as he’s not a believer.
But | see that God is calling for me to be content right now.”

Another woman rose and said, “I'm a single mother rearing two boys by myself. |
see how much they need a father, and it makes me unhappy with God. Pray that |
will do better at accepting this as God's will for me right now.”

Then a man stood to say, “l want a promotion at work and our family needs the
extra money. | have to admit I've really been complaining about it. | need prayer to
accept this as God's goodness for me.”

Especially during this pandemic, the list can go on and on - that single mother not
only struggling to rear her two boys all by herself but also barely able to make her
monthly rent payments. That man wanting a promotion will find it hard not to covet
a car that isn't rusty, or that single mother again, how not to envy a woman who
doesn't have to send her children to school in hand-me-downs. Or how, another
person who struggles to stretch a paycheck across 2 months, can be contentin a
world where he is surrounded by wealth?

Paul in the above two verses could get along happily because he could see life from
God's point of view. He focused on what he was supposed to do, not what he felt he
should have. Paul had his priorities straight, and he was grateful for everything God
had given him. Paul had detached himself from the nonessentials so that he could
concentrate on the eternal. Often our desire for more or better possessions is
really a longing to fill an empty place in our life. To what are we drawn when we feel
empty inside? How can we find true contentment in all circumstances? The answer
lies in our perspectives, our priorities and our source of power. And that's the
reason Paul says “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”



In 1Tim 6:5, Paul warns us to beware of people who think that being godly will bring
them riches. He says contentment plus godliness makes us truly rich. But how do
we become content in whatever circumstances? By recognizing that we brought
nothing into this world and that we'll carry nothing out - that everything we have is
from God.

A bishop of the early church, who was a remarkable example of the virtue of
contentment, was asked his secret. The venerable old man replied: “It consists in
nothing more than making a right use of my eyes. In whatever state | am. | first of
all look up to heaven and remember that my principal business here is to get there.
Then | look down upon the earth, and call to mind how small a place | shall occupy
in it when | die and am buried. | then look around in the world, and observe what
multitudes there are who are in many respects more unhappy than myself. Thus |
learn true happiness is placed, where all our cares must end, and what little reason
| have to complain”.

One final word on how to live a life of contentment in whatever circumstances:
Keep your heart free from hate, your mind from worry, live simply, expect little, give
much, sing often, pray always, forget self, think of others and their feelings, fill your
heart with love, and scatter sunshine. These are tried links in the golden chain of
contentment.

PRAYER: Father God, please help us to be content in all circumstances, in plenty or
in want. Help us to count our blessings and be content with all that you have
already blessed us with and not to covet things we don't really need but want. In
Jesus precious name we pray AMEN.
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19/10/2021, Tuesday

Title: Finishing Well

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Philippians 1:21

“For me to live is Christ, to die is gain”

One of my favourite movies growing up is “Back to the Future”. In one scene, the
main protagonist, Marty went back to the past (1955) and informed Doc Brown that
the latter will be shot dead by assassins in 1985. He passed him a note which Doc
Brown tore up when he realized Marty was going to tell him the future. Fast
forward to 1985, Doc Brown was chased by assassins and was gunned down. Marty
in his despair, approached Doc Brown only to find that Doc Brown had survived, as
the latter had actually reconstructed the torn note and put an iron plate on his
chest for protection.

If you could turn back time, what would you tell your younger self? | know that | had
frittered away a lot of my time and one of the things | would tell my younger self is
to focus my time on things of the Lord. | would tell my younger self to ask what is
my measure of success in the eyes of the Lord. Indeed, the past 30 years, | felt |
could have done better in many ways. My perspective could have been better, my
priorities could have been set right and my focus could have been sharper. Maybe |
will share some of that another time.

An example of someone in the Bible who has got his life sorted is Apostle Paul. He
believed his life belonged to God - “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil
1:21). He was focused that in all that he did, Christ be glorified through his life. He
said in verse 20 that “I eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed,
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my
body, whether by life or by death”.

Going back to my reflections, | thank God that | still have a few good years ahead of
me. What is past is past. | cannot change that. But what lies ahead is an adventure. |
am grateful that | am still relatively healthy and still have energy to serve the Lord in
various capacities. | am neither an earth shaker nor an influencer. And | pray that |
could be as focused as Paul. To seek God and to have the courage to do things that
will glorify His name.

In the past few months or so, | have had the privilege of giving food packs to many
families near my home or at my workplace. | not only realize how | should be
grateful for what God has given me materially, but | now better understand Jesus’



heart for the downtrodden and poor. Jesus reached out to the poor in their despair
when others shunned them. So, it was indeed a privilege to have had contact with
these people and in some small way, to be Jesus to them.

Last night at midnight, | received another message to help a family with food items.
The food | gave them earlier had run out and the woman who requested is still out
of a job. Her father had died of Covid19 a couple of months ago and she is the sole
breadwinner of seven at home - her younger siblings, mother and grandmother.
The needs are still out there.

| struggled a lot whether | should share what | have been doing for fear of being
labeled as a “show off” or even, God forbid, taking advantage of the poor. But | give
glory to Him and thank God for brothers and sisters who are truly dedicated to
helping out in the Food Aid initiative. He has truly made PBC the hands and feet of
our Lord Jesus to the community. May His name be glorified.

| may not have done well when | was younger but | hope to finish well.
Prayer:

Lord, You are the Lord of our lives. You know us before the earth was formed and
we belong to You. Help us each day as we live our lives, that we remember the
penalty that the Lord Jesus has paid for us that we may have the privilege of being
reconciled to God. Let us not take this truth for granted and let us be like Jesus to
our community. Amen.
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Wednesday, 20 October 2021

Title: From the Father's Perspective

Eleanor Woo

1 Peter 4:12 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.” (ESV)

| recall the many conventions and conferences | have attended, and from the many
keynote speakers | have heard - the authority and authenticity of God's word in
their lives, their insights and their experiences - they never fail to enthral me. How
did they mature to be such men and women to be used by God, and reflecting His
image? Surely not by having a smooth sailing, trouble-free life after their
conversion.

The text for today is written by the apostle Peter to the diaspora believers in Asia
Minor, and by extension to us who would read his words. For these first century
Christians came, hardships of all kinds, which included intense political and social
persecution. For us today, becoming a Christian does not exempt us from
problems, trials, difficulties and sufferings. Hence, we should not be shocked when
they come our way. Why?

Let's view trials/sufferings from the Father’s perspective*.

In Romans 5:3-4 (ESV) “Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope.” Notice the sequence: sufferings => endurance => character =>
hope. In other words, problems and trials (suffering) help us become more patient
(endurance) which in turn develops strength of character in us. This helps us trust
God more until our hope and faith are strong and steady, maturing in the Lord.

Likewise, James 1:2-4 (ESV) “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.” Again, notice the sequence: trials => testing faith =>
steadfastness => perfect and complete => readiness. So, as trials come, it is not the
time for a believer to be discouraged, depressed or miserable, but rather see it as
an opportunity for joy because then steadfastness has a chance to grow. To
become “perfect and complete, lacking in nothing”, the key is to learn to respond to
any situation and/or circumstance in life with steadfast endurance.

From the above two passages, God views our problems, trials, difficulties and
sufferings as opportunities for spiritual growth and maturing. These verses are



inspired by God and we know God does not liel Trials are to be expected (1 Peter
4:12), so let's face them with the right heart attitude and from the Father’s
perspective. Those keynote speakers mentioned earlier, who have emerged from
their life experiences as better and more useful vessels, are evidence of spiritual
growth.

The song, | Thank You Lord (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cinA87zowWSs)
which was very popular during my university days, aptly expresses the spiritual
lessons and human struggles we face during periods of testing and other difficult
experiences. The Father's perspective is to mould us. He loves us and His
trustworthiness is not based on the quality of our circumstances.

PRAYER: Dear Father, | thank you for Your immense and infinite love. Help us to
view life's silent sufferings and trials from Your perspective so that we can be driven
deeper into Your loving arms. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Source:
*Fine, ] & Fine, M (2014) One on One with God. Go Face to Face International, Inc.
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Thursday, 21 October 2021

Title: Not to Be Served but to Serve
Pr. Mark Tan

Mark 10:35-45

As sinful human beings, we let our ambition cloud our foresight. This was especially
the case with James and John who went to Jesus and asked for glorious positions
next to Jesus. They were so bold to even say that they could go through the same
suffering and death that Jesus was to go through on the cross and in the tomb.
Jesus’ prophecy that James and John would suffer and die as martyrs was also the
prophecy that James and John would participate in the suffering and killing of
Christ: their silence and betrayal during Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. Anyway, the lofty
positions next to Jesus in heaven is only for those whom the Father prepared for.

The requests of James and John angered the other ten disciples, who argued with
them, possibly because they too wanted to have posts next to Jesus. So Jesus gave
them a telling lesson. Eugene Peterson paraphrases it well in ‘The Message'.
“You've observed how godless rulers throw their weight around,” he said, “and
when people get a little power how quickly it goes to their heads. It's not going to
be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a servant. Whoever
wants to be first among you must be your slave.”

How accurate this description is of the world today. As the saying goes “Give
someone an inch, and he will take a mile!” Some may try and justify that attitude as
a means of survival of the fittest. Some may be more truthful and say that it's the
only way to remain as top dog to complete his selfish ambition.

However, Jesus calls us to counter the culture of the world, as He himself countered
the world's expectations of the Messiah. “...whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.” Jesus
reminds us that the Gospel life is a humble life, where possessions and positions
are not given to us to lord over others, but to use them to serve and care for others.
Why? Because that is what Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords did: “For even
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”

Friends, whether you are many or few, have much or less. “To whom much is given,
much will be required” (Luke 12:48). Jesus has given us so much, even His life, let us
strive to attempt to do the same for others.

Prayer:
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the



nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.
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Friday, 22 October 2021

Sudden illness

By: Sally Cheong

“Come to me, all who are heavy laden, and | will give you rest .”
Matthew 11:28

In times of illness ask, “Is this Your will for me?”

A sister in Christ told me she was not afraid of death but greatly apprehensive of
the suffering of illness preceding death. Dying, if swift and peaceful, is to be
welcomed. She said for it takes us out of this world of trials and tribulations. There
is also the futility of living long if one is alone and aged.

What about you?

Do you fear being struck suddenly with terminal cancer, stroke, heart disease or
other serious illness?

What is the root of your fear?
Is it the suffering of great pain because you can't handle pain?

Or you worry about the huge medical costs you foresee will arise, and there are
financial obligations you still have like house instalments, children’s education fees,
car loans or the upkeep and care of your aged parents?

Or you worry about who will take care of your children, especially those who have
mentally or physically challenged ones?

Or you have always been an independent person and it vexes you to think of
having to depend on family members for basic nursing care because you know you
will lose the ability to care for yourself? And you can't afford long term paid nursing
care.

Or you feel you will not be able to do the things that you planned having lived in
fairly good health all this time with no expectation of becoming critically ill? lliness
as you know disrupts everything. You will be left struggling with decisions to make
which you didn’t have to make otherwise and very little time to make it. That you
feel will distress you immensely.

Or all the above and more?

What would a Christian do in the face of sudden critical illness?



We will ask the AImighty GOD why.
Because He has the answers, and we have none.

Strong Christians will also ask “Is this Your will for me?” Because we know that if it is
His will for us to be afflicted with a certain illness, He will bear us up well and use it
well that we might glorify Christ.

And we can hold Him to His promise that He will go with us through the fire and the
flood, and neither shall consume or overwhelm us. Remember that the only thing
the fire burned of the three friends in the furnace were the cords that bound them.
Nothing else. Christ was in the furnace with them. He will be with us all the way in
the illness given by GOD’s will.

We need not fear terrible pain for He will not allow it. Psalm 41: 3 tells us that the
Lord Himself will sustain us on our sickbed. None so comforting is the care and
sustenance by the Eternal GOD when we are ill. Medicine can only do so much.

As for our worries and concerns of all sorts, the Father knows. Jesus said, “ Come to
me all who are heavy laden, and | will give you rest .” Rest from being tossed about
regarding what will happen next.

The Lord reminds us also “ Do not worry about tomorrow,” whether it be for
ourselves or our loved ones. It is not a request. It is a command. True disciples obey
to their great benefit.

For financial or other needs of ourselves and loved ones, remember that
“everything under Heaven belongs to GOD ” (Job 41:11). His Hand is never
shortened. Divine Providence will work in our favour when we resolutely trust in
Him.

GOD will take care of our children when we are gone. He said He will teach and
bless the children of the righteous. We need not worry if we have trained them up
to honour GOD at all times and to walk in His ways.

Finally, “ My peace | give to you,” is the greatest blessing to a Christian who is ill. A
tranquil heart is a fountain of joy. Once you are calm and assured that the Living
GOD will take care of you and all your matters because you can't, you will have time
to pray and minister to loved ones and others. And what a great testimony that will
be! Who knows how many souls will be saved by the sharing of an ill friend who
rests peacefully in His GOD for whatever the outcome of his illness? The Lord may
still heal and lengthen his days like in King Hezekiah's life. Who knows?



Prayer :

Father, we ask for faith in times of health but especially in times of illness. Hold us
up with your Right Hand and give us the Divine miraculous comfort that our souls
need when we lie on our sick bed.

Help us to see Jesus when we are in the furnace of illness because we want to talk
with Him like the three friends did. And grant us the peace to know You will always
take care of us and our loved ones when sudden illness by Your Will comes our
way. For we ask this in the glorious name of our Lord Jesus, Amen.
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Saturday, October 23, 2021

Title: God's calling

Author: Pastor Andrew Lim

Translation: Margaret Ong

Little children know the feeling when they are called home by their father while
having a great time outside: knowing that they are coming home late, still wet and
dirty, stepping into the house tremblingly, waiting for their father to loss temper.
What is it like! However, for us, the situation is just the opposite. We are not called
to come before God the Father to receive the rod of discipline, but to receive His
embrace with open arms.

People who are often sent on business trips by the company and those who have
never had the chance to, have a very different feeling. When called, people will
respond: because they feel that they have a mission on their shoulders, and they
feel that it is a great honor. Remember, God's calling to you is a calling of love.

After Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, they did not immediately confess
their mistakes to God. Instead, because of shame they chose to cover their body
with leaves, and also hid. Let us look at the people nowadays who seldom admit
when they make mistakes. Most of them are trying to escape and they use methods
to cover up their faults, and cover up one by one. It was God who took the initiative.
He proactively called Adam and Eve instead of scolding them, but prepared
sheepskin to cover them from the cold. Likewise, today when we stumble, He
actively calls rather than rebuke us, and has prepared a lamb for salvation to cover
our sins.

Jesus said, “I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” ( Mark 2:17) This is not
to say that the Lord only came to gather a certain group of people. This calling
applies to all human beings. All people need to repent and accept the gospel.
However, those who can open their hearts to the same calling will be aware of their
sins and their own needs, so that they can “hear” the Lord’s calling to them. Others
turn a blind eye and deaf ear to the Lord’s invitation.

The human situation is that he cannot use his own ability and good deeds to meet
God's righteous standards and requirements. No one can say with certainty: | have
done good for decades, and will definitely go to heaven. Man cannot be justified by
himself. Because humans are separated from God in sin, they cannot rely on any of
their own merits, but rely on the awakening and assistance of pre-determined
grace to be justified: “For by grace you have been saved through faith and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”(Eph 2:8-



9) The pride of human can be healed and people can be justified based on God's
“Born-again Grace in Christ”

The call of love is a sincere invitation, an invitation to salvation. Jesus said, “Come to
Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest."(Matt. 11:28)
Modern people often feel that they are carrying heavy burdens, and the pressure
and suffering they endure in their hearts are sometimes hardly understood by
outsiders. Faced with social transformation, global competition, increase in working
hours, tension between people, economic pressure, and the invasion of viruses, etc.

If a person wants to shoulder heavier burdens, he must have a stronger physique
and ability, just like a weightlifter, to make himself stronger and stronger. But Jesus’
approach is just the opposite. If we are to bear great responsibility while being light,
then we must have His meek and humble heart. Because a gentle heart can
accommodate others; a humble heart can hold God's work. Not only can | entrust
Him with the external burden, but also the inner pressure, struggle and suffering. A
humble heart always believes that there is a God outside of oneself. He will be our
help when we need it, find a way of breaking the deadlock for us, inspire us to
think, and deal with problems from a completely different perspective.

We will not be alone and helplessly struggling. Because the Holy Spirit shall assist
us at any time. God gives those who are saved the Holy Spirit as a seal to ensure
that they are indeed God's inheritance, and the Holy Spirit proves with our hearts
that we are God’s children. In other words, the Holy Spirit acts as our guarantor in
salvation, guaranteeing that we live a life of honoring God and benefiting others on
the heavenly road. So we can abide by the rules of the new life on the road to
heaven, we shall abstain from vice.

Whether we really hear the voice of God, the only way is to answer to God like little
Samuel: “Speak, for Your servant hears.” (1 Samuel 3:10)The understanding of God's
will and the confession of sins are the result of God's call to restore the image of
the destroyed God in man. If people choose God's calling, they shall “find grace in
the eyes of the Lord.” ( Gen 6:8)

The reason why a man sins is not because he does not have the grace of God, but
because he does not use the grace that he has. The calling of God is a door that
God opens for man, so that everyone can start on the road of salvation by
possessing, accepting, and obeying it. The calling of God is given to everyone. If a
person rejects this grace, he will continue to live in the “natural” and anxious,
fearful situation.



Man cannot rely on his own good deeds to redeem for his sins, and man can never
be saved by his own deeds. To be saved, grace must intervene. The purpose of
grace is to restore man'’s image of the destroyed God, so that man can regain the
ability to come to God. Grace restores the slumbering spirit of man, renews the
ability to respond to God's grace, and restores man’s knowledge of God and His
laws.

God has given a calling to enable people to respond to the grace given by God.
People must choose whether to accept God's calling or reject this grace. If you
reject this grace, people will perish by continuing to live in sin; if you accept this
grace, people will be led into the journey of salvation and have eternal life. Those
who accept God's grace will begin to admit their sins, recognize their powerlessness
in sin, and begin to hunger for God.

Prayer: Father God, thank you for your grace. Because of your calling, we come to
you here not to be struck with a rod, but you are willing to open your arms to
embrace me. Your calling and grace of love have made me in Your favor. Thank you
for the salvation you prepared for me. Please untie the deadlock of my tangled
mind and heart, take on my burden, and let me have complete rest in you. |
sincerely pray in the precious name of Jesus. Amen.
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Sunday, 24 October 2021

by Abraham Verghese

Going somewhere and yet not knowing

Read Acts 20: 17 - 35

Focus on verse 22 - And now, behold, | am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the
Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there.

Our lives in our Christian journey can seem to be that of ambiguity and uncertainty.
We may know our final destination past the end of the narrow path but there may
be much ambiguity and uncertainty along the way. It is not unusual for us to face
the ambiguity, where the Lord’'s purposes are not clear or face the uncertainty of
which direction to take on the road ahead.

Many of us would like to see the way ahead as far as we possibly can. We may get
frustrated and agitated when the Lord only unfolds His purposes just step by step.
If so, is it because we are fearful of trusting ourselves to the unseen and unknown
purposes of God?

As Christians, we have all been called to walk this path of ambiguity and
uncertainty. In Acts 20:22, Paul's words are recorded as “And now, behold,  am
going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me
there”. Christ's apostle to the gentiles too did not know what lay ahead for him. Paul
knew he was “going somewhere and yet not knowing” what would happen to him.
Was there any anxiety or apprehension in his statement? Paul had surrendered to
God and he was not at the mercy of circumstances, situations or for that matter
anything. God has created all that exists - the marvellous vast universe and the
intricately complex planet that we live on. He sees the end from the beginning. He
is the one great certainty.

Paul did not need to fear any uncertainty. Why should we? Can we not trust our
God like how Paul did?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that our certainty is in You. Help us to
remember that You are our certainty when, whenever there appears to be
ambiguity and uncertainty in the journey along the narrow path that we are moving
along. We are dependent on You and not our own strength. Amen.
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Monday, 25 October 2021

Title: What Makes for Peace?

By: Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 5: 9

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

According to church history, Telemachus, a monk attempted to stop a gladiatorial
fight in a Roman amphitheatre and was stoned to death by the spectators. The
Christian Roman Emperor, Honorius was so impressed by the monk’s martyrdom, it
moved him to issue a historic ban on gladiatorial combat. The last known Roman
gladiatorial fight was on 1 January AD 404, purportedly on the day St Telemachus
sacrificed his life in preventing the gladiators from killing each other.

We may not perform a heroic Telemachus act to bring peace between warring
parties, but we can certainly do our part in making or maintaining peace in our
fellowships, workplaces or communities. First and foremost, we need to be
peaceable ourselves. Apostle Paul admonishes “so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all” (Romans 12:18) and “let us pursue what makes for peace” (Rom.
14:19). In Philippians 2:3-4, Paul highlights what makes for peace: “Do nothing from
rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” In
Colossians 3:12-14, Paul emphasizes, “Put on ...compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness and patience...forgiving each other...above all these put on love...” Paul's
exhortation culminates in the ensuing v15, “let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts.”

Indeed, Christ Himself “is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14).

Just as Telemachus brought peace to warriors through his death, Jesus makes our
peace and reconciliation with God possible by His sacrificial death on the cross and
His resurrection. If we believe in Christ, “we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God." (Romans 5:1). If Jesus is our peace, we need not let our differences
become walls that divide us.

It is significant that our text today (the seventh Beatitude), is so well placed. The
preceding Beatitudes imply that it is those who are “poor in spirit”, who “mourn”,
are “meek”, who “hunger and thirst for righteousness”, the “merciful” and “pure in
heart” (v3-8) who are equipped to be peacemakers.



“The meaning of being called the sons of God is that the peacemaker is a child of
God and that he is like the Father.” (Martyn Lloyd Jones). Sons are those whose
character and life simulate God in closest semblance.

If we practice the Beatitudes (or divine attitudes), we stand in good stead to
become peacemakers, the children of God who reflect His image. Apostle John
exclaims, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are.” (1John 3:1)

We are all included in “so we are”, once we have placed our faith in Jesus Christ.
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” (Rom. 5:10).

If you have yet to find “peace with God” let me encourage you to believe in Jesus,
and through Him, be reconciled to God.

As believers, how do we exemplify being at peace with others? What issues or
differences stand in the way of “Be at peace among yourselves” ? (1 Thessalonians
5:13b).

“In essentials, unity. In non-essentials, liberty. In all things, charity” (Rupertus
Meldenius, 1627). Church historian, Philip Schaff, termed this quotation “the
watchword of Christian peacemakers.

PRAYER:
God of peace, help us Live the Life, peaceably among ourselves always. Amen.
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Tuesday, 26 October 2021
Fill them to the brim

By Dr Hew Fen Lee

John 2:1-11

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine
was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 4 “Woman, why do
you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to
the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the
kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty
gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to
the brim. 8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.” They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had
been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the
servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10
and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after
the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 11
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

This is a well known story of Jesus' first miracle of turning water into wine. This also
marks the beginning of His ministry on earth and the outward demonstration of His
miraculous power as the Son of God. Jesus’ mother, Mary requested Jesus to deal
with the problem at hand - wine running out in a wedding, an embarrassing
situation for the host. Jesus obliged and the host as well as all the guests were
treated with the best wine of the banquet.

The instruction from Jesus was simple, ‘fill the jars with water’ but to carry it out
could actually be quite daunting. We are told each of the jars would hold up to 113L
of water and 6 jars to be filled to the brim would easily take 680L of water which
weighs 680kg. In those day water would have to be carried from the communal well
of the town or from a nearby river or stream. The servants could have filled the jar
half full which would still be in fulfilment of the instruction but would half their
substantial work. However, they chose to do it to the best of the ability with the
maximum result. They were in a position to work with Jesus, the son of God and
consequently saw the miracle and the blessing of Jesus would bring to those in the
banquet, in abundance.



Unlike the servants in the wedding banquet who knew Him only as a carpenter’s
son at best, we have seen His miracles, we have listened to His teaching, we have
felt the touch of His love for us on the cross, we have seen Him rising from the
dead. All of us are called to serve God. Serving God is to work with God and to work
alongside Him. It is through working with Him that we can hear His voice, that we
can see His hand guiding ours; indeed the presence of the Holy God with us. Like
the servants in the wedding banquet, we should make every effort to fill the jars to
the brim so that the blessing from God can overflow to touch us and touch those
around us.

Prayer

Dear God, thank you that you have called us out of darkness into the light. Grant us
the vision of your glory and the privilege to serve you. May you grant us your
presence at all times and make us channels of blessings that overflow with
abundance. In Jesus name we ask. Amen
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Wednesday, 27 October 2021

Title: Do we have peace in our daily lives?

By Ted Hoo

John 14:27a - Peace | leave with you, my peace | give to you.

This is particularly relevant in the times we live in. We have the Covid-19 pandemic,
catastrophies of earthquakes and floods, the South China Sea tension with
battleships that are vying for war. We live in dark times where death is everywhere
and physical deprivation from economic and financial crises abound. We live in fear
rather than in hope.

Have we come to the point of realising that we are not in control of the external
circumstances that are thrusted on us and get anxious and stressed? Do we feel
that we are not able to do anything except to mull over the issues in our being,
which saps all our strength and energy in our daily lives? On the other hand, we
could be in denial and live as if life goes on as usual but without any peace and joy.
That is not what Jesus promises us when He says, “Peace | leave with you; my peace
| give to you.”

Christians are the people of the Light and that should give us hope in the
circumstances that we live in. Yet, are we living in that peace even in the midst of
disasters and pestilences that are allowed by our sovereign God? Are we looking to
ourselves to solve the problems in our lives and find no peace, joy or comfort? That
peace and joy does not come from our own being but it's in Jesus. Turning to Him
and reflecting His peace is proof that we are right with God and have come out of
darkness into His light. If we are not right with God, we will only turn to ourselves
even though we are not the solution but the problem.

Allowing circumstances to hide the face of Jesus from us either causes us to
become troubled or gives us a false sense of security. We should live in His
presence daily, reading His word that reveals His will for us in our lives and looking
to Him who is the author and finisher of our faith. Prayer is another avenue we can
use both in encouraging one another and sharing one and another’s burden. It is in
sharing our resources and loving those in physical deprivation and sharing with
those who have lost hope that brings us joy. We are doing God's work as we help in
meeting their needs during this time.

Looking unto Jesus and receiving peace from Him is the solution to our problems.
Are we living in submission and laying it all at the altar of Christ? Jesus took our sins
away yet are we carrying them daily like a millstone? Do we only know in our minds



that our sins are forgiven but have not experienced forgiveness of sins? If this is the
case, the guilt of sins still hovers and we live daily in torment, not having
experienced the peace of God that He promises. In Him is life, in Him is joy and in
Him is peace. We become troubled because we have not been taking Him into
account in our lives. We can come to Jesus and lay everything before Him when we
are faced with difficulties, bereavement and listen to Him say, “Peace | leave with
you; my peace | give to you.”

Prayer.

Our heavenly Father, help us in our unbelief if we are troubled by the pandemic
and the challenges in our lives today and focus our dependence on You as the
source of our life, our joy and our peace. Your perfect love casts out all fears. Grant
us Your daily presence that we may know Your rest and Your peace. Amen.
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Thursday 28th Oct 2021

Title: That Whoever Believes in Him May Have Eternal Life (John 3:15)

By Choong Yoon Tong

In the three synoptic gospels, a man asked Jesus: “Teacher, what good deed must |
do to inherit eternal life?” The three gospels narrate Jesus answer as to abide in the
Law and be charitable (Mt 19; Mk 10; Lk 10, 18). This gives a false impression that
salvation is through works of the Law. In order to counter any possible
misconception by readers, Jesus, in John's gospel, employs the word “believe” no
less than ninety-six times as the basic requirement for eternal life. The word
“believe” is translated from the Greek word mioteUw, which is defined as “to have
faith”. Believing thus requires faith for one to trust his whole self onto who Jesus is
and what He reveals.

Apostle John emphasizes that belief is not just a mental knowledge but engenders
commitment to receive Christ into one's life (Jn 1:12, 17:23). One has to believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the anointed Messiah, destined to save the world. Jesus is the
Son of God, who co-existed with God before the foundation of the world. God has
sent Him to fulfil all the promises God made to His people, as the Word to reveal
who the Father is (Jn 1:18). Believing implies one has to trust Christ's every word,
that He is the truth, the resurrection and the life, and He is the only way to God the
Father. He is the bread of life, the light of the world and the Good Shepherd that
protects and guides the flock. The lost sheep recognises His voice and follow Him
and abide in His commands (Jn 14:21). Yet His command is simple, Christ merely
requires all to believe in Him, abide in His word and commands, and to love Him
and love one another.

The man went away dejected as he lacked the faith in Jesus to surrender his old
baggage and walk close with Christ. Without faith, it is impossible to please God.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing Yourself to me and given me the faith to believe
in You. Yes, Jesus, You are my Lord and my God. You love me and live within me. |
love You and praise You for giving me life, life eternal and life abundant.
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Friday, 29 October 2021

Title: Stand out for God

By: Amanda Foo

Many of us would have heard Romans 12:1-2 being quoted at one point (if not on
numerous occasions) in our lives, whereby Paul issues a command to the Roman
church: ‘l appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.’

These two verses essentially outline how we should be living our lives; as true
servants and followers of God. Having experienced the grace of God, we are not to
live for ourselves but instead, offer our lives up to Him, yielding to His will and
purpose.

To not conform to this world can be difficult, especially when we care about what
others think. Growing up, though loved by my parents, | struggled with low self-
esteem. | had hit puberty at an early age, and due to my love for food, | was always
on the fleshier side, making me very self-conscious. It probably didn't help that |
was tall for my age, because it only made me stand out more. In fact, when my
Youth student told me that she wished that she was shorter, my heart broke a little
because | could totally empathize with what she was going through.

Yet, God calls us to stand out in this world. Having been set free from sin, we are
now slaves of God (Romans 6:22). We are able to take a bold stand for God because
Jesus has already paid the ultimate price by dying on the cross for you and me.
Praise God! Looking back, my lack of self-esteem was a God-shaped hole, stemming
from my innate desire to be accepted. Through the Cross, we can be sure that we
have been fully accepted and fully loved. People’s opinions are fickle, but God is
not. He is everlasting, and nothing can separate us from the love of God.

| wish | can say that the life | now live, | live fully for God; alas, | remember that His
mercies are new every morning. So, let us (you and |) make a decision today to live
boldly for Him. Wherever God has placed you, | urge you to stand out by living
radically for God, always giving glory to the One who deserves all the praise. We live
in an increasing world of skepticism, which makes shining God's light ever more
important (Matthew 5:14).



Prayer

Father God, | thank You for the Cross; for through it, my soul is at peace knowing
that | am fully known and fully loved. Forgive me for the times that | have strayed
and conformed to the world out of fear, when in reality, it is Your opinion that truly
matters. Help me God to live boldly for You. Guide me in Your truth and renew my
mind, that | may live each day for Your glory.

In Jesus' precious name, Amen.
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Saturday, 30 October 2021

Title: Let Not Materialism Be a Bondage

By: Richard YW Yeoh

Luke 12:15

He told the people, "Be careful to guard yourselves from every kind of greed. Life is
not about having a lot of material possessions”

Modern society is steeped in materialism. The 1950s post World War 2 economic
boom resulted in the consumerism culture - first evident in the US, and then
embraced by the whole world, made worse by the explosion of cheap
manufactured goods from China since the 1980s. Unbridled materialism comes at a
great cost to the health of the planet with serious long term consequences to
mankind.

When the need for material possessions becomes an obsession, Christians should
be on guard as it borders on idolatry, which can lead us away from godliness and
can obstruct our spiritual growth.

We must not value wealth and material possessions excessively beyond a certain
point; we must learn to share what we have with those in our community.

Marie Kondo, a Japanese woman, is a global sensation who teaches people how to
declutter their material possessions and simplify their lives. Despite not speaking
much English, she is considered a guru in the field in the US. She teaches people
not to cling on to material things that do not bring them joy anymore. | would take
it a step further, and say that we should pass on these things to others who can
find joy in owning them. Too much concern for material possessions are obstacles
to our own spiritual growth. It would be wise to declutter and simplify our lives so
that we may grow spiritually in the ways of God, and not have our creativity and
energies sapped away by the things of the world which holds no eternal value but
instead to invest our time and energies on reaching out to people around us who
are yet to know Christ.

| often reflect on how little we really need in terms of physical possessions as
evidenced when we are traveling and all we need is in a suit case. And at the end of
the day, we sleep in a hotel room bed. And yet we are none worst for that. In the
same way, a decluttered life will free our energies and attention to focus more on
eternal values and not on the things of the world.

Prayer:
(Psalm 119:36-37)



O Lord, Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. Turn my
eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. Amen.
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Sunday, 31 October 2021

Title: Putting out into deep water
By Dorothy Teoh

Luke 5: 1-11

Luke 5: 1-11 is about the calling of the first disciples. The first three verses set the
scene: the crowd pressing in on Jesus as he stood by the Lake of Gennesaret or the
Sea of Galilee.

Jesus saw two boats at the water’s edge, left there by the fishermen who were
washing their nets. An uncle of mine owned two boats and made a living from
fishing. | learned that whether you catch anything or not, nets had to be checked,
cleaned and, if torn, mended in readiness for the next fishing trip.

Jesus got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon (Peter), and asked him
to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the
boat.

When he had finished teaching, he said to Peter: “Put out into deep water, and let
down the nets

for a catch,”

Imagine yourself in Peter's shoes (he would have been barefoot but | am just using
a figure of speech). Together with his fishing partners, he has toiled all night, and
they have caught nothing. As an experienced fisherman, he knows that night is the
best time for fishing. Along comes this carpenter, who tells him to go fishing - in the
daytime! He has just cleaned his nets, he is tired and disheartened, and he wants to
go home and rest before night falls and he has to go fishing again so that he can
earn enough to feed his family.

After a year and a half of this pandemic, some of us may be feeling like Peter. We
may not be physically tired but we may be emotionally tired and disheartened.

Is the Lord calling us to strike out into the unknown - “deep water” - and let down
our nets? If He is and we lack the courage and faith to obey Him, take heart from
Peter's response. | don't think he believed that he would catch anything. At that
point, he may merely have been humouring Jesus’ request. He might have seen or
heard Jesus as He preached in the synagogue or to the crowds. And as he sat with
his hand on the tiller to keep the boat steady so that Jesus could teach the people
on the shore, Peter probably listened and caught snatches of what the Lord was
saying. Did he have faith in Jesus’ request?



No, but he followed it anyway - “But because you say so, | will let down the nets.”
(v5) And when the nets were filled to breaking point with fish, he fell at Jesus' knees
and asked the Lord to go away from him, for “I am a sinful man”. He and his
companions were “astonished at the catch of fish they had taken”.

Peter might not have agreed with the Lord'’s suggestion, but he obeyed. And as the
Tyndale commentary on Luke says, “Obedience brings results!”

Even if there is no call to put out to “deep water” for now, we may still be feeling
fearful, as our “boat” is tossed about by the storms of life and the circumstances of
this pandemic.

There is a sequel to this miracle, and that is Jesus assuring Peter: “Don't be afraid;
from now on you will catch men.” (v10) Tyndale says that “Do not be afraid” means
“Stop being fearful” rather than “Don't get scared”. It also marked a turning point in
the lives of these fishermen - having encountered who Jesus was, they left
everything, and followed Him.

The lyrics of the Sunday School song “With Christ in the vessel we can smile at the
storm” hold a wealth of truth. Christ is in the vessel with us, whether He is calling us
to put out to deep water and let down our nets, or whether we are close to the
safety of shore in shallow water.

Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus, you have told us not to be fearful because you are always with us,
whether in rough seas and stormy weather or in the calm of shallow waters. Thank
you that when you call us to put out to deep water, you are not sending us out
alone, you are in the boat with us, just as you were with Peter. He did not obey out
of faith but he humoured your request. Like him, we too may need to take “baby
steps”. Lord, we pray that for now, that will be enough. And as we do so, fill our
nets, O Lord. Amen.
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Monday 1st November 2021

THAT'S MY PAY!

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

1 Thessalonians 2: 19-20 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will
glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you
are our glory and joy.

A missionary was once asked about his salary. The inquirer knew it couldn’t be
much, and he wanted to know why anyone would give so generously and
sacrificially of himself to help total strangers, yet be paid so little.

The missionary pulled out a letter and read these words: “If it weren't for you, |
wouldn’t know Jesus Christ as my Savior. Every morning | kneel in prayer, thanking
God for everything you've done for me.”

“That's my pay!” exclaimed the dedicated servant of the Lord. The apostle Paul must
have had something similar in mind when he wrote to the believers in Thessalonica.
Addressing himself to those he had brought to the Savior, he said, “What is our
hope, or joy, or crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when
he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.”

In our day, when so much emphasis is placed on acquiring material wealth, how
refreshing it is to hear of Christians whose greatest reward is to see people accept
Christ and grow in spiritual maturity. Not only on earth, but in heaven too, when
our Lord told the parables of the lost sheep and lost coin, he said “there is rejoicing
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15: 10).

As Pastors, we have often been asked what's our greatest joy in ministry? For most
if not all, our answer would definitely be the same like the apostle Paul - those
whom we have brought to the Lord. What greater joy is there than leading
someone to pray the sinner’s prayer, cleansing the house of altars and idols, seeing
the whole family coming to church and then one by one seeing them get baptized?

Apart from bringing someone to the Lord, second would be to see him grow in
spiritual maturity and serving with the spiritual gifts and talents that the Lord had
blessed him with. There was this one brother who was so fearful to pray, evenin a
small group. He had to be led to pray word by word and slowly graduate to phrase
by phrase till he was able to pray on his own. Half year down the road he was
leading that same prayer meeting. Later he became the Chairman of the Church.
That's the joy the apostle Paul was talking about.



Another “joy” would be the instrument to see young people getting into full-time
ministry. The late Bro Chong Fook Choy, often proudly introduced me as one of his
former Sunday School students. It's always a joy and honor to walk together and
encourage people who are contemplating full-time ministry. One sister in the Lord
who was about 5 years older than me told me when I was 18 that | would be
wasting my life if | did not go into full-time ministry. PTL she later became a Pastor’s
wife herself!

Another “joy” of a Pastor is having his former members becoming his close friends.
We have been assured we can call on them any time, any day for any kind of help.
That's our “Pay” as a Pastor. | am sure this is true not only of Pastors but also for all
brothers and sisters in the Lord. There is always a helping hand in this spiritual
family of our Lord any time, any day, any help.

Remember, our Lord said in Luke 18: 29-30 "no one who has left home or wife or
brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to
receive many times as much in this age and in the age to come eternal life.”

So brothers and sisters, are you making it a practice to share the gospel with
others? If you are, you'll be rewarded with the best pay of all. You'll enjoy thrilling
satisfaction here on earth, and you can look forward to even greater reward in
heaven!

God does not pay as others pay,

In goods that perish and decay;

But this is sure, let come what may

Who does God’'s work will get God's pay. - Anon.

PRAYER: Father God, thank you for reminding us that our greatest joy is to see
people coming into your Kingdom and seeing them grow and mature spiritually and
to serve you with the talents and spiritual gifts that you have blessed them with.
Not only for us Pastors but for all who are carrying out the Great Commission. In
Jesus precious Name we pray. AMEN.
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Tuesday, 2 November 2021

Title: Rabbi, | Want To See

By: Stephen Wong

Here is a short fiction story inspired by Bartimaeus and his cry to Jesus (Mark 10:46-
51):

My name is Chen Pei Leng, | am 14 years old, born to a family of three boys and two
girls. | am the second youngest in the family and my youngest brother Weng Weng
was cute and bouncy. We lived in Sungai Bakap New Village. My father and brothers
were fishermen. They worked hard to catch fishes to sell to the village elders. My
mom is a housewife. Pei Sze at 18 years, is my older sister, and she had studied
until Std 6 before she stopped to help mom tend to the vegetable farm and cook
for the family. | never went to school so my sister taught me what she had studied. |
could not read or write nor could | imagine the colours of the wind. Once a while,
my mom, siblings and | would visit neighbours. On our arrival each time, | could
hear the neighbours' children whispering, “Mang Mui ley chor lor.” They meant “The
blind girl has arrived”. | was angry and would grumble to my sister and mom. After
a while, | accepted my moniker, “Mang Mui” or “blind girl” in Cantonese. On
occasions, my father would call me “tor sui kar” (or bad omen to the family) in front
of my uncle who would giggle. | cried. Soon, | was indifferent to the taunts of the
others.

One day, Pei Sze brought me and Weng Weng to a church. | had not been there
before and was a little fearful of what to expect. We met Rev Thong and his wife
Ann. There were ten or more people in the church, with kids running around. We
sang some songs. Something suddenly struck me when | heard a song with these
words, “I once was lost but now | am found. Was blind and now | see.”

Two weeks later, | was back in church with my sister. | wanted to ask the Rev Thong
my burning question but could not say the words on my lips. How nice it would be,
if | could have my sight again. That night, | was tossing in my bed with excitement
and sadness. Would the Rev help me? That night, | dreamt of a group of people in
white, singing the same lovely song | heard in church. | was so glad. It was the first
time in my life that | had been able to see people clearly with faces. In the morning,
| got up feeling on top of the world as if God had appeared to me.

“Mang Mui! | want to talk to you,” quipped my dad at the breakfast table. “You are
already 14 years old and blind since you were a baby. | have no means to feed you;
it is more difficult to earn enough from fishing and | am asking your older brothers
to look for factory jobs in Kuala Lumpur. | will arrange to marry off your sister so



that | can collect some dowry. As for you, | don’t know what to do with you.
Someday, your parents will be dead and you will have no one to fall back on. | am
planning to send you to a monastery to be a nun where you can do chanting and
earn penance for your bad karma.” Pei Sze ran away to her room in tears. My world
came crashing down. | had no words to describe my feelings. | went to bed early,
hoping that | was just going through a bad dream. My mom'’s hugs meant nothing
to me. | hated my father.

Just as the frogs and insects began their day in an otherwise silent night, |

continued my intermittent sobs and cursed myself for being born. Suddenly, a voice
called out, “Leng Leng!” three times. The room became very warm. | froze and knew
not what to say. Finally, | asked “Sir, who are you?” A man in a white robe appeared
before me. He called Himself Jesus and told me that He had heard the burning
question on my lips. He said He would grant me my request. | fell to the floor from
my canvas bed and knocked my head. Where was I?

“Jie Jie, the church pastor is here,” Weng Weng was standing at my bedside. Not
knowing what was happening, | dressed and went to the dining area where we
normally greeted guests with tea. “How are you, Leng-Leng? Good morning and
nice to see you,” said Aunty Ann. | nodded and before | could say a word, my dad
soon took over. It seemed that Rev Thong and Aunty Ann had heard about my
plight and had come to visit and offered to adopt me as their daughter as they had
no children. “Leng Leng, Pastor Thong and Muk Shi Thai have talked to me about
you. They heard that | am sending you to a monastery and want to adopt you as
their daughter. They will teach you to read and write and might be able to help you
with eye treatment as well,” said my dad. My heart palpitated. Will | have hope at
last? | was very keen to leave home with Aunty Ann because there was an unusual
kindness in her voice. | preferred to stay in a church but not in a monastery. Two
weeks later, Rev Thong and Aunty Ann came to fetch me in their car. They brought
along some presents for my parents. | bade farewell tearfully to my parents, Pei Sze
and Weng Weng. My little brother was so sad to see me leave and planted a kiss on
my cheeks before I left. It was my first ride in a car. | was going places at last.

At their parish quarters, Aunty Ann put me in a comfortable room with a bed and
mattress. She spent time teaching me to read Braille text for the next 2 years. |
learnt Malay and English and it was hard. She also read bible stories every day and
told me about Jesus. “Jesus!” | have heard Him speak before, and told Aunty Ann
what | saw and heard that fateful night. She was startled but told me to thank the
Lord Jesus for answering my burning question. She led me to ask Jesus to come into
my life to make my dreams complete, which I gladly did. That night, in my room, |



prayed to Jesus again about my burning question. The warm feeling that | had in my
first encounter came back to me for three consecutive nights. On the third night, |
heard the same voice that spoke to me before. “Leng-Leng, your prayer is
answered,” Jesus proclaimed.

The next morning, Aunty Ann called to me, “Leng-Leng we have some good news.
We are bringing you to Kuala Lumpur Hospital for a medical check-up to see if you
can be treated.” Fast forward within a week, | was in the KL hospital and the doctors
confirmed that some eye parts could be replaced as there was a suitable donor.
Aunty Ann kindly spent all her time with me because | was so scared not knowing
what to do, eyes all bandaged up. On the second week after my surgery, the
doctors unbandaged my eyes in her presence. | could see bright lights but | was not
sure what | was seeing. After further eye drops, | began to gain clarity as Aunty Ann
held on to my hand. There was the doctor, the nurses and my Aunty Ann. | could
see. Hallelujah. Thank you, Jesus. In the distance, | heard the approaching voice of
my dad “Mang Mui, how are you now?”

Prayer

Thank You Lord Jesus for removing the scales of blindness from my eyes. | was
indeed lost and blind once upon a time. Now | truly see with the new lenses that
You have placed in me. May my life count for You every moment that | still breathe
and have my being. Amen.
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Wednesday, 3 November 2021

Title: Peace | Leave With You

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world
gives...” - John 14:27

“While Christianity was able to agree with pagan writers that inordinate attachment
to earthly goods can lead to unnecessary pain and grief, it also taught that the
answer to this was not to love things less but to love God more than anything else.
Only when our greatest love is God, a love that we cannot lose even in death, can
we face all things with peace. Grief was not to be eliminated but seasoned and
buoyed up with love and hope.” - Tim Keller

Eight years ago, | came to know a lovely senior couple in their late 80’s. They both
attended the church Sunday morning service regularly, and never failed to also
attend my adult Sunday school class for seniors. The husband always shared
wonderful testimonies of the God's goodness in their life. His wife usually nodded
her head along supporting him quietly and sometimes stopped him from sharing
too long! | still remember both of them and their testimonies like it was yesterday.
Then, the sweet couple stopped attending church service for two weeks, we called
them and visited them, we found that their only son who was a pilot went home to
be with the Lord due to a heart attack. Their son attended a different church. As |
sat with the uncle holding his hand and tried to comfort him, | did not know what |
could say to comfort him. However, the uncle looked at me and with little tears in
his eyes, he told me that his son has gone to a better place now, he rejoiced with
his son. After he told me that statement, he recited Psalm 23 to me. | was touched
by his faith and so amazed with the kind of peace and strength he had in Christ.

One and a half years later, his wife who was suffering from Alzheimers passed
away. There | was again sitting with him, holding his hand, and trying to comfort
him. Before | said anything, he told me that he felt so relieved that he did not go to
be with the Lord before his wife. He was worried that if he had gone before her, she
would have faced the painful experience of losing him as her main caregiver. He
praised God for knowing his heart's desire. Again, he recited Psalm 23 to me. What
a wonderful and dignified godly man! He truly found peace in Christ, and the peace
in Christ gave him strength to face difficult situations and painful grief in his life.

“Paul and James both say that we should rejoice in our trials because of their
beneficial results. It is not adversity itself that is to be the ground of our joy. Rather,
it is the expectation of the results, the development of our character that should



cause us to rejoice in adversity. God does not ask us to rejoice because we have lost
our job, or our loved one has been stricken with cancer, or a child has been born
with an incurable birth defect. But He does tell us to rejoice because we believe He
is in control of those circumstances and is at work through them for our ultimate
good.” - Jerry Bridges

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for the assurance of peace you give to all of us, your children. We give
you praise and thank You, Lord Jesus. You know every pain and suffering we are
going through in life. You are our God and friend who is able to understand, and
empathize with us. Oh Father, please help many among us who face challenges and
difficulties during this trying time of the Pandemic to have your peace that
surpasses all understanding to guard our hearts and our minds. We praise you and
thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Thursday, 4 November 2021

Title: Love Demonstrated

By: Pr Mark Tan

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

In the classic musical drama “My Fair Lady”, the protagonist, Eliza Doolittle is
approached by a handsome young man, named Freddy. He so badly wanted to tell
her how much he loves her. But, alas, before he gets the chance to say all he feels
about her, Eliza, disenchanted by words, doesn’t want to hear it. She shuts him up
and sings “Don't talk of stars burning above. If you're in love, SHOW ME.” The
summary of the song: talk is cheap, show me that you truly love me.

Today we are bombarded by words every day. We are even bombarded by words
that could mean one thing to someone, even if it actually means something totally
different to everyone else. Read TIMAH. According to the Global Language Monitor,
around 5,400 words are created every year. That's one new word every 98 minutes!
Yet, even with all the words in the world, not any or all could even begin to
accurately describe love. Poets and philosophers have attempted to but failed.
Many swindlers and cheaters have abused words to peddle a cheap love for their
own benefit, causing harm and heartache to others. It's no wonder that the more
informed we are through the internet and free open knowledge, the more sceptical
and cold we seem to become.

Maybe no one has been able to describe love perfectly, simply because it is an
impossible task. It is impossible for two reasons:

First, in the Christian faith, God is love (1 John 4:16) therefore to describe love is to
describe God, and there are certainly not enough adequate words to describe Him,
let alone how much He loves us.

Second, as the singer John Mayer wrote: “love is a verb, it ain't a thing”. When you
say you love someone, it must always be followed up by descriptions of what you
have sacrificially done, to prove that you in fact love the person.

God certainly knew this dilemma, which is why, rather than trying to put together
strings of words to tell us how much He loves us, He demonstrates His love for us
through Jesus Christ who, while we were still sinners, while we were still in total
rebellion against God and all of His goodness, died for us so that we might have
eternal life (Romans 5:8, John 3:16).

It is because of God’s demonstration of pure love on the cross and in the empty
tomb, that the Christian faith continues to be a beacon of hope, a bastion for the



faithful, a banner of love for all to see through the ages. Even today, through the
never-ending demonstrations of love and charity to the community, the Church of
Jesus Christ attests God's greatest commandment to love Him and to love our
neighbours.

Friends, | pray this morning you are encouraged purely by the fact that God loves
you. He has proven it time and again in little ways, but ultimately He has
demonstrated it in Jesus’ sacrifice. He did that so that you would respond to His
love in obedience and faith, and to share that love to others, that they too might
have eternal life and share in the endless love of God. “We love, because He first
loved us.” (John 4:19)

PRAYER:

Jesus, You are the author and originator of love. We only know love because You
are love and You loved us first. You love us specifically and sacrificially. You love us
in our sin and rebellion against You. You love us despite the pain we inflict on
others. You love us in our mess. It is that love - that selfless, self-sacrificing love,
which allows us to love others. It is an overflow of Your love for us that allows us to
love other people. Jesus, we ask You to make us better lovers of one another. Give
us the heart and love to proclaim Your love to those who need to hear it. This we
ask in Your precious, holy, and loving name. Amen.
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Friday, 5 November 2021
Title: “They know His voice”
By: Ps Cheng Cheung

Read John 10: 1-6

Last Thursday, 28 Oct, | attended the forum on Shincheonji (SCJ)and Salt and Light
Fellowship, a cult that has surfaced in Malaysia. The key takeaways, as shared by
Jane, were the fact that the SCJ's recruiters:

(1) targeted ‘young' evangelical Christians or Catholics who were hungry for truth
and spiritual advancement,

(2) were deeply committed,

(3) spent time before they 'hooked the fish," and

(4) engaged the targets in misleading ‘Bible study.’

As Jane shared this elaborate scheme, | could not help but wonder would | have
fallen if  had been targeted ? Bishop Jeyakumar, in closing the forum, urged
listeners to know God's word well enough to be able to distinguish truth from error.
Thus they would be better equipped to resist attempts to lead them astray. Good
suggestion, | thought.

Many years ago, when | was still working in the bank, | attended a workshop on
common strategies and scams by fraudsters. This had been organized to raise staff
awareness on the subject. One of the modules was designed to help staff,
especially cashiers to distinguish counterfeit ringgit notes from genuine ones.

One of the most striking things the speaker said, which | remember to this day:
“You have to touch it, run it between your fingers all the time - new notes, soiled
notes, notes left in the washing machine and then dried, notes of all types. You
have to know the real stuff. Then, the moment you touch a counterfeit, your fingers
will tell you, ‘something is not quite right, here.””

Surely there’s a spiritual lesson there somewhere.

How | yearn to hear and discern my Shepherd's dear voice every time He speaks. |
want to be so intimate with Him that, when | hear a voice call out, | would know
when it is Him and when it is not.

This short account from Kenneth Bailey's book shows it is possible even for sheep
to be able to distinguish their master’s voice from a chorus of shepherds’ voices.

"Travellers have noticed the wonderful readiness with which the sheep of a large
flock will recognize the shepherd’s voice. Though several flocks are mingled, they



speedily separate at the command of the shepherd, while the word of a stranger
would have no effect on them.

The shepherds led their flocks forth from the gates of the city. . .. Thousands of
sheep and goats were there, grouped in dense, confused masses. The shepherds
stood together until all the animals came out. Then they separated, each shepherd
taking a separate path, and uttering as he advanced, a shrill, peculiar call.

The sheep heard them. At first the masses swayed and moved as if shaken by some
internal convulsion; then struck out in the direction taken by the shepherds. These
became longer and longer until the confused masses were resolved into long, living
streams, flowing after their leaders. Such is the ability of sheep to distinguish the
voice of their own shepherd from the voices of other shepherds who may be calling
at the same time”. 1

John 10: 3-4

3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear His voice; and He calls His own
sheep by name and leads them out.

4 And when he brings out his own sheep, He goes before them; and the sheep
follow Him, for they know His voice .

What struck me from the above two verses are two pairs of phrases:

hear His voice and they know His voice

and

He calls and the sheep follow.

If | am not in intimate fellowship with the Lord, how can | hear Him speak, and
thereafter, determine that it is indeed Jesus' voice? Spending time with the Lord is
not a luxury; it is a non-negotiable necessity in order that this might happen. And
then, when He calls, because | am confident it is my dear Lord, | follow .

My Prayer today

Lord Jesus, thank you that You are my Good Shepherd. Lead me daily in the way
everlasting. Help me attune my ears that | might recognize Your voice and discard
the false ones. Dear Lord, lead me back to Your path should | stray from it.

In Jesus’ Name. Amen
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Title: “Every Blessing in Christ” - Ephesians 1:3-7
By: Wong Yoke Ming
(Focusing on Ephesians 1:7b)

We all know about worldly riches and about how the world strives for materialism.
Recent news reports spoke the massive wealth of people like Elon Musk (Tesla
Motors) and Jeff Bezos (the founder of Amazon), the current top two richest men on
the Earth. But what really lies behind their reported wealth? Much of it is “paper
wealth” based on the market's perception of what the shares of Tesla Motors and
Amazon are worth. These values may go up or they may go down - their values are
based on worldly perception of values. Bill Gates, of Microsoft fame, used to hold
that top position but no longer. Earthly wealth is therefore not only riches that we
cannot take with us beyond our earthly life, it is also neither fixed nor permanent.

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians reminded his readers (which includes
us) that God has blessed Christians in Christ even as He has chosen us before the
foundation of the world, and in that, He has blessed Christians according to the
riches of His Grace. That should tell us that God in His wisdom has granted us
spiritual riches as He has determined. Scripture reminds us that in seeking first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, whatever we need in our earthly lives has
been granted to us. Our Lord Jesus assures us that He has come so that “they may
have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10) - the riches of His glory. But the true
riches and our treasures are in heaven, so having an abundant life on earth is only
the beginning. Our ‘abundance’ continues into eternity. Our ‘heavenly treasures’ do
not fluctuate in perceived value - at the very minimum, they will not diminish.

Let us quickly make a comparison - much of earthly wealth is perceived value which
fluctuates. Earthly fortunes are built with much effort and toil - history was filled
with fortunes lost; but heavenly treasure is not destroyed by ‘rust and moths.’
Heavenly treasure is not gained through personal strive and toil but by the glorious
grace of God's riches. Let us be reminded of the parable in Luke 16:19-31 - the rich
man who died and was in anguish; does that not tell us earthly treasures do us no
good after this life? In that suffering, the rich man had wanted someone to go tell
his five brothers, who were then still on earth, but Abraham had said that if they did
not hear Moses and the Prophets (from the Old Testament scripture), they also
would not be convinced by someone who should rise from the dead (read:
resurrection).

So, we should weigh the options of life on earth in riches that no one could spend
even in several lifetimes against the promise of our Lord that He had come so that



we might have life on earth in abundance and thereafter enjoy stored up treasures
in heaven eternally, which rust and moths cannot destroy. Would anyone want to
build up treasures on earth that cannot be taken into eternity; or would we prefer
treasures that are earned on earth (not toiled for) and stored for eternity?

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, You have granted us the blessings of an abundant life on earth. And You
have promised that in believing in You, we shall be in paradise with you eternally
(Luke 23:43). Thank You for the promise of abundant life on earth and eternal life
thereafter in Your Glorious Presence. Amen.
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Sunday, 7 November 2021

Title: The Best Investment

By Elder Bryan Lee Z=ERfZE

Matthew 19:29

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit
eternal life.

As a young Christian in 1976 and having graduated from college as a technical
assistant in mechanical engineering,

| worked in the then Federal Workshop in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur servicing and
repairing all sorts of Caterpillar heavy machinery commonly known as tractors and
bulldozers. These were widely used in our country during those years of rapid
development. Little did | know then that the inventor of these distinctly yellow
colored machines is a very significant Christian man.

Robert Gilmore LeTourneau is perhaps the most inspiring Christian inventor,
businessman and entrepreneur the world has ever seen. A sixth grade dropout,
LeTourneau went on to become the leading earth moving machinery manufacturer
of his day with more than 300 patents to his name.

His earth-moving machines helped the Allied forces to win the Second World War
and construct the highway infrastructure of modern America and many other
countries which forever changed the world.

Most importantly, his contribution to the advancement of the Gospel ranks him
among the greatest of Christian Businessmen of the 20th century.

Famous for living on 10% of his income and giving 90% to the spread of the Gospel,
he was an ardent supporter of the Billy Graham crusades all over the world.

When asked “Why did you give so much ?”

His response was “The question is not how much of my money | give to God, but
rather how much of God's money | keep for myself.”

He died in 1969 and his legacy lives on in the LeTourneau University, a private
interdenominational evangelical Christian university in Texas.

Like LeTourneau, we must constantly remind ourselves that our blessings are all
from the Lord. The moment we think we are owners and have the sole right to do
whatever we want with what we have, we are on dangerous grounds. You can only
live significantly when God is in the equation of your life. | struggled every moment



with this thought. | regularly remind myself that what | have is not mine. | am the
steward - the investment manager.

If we invest wisely the returns are a hundred fold. Those are the words of our Lord
in Matt 19:29. The return on our investment in the Kingdom is 10,000 per cent!
That's right! Not 100, not 1000 but 10,000! This is mind blowing compared to the
meager average 2 per cent we currently get from the earthly banks.

We get a glimpse of such rewards from the Covid initiatives to the poor and
destitute many of us were and are still involved in our church. The joy and smile
you see on the faces of the recipients and the joy you feel as the giver is worth a
thousand sunsets. You cannot buy these with money.

When John D Rockefeller died his accountant was asked this question: “How much
did he leave behind ?”

The accountant answered, “Everything.”

Never has there been a time in living memory where we are reminded of so many
deaths all over the world because of this pandemic. Death is the great equalizer for
the rich and poor. Everything is left behind.

In his book “The Treasure Principle”, Randy Alcorn says we cannot take it with us
but we can send it ahead.

LeTourneau kept 10 per cent and sent 90 per cent ahead.

What about us?

Prayer

Lord, teach us to lose our grip on our blessings and release them for the sake of
your Kingdom. Help us to wisely invest the time, talents and treasures you have
blessed us with so that these will yield a hundred fold for your Kingdom. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
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Monday, 8 November 2021

Title: A New Normal?

By: Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 5:10-12

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven,” (v10)

It is significant indeed, that Jesus places this eighth and final Beatitude right after
‘peace-making’ (v9), because the world thrives on strife and hostility, so much that
peacemakers are not always welcome. Someone said, “Society demands
conformity: if you fall below its standards, it will punish you; if you rise above its
standards, it will persecute you.

Christ's principles are superlatively above societal standards, as exemplified in
Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, beginning with the Beatitudes. The
religious establishment of the day was so irked by Jesus’ teachings, they persecuted
Him.

Many Christians find it difficult to grapple with the subject of persecution because
they cannot accept the fact that those who reject Christ will also reject followers of
Christ.

The reason for persecution in v10 is “because of righteousness” and in v11, Jesus
adds “because of me”. Jesus plainly told His disciples, “If they persecuted me, they
will persecute you also” (John 15:18). Jesus likened His disciples to the prophets of
old; preparing them to expect persecution as normal, “the same way they
“persecuted the prophets before you?” (v12).

Hence, persecution is not to be considered as an anomaly, a calamity or
misfortune, but accepted as a norm, as a consequence of following Christ. Even if a
church/es or a Christian/s were to experience persecution for the first time, the
answer to the above captioned question is, it is not a new normal, Apostle Paul
affirms his protégé, Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted.” (Il Timothy 3:12)

The Beatitudes begins and ends with “the kingdom of Heaven” (v5 & v10). In the
Gospels, we see the kingdom portrayed as “Already’ and ‘Not Yet'. Already Jesus has
come to bring us salvation but not yet has He returned to take us home with Him in
glorification forever. Already Jesus reigns but not yet has His final kingdom come.



Meantime, in the here and now, Apostle Paul encourages that we as children of
God are “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in
order that we may be glorified with Him.” (Rom.8:17)

The acronym ‘HEIRS’ may be used to describe the various forms of persecution
faced by Christians:

H: Hate (Matt. 10:22, John 15:18); Hurt (10:17b); Harassed and Hunted down (10:18-
19a & 23, Acts 23:12-21).

E: Excluded (from civil rights/privileges, 10:14), Executed (10:21 & 28, 14:10; Acts
12:2)

I: Insult (5:11, | Peter 4:14); Interrogate and Invoke human laws (10:17a, 19b);
Intimidation and Imprisonment (4:12; Acts 4: 18, 5:18,16:23)

R: Rejection (10:14); Ridicule (5:11b; Luke 10:16).

S: Suffering (I Peter 4:12-14; 1l Cor. 4: 12)

What's the proper Christian response to persecution? Jesus motivated His disciples
to “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward” (v12), at the ultimate
consummation of the kingdom. Having survived stoning by Jewish persecutors at
the city of Lystra, Paul encouraged the disciples “to continue in the faith, and saying
that through many afflictions we must enter the kingdom of God.” (Act 14:19-22; 1I
Tim. 3:10-11). Again, Paul encourages Timothy, “if we endure, we will also reign with
him”. (Il Tim.2:12). Apostle John declares in Revelation 20: 6, “... they will be priests
of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him..."

Martin Luther King put the persecution perspective right when he said, “Christianity
has always insisted that the cross we bear precedes the crown we wear.”

PRAYER:
Dear God, grant us strength to Live the Life of endurance rather than of escape, in
the face of suffering. Amen.
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Tuesday 9th November 2021
Title: Grateful and contented heart
By: Pastor Andrew Lim

REEENEAYL Grateful and contented heart

An old saying goes, “Kindness like a drop of water given in need shall be returned
with a burst of spring”. Another saying is “Such kindness of a warm sun, can't be
repaid by grass”. Being grateful is the most beautiful and gracious attitude in the
world. It is one of the most basic aspects of being a human being - to learn to be
grateful and thankful.

When we know how to be grateful, we will discover the goodness and beauty in our
surroundings - it's all so marvellous! When we learn to be grateful for every single
thing that happens to us, whether good or bad, we will not be easily defeated by life
difficulties, but instead, we will see it as a life challenge. The importance of being
grateful transcends our boundaries of understanding; If you want to be happy and
successful, then you need to learn to be grateful.

Everyone should have a grateful heart; to be thankful for the lovingkindness of our
parents - It is our parents who taught and raised us up; to be grateful for the
guidance of our good teachers; to be grateful to those mentors who inspired us; to
be thankful to those friends who have stood by us, supported, and helped us.
Whose kindness we receive, naturally, to whom we would need to be grateful!
When we receive grace from God, of course, we must also be grateful to God.
Because He gave us the breath of life, a warm home and our fathers and mothers
who raised us up, so that we, as children, could grow up free of the worries and
troubles of life.

RETHE T

Gratitude with action.

Being grateful means that we are willing to reciprocate. We should try to find ways
to reciprocate any of the kindness of helping hands we received from others. Being
grateful to our parents, we will respect and support our parents when we have
grown up, accompanying them in their old age. Being grateful to our good teachers
for their good guidance, we will be respectful and polite to them. To be grateful is to
know to give back: Being grateful to God means entering His door with a grateful
heart and His yard full of praise.

In fact, when we come to God and thank Him every day, we are reminding
ourselves: we are not alone in the battle of life nor are we alone in facing all
difficulties. It is also a reminder that God is listening to all our prayers; He is with us.



The Bible says, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks for everything.
because this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”

How are we to repay the Grace of God who has saved us with His awesome Grace?
How can | repay the Lord for all the kindness he has bestowed upon me?

| will raise the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord. | will pay my
vows to the Lord before all people. We know we can't really repay the kindness God
showed to us, so instead, we give back to society by building schools, opening
hospitals, orphanages, nursing homes, drug rehab centres and etc to extend our
grace to society and those in need around us.

While we are grateful for our good health, we should know that there are still many
who are suffering from sickness and are lying in hospital beds. While we are
grateful for our wealth, we should remember there are still many who are suffering
from starvation; while we are grateful for our strong marriage, we must be
reminded that there are many families that are undergoing desperate times. If we
are grateful but could not care for members who have encountered misfortune,
our acts of gratitude become a kind of show-off. All the grace we receive is from
God. This world is full of unpredictability; the health and wealth that people have
today may disappear tomorrow or at any time. So, why the need to boast?

Thus, while you are grateful, don't regard the grace you received as a reward you
deserve. Everything we have now is temporary. We are just caretakers for all we
have. We currently are blessed with a little more than others so that we can have
the opportunities to give to others and bless them. The Bible says: “But what kind of
person | have become today, | can only be accomplished by the grace of God.” The
Bible also says: “All good gifts and all perfect rewards come from above.

HEESR Contented heart

We need not only be grateful but also have a contented heart. Those who are not
content with what they have would live hard and painful lives - their desires are
hard to fulfil. Their hearts are huge but bottomless. People who are not satisfied
desperately try to fill their hearts with more things, and the more they fill, the
greedier they become. After a lion is full, it will stop hunting - this is instinctive, and
it shows contentment of heart. It will not have the insatiate desire to kill all its prey,
lest causing the extinctions thereof, maintaining the balance of nature and the
animal world. Therefore, we should also learn contentment from nature.

Be grateful for everything we face and learn how to be grateful; be grateful to all
the people who made you the person you are today. Employers will praise grateful



employees, parents will adore grateful children, friends will appreciate grateful
friends, and God will be pleased with His grateful children. We must be grateful for
the presence of God in our lives, and we must be thankful for the countless
immeasurable grace from God. For Christians, being grateful is a sign of God's
blessings in life.

Dear Father God, thank you for your countless grace in my life. | am grateful for the
ups and downs in my life so that they could mould me into the person You want me
to be. Although | don’t know what will happen tomorrow nor could | foresee the
future, | believe that all good gifts and all perfect rewards come from above. Please
help me be a person who is grateful in everything, to learn how to be grateful and
content. My sincere thanks in the name of my Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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\Wednesday, 10 November 2021

Title: The Whole Armour of God (Ephesians 6:10-20)

By Chan Yew Thai

There are a total of six pieces in the armour of God and though prayer is not
described as a piece, it is just as important as any other piece described in the
armour. In verse 11, Paul tells us to put on the whole armour of God so that we are
able to withstand the wiles of the devil because our fight is not with humans but
with the unseen powers of the evil one. This implied that it is a spiritual warfare (vs
12). Therefore, we cannot fight with our own power but need the backing of God
since Jesus has already won the war.

Hence, God has given us His armour, represented by the following:

The belt of truth, indicating that Christians must be truthful in the way
we live our lives, not being fake or a hypocrite (suggested by John
Piper).

The breastplate of righteousness is an imagery drawn from Isaiah
59:17, referring to Jesus redressing all wrong. Since we have received
the righteousness of Jesus, we must strive to live a righteous life free
from sins so that we can present ourselves to God as being alive from
the dead, and our members as instruments of righteousness to God
(Romans 6:13). Staying away from sin by doing the right things in the
power of the Holy Spirit will defeat the devil.

Shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace is being
equipped with shoes, indicating the readiness to move with the gospel
at any time just as we put on shoes when we are ready to go. This
means to go and reach out to others with the good news of peace.
The shield of faith is for protecting against the fiery darts. We can
expect darts to come our way in the form of disappointment, in being
by-passed for promotion, losing our job, in illness, temptations and in
many other areas of life. However, our faith, like a shield, can protect
against them. How can we do that? By recalling the faithfulness of God
in previous crisis or Bible verses of God's promises.

The helmet of salvation. We must cherish our salvation and remember
the heavy price that Jesus has paid. This will protect our mind and
whole being. Consciously thinking of the cost of our salvation will
remind us to be truthful, righteous and most importantly, to share
with others the love of God and the gospel of peace.



o The sword of the Spirit is the word of God used to fight the devil. Jesus
did it by quoting from the Bible in Matthew 4:1-11. In order to do this
we need to know the BIBLE and the only way is by reading it daily.

e Prayer is not mentioned as part of the armour but it is a very useful
and powerful tool and should be used often. We must pray against the
rulers of darkness, the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places and praying for our pastors, leaders, elders and one another.

Paul stressed the importance of being ready for action by repeatedly using the
word “stand”. In war, one can only be ready to move while standing up. We cannot
afford to be on the ground or seated. Therefore, God's armour must be suited
always.

Prayer: Thank you God for Your armour. May we never be without it and reminded
of its purpose. Amen!
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Thursday, 11 November 2021

Title: The Days of Noah

By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

Matthew 24

36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;
39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took
them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men
will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be
grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

It would not be surprising that for many of us in these times, the question of when
Jesus will return would have cropped up in our minds. Jesus gave us the answer
(see passage above). Interestingly Jesus says even He doesn’t know the hour, only
the Father does.

The passage does give us a clue though. Some point to the verse where “people
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage” as the sign. These seem
fairly mundane activities and not sinful in themselves. | believe these verses just
help to emphasize that the timing of His return will take everyone by surprise. Just
as the disappearance of the man in the field and the woman grinding a hand mill.
The world will be brought face to face with earth’s rightful king completely
unsuspectingly.

| submit that the clue in fact lies in verse 37. Let us reference Genesis 6 for a deeper
insight. Genesis 6:4 says “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days -and also
afterward- when the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and had
children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown”. Quite a
provocative passage. Rather than being a throw-away line, | believe this line is
deliberate and perfectly placed and it points us to the trigger for the cascade of
events culminating in the flood. Who are the “sons of God"? This is the first time the
phrase appears in the bible. Could they be non-earthly beings? Certainly the off-
spring of the union, the Nephilim, were referred to specifically and possessed
superhuman strength and size and were feared by humans. Traditionalists, of
course, have dismissed the possibility of angels interbreeding with humanity in this
act of disobedience to God. It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss this in
detail, but do see Jude 6-7, 1 Peter 3:19-20, Numbers 13:31-33. Others suggest that
the men from the line of Seth married women of Cain but it becomes hard to
explain the unusual characteristics of the Nephilim.



Controversy aside, it seems the mixing of “sons of God” and the daughters of
humans led to “great the wickedness of the human race” where “every inclination of
the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time”. So much so that “The
Lord regretted that he had made human beings”. How does this apply to our times?

To answer that, we must first ask: What marks humanity, or more specifically the
people of God, as different? It is not just compassion, bonding, love - for even
animals show these traits. It is the sense of knowing there is a God and being able
to commune with Him, and understand the salvation message. Spiritually, we are
meant to be set apart for God. One wonders if there are any physical or biological
impediments that Genesis 6:4 is warning us about. | believe God will reveal this to
us in His time.

Prayer:

Lord, give us the wisdom to be set apart for You. Let us move far from the things
which will hinder the message of salvation - things which will affect our spiritual,
emotional and physical ability to commune with You. Amen
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Friday, 12 November 2021
Respect

Prathab V

Ephesians 5: 22-33

One of the more famous songs by Aretha Franklin is the 1967 song titled “Respect”.
It was about human dignity and understanding an individual’s inner longings. It
became a major hit and interpreted as a commentary on gender roles. It was
eventually used as an anthem by the feminist movement in the 1970s, demanding
men show respect to women.

In the second stanza of the song, Aretha Franklin’s lyrics go like this:

“All I'm asking is a for a little respect when you get home hey, baby

when you get home, mister...”

However, not many know that the song was originally introduced by a man called
Otis Redding in 1965. In Redding's rendering of the song, it was originally a man
asking his woman to give him a little bit of respect when he gets home!

This takes me to the passage before us this morning. In Ephesians 5:25, ” husbands
are instructed to love their wives just as Christ loved the church.” In verse 28,
“husbands are to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself.”

But to the wives, in Ephesians 5:33b, wives are instructed to respect the husband.
It appears to me that the fundamental need of a man in a marital relationship is to
gain the respect of his wife. Similarly, the fundamental need of the wife is to feel
loved by her husband. Isn't that beautiful?

If a husband can truly love his wife unconditionally, his relationship with his wife
will greatly improve. And if the wife respects her husband unconditionally, their
relationship will blossom and stay refreshed for many years!

My prayer this morning is that every husband learns to sacrificially accept and love
his wife as himself. Be slow to criticise,

and reduce sharp words that hurt the tender heart of a woman. | also pray that
every wife will learn to respect her husband irrespective of what has happened in
the past. Show the respect that the husband craves for and do not belittle him. This
helps to strengthen the marriage.

If you are single, the same principle of love and respect may still apply to you, in
your relation with your parents or siblings. Learning to show love, and respecting
one another preserves harmony in the family. Why not start today?



Prayer:

Lord, | pray that every relationship between a husband and wife will be
strengthened by your mercy and grace. Let love overflow in the heart of every
husband for his wife. Let every wife respect her husband irrespective of past
misdeeds. Let there be forgiveness in the family Lord. In Jesus' name, | ask. Amen.
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Saturday, 13 November 2021

Title: Always watch and pray

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Margaret Ong

Mark 14: 38 “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Dear brothers and sisters, do you know: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
(1 Peter 5: 8). There was a man of God in the Old Testament, God sent in to
exclaim against Jeroboam, afterwards he was slewed on the way back by a lion (I
Kings 13:24). The Lord also warned Peter: “Satan has asked for you, that he may sift
you as wheat” ( Luke 22: 31 ). Subsequently, Peter denied the Lord three times. If it
were not for the Lord’s intercession and special consolation, this consequence
would be really unimaginable. The main reason for this is that they did not watch
and pray and fell into temptation, so the Lord especially put forward the advice.

Dear brothers and sisters, none of us really know what is going to meet us ahead.
Satan always waits there to find opportunities to tempt us, attack us, and even want
to devour us. Although the Lord intercedes for Peter so that he will not lose faith,
but because he himself did not watch and pray, he fell into the sin of denying the
Lord three times. What a terrible thing it is. Peter did not watch and pray. Perhaps
he was confident, thinking for sure that he was stronger than everyone else, and
would not deny the Lord. In fact, Peter did not really value the Lord'’s words.

The Lord Jesus taught us, “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” The Lord Jesus knew that some people live
peacefully day by day and do not see the danger ahead. Therefore, they just doze
off and fall asleep. There are also people who feel that they should watch and pray,
but because of their physical weakness, they are too tired to fail to watch.

Oh! Dear brothers and sisters, this is not an optional matter, it is related to our
entire spiritual life and future. David fell into a great sin because he did not wake up
early and watched and prayed, and became a tainted person ( 2 Samuel 11: 2).
Later Peter was willing to watch and pray, so he opened the door to the salvation of
the Gentiles. ““But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them.” “Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. " ( Acts 16: 25~26 ). Paul
and Silas watched and prayed in the middle of the night, and the door of the prison



was opened. Though in the flesh, they were melancholic and weary, but their hearts
were strong and alert, and they could discipline their bodies and bring them into
subjection(1 Cor. 9:27).

Prayer:

Dear Abba Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you, thank you for giving us
the authority to pray! However, many times, although we feel that we should watch
and pray, we fail to alert due to our physical weakness and fatigue. May the Lord
help us to pray in spirit and honesty at all times, and also ask the Lord to forgive us
for all our transgressions. Because of our own weakness and our debt to you, we
have not fully used and valued the authority of this prayer. Pray for the Holy Spirit
to fill us, be with us, strengthen us, renew our spiritual life, and change our minds
and hearts. In the triumphant name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen!

Saturday, 13 November 2021
Devotional by Pastor Johnson Chong
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Sunday, 14 November 2021

Title: A Sacrifice of Praise

By Lau Bee Lan

Hebrews 13:15 (ESV)

“Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.”

We live in a fallen world where amidst experiences of joy and happiness, there are
hardship and suffering, clearly demonstrated by the onset of the Covid -19
pandemic which has not abated. From time to time we hear of loss of loved ones
due to Covid or post-Covid complications, some children became orphans, loss of
livelihood, salary cuts, hunger, marital breakdown and mental distress to name but
a few.

| recalled at the commencement of one of our church worship services, just before
we began praising God in songs, a deaconess prayed, amongst others, “Let us sing
what we mean and mean what we sing”. Those words resonated with my spirit
because amidst the hustle bustle of life, our thoughts and feelings are never the
same as we undergo a myriad of experiences due to the different events and
circumstances that occur in our pilgrimage here on earth.

Our hearts overflow with much joy and praise to God when all things go well for
example, when we are blessed with a promotion or our kids score good grades in
school.

However, can we in all sincerity feel the same degree of joy and enthrallment when
the circumstances are bleak, for example, when we are in the midst of going
through some medical challenges? Can we shout out with exuberance and gusto
and with all honesty declare the goodness of God and not allow our minds to
wander away pondering on the problem or issue besetting us?

What is the posture of a child of God in a trying circumstance? God's instruction is
that through Jesus, we should continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God.
(Hebrews 13:15)

A sacrifice of praise comes from the heart and is an act of the will. Such an attitude,
amongst others, includes:

(i) choosing to trust and believe that God is good at all times regardless of the
circumstances as declared by the psalmists, “Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good”
(Psalm135:3);

(ii) choosing to praise and honour God in spite of the circumstances, “You have said,
‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as



in mourning before the Lord of hosts? ...The Lord paid attention and heard them,
and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord
and esteemed his name. ...” (Malachi 3: 13-17);

(iii) continually praising God in good times and bad as exemplified by Paul and Silas
who prayed and sang hymns to God whilst in prison, after being severely beaten for
delivering a slave girl from demon possession, hence discontinuing her masters’
wrongful gains (Acts 16 :23-25); and

(iv) at all times humbly and with utmost gratitude, acknowledging God for who He
is, holding Him in awe and reverence, and ascribing to Him what He duly deserves:
all praise, honour and glory belong to Him:

“For | will proclaim the name of the Lord;

Ascribe greatness to our God!

The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice.

A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.” (Deuteronomy 32:
3-4)

God who is rich in mercy and bountiful in love has given us His one and only Son,
Jesus Christ to die on the cross for the redemption of our sins. Jesus’ sacrificial
death on the cross has fully satisfied the divine justice of God. He is the perfect
propitiation for our sins. (1 John 2:2)

Being mindful of God's greatest gift of love and compassion manifested through the
finished work of our Lord Jesus, | am encouraged to “Trust and obey, for there’s no
other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey”. Christ alone is sufficient for
us notwithstanding whatever circumstances we are in. Therefore, in our spiritual
journey, we must continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God in all situations.

Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, let us remember at all times to extol you declaring “How
majestic is your name in all the earth”, constantly magnifying your name and
praising you by looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Monday, 15th November 2021

USE YOUR GIFT!

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

1 Timothy 4: 14: "Do not neglect your gift!”

God never gives a person a task without also providing him with what's necessary
to perform that responsibility.

W.W. Dawley, referring to this truth says, “God gave Moses a rod, David a sling,
Samson the jawbone of a donkey. Shamgar an oxgoad, Esther the beauty of person,
Deborah the talent for poetry, Dorcas a needle, and Apollos an eloquent tongue -
and to each the ability to use that gift. In so doing, every one of them did most
effective works for the Lord.”

Our heavenly Father has given at least one spiritual gift to each of us as believers,
and He provides all we need to carry out our individual responsibilities (1 Cor 12:6-
7). We are all, without exception, essential in the body of Christ (vv. 14-27).
Acknowledging these truths is not only a source of comfort and encouragement,
but it is also a sobering reality, for it places before us an important obligation. God’s
gift to us must not be squandered! They must be fully used, because someday,
“each of us shall give an account of myself to God” (Rom 14:12).

When | first went to church as a teenager, | idolized my Sunday School teacher
because he not only could teach well, but he could also lead well in singing and
interpret from Cantonese to English and vice versa. | prayed to God that one day |
could have those same gifts that God had given to him. | thought at that time that
to be used by God, one must be multi-gifted and standing in front of the whole
church on stage! How wrong | was!!

If you too feel like that, just remember that Noah was a drunk, Abraham was too
old, Isaac was a daydreamer, Jacob was a liar, Leah was ugly, Joseph was abused,
Moses had a stuttering problem, Gideon was afraid, Samson had long hair and was
a womanizer, Rahab was a prostitute, Jeremiah and Timothy were too young, David
had an affair and was a murderer, Elijah was suicidal, Isaiah preached naked, Jonah
ran from God, Naomi was a widow, Job went bankrupt, John the Baptist ate bugs,
Peter denied Christ, the Disciples fell asleep while praying, Martha worried about
everything, the Samaritan woman was divorced more than once, Zaccheus was too
short, Paul was too religious, Timothy had an ulcer and Lazarus was dead! But ALL
of them were mightily used by God to His glory. Always remember we are not the
message, we all are just messengers.



| remember there was a deaf mute in my church who every Sunday after worship
service would quietly gather all the bibles and hymn books left carelessly on the
pews by worshippers (remember those days?) and stack them up neatly in the
shelves located at the entrance of the church. He must have thought that was his
only way of serving God. His quiet dedication prompted many of us worshipers not
to leave the bibles and hymns on the pews. He must be the servant who had been
given one talent but PTL he didn't bury that in the ground!

Yes, my dear brothers and sisters, ALL of us are given different gifts, some more
but at least ONE and we are all to use that to serve our Lord and “finished the race
and kept the faith” as Paul had proudly proclaimed at the end of his life.

At 7 pm on October 20, 1968, a few thousand spectators remained in the Mexico
City Olympic Stadium. It was almost dark. The last of the marathon runners were
stumbling across the finish line.

Finally, the spectators heard the wail of sirens on police cars. As eyes turned to the
gate, a lone runner wearing the colors of Tanzania staggered into the stadium. His
name was John Stephen Akhwari. He was the last contestant to finish the 26 mile
385 yard contest. His leg had been injured in a fall and was bloodied and crudely
bandaged. He hobbled the final lap around the track.

The spectators rose and applauded him as though he were the winner. After he had
crossed the finish line, someone asked him why he had not quit. He replied simply,
“My country did not send me 7,000 miles to start the race. They sent me 7,000 miles
to finish it.”

My dear brothers and sisters, remember not all heroes receive medals. Yet, for
those of us who faithfully live for Christ, as the apostle Paul did, know that someday
we will receive a crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8). Our Lord, the righteous Judge,
will reward all of us who long for His return and are faithful to use the gifts, even
one gift, in spite of difficulties and finish our race.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for reminding us that ALL of us have been given gifts,
some more, some less and some even one. And we are to use that to the best of
our ability to the task You have given to us so that we can finish that race and
glorify your name. In your precious name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 16 November 2021

Title: He Understands

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Psalm 40: 2-3

“He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet
upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of
praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord.”

Instead of watching “Dune” or “Eternals” this past weekend, | had the opportunity to
watch the movie “Silence”, a story of two Jesuit priests who went on a quest to look
for their mentor Padre Ferreira, after they had received news that he had
renounced Christ while on the mission field in Japan. Japanese Christians in the
1600's experienced great persecution from the Japanese warlords who pushed
back on many who had embraced Christianity. Many Christians were forced to
recant their faith or be tortured in the most gruesome way conceivable. That was
the setting.

The ultimate act of recantation was a public display of stepping on the fumie
plaque—a bronze portrait of Jesus enclosed in a small wooden frame. Those who
stepped on it are then pronounced apostate and set free.

After a betrayal by one of the believers in the climactic scene, the central character
Padre Rodrigues (played by Andrew Garfield) faced the ignominy of stepping on the
fumie or see believers executed cruelly before his very eyes. And at this moment,
he finally heard the voice of Jesus who had been silent all this while, “Trample!
Trample! | more than anyone know of the pain in your foot. Trample! It was to be
trampled on by men that | was born into this world. It was to share men’s pain that
| carried my cross.”

In tears, the priest put his feet on the fumie. Dawn broke and he was free but
consequently lived a life as a declared apostate and forever conflicted by his
decision.

There are so many themes of martyrdom, doubt, betrayal, faith and forgiveness
from this movie that | could share about. That is for another day.

One of the themes of this movie that | wanted to share today is of the internal
struggle that we, as Christians, face versus what society expects of our behaviour as
Christians. On the one hand, we have struggles and feelings on the inside; and on
the other hand, what others perceive us to be on the outside. Like the priest who
renounced Christ, we may have failures and sinfulness that we may seek to hide,



while on the outside we portray what society or church expects us to behave - we
say the “right” things or respond in the “right” way. | must confess that | go through
that all the time.

| have learnt that we all have secrets that we hide - unforgiveness, addictions (to
hobbies, money, pornography), casual lying, resentments, family conflicts, feeling
unworthy, loneliness. Yet, | am comforted when | am reminded of a Man who
suffered the ultimate betrayal. He founded a church on the back of one such
traitor, a disciple who swore he never knew Him and another traitor, who tortured
Christians but became the “Apostle for the Gentiles”.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—
yet was without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15)

With God, He can relate to our struggles and failures. It is okay to struggle. It is okay
to experience failure. It is also okay to put on a good face in front of others, but
what we need to learn is to be transparent before Him. He understands. He truly
does!

Prayer

Lord, we acknowledge that You care and understand our struggles. Even when You
seem to be silent. Give us grace to be honest with our own faith and to
acknowledge our failures before You. And help us to live our faith in appreciation of
the amazing grace You have given us through Your Son.
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Wednesday, 17 November 2021
Title: Our Rainbow Connection
Eleanor Woo

James 1: 17

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” (NIV)

A member of my Care Group recently posted a photo of a double rainbow, taken in
her neighbourhood, in our chat. Soon after, photos of spectacular rainbows from
Niagara Falls, Zion National Park (Utah) and other places were also shared. That
piqued my interest to learn more about our “Rainbow Connection”. No, | am not
referring to the popular Sesame Street song made famous by Kermit the Frog; but
our connection to our Maker via this symbol.

Rainbows are mentioned in at least three books of the Bible. The first three times,
in Genesis 9:12-16.

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant | am making between me and you
and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: | have
set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me
and the earth. Whenever | bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in
the clouds, | will remember my covenant between me and you and all living
creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all
life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the
earth.”

This is a familiar passage for many. Also known as the Noahic covenant, this
promise from the Almighty, is made with all creation. It is an unconditional promise
to never again destroy man from earth by way of a flood. To seal this covenant, like
in all contracts, it has a sign, that of a rainbow. Our God is a God of second chances.
At the beginning of this chapter, God gives Noah and his sons essentially the same
commands and privileges as He has given to Adam. (See Gen 1:28-30). Mankind and
all creatures are given the opportunity to start all over again - God is merciful!

The next time we encounter the word rainbow is in Ezekiel 1:28a.

Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance
around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.



Ezekiel was in Babylon when the hand of the Lord came upon him and he saw the
heavens open and had visions of God. So magnificent and wonderful was the vision
that he could only describe what he saw as likeness and appearance of the glory of
the Lord. The ambiance was of colourful, bright, iridescent and glorious radiance,
like a rainbow in a cloud.

This ties in with John's visions in Revelation 4:3 and 10:1 - where rainbows are
mentioned again.

Rev 4:3 - “And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and ruby. A
rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne.”

Rev 10:1 - “Then | saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was
robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his
legs were like fiery pillars.”

The rainbow that encircled the throne signifies the covenant of grace, the Noahic
covenant. With this symbol, God limits Himself by His own promise. As Charles
Spurgeon explains - “Thy heavenly Father in his sovereignty, has a right to do with
you, his child, as he pleases, but He will never let that sovereignty get out of the
limit of the covenant.”

In the latter verse, John sees a rainbow above the head of this mighty angel who is
robed in a cloud. Again the rainbow as a reminder of God's promise to man, and
also it may well be due to the sun shining through the angel’s robe of cloud.

In our physical world, rainbows are formed due to the intricacies of refraction,
reflection and dispersion of white light into spectrums of colours. The presence of
water and sunlight enable this phenomenon to occur in a variety of proportions.
Not only a constant reminder of our Father’s love, grace and mercy, which are good
gifts from above: but also His immutability (James 1:17). This is our rainbow
connection - to be redeemed through Christ's blood and to be loved by God, who
limits Himself because of His own promise. Let us remember, “Grace is a gift we
don't deserve, while mercy is not getting the punishment we deserve.”

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank you for Your loving-kindness and great mercy which is
new every morning. Thank you for the token of the covenant which You instituted
out of love for us. Help us to always stay connected to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Thursday, 18 November 2021
Title: What Do You Smell Like?
By: Pr Mark Tan

2 Corinthians 2:12-17

In today's reading, the Apostle Paul explained that although there was an
opportunity for him to preach the Gospel, he did not stay because he feared that if
he could not find Titus there, it would be wise to move on. He then went on to
Macedonia, probably the city of Philippi, where he then planted the Philippian
church.

As a word of encouragement, the Apostle Paul shares that it doesn't matter where
we go; as long as we go on proclaiming the Good News, we will bear God’s presence
and, interestingly, aroma.

Aroma is interesting because even though invisible, it can trigger a strong reaction.
The smell of something can take you back to a good memory like how the smell of
mothballs reminds me of my grandmother’s house. Or a sad memory, like how the
smell of a certain disinfectant reminds me of the hospital where | comforted a
family who lost their child. Sometimes even the same smell can conjure up bi-polar
reactions like the smell of durian or belacan.

The Apostle Paul writes that we are to God the fragrance of the Gospel. Some will
sense the Gospel from us and respond to it positively, confessing Jesus Christ as
Lord and similarly bear the same fragrance too. At the same time, others might
sense the Gospel from us and instead feel offended, never wanting to embrace it.
Now is it to our credit that we presented the Gospel well to some? Is it then our
fault that some disliked the “stench” of the Gospel we possess? The Apostle remind
us that it is not our place to determine who reacts positively or negatively to the
Gospel. Rather, we are to just focus on experiencing the Gospel ourselves and
share it with others freely and sincerely.

Now, it's one thing to share the Gospel with words, but what about the fragrance of
the Gospel? Let me give an illustration:

There was once a boy in India who was told by his mother to take some ripe
mangoes from their tree, take the bus for an hour to town and try selling them on
the streets. From late morning till late afternoon, he shouted at the top of his lungs
“Mangoes! Get your ripe, sweet mangoes here!” But to his disappointment, nobody
bought even a single mango from him. Broken-hearted and discouraged, he got
back on the bus and went on the journey home. On the way home, he realised he



was starving since he didn't eat anything all day. So he took a mango, peeled the
skin and began eating it. The honey-sweet aroma filled the bus and seeing how the
boy enjoyed the mango like it was the most delicious thing he'd ever eaten, the
other passengers wanted some and began buying mangoes from the boy. He came
home with an empty basket and a sticky fistful of money. The mother asked “Wow!
How did you manage to sell all the mangoes?” They realised that while the boy
didn't enjoy selling the mangoes on the streets, he enjoyed eating the mango and
others wanted to experience his joy and satisfaction as well.

Friends, | pray that you enjoy God's abounding love and fragrant peace. Enjoy God’s
love and grace, and while doing so, don't be surprised if some would come and ask
for what you have too.

Let's pray:

Almighty God, we thank You for Your abounding love and grace that You have given
us through Your Son, Jesus. May we never forget to enjoy Your presence and count
our blessings of the privilege of having You right beside us each day. May we enjoy
the warm and fragrant fellowship of Your Holy Spirit, so much so that others will
want and receive what You so freely give in your Gospel. This, we ask and pray in
Your Son'’s precious and holy name. Amen.
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Friday, 19 November 2021
By Chow Ee-Tan ¥X—F}
A SPIRIT OF POWER AND LOVE

“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control” - 2
Timothy 1:7 (ESV)

Living in a turbulent and uncertain times like today, we can become fearful and
sometimes even feel defeated because the circumstances around us are too much
for us to bear. At times, we as Christians have forgotten that God is with us as He
had given us the Holy Spirit. God has empowered us with His Spirit. While we are
weak, He is strong and able.

In his letter to a young Timothy, the apostle Paul did not only charge the ministry
duties to his protégé, he also encouraged and empowered Timothy. In calling
Timothy to follow his example of his faithfulness in doing the ministry of Christ, he
reflected his own journey of the many challenges he had faced and the sufferings
he had endured.Among them were abandonment by his peers, assault by his foes
and left alone in a Roman prison.

In doing so, Paul unpacked how the Spirit can work in our lives.

Fearlessness, power, love and self-control. If we are captured by fear - which can be
translated as timidity or cowardice, we know that this does not come from God.
That is because the Spirit would give us courage and fearlessness even in fearful
situations. This is not of our human nature but by the Spirit of God empowering us.

We see this in the book of Acts when Peter and John boldly testified the crucified
and risen Lord Jesus before a hostile Jewish Council. Instead of fear, the Spirit gave
them " power'.The Spirit would also give us power and boldness. This power does
not mean supernatural strength. It means God’s supreme power would be shown
in our weaknesses. It is the power that enables us to endure suffering as we place
our hope solely on Christ in whatever situation we face.

The Spirit also works in us 10ve’ andself-control’. Love as we know is the supreme
fruit of the Spirit. It is for love that God sent Jesus, His only son, to die in our place.
In this verse, Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue love and embody love for his follow
Christians. At the same time, we need to practice self-restraint to control our
desires for sinful thoughts and pursuits. Being put next to love, it also means that
self-control and self-discipline flow from the work of God's indwelling Spirit in us.



When we submit to Him, the Spirit awakens us to resist sin and to obey God
instead.

As followers of Christ, let us remember that God has so graciously given us His Holy
Spirit, who would render us fearless in troubled times, works in power when we are
weak, stirs in us genuine love for one another, and at the same time gives us self-
control to live a life that's pleasing to God.

Of course, they do not happen overnight. Therefore, even more so, we need to daily
surrender our lives to God and let the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwell
in us and work in our lives.

Prayer: Father God, forgive us when we live our lives apart from the Holy Spirit.
Help us daily to walk closely with You and let Your Spirit dwell in us, so that we can
live a victorious life and grow in the fruit of the Spirit. We pray that in all
circumstances, we would not be fearful but depend on the power of the Spirit,
which would also lead us to live a life that exhibits Your love and self-control. We
thank You and praise You in Jesus' name, Amen.
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Saturday, 20 November 2021

Title: God's Gift

By: Chan Yew Thai

A gift is something that is given to us by another. It could be for the return of a
favour, for a token during visitation or for celebration; God’s gift is different and can
be described as:

1. Superabundance - Meaning that God’s gift is huge, unceasing, long
lasting and lavish. In 2 Corinthians 9:8, “And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may have an abundance for every good work.” God is able to
make our resources more than adequate when we trust in Him. We
are never short of needs in God’s hands. Currently, my sister, niece
and | are in quarantine suddenly but we find that we are not short of
anything. Truly, His gift is abundant for many sisters have come
forward to offer to buy provisions and food.

2. Singularity - God's sole purpose in gifting is to benefit the recipient.
Often, we do not see this aspect in God especially when we are going
through trials or being deprived of something we feel we deserved but
not given. In retrospect, we will thank God for withholding the “gift” at
that time because it could have hurt us or we could have missed out
on something better.

3. Priority - God takes the initiative to give us the gift. It is not a response
to our request; rather it's from God's generosity. Therefore, God is
never indebted to any humans and has the sovereignty in determining
the operation of grace. An example is Romans 5:8 where God
demonstrates His love for us by Christ died for us while we are still
sinners and gives us salvation.

4. Incongruity - The definition in the dictionary is “absurd.” God's gift is
incongruous because it is given without condition, without regard to
the worth of the recipient and to the undeserving. All of us are not
worthy of God's righteousness nor do we deserve His grace, yet
precisely that is what He did. Romans 5:7 shows how absurd it is for
Jesus to die for us. Humanly, nobody will die for another, except
perhaps in some instances a mother may die for her child. This shows
the greatness of our God's love.

5. Efficacy -Means a gift that produces or changes something. God's gift
of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us helps us to change and flee from
sin. (Romans 8:4-5) Without the Holy Spirit's help, it is impossible to



change from our old self to one who love Jesus and want to follow him.
Jesus, inJohn 14:16-17, promised his disciples a Helper, the Holy Spirit.
6. Noncircularity - A gift that has no reciprocity or return. Depending on
the culture, gifts are normally returned. In the Malaysian context,
when we received a gift or favour, we returned it either immediately or
at some other time. It would be considered rude should we accept
without return. However, there is no way of reciprocity with God'’s gift.
We cannot return favour to God, other than being obedient to Him
and praising Him.
Understanding the nature of God's gift, as described above, helps us to appreciate
our salvation and God's love better. With this, we hope to value it and draw closer
to God by learning His Word.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank you for your gift. Help me to value it and not treat it as
cheap grace for Jesus paid a heavy price for it. May | be reminded of your steadfast
love especially when in difficulties. Thank you, Jesus. In your mighty name | pray.
Amen!

(Note: Description of the gifts is taken from Paul and the Power of Grace by John M.
G. Barclay)
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Sunday, 21 November 2021
Title: Big Heart

By Elder Tan Seng Kee
Matthew 5:8

There is a young man in PBC who | named in my mobile phone contact as “B, Big
Heart”.

There is a broad smile on his face most times. Totally unassuming, he serves God
and people quietly. In a jiffy and at all hours he will attend to needs in a whisper. He
will not think twice about driving many hours, sometimes alone to distant rural
interior villages where thick jungle surrounds, even at late hours in the night. In the
deep darkness or under the searing hot sun of interior Malaysia, you will find this
brother, his legs deep in mud assisting villagers facing power outage, water
shortage, clearing blocked muddy road tracks for motorcycles to pass, struggling
with vehicles stranded in deep wet sludge or delivering needed food and
sustenance provisions to places so far in the jungle only he by familiarity can find
the way in.

This young man was a volunteer driver delivering essential medical aids and
assistance to the recently privately organized Covid quarantine center in Kuala
Lumpur to a place where some of us would even dread to drive past, what more to
drive into the building on an almost daily basis.

| had the honor of sitting down with him recently and found out that in Subang, he
helps out with a center that trains and teaches young people with minor
incapacities to prepare and sell food so that they can eventually be independent in
living their lives.

This Subang center is renting a very small commercial unit, and because of its small
premise, not many young people can come on a daily basis to work and be trained
there. He tells me with such enthusiasm that if there is a bigger space, more young
people with minor disabilities can daily be at gainful work. Their parents will then
be relieved even as they respectively age.

B, Big Heart works with children and people with needs and he draws (I assume) a
modest income on a per case basis. He quickly agrees to charge less if his client is
unable to afford it and | suspect he may not charge at all in some cases where the
need is great but affordability is nil.



| have thought about asking him why as a young man he does what he does but |
have not come to this as | fear his answer may just reveal how lackadaisical my own
service may sometimes have been thus far.

Occasionally, | see him all brutally burned brown and tanned by the sun and
distinctly with red blotches and patches on his arms, evident of mosquitoes and
other insect bites sustained probably during one of his recent forays into the
jungles. Yet, plainly on his face was his broad “impish” smile that assures us his
labor was not prompted nor motivated by toil but by JOY. In PBC church and in his
place of work, this young man will assist in any area when called upon, if he has the
level of required competency.

| recently spent hours wondering what Jesus meant in Matthew 5:8 when he said,
“God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.” | even researched
each word Jesus used there and read several notable articles on this verse and not
surprisingly, those words of Jesus took on life when | reflect on the service of B, Big
Heart. It became clear that a life well lived in the service of people, all created in the
image of God brings glory to God and only a heart driven and compelled by the
presence of God (“...see God."?) can sustain and motivate such depth and extent of
care and concern for those in need (“...pure heart.”?). Souls need to be saved but
lives need to be helped as well. It is timely to probe the ‘big heart’ of this brother to
glimpse what moves him.

Prayer:

God, please help me to live a life in service to others more needy than myself and
give me the boldness and the motivation to serve others in order that God my
heavenly Father will be glorified. Help me to look into other people’s interests and
in serving and blessing others, | may be blessed by Jesus as one with a pure heart
who shall see God. In Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.
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Monday, 22 Nov 2021

Title: Between the ‘Already’ and ‘Not Yet'
By: Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 4:17 & 25:31

Throughout the Gospels, in fact, the whole of New Testament, the kingdom of God
is portrayed as already here and also as yet to come, as illustrated by the two
verses:

Matt. 4:17 From that time, Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.”

Matt. 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on his glorious throne.”

We all live between the ‘already’ and the ‘not yet'. Already God, the Father, has set in
motion His plan of redemption for mankind. Already Jesus, the Son, has come to
bring us salvation, through His death and resurrection. Already, the Holy Spirit, has
come to lead us into the truth.

We are right smack in the middle of an ongoing process of sanctification. None of
us has graduated to full completion and perfection. The battles with temptation
and sin rages on in our lives.

Generally, believers have a fundamental understanding of salvation past, namely,
the grace of forgiveness that Jesus has brought to us through sacrificial death on
the cross. Most believers do look forward with anticipation toward salvation future,
that is, the grace of endless, perfect peace lived in the perpetual presence of a
Triune God.

Unfortunately, many Christians have little understanding of salvation present,
meaning, the benefit of the complete work of Christ in our lives right here, right
now. Jesus didn't sacrifice His life merely for our past and future. Jesus shed His
blood so that we would have everything we need to live as He intended for us,
between the ‘already’ of conversion and the ‘not yet' of our future glorification. It is
crucial for us to remember that we live in the ‘already’ of Christ's complete
forgiveness, accomplished through Jesus’ death on the cross. It is also vital to
understand that we live in the ‘not yet’ of our final restoration into perfectly rebuilt,
resurrected beings. We do not live in a demilitarized zone, but the spiritual war is
fought in the battlefield of our hearts, for the control of our souls.



Apostle Paul confidently declares, “I am sure of this, that he who began a good work
in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil.1:6). The work of
God in us, for us and through us has yet to be completed. We need to know our
place in the work of God.

With sin still inhabiting inside us, we are still torn between our love for our
Lilliputian kingdom of self, and the gloriously grand purposes of the kingdom of
God. We are still tempted to insist on our own way and write our own rules for our
self-sovereign kingdom. We still tend to focus on the cares of this world, rather than
live in the reality that we have become children of God and heirs of His kingdom.
Nevertheless, the good news is that God empowers us by His Holy Spirit to do what
He has purposed for us to do.

If you have not yet come to repentance for your past and present sins, let me
encourage you to do so and experience Christ's complete forgiveness, as well as
look forward to spending eternity with our loving Heavenly Father. God by His grace
and mercy does not merely forgive you. He meets you at your point of need, as well
as provides everything you require, in the here and now. Come, surrender our life
to Christ, today.

PRAYER:

Dear Heavenly Father, help us Live the Life, of the here and now, fully surrendered
to Your will and Your kingdom's purposes. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Tuesday, 23 November 2021
| want to know You more

By Dr Hew Fen Lee

Phil 3:10-11

10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to
attain to the resurrection from the dead.

This letter to the Philippians was written by Paul when he was in prison. He was
imprisoned three times and this letter was written when he was imprisoned in
Rome around AD61. The word “know” here means “to know personally, by
experience”.

Paul had been trained by Gamaliel, the leading religious scholar of the day. Paul
studied theology and knew the Old Testament inside out. Paul was so zealous
about what he thought who God was that he led in the persecution of Christians,
famously present when Stephen was stoned to death as the first Christian martyr.

On the Road to Damascus, he realised that he has been trying to serve God by
opposing Jesus, and it turned out that this Jesus was the true God! And he says
here: “NOW, having caught a glimpse of Him, ALL | want is to know Him more!”

What could be more important in life than knowing the One who created you? The
One who wants you to spend (not just a lifetime but) ETERNITY with Him?

How can we know Him better? By studying His word, by meditating on His word,
and by talking to Him and communing with Him in prayers. We also get to know
Christ by experiencing Him, allowing Him to work through us. Many are blessed by
serving God. One missionary friend was working in Korea many years ago. She
shared that the biggest benefit being a missionary was to get to know God and get
to know herself better through serving Him.

If we have become a Christian by receiving Jesus, Paul says that the VERY SAME
POWER that came into Jesus’ dead body and raised Him to life again has now come
into our life. John describes this as “born again”. That power of God working in us
raises us out of our old way of living to a whole new life! The Christian life isn't just
an “improved” life - it's an entirely CHANGED life! God empowers us to live a New
Life.



C.S. Lewis wrote: “Jesus did NOT just come to make bad people good, He came to
make DEAD people LIVE!”

Are we born again and living a new life? As we come towards the end of the year it
is good to take stock on how we are walking with the Lord and if we live a life that
reflect the eternal and final victory.

If you don't know Jesus yet and you have been walking on life's journey all alone,
why don't you invite Him to walk alongside you? In the new life, we are not left
alone to fend for ourselves. Jesus understands the challenges we face, the
temptation we have to go through, the old nature will come back every now and
then to pull us back.

The last year or two has not been easy for most people and many have suffered
much and are still suffering. Jesus assures us that this is temporary and would not
last as the final victory belongs to our God.

God has sent the Holy Spirit to guide us, to protect us; with the same power that
has resurrected Jesus from the dead; and with the same love that see God sent His
son, Jesus to die for us on the cross so that we can all be born again and to have a
New Life.

Prayer

Dear Jesus, thank You for opening our eyes to see You. May You continue to open
our hearts so that we desire to know You better, to seek You more earnestly and to
serve You more faithfully. Amen.
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Wednesday, 24 November 2021

Title: Final Destination

By Ted Hoo

Matthew 6:10 - Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

It is easy to for us to think that God's kingdom will be coming one day on earth, as it
is in heaven now and it will come at a time in the future. The Jews and the
Christians understand it as the Messiah King is coming to rule in the physical
kingdom on earth. Does Jesus mean that we are to pray to observe everything that
is contradictory to God's ways and make it our prayer to God for Him to intervene
in all that is ungodly viz. injustices and evil in the world? What about the righteous
actions of Christians that show God's attributes in justice, in mercy, in alleviating
sufferings and helping those in need? Their very acts reflect the God that we believe
in and thus point the world to the coming kingdom of God and His goodness, His
rest and His love. On the other hand, all who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and
savior are born again of the Spirit and thus have Jesus as their Lord and savior. We
can access the kingdom of God on earth under the Lordship of God. This is the
Spiritual kingdom of God on earth that is not visibly seen by the world. If our
mission on earth were only invisible and spiritual, the Prophets of old would not
have addressed issues like injustice, broken-heartednes, poverty and disease. Life
in God's kingdom is practical and we are to work out God's purpose for each of our
individual lives to influence the world with God's reign in our individual living. The
world is facing a lot of problems: climate change, natural catastrophes, famine and
broken economy. Whatever the challenges, we are to follow Him who is able to
keep us from falling. We are thus to align our lives with what God has said in His
word. When we do that we surrender every decision and choice we make in our
lives viz. we serve at His pleasure. What He says, we will do, not by force but by our
own choice. In His kingdom we are secure both in our physical lives and in our
salvation and place in heaven. We are protected and we are provided for and we
have peace knowing always that He is with us till the end of the world (Matthew
28:20).

Prayer: Almighty God,

You are our true ruler. You have an ultimate purpose and Your purpose will prevail.
Let us do nothing that would work against Your purpose. Help us to respect and
honor those You chose to put over us on earth. But help us to understand that our
life on earth is a temporary pilgrimage and this world is not our home. As James 4
says, we are but a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. But the
kingdom of God lasts forever and that is where our true citizenship lies. Amen.
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Thursday, 25 November 2021

Title: ...the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
is seeking such people to worship him. (John 4:23b)

By Choong Yoon Tong

The heavenly Father is constantly seeking for faithful worshipers who would truly
worship Him in spirit and in truth. Worship is to attribute to God who He is; to
ascribe honour and pay homage to His worth. He alone is worthy of our worship in
our praises and our deeds.

God desires and commands the believers to worship Him and Him alone. It is not
an arrogant demand, neither does God thrive on praise offered by sinful souls.
Rather, it is the natural response of grateful hearts that comprehend the infinite
“worthship” of God. It is the greatest privilege afforded by the gracious Lord to
unworthy creatures. The concession to approach the throne of grace, to be totally
immersed in His glory, to marvel at His majesty and splendour, to ponder His works
in history and praise Him for who He is and what He has done, is still doing and is
going to do.

When we meditate on His vast array of attributes, it is a natural response for any
human soul to praise His name unceasingly. O praise the Lord for His marvellous
creation and works, His gift of salvation, love, grace, mercy and many more
blessings. Praise the Lord, He is greatly to be praised!

Worshipping God not only ascribes blessing to God, we are also blessed in return. It
draws us close to Him and enables us to know Him intimately. Our spirits are lifted

up to a higher realm, leaving every weight and burden, just to be with the heavenly

Father alone.

Worship is...

* To quicken the conscience by the holiness of God
* To feed the mind with the truth of God

* To purge the imagination by the beauty of God

* To open the heart to the love of God

* To devote the will to the purpose of God

(Paul Basden)

Prayer:

| will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and ever. Everyday |
will bless You with my life and praise Your name with my lips. Great is the Lord and
greatly to be praised, and Your greatness is unsearchable. Amen.
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Friday 26 November 2021
Title : Do you know your GOD?
by: Sally Cheong

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know
me, Philip?”

The Lord’s words to Philip have a tone of sadness and disappointment.

It speaks to all of us who call ourselves Christians. It speaks even to ministry leaders
and workers, all who work and serve in His name and under His banner. Do we
really know our Lord?

We know about John 3:16 and why He came from Heaven to this dying world. We
know about His birth at Bethlehem and His 3 years of unrelenting ministry to save
souls and His miraculous healings. We know about His horrific sufferings at the
hands of the Jews and the Roman soldiers. And we know too His death on the Cross
and His Resurrection. We also know He is coming back again. Yet how many of us
live in daily expectation of His return? Or is it just a fact that we know?

We are not waiting for Jesus to come back again, are we?

Few of us walk with the Lord as Enoch walked with GOD. Who among us can be
called a friend of GOD as Abraham was called? We claim, at times rather flippantly
without understanding the seriousness of it, that GOD is our friend. The question is,
are you GOD's friend?

The Lord Jesus told Philip that He had been with him so long. He knows Philip well.
He knows us well too. Like Philip, we cannot say the same of our relationship with
our Saviour. Truth be told, we seek Him only when we need Him. If we are blessed
in material ways and have health and home, we forget Him. We are too busy to
spend time with Him to discuss with Him about our lives, our dreams, our hopes
and our future.

We delight not in His word as David did, meditating on it day and night. Many of us
study the Bible as a duty, what is expected of us as heirs of Heaven. Not really to
seek to know the Mind of GOD within the hallowed pages where He reveals His Will.
How many of us hear the secret counsels of GOD whispered to our hearts when we
spend time with Him away from the world?



No wonder GOD loves David so much. David was after GOD’s heart. Are we after
GOD'’s heart? He would know right?

Let us examine our hearts and our faith. Today. Maybe right now.

Look inside. Honestly.

Ask yourself this - Is my heart 50% GOD and 50% Me plus the world? Or is it 90%
Me and the world and 10% GOD? Or it is 90% GOD and 10% Me and the world?
Where do you stand?

By the way, none of the above pleases GOD. The devil is quite happy with 10% of
your heart and you are free to do whatever you want with the 90%. Satan is very
liberal with sinners. He knows GOD will not accept counterfeit worship so sooner or
later, the devil will get all of you. GOD wants your whole heart or Nothing. He gave
His all, His Only Son for a world of wretched people. So don't play with religion.
GOD is not fooled. There are consequences.

The real idol

Are you and | guilty of idolatry? Not the worship of blocks of wood or stone. We
have not gone down that road nor think we will ever do so. Intellectual pride
forbids us.

But we are quite full of ourselves, aren't we? A mind that is full of oneself has no
place for GOD. Man has always wanted to be their own god since the Fall. It's a bad
habit.

Religion, some think, is what GOD can do for you - give you a good life, good health,
good family, good job, security from the enemy and a nice place in heaven when
you die. In exchange we just worship Him once a week on the Lord’s Day, do some
good works and charity, serve in a ministry when we have some time and that's it.
We are free to live as we will. Sounds like a good deal.

Hypocrites, that's what we are.

We worship Him with our lips but our hearts are far from Him. GOD said this of the
Israelites. We are the Israelites of today.

Some might get offended by this. But among us are those who will today realise
that it is time to reboot our lives. Time to return to the Cross and shed tears of
repentance for a self-centered life. Time to revisit His wounds and His bleeding side
and cry out like Thomas - MY LORD AND MY GOD!



GOD's Jewels

Brothers and sisters, GOD knows those who think of Him and speak to one another
of His loving kindness. “They shall be Mine,” GOD said. He calls them “my treasured
possessions” (Malachi 3:16) and His jewels (Zechariah 9:16). And GOD asked angels
to write down their names in a Book of Remembrance. Why? When that great Day
comes, and it will surely come, they will be singled out and spared from the terrors
of destruction.

Prayer

Our Lord and our GOD! Have mercy on us for our waywardness, our pretences, our
lack of diligence to seek your Mind and your Will for our lives. Forgive us Father.
Cleanse us and help us start over today.

For we ask this in the Name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Saturday, November 27th 2021
Title: Pursuit of Blessing
Author: Pastor Andrew Lim
Translator: Margaret Ong
Blessing that the world thought

People around the world are looking for blessings. What exactly is a blessed
person? The blessings that the world considers are not the same as the blessings
that God thinks.The ideas of the world and the Bible provide diametrically opposite
answers to this blessing. What the world is chasing is the good fortune in front of
one’s eyes, how much money can be made today, this year, and in this life, and how
to make the most money in this lifetime. When others judge whether you have
been blessed or not, it depends on what kind of house you live in, what kind of car
you drive, whether you live a life of gargling with shark’s fin, beautifying with bird’s
nest, eating abalone until you feel good, and where you travel to every year.

To be able to enjoy the blessings of this life, whether it is good to be rich, or
whether to enjoy the good fortune in one’s life, is of course marvelous. In fact, Job,
Joseph, King Solomon etc. in the Bible and modern Jews are all clever and smart
financial experts, and they were all tycoons and fabulously wealthy.

The wealth on earth is short-lived and exists in this present age. The limitation of
money is that it is not omnipotent. It can buy material things, but it cannot buy the
deeper needs of people, such as peace, joy, satisfaction, love, and so on, because
these needs cannot be measured by the amount of money, or can be purchased.
Another limitation is that what money can be exchanged for is temporary and it will
pass. For example, if we bought a new car today, it will become an old car
tomorrow, and soon loses the sense of freshness and satisfaction. This is why
people cannot get real fulfillment from wealth itself. Just like money can buy “luxury
houses” but not “family”; money can buy “entertainment” but not “joy”; money can
buy “satin mattress” but not “sleep” ; money can buy “medical care” but not
“health”.

In addition, secular concepts exalt earthly power, money, and fame. The value and
happiness of life are built upon the pursuit of wealth, authority, and material
desires, which can completely ignored or even belittle people’s lives and character,
and it can also be unrighteous. An upstart with bad character can be portrayed as
an entrepreneur, a greedy businessman can be packaged as a philanthropist, and a
rotten politician who plays with power can be touted as a noble statesman. But
such people who are considered blessed by secular standards are condemned as



“unrighteous” by the Bible. The values of man are perverted because they have
acted arbitrarily. The Bible says: “But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men
in destruction and perdition.” (1Tim. 6:9)

Since ancient times, people’s lives have been bounded by the temptation of money
such as these: some people want to make more money, regardless of the need for
physical rest, and work day and night; some people want to accumulate more
wealth, regardless of the law and moral constraints. As we move towards “financial
freedom”, are we the masters of money or are we slaves to it?

God said “Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those
things be which you have provided?'(Luke. 12:20) King Solomon said:" Cast but a
glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to
the sky like an eagle.” ( Proverbs 23:5) So Paul said: “Command those who are rich
in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the
living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.” (1Tim. 6:17)

See blessing in a different perspective

The Bible tells us that a truly blessed person: a person who seeks God, obeys God's
law, and is “complete” in behavior. “Complete” here does not mean that we can be
perfect in this life, but refers to the direction of our entire life. In a negative sense,
blessed people can be regarded this way: “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the
counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the
scornful;” (Ps. 1:1 ) However, on a positive light: ” But his delight is in the law of the
LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.”(Ps. 1:2 ) He pursues
righteousness and goodness. He lives on earth as it is in heaven. In God’s eyes, this
will last for eternity.

A different life means a different outlook on life. The life that people pay attention
to is completely different from the life that God pays attention to. People seem to
see this life as infinite, so they just work hard for this life, and all they pursue are
the wealth and fortune that exist in this present age. God tells us in the Bible that
we must focus on the age of eternal life, so we must work hard not only in this age
but also for the blessings in that which is to come.

Prayer: God! You are the God who provides me with abundant things for my
enjoyment. Without your mercy, my life will not be easy. Lord, please let me not
always long for indefinite wealth, but do not look up to you. Lord, please open my
eyes and let me know not to trust in uncertain riches, and only O God sitting on



your throne, is forever and ever. Lord, in my journey of life, | will definitely
encounter different difficulties from time to time, but | know that you can take care
of all my needs! | would like to be a person who looks up to you all my life! |
sincerely pray in the holy name of Jesus. Amen.



HRREHS

FHRR

2H7X2021 £11 B 27 H

It BRES

& MeREEE

HAINBEIES Blessing that the world thought

EHANABESHES. BIRTATREEIA? HAAARNESHNLLFHANINESE
A—HERY, HFE CALSHRENXBESRM TEMERIIER. HAFMEZRIZIRFIRY
BR, BOXR. 5F. SHARALRRIZ K, ERESHMESMR. I35 AFRHR
BigEES, BERMIEAAFFREF, SRHAENE, EEEAREEHO. S
X5, WAlZEEE, S—F2IPEIRT.

BB SHER, BT Ay, SHEREAN, JREREF. HLE22EEAGAE. &9
2. EIIEMRARIINAA, BEREFENEVEF, MEREFR—SHNES.

i ERIMEREER. BSMHE. SUINERETERRTHARERY, BRI
A, BEEXFIAEAERVTE, ¥R, EXR. #E. ZF FF BIXEFEE
BRSNS OMEE, FEEBWIN. B— 1 ERET RV RkaRrEEE
Ry, SRR, HARMNSKRET—EF%E, BRI T IHE, RREMAE T HEE
B, BER. XBHMENMMAATENVERBEREIERTHRE. MEETIULR S
F', BXFR'RKE" BAIUIERE", BXARER" LUULERE, BXF
LR, U LLEET", B RE,

BIMHEMSE AR LA, #2502, BAERMENFEREEY Sk, NOMY
HHEZE L, MLl MEEREARNEGNEE, FEBILUEAXN. — P T
ARIBRFEILSBEGE AR, —PFREOCHRARTURKERANEESR, — ML
FBRIBE T LABENBIAR. BXFHKEATRENENEENADREZEHA
A, BANEE=S, N ESIER. 220 (EILEBEEIRIA, HEEE
=, BEEMNSIFESTAMEERRERE, WARERSA IR H.

BhRES, AEMXFE—ERUNSRENE: BANERESRIR, JLURBMBMA



BHFE, MADERMIRALE, BANERNESHEY, REAERILEFAIZIR,
TEHEVSER TEARIIR, FM2REEVINEARZR VIR T?

L EARNAR, SEUE(RIRER, (RRRSEER? PR (REEER
TEREERVERAS E1D? FEMI A REEE, WEBRXRE. FLURDN: (REBWARLESHE
BHIA, TEES, UAEGREEHRY, REGEIESSETEIZZRIH,

ENF—HERIES See blessing in a different perspective

E2HIFEA], BIEAEINA: BSKE, BITHREEIAETAL=E A, XBiRR
"TEHARRENESEATLUE 213, MEER(ITBTAEREXSE. B
NERAREE : “NMEAEXHE, FNEARITR, FSFEARER, FALBEBABA

ROBE(L. FRIREIRLE: "B1T () BYE " tERREERIEREE, hERIERSHY

EEMEREE, MERNELEE. RE, IEt ENREX ERER. ELFrIIRS
BRI LFEIXTNER.

A—rREm, MBEEA—HFRIAER., NEFERNEEN LHINEERNEEREEAS—F
B, NMUFESERTRRY, FURBASESS, FMEXREEEESENHTIE
[, EHEZRESFEN], EFERENET, FRUEESENREIIESSE.

e LRl REIFSEMFEMEHEZIE, REIFIRN, BNEFAES
. X, KIFIFBIEFERECHSRY, AMDEMR. £, RIFFERAR, iKES
IR ETTER, WEMAEEE FROMRKIZESR, M, ERNALERES, FE
FESERBEIAERIML, BRMERERIH—IINER! HBEF— P —EMERRY
AV RO S 2 FERERRIES, [T,



Sunday, 28 November 2021
by Abraham Verghese
Fear or Fear Not?

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.” John 16:33

There are so many things that can cause us to be afraid. Yet the Bible tells us over
300 times not to be afraid. Even in the most terrifying of situations, from war zones
to prisons, from dinner tables to being face to face with God, the message spoken
time and time again is “do not fear."We are surrounded by messages designed to
undermine our self-confidence. We see rules being made and laws being broken.
We feel the injustices of those decisions made. And then year 2020 brought with it a
global pandemic. Some academics conclude that mankind are living in a culture of
fear now. Fear has in sense become the underlying currency of our politics,
economies, social systems, voting habits, belief systems and even our relationships.

The most talked about covid-19, should we continue to hide away in fear and hope
it will go away soon? Should we spend more money on all sorts of safety measures,
equipment and medications? AlImost in any day’'s news we will find reports of
killings , injustice and corruption. In today’s connected world, that fear can turn into
panic in a matter of minutes. How should a follower of Jesus respond when fear
comes?

In Philippians 4:6-7 Paul asks us to “be anxious for nothing, but in everything

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”.

Even in the most dire of situations, Christians should have the ability to act in faith.
There should be a distinct difference between the way the world handles fear and
the way followers of Jesus handle fear.

Brothers and sisters, fear not. Look up to our Supreme Ultimate One instead of
being filled with fear. God is at the centre of all that exists as He works out His
purpose in us and through us as He is doing throughout all existence. Take our
fears before God, lay out our anxieties before Him and ask the Lord to transmute
our fears into the peace that only He can give.

Prayer :
Heavenly Father,



Forgive us when we allow anxious thoughts to cloud our thinking. Help us to
remember, when fears and anxiety come knocking on our hearts’ doors, to answer
with powerful Scripture! Help us to challenge our worries with life-building truth
instead of destructive thoughts. Your peace will guard our hearts and minds in
Christ.

In Jesus’ Name,

Amen.
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Monday, 29 November 2021
Title: Martha or Mary?
By Dorothy Teoh

Luke 10: 38-42

Martha and Mary as well as their brother Lazarus who Jesus raised from the dead
were friends of Jesus. Luke 10: 38 tells us that when Jesus and His disciples came to
their village, Martha opened her home to Him.

Martha was the busy hostess, preparing food - perhaps an elaborate meal - for not
just Jesus but also His disciples. There was much to be done. Imagine Martha’s
annoyance and frustration when she noticed that her sister Mary was sitting at
Jesus' feet listening to Him teach, instead of helping her in the kitchen!

She goes to Jesus and asked, almost reproachfully, “Lord, don't you care that my
sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”

Jesus, instead of taking offence at the way she spoke to Him, answered soothingly.
He does not criticise Martha who only wanted to give her best as a hostess, but tells
her that she is worried and upset about many things. However, only one thing is
needed, He says. Mary has chosen better, and it would not be taken away from her.
Although that “one thing” is not defined, it seems clear that it has to do with sitting
at Jesus'’ feet and listening to Him.

Lately, | found myself busy with preparations for both a work-related event and a
short trip outstation. There were presentations to go through, a speech and emcee
script to be written, and laundry, vacuuming and packing to be done.

When | got back from my trip and the time came to write this devotion, | struggled.
Over dinner, an hour or so before | sat down to write, | still had no idea of a topic. |
decided to eat in reflective silence instead of in front of the TV. And as | reflected, it
came to me why | was feeling a bit distant and uninspired. All the preparations
related to work and my trip had distracted me from spending time with God and
reading the Bible. | had missed that “one thing” that Mary discovered. How could
there be “output” when the “input” is missing? How could | hope to hear God’s voice
if | am not spending time with Him?

Recently, | read a testimony by Leland Wang, an associate of Watchman Nee in



China who founded the Chinese Foreign Missionary Union that undertook
evangelism and mission among the Chinese diaspora in Southeast Asia. Wang
himself was a missionary to Indonesia. After becoming a Christian, he desired to
become well-versed in the Scriptures. But he had a problem. “I realised my trouble
was that | liked to sleep late and then rush into my daily activities. When evening
came, | was too tired to read and continually postponed my study until the next
day,” he shared.

And so, he decided to wake up at 6a.m. daily to read the Bible, starting when he
was 21. Although he faltered after some time, he persevered. Later on, “No Bible,
No Breakfast” became his motto. If he did not read at least one chapter to start the
day, he did not eat his breakfast. Wang shared that not only did reading God's Word
strengthen His faith, early in his Christian service, he found answers in the Bible to
the problems that arose.

There are times when we cannot avoid busy-ness in our lives or ministry. We may
become distracted by all that needs to be done and, like Martha, may even think
that this is the best way that we can serve God. Luke 10: 38-42 does not say that it is
wrong to be busy. It speaks about making the better choice. Luke’s point seems to
be that waiting quietly upon the Lord matters more than bustling around busily.
When all is said and done, few things in life are needed, or only one. And, like Mary,
if we choose that which is better - sitting at the feet of Jesus and listening to Him
speak through His Word - it will not be taken away from us.

Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus, help us to make the better choice, which is to sit at Your feet and
listen to You. Grant us the discipline and perseverance to spend time with You daily
and to read Your Word so that our faith may be strengthened and we may know
You better and love You more. In Your name we pray, Amen.

[3:00 pm, 28/11/2021] .: PBC DAILY DEVOTION
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Tuesday, 30 November 2021

Title: All The Small Things

By: Amanda Foo

Text: Luke 16:10

“Sorry Bang, | was rushing to go somewhere,” | pleadingly tell the police officer who
pulled me over for speeding on the freeway earlier. Technically, | am rushing. I'm
rushing to go home, my mind rationalizes. Fortunately, the police officer lets me off
without a ticket and | drive home happily, making sure | was within the speed limit
this time.

When | got past the joy of having avoided a RM300 summon, | was soon overcome
with guilt. Was it really necessary for me to lie just to get out of a speeding ticket?
After all, | did break the law and it was only right that | bear the consequences. At
that point of time, it seemed like such an innocent white lie, and no one was
harmed in the process. But I'd disobeyed God - just for the sake of saving RM300.

Luke 16:10 says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.” Faithfulness to God’s
commands matter, regardless of how we judge the relative significance of that
particular action. Our primary aim should be obedience to a Father whose glory is
at stake and who knows what's best for us.

God primarily calls us to ordinary obedience; small, daily actions that may not yield
immediate results. In fact, our Christian life is a long game built on a thousand tiny
thoughts, words, decisions and moments. And though this perseverance is so much
harder than we ever anticipated, it is more precious to God than many of us realize.
1 John 5:3 tells us, “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome.” Everyday conformity to God’s will is
an invitation to enjoy God even more. As we make these moment-by-moment
decisions to obey Him, Christ sanctifies us.

The next time we're tempted to tell a white lie to get out of a sticky situation, let us
reconsider. Our daily decisions to follow Christ closely are incredibly important for
our perseverance in the faith. It is very easy to dismiss our everyday situations as
inconsequential (or petty), but they are not. Following God encompasses obedience
in the bigger things, but it is also about choosing to submit to His will in the little
things. So let us be faithful. Every day. In all circumstances. It will take a lifetime of
becoming more like Christ, but let us keep our eyes on the prize, for the day when
God says, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”



Prayer

God, forgive me for the times that | have knowingly lied just to get out of a difficult
situation. Help me Lord to realize the importance of being faithful even in the little
things, and help me to persevere, for pleasing You is ultimately what brings me the
most joy. Thank You God, for sending Jesus to die on the cross that | may have the
biggest gift of all - the hope of eternal life. Help me to live for You today, and all the
days ahead. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Wednesday, 1 December 2021

Title: Your True and Proper Worship

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

Acts 16:22-25

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates
ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely
flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard
them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and
fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.

The early church had sent Paul and Silas, together with a few other believers, to the
newly founded Gentile churches throughout Antioch, Syria and Cilicia to bring them
the good news of Jesus Christ. After receiving a vision of a man from Macedonia
asking him for help, Paul knew that God was telling him to go there and preach the
gospel. When they sought and found a place for prayer in Philippi, they met with
some women who had gathered there. Paul preached to them the Gospel and
many became believers. On another occasion whilst going out for prayer again,
Paul encountered a woman, mentioned only as a slave girl who had an evil spirit.
Calling on the name of our Lord Jesus, Paul commanded the evil spirit to come out
of her and the evil spirit departed from the girl. This led to their arrest and a series
of events in which Paul and Silas were stripped, beaten ruthlessly and thrown into
prison.

The very next thing we are told about them was that they were heard praying and
singing hymns to God around midnight, and all the other prisoners were listening
to them. Paul and Silas knew they were only acting in obedience to what God had
told them and yet here they were suffering and in pain! Despite this, they still chose
to honour God as if nothing had gone wrong.

Acts 16 tells the story of Paul and Silas, who were thrown into prison for preaching
the Gospel. Their backs were ripped open with a whip, and at midnight; in the most
unsanitary of conditions, in a filthy environment with their legs stretched apart in
shackles causing excruciating pain, Paul and Silas held a worship service. The Bible
tells us that “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God". They were dedicated to living holy lives, set apart for God to use and do with
as He wills. They knew that God's ways were greater than theirs.

At the beginning of the Covid Pandemic, my senior pastor said to me, “Wallace,
keep your eyes and your ears open. There will be more opportunities to reach out
to others and share the love of God during difficult times. Be bold and creative. Do



not worry about making mistakes, because mistakes help us to learn and improve.
Think about what we should do in this season.” | listened to him with amazement in
my heart. Shortly after that talk, Pastor Isaac started to write devotions, sending
them out to our congregation daily and eventually reaching many people outside of
our PBC family. He was also visiting people in hospitals who were in need, until he
was asked to stop doing so by those who love him and were concerned for his
safety. However, that didn't stop him, he started to call people from home and
invited a small number of people to meet at his house while many of us were
worrying about the pandemic. His heart always focuses on God'’s Kingdom and
God's people, regardless of the situation around him. His walk with God is a sermon
preached every day. His life is like an epistle written by God to be read by all the
people around him. Very often, | find my pastor living out the teachings of the Bible
and the Word comes alive in the most practical way. | remembered when he said to
me, “Wallace, we are to please God not man. People feel that | am a softie, and it is
ok to be a softie; a softie gets more things done behind the scenes. A softie gets to
love people to heaven.” | know it is the fruit of the Spirit in display and the love for
God's people that lead him to submit himself for the greater good of others.

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship.” - Romans 12:1

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we praise you and thank you for what you have done for us.
Forgive us, if we do not live the life that is pleasing to you. Help us to surrender
ourselves to you as a living sacrifice, to be holy and pleasing to you as our true and
proper worship. Thank you, Father. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Thursday, 2 December 2021
Title: A Hopeful Christmas
Pr Mark Tan

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

As we come to the season of Advent, the first week is traditionally referred to as the

week of hope. Hope might seem to be difficult to muster up these days. But, here
are some things from Christmas that we can draw hope from:

1.

Christmas is a birthday celebration

Christmas celebrates the first arrival of our Lord Jesus on this earth. It's
a birthday celebration. This is unique because we generally do not
celebrate birthdays of people who have passed away. We celebrate
birthdays of living people. To celebrate Christmas is to affirm that our
Lord Jesus is alive, that He has conquered sin and death and that He is
alive even today. Celebrating Christmas means that the same Lord
Jesus who died for our sins is alive even today.

This is 2021 of the year of our Lord

Japan recently saw the end of the reign of the Emperor Akihito and the
beginning of the reign of the new Emperor Naruhito. With that, the
year of the previous traditional calendar ended, and they restarted
back to Year 1 of the new reign. Compared to today’s calendar, it is
rather significant to see that this is the year 2021 of the reign of our
Lord Jesus. This means that Jesus continues to rule and reign all these
years till today, and forevermore. Indeed, while the early church could
have begun the new calendar from the establishment of the one holy
united catholic church, it was decided to count the years from the year
Jesus was born. This is because it is not the church that rules, but
Christ. Celebrating Christmas means that the Lord Jesus is in charge
and in control of our world, and He looks after us with love, mercy and
compassion.

Christmas is a time of gift giving to others

The peculiar Christmas tradition is that instead of bearing gifts for
Jesus, we give gifts to other people, especially to those in need. This is
in wonderful reflection to the fact that for this King Jesus, rather than
receiving more gifts which He deserves, He came to be a gift of grace
and hope for all humanity. Celebrating Christmas means to share the



hope that the gift of grace, forgiveness, mercy and love of our Lord

Jesus is for us and for many more.
So this year, as we try and muster up the Christmas spirit in us, | want to challenge
us to draw the Christmas spirit not merely from the food, decoration and presents,
but from what Christmas genuinely means: that God loves us so much that rather
than forsake us, He gave us hope in the birth, ministry, death and resurrection of
His Son, Jesus, whom we celebrate this season.

PRAYER:

Merciful God, who sent Your Son Jesus for our salvation: Give us grace to heed the
warnings of Your Holy Spirit and forsake our sins that we may greet with joy and
hope the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Friday, 3 December 2021

Title: “To Forgive - An act of grace”
By: Ps Cheong Cheng Cheung
Matthew 18:23-35

The parable of the unforgiving slave is familiar to all of us. Significant phrases such
as:

"The kingdom of God is like . . .”

"ten thousand talents”

"moved with compassion”

"you wicked servant”

" Should you not also have had compassion, . .. just as | had pity on you”

tells us the Lord has no intention of allowing us to dismiss this story as an
entertaining but irrelevant tale.

From the very start we need to embrace that if Christ's Spirit is in us, we are to
embody the kingdom of God in all our actions and attitudes. Christ is speaking to
His disciples and His words remind us what He is teaching here is SOP, applicable to
every kingdom citizen.

The supreme example and source of forgiveness is God's forgiveness. Do we
recognise that the unforgiving slave owed the king this huge, unrepayable debt?
Here, the estimate in today’s terms is three billion dollars, an unimaginable sum for
the likes of you and I. So we might distance ourselves from the parable,

thinking, "Doesn’t apply to me”. But wait. | was like that slave owing God a debt of
sin | could never repay. God was moved with compassion. It cost God the Father His
own Son to forgive my sin. | was hopelessly in bondage. Eternal separation from
God beckoned. By the grace and mercy of God, | was fully, freely and finally
forgiven through the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus.

Forgiveness is not optional because it is grounded in grace, in Calvary. Therefore,
the example of the Lord Jesus is our benchmark. Just as He forgave us, so we are
compelled to forgive those whom we believe have wronged, hurt, misused,
misjudged or mistreated us.

We see this expectation played out in the second half of the parable. The focus is
on the ungrateful behaviour of the unforgiving slave. The king called him “wicked.”
In verse 33, the lynchpin question is posed by the king: "Should you not also have
had compassion on your fellow servant?”. Literally it means "Wasn't it necessary for
you to show compassion to your fellow servant just as | had on you?” The bottom



line is the unforgiving slave has not fully grasped the enormity of what the king has
done for him.

Through my working life, especially the earlier years, there have been times when |
have been misjudged, situations when | have been badly misunderstood and called
names. The people involved are in the past. | have forgiven them in my heart. God
is gracious, and time heals. And | know there have also been others whom | have
wrongly judged, and unfairly treated, and given the opportunity | would ask for
forgiveness from them.

We may have heard of the illustration of unforgiveness being likened to a millstone
around one’s neck, enslaving the person to a lifetime of bitter thoughts and
memories. You may say the other person did untold harm emotionally to you. But
bear in mind what your sin did to the Son of God and what it cost him to declare
you are forgiven. By accepting His forgiveness, you have the freedom and strength
not to be bound by the past and let go of that wrong done to you. Release that
other person from your desire to retaliate. This is an important first step. Then the
weight of the millstone will slowly cease to be a drag on your life. Time will heal the
bitterness till one day, a whole day will pass without those memories arising in your
thoughts.

My Prayer today

Gracious Heavenly Father, forgive me once again, the times when | have said or
done things to people | should not have. | have disappointed you and probably hurt
them.

Help me to appreciate, over and over again, what the Lord Jesus did, and that |
should freely forgive as you have forgiven me.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Corrie ten Boom's testimony regarding forgiveness:
https://lifebeautifulmagazine.com/profiles/corrie-ten-boom-the-power-of-
forgiveness



BHRR

EHif, 2021 F£12H3 H

fral: "EER— LABEEAN"

(==l SUTES S ]

BE: REENIALK

AR ML EA IR R EBRAE., SXBE—LHFEREIEHIFF(], EEER
TRUERNEXNESF— M EEMEL XK ZERINE:

"REF....."
—FRF"

T L

HRTEINA"

FAREAIIIREIRIRE, (SFRIIARID? "

N—FHERATHRERS, MREENRERINEA, RITABERIFTETATISE
CPIUHIRE, EEREROA T, (RERER), (KBTS SIBRRE
B2, ERTFE—RENTR.

AHRESEFNRRR LFIEE. BIIRERRE, XM FARARMMARTEEE

. TORERRIRSS? EIXE, BESRIAEMGITR 30 (2555T, MTHREXEFRIAFKR
—MELESRRET. AT umEE—ia, 8, "SAKC. BEF
—F, BRGEIBMIA—E, X7 LEF—EBKELEHERNTE R, EFAHTRED. R
#HETHE L FRERERFE. BAIR Ut FERIE. REEECKS LHKIT

o, RELFIBEINCK, FETESRIHEItEETee. RBEMRLRIE
ple

Cio

=a
D,
X

=
E=

HAARRUEAELN, RACEEEREMEEAIEM L, Fit, FERERFIEFEER
MR, IEAMEEERARAI—RF, BAIEAEAEEIERAIAET. (BET. ik
T RATEER TRIIBA.

BAIBRIX MBSO LI TX MR, EREAEBARE MISRRNITA.
ERRMED AT, FEH 33T, ERET—PRBRYERE: RN SIMIRRIEEE?
FHREE, "MWERAFREEIHR—FRRINREMHE? " REEX N ARESAI A
BB T IR FE T At FERISIBRIEARE .



EERNITEEES, FHERESE, BIURBHIEER, REiRXE, K5, MIRNAE
ZpAEE. FBELKELBERR 7], L2, BETLUAR. FAEREH
b ANBEGEIRIFIRT, AR, WRETS, RASERMIFER.

HATT BB XA F . AR — AR F LREG, X PA—EEEE
ERIRERMCIZAT R, (RATRERIRII S ERMB LXHMREMN T BRRIGE. BIBICERRY
FEXS LRI LT A, LUIRMBASHRFEERMTE T AN, BRI, (75
BTEHNNE, ARIENRE, W IHMRFHCRSEIR. XI5 MRRERIEE R
¥, XREBWNF—F. Ah, EANEEREEIABRMEENER. HESaRE
&, HRE—X, —EBX#HIE, FRREPASHINXEICZ.

HSKRAIES:

ZENRR, BXRRRK, RRERBES AT SIS ANIZ IS, FOHRRET, i
AJREME 7). IBREIR RN —RHBISTEEHRERATIMAY, FRIZATTEIEER, iR
RS T, Z=HREARYE, Bl ).

IR EERR DI :
https://lifebeautifulmagazine.com/profiles/corrie-ten-boom-the-power-of-
forgiveness



Saturday, 4 December 2021

Title: The Temptation of Jesus

By: Wong Yoke Ming

Matthew 4:9

And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
We have read this passage in Matthew 4 many times and we are so, so grateful that
Jesus did not agree to bow down to worship Satan. But do we consider that these
temptations were directed, not to Jesus Christ fully God, but to Jesus Christ fully
man?

John 1:1 reminded us that in the beginning was the Word and the Word was with
God and the Word was God; but we sometimes overlook John 1:14 - “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us.”

Now, that ought to bring our minds that God came into our midst and dwelt with
us. Should this then take us to another plane of reality? What do we think would
have happened if Jesus, wholly man, had given in to temptation and bowed down to
Satan in worship? But “Oh, we say, this could never happen because He is God.”
And that's just the point of this devotion - it was Jesus the ‘last Adam’ who was
under attack. And his retort may be summed up thus - “You shall not put the Lord
your God to the test; be gone.”

And yet, today, the world has indeed bowed down to Satan and has been
consumed with the power and influence within the ‘kingdoms of the world.” We only
need to read the news to know of corruption on a scale never seen before in
history, but will, | believe, certainly be surpassed in time to come.

Know that the temptations of Satan were visited on Jesus at the beginning of His
earthly ministry. If He had succumbed, the Cross would never have been. Note that
after the ‘wilderness temptation,’ He started His earthly ministry and called His first
disciples.

What of our own ministry in response to the ‘great commission’? Are we credible in
our witness? Have we bowed down before Satan to gain access to the ‘kingdoms of
the world? As Christians, we carry the name of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote
(in Romans 8) that the whole world is groaning in futility and waiting for the sons of
God to be revealed.

As another year closes, it has been a year with little freedom of movement. It
should have been a year of reflection on our calling to be salt and light. And as we
prepare our hearts to begin another year, how would we resolve not to bow down



to the temptation of the ‘kingdoms of this world? At this time, this should be a
sobering thought, remembering that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, as we come to the end of another year, we pray that You would
dominate our thoughts and our hearts. We pray that we would strengthen our
resolve to be salt and light, not for the kingdoms of the earth, but for the glorious
Kingdom of the Eternal God. Amen.
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Sunday, December 5th 2021

Title: Looking at suffering from a different perspective

Author: Pastor Andrew Lim

Translator: Margaret Ong

Bible passage: John 9:1-3

Once Jesus and his disciples met a man who was born blind and suffering, and “His
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?’(John 9:2) Usually, people would think: “What goes around comes
around.” Does a person have a disability because he has sinned in his previous life
and has met with retribution in this life or because his parents have sinned and
retribution has come upon him now? Many people have this kind of thinking. Such
questions perhaps reflect a mentality that we have when we meet less fortunate
people—It is not so much about compassion for them, but rather comparing
ourselves with them and feeling good about ourselves.

It's not about who has sinned, but that the works of God might be displayed in him

The Lord Jesus reminds us not to only see the sins of others and ignore our own.
We are still alive and well not because we are better than others, but because of
God's patience and tolerance, and mercy on us for giving us opportunities to
repent. Unfortunately, this is something that people often fail to see. Jesus uniquely
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God
should be revealed in him."(John. 9:3 ) Some people often think that any suffering is
the result of this person’s sin. In fact, the Lord Jesus did not mean that the blind
person or that his parents had no sin. Rather, the fact that the man and his parents
committed a crime or not has no direct causal connection to the fact that he was
born blind and suffering. But Jesus pointed out the preciousness of this man’s life.
Even though his life seems to be incomplete, God still loves and values him dearly,
and He wants to use him even more. In the eyes of others, he is just a blind beggar.
But after meeting Jesus, his life shall bring changes, and God will use his life to
witness for and glorify God.

Man'’s perception of suffering

What man thinks of as suffering and what God thinks of as suffering are different.
When people face the great pain of life, when they are helpless, out of control, and
incapable, they will naturally utter cries of anguish, weep with agony, and struggle
on their own. The common response is to blame others, give up on themselves, and
then seek material anaesthesia, participate in activities without restraint, indulge in
entertainment, or bury themselves in work in order to make themselves forget their



misery. However, they discover that this will only bring about the illusion of
temporary relief, while the lurking pain continues to consume their hearts in the
dark. Of course, when life gives lemons, some people make lemonade and stand
firm amidst the pain because there is always a way out.

Moulded and transformed by God during suffering

No one likes to suffer in pain or welcome torture, but the suffering inflicted on
people will come countless times in a person'’s life. It can not be avoided or
escaped. For Christians, when we face different pains, some even unbearable, we
know that we are entering God's grace and power, pushing us into His presence
and relying on Him—-Because we know that in our suffering, God is in control.
Since He has overcome the world, He will certainly be able to help us face this
challenge. The pain we feel is a way for us to let go of ourselves and turn to
establish an intimate relationship with God. Although our body is in pain, we are
spiritually moulded and transformed by God. In any suffering, we are definitely not
alone, because God is with us and this is not based on feelings, but by believing in
God's faithfulness, because He is definitely the God who keeps His covenant.

Believe that God allows us to suffer for our good

Many good things happen after suffering. If we see the benefits behind suffering,
we will no longer feel helpless. “And we know that all things work together for good
to those who love God .” (Rom. 8:28 ) We cannot control the occurrence of pain, but
we can control how we react when facing pain. Positive people see good things in a
bad situation, but negative people come up with bad things from a good situation!
In addition to knowing how to run to God to gain strength, a wise sufferer also
knows how to humble himself to seek help from the right person. Those who seek
help have a chance to overcome pain, and those who do not seek help will certainly
continue to be tossed by pain. In suffering, we do not sit and wait for life to be
consumed but use the bitter suffering we have experienced to help those who are
experiencing pain. People who stand up from pain allow themselves to transcend
and overcome it. Although sometimes we cannot understand God’s way of allowing
us to suffer, we believe that the occurrence of suffering is to open up opportunities
for God to work in our lives and draw us closer to Him. (Joseph, Daniel, Job, etc.
have all set good examples for us)

Those who live without God in their lives experience life’s pain, suffering, death,
injury, sorrow, grief, danger, and trauma. When faced with stress, shock, anger,
panic, fear, anxiety, boredom, confusion, hatred, distress, regret, deep down in



their hearts, they feel that there is no one that they can talk to, no one they can
depend on and feel helpless in life and they need to struggle alone. They can only
bite the bullet and scream deep inside. However, those who regard God as God
knows that He loves and values us, so we can have unlimited expectations and
know that what we expect will come true. Because the Bible promises us: “l will
never leave you nor forsake you.” (Heb. 13:5) Therefore, we can entrust our
sufferings and burdens of life, emotions, and mind to God, who understands our
feelings, who comforts, who relieves, whose word guides, instructs and empowers
us to move forward in desperate times. Expect God to give us divine wisdom to face
problems and sufferings and to live through the valley of death in our lives,
emotions and minds with peace. So when we are facing suffering, remember
“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2') God will use
our experience to witness for Him.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you, when uncontrollable pain comes upon me, when |
suffer tremendously, | know | am definitely not alone, because you are willing to be
my comfort and help at any time. You have promised not to leave me or forsake me
but to be with me. You are the God | can rely on. Thank you for your willingness to
accompany me throughout my entire unpredictable life. Thank you, heavenly
Father. Sincere thanks are in the holy name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.
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Monday 6th December 2021

Will We Be Seeing Our Loved Ones In Heaven?

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

2 Timothy 1:5 “l have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, | am persuaded, now lives in you
also.”

When a team of Christians visited Stavropol, Russia, in 1994 to hand out Bibles, a
local citizen said he recalled seeing Bibles in an old warehouse. They had been
confiscated in the 1930s when Stalin was sending believers to the gulags.
Amazingly, the Bibles were still there.

Among those who showed up to load them onto trucks was a young agnostic
student just wanting to earn a day’s wage. But soon he slipped away from the job to
steal a Bible. A team member went looking for him and found him sitting in a
corner weeping. Out of the hundreds of Bibles, he had picked up one that bore the
handwritten signature of his own grandmother. Persecuted for her faith, she had
no doubt prayed often for her family and her city. God used that grandmother’s
Bible to convict that young man.

God has no grandchildren. We must each become first-generation believers
through personal faith in Jesus. But the devotion to God of a grandparent or parent
is a powerful ally of His Spirit to bring our children to Christ.

Paul encouraged Timothy by recalling the faith of his grandmother and mother.
Although Timothy's faith was his own, it was deeply linked to theirs. What a great
reminder for us who are parents and grandparents to be faithful in sharing our
faith to our loved ones so that we will all see them up in heaven one day! Someone
wrote:

We can help our precious children

Follow in God's way,

Living out our faith with gladness,

Praying every day.

Once a young Christian in my church at the Wake Service of his non-Christian father
asked how could he be happy in heaven knowing his father won't be there. Indeed,
how could this young man be happy in heaven knowing full well his beloved dad
would not be there? Till now, | couldn’t find a good answer to that question. Chinese
New Year Eve dinner is a once-a-year occasion we all expect our family members
from far and wide to come back to celebrate with us. How much more we all look



forward to see ALL our family members and loved ones in heaven celebrating for
eternity!

Proverbs 22:6 says “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will
not turn from it.” What have we Christian parents and grandparents been teaching
our children or grandchildren? Timothy's grandma and mother have indeed left a
rich legacy for him to become what he was and thus greatly used by God. They
have now of course met up in heaven and will spend their eternity recalling all
those precious moments they had on earth. What a great joy that would be!

Looking through the prayer requests for salvation of many of our church members
for their loved ones during the pandemic brings out this desire to meet up with
them in heaven when we all get there. | think nothing on earth or in heaven will
bring us greater joy than seeing them up there with us.

My wife and | have always reminded our children that no matter what happens in
their life, they must never leave God, and should serve God with whatever God has
blessed them with. As parents we all want our children to study hard and earn a
good living and that's right and proper, nothing wrong with that. But what good is it
if they become the most brilliant or richest guy on earth if we don't get to spend
eternity with them in heaven? Will we be truly happy up there?

So, my dear brothers and sisters, if some of your loved ones, may they be children,
grandchildren, spouse, parents, brothers, sisters, family members, relatives and
good friends, have yet to come to know our Lord, this Christmas will be a good
opportunity for us to share with them what Christmas is all about. May we all meet
up with our loved ones one day in the presence of our Lord.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, we thank you for saving us and giving us forgiveness of sins and
eternal life. For that we are truly grateful, but now Lord, we want to pray for all our
loved ones who are yet to come to know you as their Lord and Saviour. One of our
greatest joys and desires is to see all of them in heaven with us one day. We
commit each of them in your loving hands. In your precious Name we pray. AMEN
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Tuesday, 7 December 2021

Title: All Aboard The Final Flight?

By: Pastor Chong Cheng Cheung

“.... the time of my departure is imminent....” (2 Timothy 4:6)

“In Flanders Fields” is a poem written in 1915 by the Canadian poet, soldier, and
physician John McCrae, as a memorial to those who died in a World War | battle
fought at Ypres, Belgium. Amongst its many themes are the tragedy of the soldiers’
deaths, as well as questions of life, nature, and war.

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie,

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

The poem is written in the voice of a group of soldiers (collectively “The Dead”) who
have recently died in battle, in this same place. These deaths were untimely and
tragic. The phrase “short days ago” emphasizes how recently these deaths
occurred, while the warm imagery of “dawn,” “sunset,” and “love” underscores just
how much “The Dead” lost when they died. This sense of death without peace
continues throughout the poem'’s final stanza, with restless imagery such as “failing
hands” and dead that “shall not sleep.”

All of this, in the name of a cause; in this case, war. The poem stops short of saying
whether the soldiers’ deaths, though noble, achieved anything enduring.

Even today, in many ways, those who leave this earth without Christ pass on “In
Flanders Fields”. Because of sin, “dawn” and “sunset” have lost its warmth. Now, the
spectre of senseless loss, through armed conflict or otherwise, once again looms.



How different the above scenario is for Christ’s disciple as we read a portion from
one of Paul's last epistles and what he declares as he awaits his departure. The
sense of hope, of mission accomplished and of anticipation are there for all to read.

“For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure is imminent. | have fought the good fight, | have completed the race, |
have kept the faith. Finally, the crown of righteousness is reserved for me, that the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but
also to all who have loved his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4: 6-8)

We can read the sense of hope in his words. He can think of no greater privilege
and honour than to be an offering to his Lord. For some, death means a hopeless
end; they do not know where they are going. For Paul, he is entering a realm of
endless hope, he looks forward to departing from the physical to the spiritual; to be
with the beloved Lord he has served with such devotion.

We can read the sense of completion in his words. For Paul, it has not been the
100-metre sprint where it is all over in ten seconds. But it has been the marathon -
2 plus hours of sustained, intense pressure on his heart and every muscle in his
body, requiring strategy adjustments during the race and calculated stamina. The
race has been mentally stressful and physically demanding. Yes, it may mean for
some of you - thirty, forty, fifty or even more - years of faithful consecration. For
him, it meant endurance and stickability and he could at last see the finishing line.

We can read Paul's sense of anticipation. Given Paul's years of dedication,
persecution and suffering for the sake of the gospel, he looked forward to his
glorification in accordance with God’s promises. And, of course, a well-earned rest
and the Lord’'s commendation, “Well done, good and faithful servant”.

Finish your work, then rest,

Till then rest never,

Since rest for you with God

Is rest forever.

(From “Streams in the Desert” - Mrs LB Cowman)
My Prayer today

Heavenly Father and God of the universe, what is man that You are mindful of him?
Yet Your roving eye scans the corners of the earth to seek the heart that would
desire not to perish, as those who did, in Flanders Fields. We are grateful that You
are not a punitive God, seeking first to inflict judgement. You are a loving God,



seeking us as Your sheep like the Good Shepherd, to bring us back into Your fold. |
pray those who hear Your voice will respond. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Wednesday, 8 December 2021
Title: Doing what Jesus says
By Thong Vee Kean

Luke 6:46-49 (NIV)

Jesus spoke of the wise and foolish builders in Luke 6:46-49. | see that the key to
Luke 6:46-49 is in Luke 6:47, “As for everyone who comes to me and hears my
words and puts them into practice, | will show you what they are like.”

Have any of you come across a verse in the Bible that stopped you and made you
ponder because it called you to do something? | have experienced this, as though
Jesus was speaking to me face to face. | realised that doing what Jesus said and
putting His words into practice is not easy. For instance, Jesus said, “.... must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily ...."” (Luke 9:23). Is it because | am used to
doing things in my way, but Jesus is calling me to move away from that and do
things in His way? It doesn't get any easier as | continue my journey in following
Jesus.

Any of us who have prepared answers for Bible Study questions may agree that the
difficult ones include those that ask whether there is a lesson from the verses or
passage that we can apply to ourselves or our present situation. They may also ask
what, when, where, who and how we apply the passage. Some people may not
answer these questions because they can't relate to the passage. How can we
follow what Jesus said, “.... hears my words and puts them into practice” (Luke
6:47)?

The outcome of hearing Jesus' words but not putting them into practice is clear and
inevitable. No matter how many classes, conferences, courses, seminars, studies,
etc. on the Bible we attend or how many discourses, messages, sermons, etc. on
His word we hear, if any of it is not put into practice, we may find ourselves like “...
a man who built a house on the ground without foundation. The moment the
torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete”(Luke
6:49).

We certainly do not want to be like the foolish builder, so we ought to put what we
hear into practice. | observe that many including myself tend to do what we think
pleases Jesus, interpreting what His word says. This is evident when we proceed
with a course of action that we have decided on. Some may find the going difficult
and lose heart when the desired outcome is not achieved. Some may perceive His
word to be merely a set of dos and don'ts to be followed.



But Jesus said, “As for everyone who comes to me” before He said, “and hears my
words and puts them into practice” (Luke 6:47). He also said, “Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls” (Matthew 11:28-29). Do we have an intimate relationship with Jesus? Do we
commune with Him every day to learn from Him? So, when He says something, do
we instinctively know what He means and do what He wants us to do?

Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, we come before You with humble hearts through Your Son.
We are indebted to You for our relationship with You. Teach us Your ways O Lord
so that we can learn from You and do what You say. In the most precious name of
our Lord Jesus we pray, Amen.



NERESs
FHRIR
£2Hi=,2021 12 B 8 H
Pl ARHBERRMIRAYZRAT
18 E: BHEERR
BE: PREESEK
[B&INfEE 6:46-49] (FIGX)

EREMERSINMEE 6:46-49 1RE THEBAMBMRERIES FHIA. BERIXEREXAIXED
REINGES 6:47, NEBXER, WHRANERETH, RESFIRIMBEHAA.

ENEDBAEZET—TEN, RACEREXHREMLMMETERE? BAEXHRY
205, MFGREESMESHREXIERIE—HF. BRI, REBERFMRAIET, BMraHzT
1TNHAEZ. Hla0, HRERi: .. BEC, RREEMRTFR.. (BRIES 9:23). 2
ARERAFHINRT AECHISINEE, MESIERRBEITEXMA, BRIz
7 SERMEIRMEERERRITRY, XHIRERIEERS.

BN HI—(UBEAELENTICRRERERNALOIESREE, FXERRMEFIRLL )
ENRENESEEEFERI7THE, JLNAEIENIBCEHENERNER. il
ASEEFA A, T, @Ak, ELR AN BXERTE, L AngEREIEXLn,
EAEIISXERMEX. HIVEEAEEREBERRTIRAY, “. ITEANEMET" (B8N

tEe 6:47) ?

O T BRERRIE M AR SEEAVEREFER, BEUAN. TieTNSMSORTEEMIR
B 2 il Hige. AREF, SFIRIISOXTHEERCA. B8, HEF,
FHREMETE. RNSEUBECH G . — MAELB EEEF, IREIRE. K—f,
BERPEIS Y, FHEBEFMEEX" (BIEE 6:49) .

BAISANEGBBBIRTTARIZ S FRIA, FATIMNIZI BRI WA TR, BRI
ZA, BEFEC, MRATEEITANTEBSHEIRNSEE, EBRMANE. SFAIREEHA]
BERERMTIN, X—REEMBAN. STEINERSELIN, BEASRERH
RUERRREME, BIISKROERS; BLATEASRIERE—ERIETRYTHER.



{BHRERT “FLABGX SR o T "I WEANER EITRY” (BBIIEE 6:47). #bthit "N35=5
AEENA, TJLRFEXER, RHERIERE. FOBRRMGRE, RMIS0F94E,
FEOE, X, RMIVERBEELE" (BXES 11:28-29) . HiISEMEFEFEE
RIRRIB? BAIBREBSHITR, EHFINE? FPA, SRIEHR, BiIZ2EAEEM
TSR, FHErHBERAIEMRIE?

Frek:

BAIER LR, BATFEERIIILF, MERRIOORKIWRIRR, AEAIBESIRE X
R, BATHORER, 5, RIREIRANEIEEEA], TR TTLROENR, BITHRE
&, BAIERFESREERIIBES, M.



Thursday, 9 December 2021
Title: An Unexpected Joy

Pr Mark Tan

Matthew 1:18-25

In JRR Tolkien’s book “The Hobbit", the first chapter is titled “An Unexpected Party”.
It introduced Bilbo Baggins, the protagonist who has made a comfortable life for
himself by doing what is expected of him: never having any adventures and doing
nothing suspicious. This changes when one night, 12 dwarves and a wizard came
and had a party at his house. They ate all his food, sang songs, told stories and
talked about an adventure they were about to have, to which which Bilbo was
invited. Truly everything that night was unexpected. But, what came out of that
party was an adventure where Bilbo had to choose to either continue to live the life
he's expected to live or to adventure into the unexpected. He decided for the
adventure, and by the end of the book he came back, a person changed, for the
better.

In today's Scripture reading, we see Joseph doing what is expected of a young man:
find a woman and marry her. He did, but the twist was that Mary was later
pregnant, and she claimed that it was God who made her pregnant! Even at that
moment, Joseph was about to do what is expected in a situation like this: divorce
the woman, but quietly as he wouldn’t want to have her hurt. That is, until
something unexpected happened to him. An angel of the Lord spoke to him,
revealing that the baby Mary was carrying is truly Jesus the Messiah and that he
should continue to take Mary as his wife. Joseph had a choice to make: either do
the expected and accepted practice of divorcing an unfaithful wife, or do the
unexpected and continue to marry, care, and love his wife and child who was not
his, but God's. Thankfully, he chose the unexpected. From there he gets the joy to
witness “his son” reveal Himself to be the “Son of God”, Messiah, Saviour and Risen
Lord!

The Christian faith is a faith of the unexpected. Christmas is all about the
unexpected. The King of Kings was born in a manger instead of a palace. God came
as a new-born baby instead of Himself. The Saviour was born to be a gift instead of
being given gifts.

We then should also embrace the unexpected, and adventure on by faith and not
by sight. Only when we do this can we experience the true joy of Christmas.

Questions:



1. What would you do at the crossroads of faith versus fear?

2. Towhom could you share the unexpected joy of Christmas this year?

3. What can you do this Christmas that would be totally unexpected of

you, in the spirit of Christmas?

Prayer:
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with Your great might. Because we
are sorely hindered by our sins, let Your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with You and the Holy
Spirit, be honour and glory, now and forever. Amen.
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Friday, 10 December 2021
The Rock

Prathab V

1 Peter 5.7

The past few months have seen me go through one of the most challenging
situations. They were many times | was at a breaking point. My family’s simple
lifestyle was threatening to collapse under the weight of heavy stress.

Though unable to share details of the pain, suffice to say, the debilitating impact of
fear and worry has had a near-crippling impact. There were many days | would just
stare into space thinking about absolutely nothing.

In my desperation, | reached out to fellow Christians for help. While some genuinely
offered help, others gave me “lectures” on what to do. But God showed me that |
needed to put my trust in Him and Him alone. The body of Christ may be imperfect.
But God is a Rock and He alone is one whom we can all lean on.

| learned a lot of lessons during this challenging season. | learned more about who
God really is. He is our steady Rock. God is not easily moved by external
circumstances and will protect us. But that doesn't mean He is a cold iceberg and
does not care for us. God acts mercifully as our Father, when we seek Him and cry
out to Him.

God is my Father. He is your Father too. He is a Rock that stands steady and strong
through the storms of life. Though God may appear to be silent, I am certain that
He has heard your prayers and is working in the background. He is doing
something. In His time, he makes all things beautiful.

God is dependable and trustworthy. He loves us deeply. All we need to do is to lean
on Him in simple trust and walk in obedience. | know this because, | know what
pain is. But God will see us through and bring joy into our lives.

He is there right now with you. Why not take the first step by acknowledging Him
and committing your life to Him? He is the Rock that can never be shaken. You can
trust Him wholly.

Prayer:

Lord, You alone are the Rock of my salvation. Forgive me and teach me to walk in
humility and in obedience Lord. Deliver me from the various challenges that life
throws at me. In Jesus' name | ask, Amen.
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Saturday, 11 December 2021

Title: But by the grace of God | am what | am

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Margaret Ong

1 Corinthians 15:10 ““But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward
me was not in vain.”

Dear brothers and sisters, when we quietly think about what we have become
today, we have to admit that it is by God's grace that we have become what we are.
In the objective aspect, both God's creation and especially the redemption
accomplished through Jesus Christ, are all by the grace of God. “For the grace of
God that brings salvation has appeared to all me.” (Tit. 2:11) “To the praise of the
glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace, which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence. “(Eph.
1:6~8) So dear brothers and sisters, we should know that this is all God's glory,
God's riches, and God's abundant grace for us.

In Romans 3:20-24, the apostle Paul clearly tells us, “20 Therefore by the deeds of
the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;23 for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

We thank and praise God, who has not only justified us freely, but also enables us
to receive all the spiritual blessings in heaven. We have not only won the status of
sons, but also an eternal inheritance. He made us to be the heirs of God with Christ
and “ By whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.”( 1 Cor. 1:9) The grace of the Lord is really amazing and precious. “For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.” (2 Cor. 8:9)

Dear brothers and sisters, as far as each of us is concerned, “You did not choose
Me, but | chose you” (John. 15:16) it is the Lord who chooses us. “No one can come
to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” (John 6:44). The same is said in
Ephesians 1:4, “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.” So this is God'’s choice in
Christ before the creation of the world. Because God “who has saved us and called



us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose
and grace.” ( 2Tim 1:9 ) Therefore, “For by grace you have been saved through faith
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” ( Eph. 2:8 )"not of works, lest anyone
should boast.” ( Eph. 2:9) It is God's mercy that saves us, an unworthy and
undeserving people.

Dear brothers and sisters, after we are saved, God’s grace has not ceased, but has
grown even more abundant. It is in the midst of grace that we can come to the
throne of grace at any time, for He has an inexhaustible source of gifts, and the
grace of the Lord is sufficient for us. Dear brothers and sisters, we must grow in His
grace, and we must not accept His grace in vain, and we must not use God’s grace
as an opportunity to indulge in our own lusts, so as to lose God's grace. The apostle
Paul pointed out that some Galatian believers deviated from the truth of Christ,
turned to follow the law, and wanted to be justified by the law. ” You have become
estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from
grace.” (Gal 5:4) Some people may fall from grace, so stay in His goodness. Dear
brothers and sisters, do you know that pride is the greatest hindrance to grace?

Dear brothers and sisters, how do we treat the great grace of God? In addition to
our constant thanksgiving and praise, don't forget that we must “walk worthy of the
calling with which you were called” (Eph. 4:1).

Prayer:

Dear Father, we thank and praise you. Thank you for giving us such abundant
grace. Thankfully, through the help of the Holy Spirit, we finally understand,  am
who | am today is only possible by the grace of God. Oh God, we ask that you help
us. Since we are called, we should act and behave in a manner worthy of the grace
with which we were called. We thank and pray and worship in the holy name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, amen!
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Sunday, 12 December 2021
Title: Immanuel

By Elder Yu Chin Shie
Matthew 1:22-23

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”

Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent, a period of a month before Christmas when
Christians around the world spend time to prepare their hearts and mind to
celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus on Christmas Day and look forward to His
Second Coming. Advent is a time of self reflection, meditation, reading of the bible
on the life of Christ and prayers.

Often, we are so preoccupied with our daily chores, commitments and shopping
during the Christmas season that we neglect to prepare our hearts to welcome our
Savior on His birthday.

| like us to meditate on a wonderful name given to Jesus during this last 2 weeks
before Christmas.

There are many other names or titles given to Jesus in the bible, like - Messiah,
Prince of Peace, Son of Man, Redeemer, Immanuel, Christ, Lord of lords, Son of
God, Savior and Our Lord.

The one name which | find most comforting of all names given to Jesus, esp. during
Christmas time, is the name Immanuel which is literally translated as “God with us”.

One of my favorite Christmas carols is “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” because of
the deep longing and hope it expresses for Jesus’ Second Coming.

The four Advent Sundays are often celebrated by four themes which remind us of
the message of Christmas - hope, love, joy and peace.

Today being the 3rd Advent Sunday, the theme is Joy.
Let's reflect on the joy that Christ, our Immanuel, came to give.

On the night of Jesus’ birth, an angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds out in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night and proclaimed, “Fear not, for
behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto



you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-
11

We celebrate Christmas with joy because Jesus came as Savior to save mankind
from its sins and sin’s consequences. The consequences of sin are man'’s separation
from God (spiritual death), physical death and judgement after death. On the cross,
Jesus bore our sins and paid for what we deserved. All who profess faith in Him will
have victory over sin, abundant life on earth and eternal life when we leave this
world.

That is why the angel said the news of Jesus’ birth would bring great joy for all
people. The joyful celebration would be universal. People around the globe would
be glad for this event.

Another good reason to be joyful is because Jesus, our Immanuel, is with us. The
God who created the universe and is all powerful is also our Heavenly Father. He
has promised He will be with us always (Matthew 28:20) and will never leave us nor
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).

Hence whatever the situation we are in due to the impact of the Covid pandemic on
our health, employment, businesses, relationship and other challenges, we can be
confident He will be with us to protect us, comfort us, guide us, provide for us and
heal us. He will give us peace and joy in the midst of challenges through His Word
and His Spirit in us.

As we reflect during this Advent period on Jesus, Immanuel - God being with us,
let's ask the question: “How would our lives be different if we begin and end each
day with the firm belief that God is with us?”

Prayer -

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. We rejoice that
Jesus has come on Christmas Day as Savior of the world. We pray many will come
to know Him as their Savior and Lord this Christmas and will be blessed with His
presence in their lives for all eternity.

In Jesus name,

Amen
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Monday, 13 December 2021
Title: Paradoxical Principles.
By: Ong Hwee Soo.
Mark 9:35, 10:43-45

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus, the Master Teacher told many Parables to illustrate
a paradoxical way of life. Jesus also made countless direct statements that were
counter-intuitive, counter-cultural, counter-common sense, to emphasize the
difference between worldly values and kingdom priorities. Christ's paradoxical
sayings on the surface run against conventional wisdom but they conceal and also
reveal deeper truths.

One of the most profound paradox Jesus propounded was on the principle of
greatness. “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” (Mark
9:35)

In the context of this verse, Jesus and His disciples who were travelling together had
just arrived at Capernaum. “And when he was in the house he asked them. ‘What
were you discussing on the way?” (v33). They “kept silent” (v34), undoubtedly from
embarrassment, “for on the way they had argued with one another about who was
the greatest.” (v34). The disciples who were undergoing intensive training from
Jesus, the penultimate epitome of humility and servanthood, were entangled in an
overt dispute about their relative supremacy to each other.

In our first text today (9:35), Jesus radically redefines greatness. But His lesson had
yet to take root in these dull, dense disciples.

In the next chapter, the brothers James and John came to Jesus privately, and
unashamedly requested Jesus to “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left, in your glory.” (10:37) At this juncture, Jesus and His disciples were
journeying to Jerusalem, whereby James and John, together with the rest of the
disciples had expected the Messiah to immediately establish His kingdom
politically. Christ will hence enter His glory and the two brothers desired a
prominent place in it. The duo had defined greatness as prominence as well as
power, and they coveted the position of importance.

This text in no way exonerates the other disciples as they were no different. “And
when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John” (v41),
exposing the desires of their own hearts and also their self-righteousness.



Jesus did not categorically chastise them or forbid their ambitious desire to be
great, rather, He distinctly redirected that aspiration, redefined it and refined it.
“But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would
be first among you must be slave of all” (v 43-44). Notice the word “must” in both of
our texts today, which indicates it is an imperative. Jesus is demonstrating “the
reversal of greatness and rank” (William L Lane: ‘Commentary on The Gospel of
Mark’). This overturns our deeply embedded worldly concept of greatness.

Thus, we have two contrasting concepts: greatness as sinfully and socially defined,
opposed to greatness as biblically defined. The battle rages in the arena of our
hearts. Genuine greatness is achieved only by emulating our Saviour's example and
made possible by the Saviour’s sacrifice. “For even the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (10:45).

In what ways have we strived to be Number 1 in our leadership roles? How has
worldly perspectives of greatness caused us to view leadership as a position rather
than a function of service? How may we reverse our ambitious appetite for
personal power or our push for private agendas? What steps should we take to
loosen our control and allow for more liberty of the Holy Spirit?

Biblical leadership is not about being in charge, but serving those in your charge.
PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, helps us to Live the Life of Humility and the Life of serving others.
Amen.
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Tuesday 14th December 2021
Title: The ultimate destination of life
By: Pastor Andrew Lim

Seeing death as a taboo( ABFL-HNER )

Death is the final stop in the journey of life. No human could escape death. A
human being's perception of death is different from that of God. A person would
think of death as a mystery - painful, destructive, and empty. People tend to feel
helpless and despair at the prospect of death, but it does not disappear. Once they
meet death, it is obvious to see the ensuing frantic scuffle with it and to see them
being trapped under the deep-rooted fear of death. Recently, as a result of the
pandemic, the death number keeps unceasingly rising, and even though one fears
death, one does not have the choice but to face it and ponder upon the afterlife.

The reason behind the fear of death is mainly because of its uncertainty and
unfathomableness. Even though many understand that death is a natural
occurrence, but the mere thought of it would trigger an unnatural feeling of fear
and anxiety and some cold sweat - no matter their disbeliefs, ignorance or
stubborn scepticism - at the back of their minds, those fears would sit there and be
like a tiger waiting to leap at its preys. Thus, because of this fear, Chinese people
have conjured up a variety of words and expressions to describe events or

moments relating to death such as &#& - blessed ending, =T - left/gone, |3X -
returned to heaven, [EIAMNEERFSE T - returned to Suzhou to sell salted duck
egg. I - immortal death, & - turned eternal, =& - restin peace, &HFBEER
- The fragrance diminished and the jade perished — death of a pretty woman, X
FEAM - the unexpected in heavenly age. {KIRAEE - a never-ending sleep. &%H,
£R - laughing down the nine springs. S5t{<## - say goodbye to the world, FZ&IF

§2 - a natural death . K AJKPE - the eternal separation between the heavenly

being and man. The main point of all these sayings and expressions is to avoid
mentioning the word “death”.

The world sees the end of life

(HABAERER)

The end of life is a heavy and solemn topic. Although many would understand it as
a natural occurrence, they would refuse to have that in their thoughts and would
avoid it. But no one - not a single mortal - could avoid it. An adolescent at his/her
peak of youth is not willing to consider that very thought of death nor would that
kind of thought pass through his/her mind. A middle-aged person having realised



the gradual loss of his youthfulness and the advent of age which gradually dawns
upon him would occasionally feel a keen sense of fear thereof and would
deliberately steer clear of that kind of thought. An elderly person, on the other
hand, would adopt a kind of hesitant and close-one-eye approach to this problem,
realising the impending moment is closer than ever. Any religion would do its best
to provide answers to the ultimate question of the existence of life.

Although mortals avoid mentioning death, fear it, refuse to face it, have a gripping
sense of fear for it, none could avoid the angel of death and the ultimate end of
their lives. Their souls could never return to this current life. In perspective, all
human beings are equal before death; even the richest or most the powerful
person in the world, the kings or peasants, the rich or poor, all will face death when
their times come. No one could avoid it. As life leaves their flesh and bones, their
souls would either ascend to heaven or descend to Hades.

Seeing death as sleep, preparing for resurrection(BZbL_RFEIR, TEREE)

However, Christians do not perceive death as how the world perceive it. We believe
that when a person passes away, according to Scriptures, “all go to the same place;
all come from dust, and to dust all return.”. We bury the dead brothers/sisters in
Christ together with flowers as if to celebrate. It is indeed a momentous occasion to
celebrate - to celebrate a move of a soul belonging to God from this realm to
another greater realm, just like the birth of a child from the uterus to a beautiful
earth!

Scriptures say that “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment”. This verse could be illustrated like this: during a family outing, suddenly
a venomous bee found its way into the car buzzing around and the children were
shrieking in fear. The father in protecting his children used his bare hands to
capture the bee and was stung badly. Then the father said, “children, now you don't
have to fear because the bee’s stinger is already in my hands”. Lord Jesus through
His holiness and perfect innocence became a sacrifice for our sins by dying on the
cross. Therefore, brothers and sisters in Christ are no longer bound to the poison
of death nor would it have any effect on them. That is the reason why those who
trust and believe in the Lord no longer fear death and could live fruitful lives. For a
Christian, death is just a sleep for the Bible says ” But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do
the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you
by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. “



Therefore, Christians are not afraid of death. Death is not the end, but a beginning
of my new life. Pan Huo Hua (iB&E%)

In Christ Jesus, we can know the ending of life. We can know the meaning of our
existence and the ultimate path of life. For people like us who have inherited the
eternal life, our death naturally is just a temporary rest. This knowledge and
understanding enables us to live with peace and comfort and an expectation for
the eternity. Such knowledge can foster a different mindset in us in facing painful
and difficult moments such as the loss of our beloved or any sufferings or even
death itself. Although we still have some lingering fear of death, we can rejoice for
the promise of eternal lives because we look forward to the eternity. This will
influence the choice we make.

Dear Father, our lives are like backpackers or travellers - everything we have today
is so temporary and transient. But we are thankful that we met and could know You
in our lifetime and inherit your gift of eternal life. Because of that, everything we do
in our current lives embodies some value for the eternity. We pray that you let us
know with your wisdom how to sow the seeds now for the sake of your eternal
kingdom.

Our sincere prayer is in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!
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Wednesday, 15 December 2021

Title: Eternity and beyond

Eleanor Woo

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (NIV)

The people of Sydney in Australia were intrigued. Most mornings, inevitably they
would find written, in beautiful script with yellow chalk on the pavement of streets
in different parts of the city, one word - Eternity. This went on for years and no one
seemed to know who had been doing this, or why. Then, in 1956, someone saw him
taking out a piece of chalk and actually writing on the pavement. By then he had
already been doing it for some 24 years!

Arthur Stace was a small quiet man with a crooked nose who grew up in deep
poverty. Even as a child, he had to scavenge bins for food and resorted to stealing
bread and milk in order to survive. He became an alcoholic and at 15 was sent to
jail. Later, Arthur became a Christian, and in 1932 after hearing a sermon on Isaiah
57:15, became so inspired that he felt compelled to share it with everyone. The
preacher’s words, “Eternity, Eternity, | wish that | could sound or shout that word to
everyone in the streets of Sydney. You've got to meet it, where will you spend
Eternity?”

In an interview, Arthur said, “Eternity went ringing through my brain and suddenly |
began crying and felt a powerful call from the Lord to write Eternity.” Even though
he was illiterate and could hardly write his own name legibly, “the word * Eternity’
came out smoothly, and in a beautiful printer's script. | couldn't understand it, and |
still can't.”

For Arthur, it was a calling from God and he was single-mindedly obedient to
remind people to think about what lies ahead. It was estimated that he wrote the
word around half a million times over 35 years. Imagine a book of half a million
words that only consists of one word!

Well, Christmas is just ten days away. Jesus’ birth was foretold in Isaiah 9:6 “For
unto us a child is born..."” Jesus came to earth in the form of a human child, yet He
would lead a sinless life and later die to save us from our sins; the only way to
satisfy a holy God and bring us back into a relationship with Him. Isaiah 53:5 says
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him.”



As we celebrate Christmas, let us remember that this story does not begin in the
manger and end at the cross. This story of mankind'’s redemption will end with us
living with God in eternity. God is eternal - He has been and always will be -
Revelations 4:8 “Holy, holy, holy is he Lord God Almighty, who was, and is and is to
come.” Eternity is beyond time or outside of where time matters. It is when time
ceases for us and timelessness begins.

God has taken great pains and gone to great lengths to reach out to us, to show us
His love and His desire that we will return to Him and spend eternity with Him.

Jesus holds the key to our eternal life. John 4:13-14 Jesus answered, “Everyone who
drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water | give him will
never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.”

| pray that if you have not accepted Christ, come to Him, so that you can spend
eternity with Him. It is a decision that you cannot put on a back burner. May the
one word that Arthur Stace had scripted on the pavements of Sydney, urge you to
think ahead. Look beyond the manger, look past the cross and look forward to
spending eternity with our Abba Father.

PRAYER: Dear Father, | thank you for your mercy and grace. | thank you for the gift
of eternal life through Jesus, Your Son, for without His coming there will be no
redemption for us. | pray that You will open our spiritual eyes to accept your gift,
and help us to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, In
His name, Amen.
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Thursday, 16 December 2021

Title: From Anxious Waiting to Hopeful Adoration
Pr Mark Tan

Luke 2:25-32

How would you feel if you knew roughly when you were going to die, though not
exactly when? For example, if you knew you will die on the day Ipswich Town
Football Club wins the Premier League, how would you feel? Some of us would feel
very anxious at every football season, others would take matters into their own
hands to make sure Ipswich Town FC would never qualify for the Premier League,
let alone win one.

This is not the same for Simeon. Let's find out why.

In today's reading, we see Jesus being presented to the temple. At the temple there
was a man named Simeon. The Bible describes him as righteous and devout, and
the Holy Spirit was on him. The Holy Spirit actually told Simeon that he will see the
Messiah before he dies. Hence, he earnestly waited and waited till finally he saw
Jesus. When he did, he picked up the baby Jesus and praised God saying that he is
now happy and willing to die now that he has seen the Saviour.

What's the difference between my illustration and Simeon’s experience? The main
thing is this: what | didn't have in my illustration but Simeon had in his encounter
with Jesus was HOPE. You see, for my illustration, whether you are a fan of Ipswich
Town FC or not, there's no hope for us when we die. Whereas for Simeon, whether
his life was difficult or easy, his life has hope at the end in Jesus.

The Christian faith is one of hope. Whether this year has been harder on us than
others, or maybe you had a better year than before, Christmas is the celebration of
the gift of hope which we are given in Christ Jesus.

Among the Christmas traditions, the Christmas tree was always a strange tradition
to me. Why do we decorate a (fake) tree in the house at Christmas? Well, the
Christmas tree is an evergreen tree. This means when in winter the other trees look
like they died with no leaves on the branches, the evergreen trees will always be
green with leaves on their branches. To cheer up the living room, people would cut
these trees and decorate them in the house. This not only provides cheer to the
house, but also hope, reminding them that soon spring will come back, and life will
return to the land. The Christmas tree ends up being the symbol of Christian hope.
It is decorated with a star on top to symbolize the Bethlehem star which guided the
wise men to baby Jesus. The presents under the tree remind us the gift of hope
Jesus is to us: For God so loved the world, He gave His one and only Son that
whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. John 3:16)



This Christmas season, be the channel of hope for those in need of hope: the
depressed, the downtrodden and the lonely. May you know the joys of Christmas,
and may Jesus be your everlasting hope!

Prayer:

Father, | pray that you will turn our hearts toward you as Christmas approaches. Let
us not get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season this year and miss the
chance to celebrate the gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love that you sent to us on
that first Christmas. That first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Thank you, Father, for your immeasurable
gift. In Jesus’ precious name, we pray. Amen.
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Friday 17/12/2021
By Chow Ee-Tan ¥&X—F%
DEVOTE TO PRAYER

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful - Colossians 4:2 (NIV)

If we're honest with ourselves, most of us don't pray enough. We know we should,
and we know we should have a deeper walk with our Lord. We also understand that
there is so much need to pray about - for ourselves and for others. Yet, we still
don't pray enough.

Perhaps it is because we are built with an internal cause and effect reward trigger.
Even though we believe that God answers prayers, we don't get the immediate
payoff we'd often like to see with prayers.

But here, we are told to DEVOTE ourselves to prayer, in the sense to make it a
constant habit. Not something that we do only when we feel like it. And perhaps
what we really should do with prayer is to stick with it long enough and often
enough to witness its power.

John Piper says in a devotion that “prayer is not infrequent and prayer is not hit and
miss”. Being “devoted to” prayer means that we are not haphazard and we are not
forgetful to pray. It means we are to take steps to see that it is part of our regular
life, the same way for eating and sleeping.

Beyond the devotion to prayer, this verse also gives us an insight into HOW we
should pray. Paul suggests it is fundamental that our posture in prayer is to be
watchful and thankful.

What does being watchful’ in prayer mean? For one, it could mean that we
should guard against mindless, mechanical or over-methodical approach to

prayer. It can also mean we shouldtune in’ spiritually to God and His Spil’it'S work.
It can also mean that we should always pray in the light of His power, His purposes
and His promises.

| believe that being watchful is also a reminder that we are completely dependent
upon God when we come to Him in prayer. It's not about us but about what He can
do in our lives. So we are to pray always, not just anyway or anyhow, but in view of
the truth of Christ.

A scripture passage that is encouraging and comforting to me is Philippians 4:6-8.
Paul writes: “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and



supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God". It is not
by coincidence that in Colossians 4:2, he also says we should remain continuously
thankful when we pray.

Indeed, there are so many things that we ought to be thankful to God for. We have
been given so much by God.Therefore we should not think about what we do NOT
have. Above all, we are thankful that our creator God has given us His only son, to
lay down His life for us so that we can have a relationship with our Father in
heaven, forever.

When we harbour a spirit of gratitude in us, joy will begin to fill our hearts. We
know and trust that God has a provision and sovereign plan in our lives that is
more than what we hope and dream for. And we can come to realize that our
worldly experience is just a flash of time compared to the wonderful eternal
experience that would come one day.

Yes, prayer is communing and building a relationship with God. And there is no
other way but to devote ourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.

Someone once asked C.S. Lewis, “Why pray if God knows all and is sovereign over
all?” Lewis replied, “You might as well ask me why breathe, for prayer to the soul is
as necessary as breathing for the body.”

Prayer:

Father God, forgive me for | have not been praying enough. | long to have a
meaningful relationship with You and | pray that Your Holy Spirit will spur me to
pray to You regularly, being watchful always and having a heart of thankfulness. |
know my prayers will bring delight to Your heart and | know You always hear my
prayers. Thank You in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Saturday, 18 December 2021

Title: Jesus - Fully Man, Fully God

By: Chan Yew Thai

How do we know that Jesus Christ is fully Man and fully God?

The Bible tells us that Jesus is both fully man and fully God.

Jesus Christ is fully Man.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14a). Jesus has emotions. He
wept when was told about Lazarus’s death (John 11:35). He was sorrowful and
deeply distressed before going to the cross and prayed, “ O My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as You will
(Matthew 26:39).” He ate with Matthew and his friends, the tax collectors (Matthew
9:9-10), and other scriptures showed him feasting with people. He slept (Luke 8:23).
He had a regular job as a carpenter (Mark 6:3). This list is not exhaustive.

Jesus Christ is fully God.

John 1:1 says, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God,” verse 14a, which implies that the Word who became flesh is Jesus
Christ, points towards Him as God (John 1:1). In John 8:58 Jesus said to the them,

“ Most assuredly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | AM.” In the Old Testament,
God addressed Himself as | AM. This is seen in Exodus 3:13-14, when God called
Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and Moses asked God what he was to tell
them when asked who sent him. God's reply was, “I AM has sent me to you.” The
immaculate conception account recorded in Luke 1:26-35, said that Jesus is the
Holy One and will be called the Son of God (vs 35), shows that He is God. The
prophecies in the Old Testament prophesied hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth
indicated that He is God. Christ would be filled with power, peace and the Spirit
from birth (Isaiah 9:6); Jesus would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14); Jesus would be
born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2); a star would point the way towards Christ (Numbers
24:17); He would be worshipped by shepherds and presented with gifts (Psalm
72:9, 10-11); there would be great sorrow during the time of his birth because many
children would be killed (Jeremiah 31:15) and other prophecies including his
genealogy.

Why is it crucial that Jesus is both fully Man and fully God?

Jesus Christ died as a fully man, bearing our sins, deserted by God the Father. His
obedience which conquered death, honoured by God seated on the right side of
God (Acts 2:33), gives us hope of eternal life. His sufferings, pain, sorrow and other
emotional needs - when betrayed by Judas Iscariot who is his inner circles
(Matthew 26:14-16), denied by Peter who was close to him, not once but thrice
(Luke 22:54-60), being rejected (Matthew 21:42), abandoned after his arrest,
suffered beating, spat at, ridiculed and humiliated before the crucifixion, give us



comfort that He understands our pain and sorrow.

His resurrection and ascension show that the one true God that we worship is alive
and is able to redeem and reconcile us to God the Father. His omnipotence,
omnipresence and omniscience make Him the creator and in control of all things;
having absolute power with nothing being impossible to Him; able to protect us
wherever we are and able to lead, guide and teach us in all areas of our life because
of His infinite knowledge.

Jesus Christ, our Saviour, can be trusted and depended on by everyone at all stages
of our life and nothing is too petty or difficult for Him.

Prayer:

Merciful God, thank you for being fully man and fully God, giving us eternal life. It is
comforting to know that whatever our experiences are, you have gone through it
and you understand what we are going through. We can trust, lean and depend on
you; knowing you are the Almighty God, our Creator and holds the operating
instruction of our life in your hands. May we learn to submit all areas of our life to
you daily.

Amen!
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Sunday, 19 December 2021

Topic: Service

By Elder Tan Seng Kee

Passage: Jeremiah 29:13; Ecclesiastes 4:9

This will be the last of my monthly Daily Devotion launched by PBC in March 2020. |
would have written 18 devotions to date and it has been a journey which requires
fortitude, commitment as well as full dependence on God for the output of each
article on the Sunday of the 3rd week of each month.

| took the opportunity to pen into words my most current thoughts each time | am
reminded that the deadline for the article is coming soon. Without fail and after
prayers asking God for a subject to write on, | would get the idea on what | need to
communicate in the devotion and once the subject matter is clear, the words can
seamlessly flow.

Each article, | believe, emanates from an idea God put in my heart. Jeremiah 29:13
is a timely reminder that ‘You will seek me and find me when you seek for me with
all your heart” and this is even more true when | gathered confidence over the
months that God will surely come in for me to complete the devotion when | seek
Him with all my heart. My picture of God becomes larger when | see His faithfulness
in seemingly regular matters of my daily lives.

One of our proofreaders (a sister-in-Christ), patiently waited each month for me to
send the devotion article for her to proofread the contents for grammar and clarity.
This sister-in-Christ is a true example of a PBC member devoted to any area of
service she is called upon to assist and admirably, excelling in what she does. There
were occasions | missed out a subject topic or a bible passage for the devotion, she
aptly not only pointed out the error but also suggested the correct wordings. For
that, | am grateful that my task was made much lighter because | had able
assistance in the ministry.

There is also a Mandarin translator for my English version of the devotion. To date |
do not know who the translator is but | can imagine the painstaking efforts taken in
ensuring the article in English is properly translated into Mandarin, both in the
contents and intent of the article. | am deeply grateful to the pool of proofreaders
and our Chinese translators and | rejoice to be reminded of Ecclesiastes 4:9 where
“Two are better than one....” and acknowledge that each month my article can be
transmitted because in the family of God we have fellow servants who diligently,
faithfully, capably and professionally serve God in the capacity they are gifted in.



So in PBC, my call is to avail yourself to serve in any capacity if asked and you can
be assured that your service will enable someone else in PBC to serve even better,
whether or not you are aware of it. | have no doubt that everything we as God's
children do in ministry and in service will bear fruits for the betterment of the
church, for God’s people and for the glory of God.

Prayer:

Dear God, | ask that You help me to accept any service | may be called to do and
that You equip me to carry out such services well for Your glory. In Jesus’ name |
pray. Amen.
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Monday, 20th December 2021

MEETING TOGETHER

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Hebrews 10: 25 “And let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

Since the beginning of December 2021, | have been praying about what two
important devotions our Lord would want me share with our brothers and sisters in
the Lord, as PBC's daily devotions would end on 31st December 2021.

And that was the reason | wrote “Will We Be Seeing Our Loved Ones In Heaven?” on
6th December 2021. Will we be truly happy in heaven if our loved ones will not be
there with us to enjoy all that God has prepared for us for eternity? What will
heaven be without our loved ones to enjoy heaven with us - may they be our
spouse, our children, our parents, our brothers and sisters and our best friends?

Remember that Rich Man in the Parable of “The Rich Man and Lazarus” (Luke 6: 19-
31), when he cried out to Abraham, “Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my
father’s house, for | have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also
come to his place of torment.” If this rich man who cares for no one but himself, not
even that diseased beggar Lazarus who was daily at his door steps, now in torment,
would not want his five brothers to come to suffer with him; how much more, when
we will be in heaven enjoying all that God has prepared for us would also very
much want our loved ones to be with us to also enjoy all the blessings of heaven. So
while we still can and our loved ones are still around, let us not spare any effort to
bring them to the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour - especially this Christmas
season.

That was the first message the Lord had put in my heart. The second is this
devotion - to remind ALL brothers and sisters in the Lord NOT TO NEGLECT GOING
BACK TO CHURCH while you are here on earth. It is truly sad and tragic to know
that there are thousands of Christians who had once professed to be Christians
and have even served in different capacities in the church but now for whatever
reason are no longer going to church - church leaders and even Pastors among
them.

Maybe the Church they were attending had failed them in some ways, even
neglected and hurt them or their loved ones. | think the first thing we need to
understand is that there is no perfect church this side of eternity. There is no



church with no problems, big churches will have big problems and small churches
will have small problems as they are led by imperfect people like you and I. The
most “spiritual” church this side of eternity is the first church with 12 apostles and 7
deacons (Acts 6) and yet they had their problem. But they solved that and “So the
word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a
large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6: 7).

My wife and | have always reminded our children, apart from never leaving God no
matter what happens in their life and serving God with whatever spiritual gifts God
has blessed them with, they are to find a church to serve Him. Rick Warren in his
best seller “The Purpose Driven Church” gives 5 benefits for joining a church:

1. It identifies a person as a genuine believer (Eph. 2:19; Rom. 12:5).

2. It provides a spiritual family to support and encourage them in their walk with
Christ (Gal. 6: 1-2; Heb. 10: 24-25).

3. It gives them a place to discover and use their gifts in ministry (1 Cor. 12: 4-27).

4. It places them under the spiritual protection of godly leaders (Heb. 13: 17; Acts
20: 28-29)

5. It gives them the accountability they need to grow (Eph. 5: 21).

A Christian without a church is like a football player without a team; a soldier
without a platoon; a tuba player without an orchestra; a sheep without a flock. But
the most understandable (and biblical) picture is that of a child without a family - a
spiritual orphan!

So my dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, no matter how long you have been
away from church, our heavenly Father has always been waiting for you, just like
that father in the parable of the Prodigal Son. Not necessarily to go back to the
Church you left, but find a church where you can grow spiritually and serve Him
with all the spiritual gifts God has so graciously bestowed upon you. Stop becoming
a “floating believer.” Finding that Church then would be the greatest Christmas
present you can give yourself.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, we want to pray for all our brothers and sisters out there who
have left church for some time, for whatever reason. Heal their hurts and bind up
their wounds and restore them to the fellowship of believers they once enjoyed
and cherished. May the Holy Spirit continue to remind them of your love and



sacrifice for them. Help and guide them to a Church whereby they will find spiritual
growth, love and acceptance. In Jesus most precious Name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 21 December 2021

Title: Getting Your Hands And Knees Dirty

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Proverbs 19:17

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his
deed

| have often admired Christians who do not just proclaim their faith but actually
flash out their faith in their ministry, working tirelessly and sacrificially. They are
indeed my heroes and heroines.

| have been on the board of Malaysian Care for over 15 years now; this past
weekend we said farewell to Wong Young Soon - son of our very own Aunty Betty
Wong - as executive director of Malaysian Care. He had served with the Orang Asli
throughout his young adult life, up until he was appointed executive director a
good 8 years ago. All in all, he had given 29 years of his life for the ministry of
Malaysian Care.

My wife and | have seen Young Soon and his wife Pat at work in Kampar. They faced
numerous challenges but continue to serve faithfully. | bet Young Soon can write
his memoirs of the work he had pioneered and see its fruits today.

Another lady formerly with Malaysian Care that my wife and | are good friends with
is LJ. L) has also served with poor communities for the best part of her life. She had
started a tuition centre with her sister and today runs it with good facilities,
operating at very low rates. Each time my wife and | talk to her, the first question
we ask her is often, “Are you paying yourselves?”. | told her she needed to raise the
fees but her response is always, “Shaun, then the kids cannot afford it and they
won't come.”

L) does her ministry out of love for the children. She has only good intentions to
provide the best quality education for these children. Her vision is not to stinge on
the quality of her teachers, the facilities and the equipment. She is another heroine
in the eyes of me and my wife. Thankfully, she has had so many people who
understand her ministry and who are willing to help her, like her Hindu landlord. He
waived the rental to the centre during the pandemic and had only recently
accepted a small fraction of the rental. PBC had also sponsored laptops for her
centre and gave the kids in her centre food aid and the 1000 Smiles goodie bags.



| share the above as | hope it will encourage you to get your hands and knees dirty
for the Lord. There are many heroes and heroines in PBC; often these people don't
see themselves as such, but believe me, they are truly gems in our church.

| had thought | would write this final devotion on something expository and more
theologically spiritual; and then | figured that what can be more spiritual than
relating true stories of 2 people in our circle who are willing to get their hands and
knees dirty. May the good Lord grant them good health and bless them richly.

Prayer

Lord, we are truly thankful for Your providence to us. Without You, our lives are
meaningless. Give us this day, and every day, the desire to serve You. Yes, Lord, we
face challenges everyday but help us to lift ourselves up above the challenges that
we may see what You have called us to be in Your Kingdom. Thank You for the
many people in our midst that You have raised to be salt and light in the
communities that we live in. Amen.
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Wednesday, 22 December 2021

Title: God’s Rest

By Ted Hoo

Matthew 11:28-30 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest. Take my yoke on you and learn from me, because | am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and my
load is not hard to carry.

What is that rest that Jesus speaks of in Matthew 28? My first thought was rest of
the Sabbath day. God’s commandment was to rest on the 7th day of creation and
all work was to cease. Presumably the Jews already knew that yet did not find rest
as Jesus’ invitation to them indicates that they were still weary and burdened in
spite of making the Sabbath holy. They were to rest one day out of seven from their
labour. This was not just a physical rest but a cessation from labouring. The
Sabbath rest was a foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus Christ who is the Lord of
the Sabbath. In Matthew 11:28, He invites all who are weary and heavy laden to
come to Him and He will give them rest.

The Old Testament laws made the Jews constantly labouring to make themselves
acceptable to God. There were ceremonial laws, temple laws, civil laws etc. They
could not keep all of the laws without breaking them. So God provided a temporary
way of forgiveness and restoration of fellowship with Him through offerings and
sacrifices. These sacrifices point to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ on the cross. After
offering one final sacrifice for sins, He sat down on the right hand of God. He sat
down and rested for there was no more to be done. Because of what He did, we no
longer have to labour in law-keeping in order to be justified in the sight of God.
Jesus was sent so that we might rest in God. We can find complete rest from our
spiritul labours and rest in Him not just for one day, a week but always. Our
righteousness comes not from our strivings to gain God'’s favour but on the
righteousness of Christ. A works based salvation was therefore replaced by our
faith in Jesus.

There is no other Sabbath rest besides Jesus. He alone satisfies the requirements of
the Law and He alone provides the sacrifice that atones for sins. He is God's plan
for us to cease from the labour of our works and He is the Way, the Truth and the
Life. Never lose sight of this lest we fall into works based salvation.

Are we experiencing God's rest for our Soul? We can let go of burdens and trials
that are keeping us from rest and move away from thoughts that are troubling us
and creating restlessness within us. We may be experiencing this because we have



not allowed Jesus to resolve our past. Let us bring every sin, disappointment,
betrayal and rejection to Him. He is ready to forgive and heal us. Lay every burden
at the foot of the cross. It is dealt with and gone.

Are worries and anxiey the cause of our restlessness? Fretting about people, places,
things, actual and potential problems can hinder us from God's rest. Now is the
time to direct your mind from worry to prayer and not let the toxic thoughts stew in
your mind. What you focus on affects your emotions at the heart level as well as
your day-to-day outlook. Focus on Him who is our life giver instead.

We can strive to be perfectionists and still be without peace. God's solution is to be
still and surrender our worries, let go and quieten our hearts and minds and stop
trying to solve things on our own. Rest is a gift of God but also a decision we can
choose to make.

Let go of the past and fasten yourself to the future. Let go of your cares and anxiety
at the feet of Jesus. Be still before God

Prayer: We thank You for the reminder of Christmas that You sent Your Son to be
our Emmanuel, to invite us all to live in Your Kingdom, to find the rest in our
restless spirit that seeks salvation through works rather than through faith and
coming to You for forgivness and adoption into the family of God. Help us Lord in
our unbelief that Your Holy Spirit may show us all things and direct us into the way
everlasting. Amen.
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Thursday, 23 December 2021

Title: | know Him, for | come from Him, and He sent me (John 7:29)

By Choong Yoon Tong

Christmas is the celebration of God with us. Christ, the Prince Immanuel, who is
God Himself incarnated in human form came to dwell with man. In John’s gospel,
Jesus repeatedly reminds us that the Father has sent Him. God sent His beloved
Son to suffer humiliation, to be stripped of His divine glory and ultimately to
sacrifice Himself to atone for all of man'’s sin, simply because He loves us. O, what a
sacrificial love that all human love pales in comparison!

God's love that transcends all human wisdom, is given to all irrespective of race,
status, or personal worth. Through His love, we learn to love one another. Love
breaks all animosity and heals every heart ache. It bridges every social difference
and reconciles all broken relationships.

Jesus came to reveal God. He knows God, for He came from God, and God sent
Him. For no one has ever seen God but Christ came to demonstrate the attributes
of the heavenly Father. God is Spirit and love. He is eternal, the Creator of the
universe and He prevails over all nature. He has the power to save, to heal, and
most importantly, the power to forgive sin. He feeds the hungry and even cares for
the sparrow. God is holy and just. We patiently await His final judgement and
victory that only the Lamb that was slain has the authority to execute.

Jesus came to bear witness to the truth. The world is blinded by all sorts of
falsehood and lies; be it in politics, religion, media, and even education. Jesus
Himself is the truth and He testifies that the eternal Word of God is the truth. Only
when we are sanctified in the truth that our eyes and hearts are opened to the
light. Truth leads to hope and peace in Christ. He is the Saviour of the world; He
shall rule and reign and shall make all things new.

Jesus came to proclaim good news. He came to do the Father’s will, seeking and
saving the lost, so that everyone who believes in Christ will no longer be
condemned of their sin, but receive forgiveness. The captives and the oppressed
are liberated and the blind receive their sight. The sacrificial Lamb came to save us
and give us abundant life. A life of joy of knowing Him and worshiping Him.

The birth of Christ is the proclamation of love, hope, joy and life. O Christ Himself is
the immeasurable gift; He is the superabundant grace given incongruously
irrespective of the recipient's worth. Nothing is expected in return except for the
believer to be transformed into His image.



Prayer
Lord, we thank You for You are the most wonderful gift, Immanuel, God with us.

Thank You, Jesus, for You came to give us love, hope, joy and eternal life. May Your
light continue to shine gloriously and Your peace to prevail over all nations. May
Your truth be proclaimed that hearts will turn to You for eternal life. Amen.
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Friday 24 December 2021

Title: Living Life to the Full

By Sally Cheong

“I am the Life” Jesus said. John 14:6

Christ came that His people may have life in all its fullness.

Spurgeon said “none of us know what we may be” for GOD’s power to transform is
great. “Would you believe that the Peter of the gospels could be the same person as
the Peter of Acts?” We are to pray to Jesus to make us to be what we can be.
Through our own efforts, we will come to nought because a divine life requires
divine power to sustain us.

The life that Christ came to give is a triumphant life, a resilient one that defies
circumstances. Its end is our supreme happiness which GOD intends for His people.
Don't you want that kind of life?

Truth is, apart from Christ, we have no life. We may exist but not really live.

Christ is the great physician of our souls and the health of our countenance. When
our souls are made alive unto GOD, we will experience the highest form of life. We
will awake from our slumber and roar because His Spirit rouses the lion in us.
Instead of ebbing away, we become effervescent and energetic. We no longer drag
our feet to face another day but like the healed paralytic, we will be walking and
leaping and praising GOD!

GOD'’s Spirit is the oil that keeps the flame going in our hearts for real living. When
Jesus said, “I have come that they might have life and have it more abundantly,”
(John 10:10), He meant it. He imparts the power to live into the lives of true
believers separating them from the walking dead. The Holy Spirit fills us with
stamina to walk without feeling weary and to run without fainting. As GOD has
protected the feet of Moses for 40 years in the wilderness, so He will do the same
for us. GOD never changes. His love for us never dies. “l will never leave you nor
forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5) is His promise engraved in our hearts.

Let our eyes be fixed on Jesus Christ this Christmas, thanking Him for leaving the
glories of Heaven to come down to save men of dust that we may have the privilege
of living in Heaven with our GOD one day.

For why do earthlings deserve to live in heavenly realms reserved for GOD and His
angels? Has that thought ever crossed your mind?



Prayer

Our Heavenly Father, how grateful we are that Jesus came down to give us life and
life abundantly. Teach us to live as you want us to live. Make us to be all that we can
be in Christ Jesus. We want to experience the full measure of the joy of our
salvation.

This Christmas we seek a renewal of our faith and a refreshing of our souls by Your
Holy Spirit. For we ask this in the Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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Saturday, 25 December 2021

TWO PRAYERS FOR CHRISTMAS

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

May these two prayers on Christmas Day enrich our lives from this day forth to be
truly light and salt of the earth as our Lord wants us to be.

TEACH ME HOW TO LOVE

O God, before | can be a disciple of Jesus Christ and a servant to other people, |
must learn how to love.

Teach me, Lord, how to love your children, whatever their race or creed or station
in life, to love them even as you love me and all your other creature.

It is my self-centredness, my self-idolatry, that prevents your love from flowing
through me to the lonely, unloved, deprived, and oppressed people in my path.

May your great, eternal love so flood my life that, not only will my self-serving be
forgiven, but it will be eradicated from my life, that | may open myself to others,
and become a channel of your gracious and everlasting love to them.

| can't do this through my feeble efforts; only you can accomplish such a change in
my life.

Do it, Lord, whatever the cost or consequence, for | truly want to be your disciple
and servant, as long as | am permitted to live in this world.

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
We could not find you, our loving God, so you have sought us out.

Prepare our hearts so we may recognize anew the eternal significance of your
coming to us through your Son, Jesus Christ.

You have come, O Lord, and you continue to come, into the hearts of all those who
are open to you and to your will for their lives.

May your coming give us strength in our many conflicts, and throw light on the dark
paths we must travel in our disjointed and violent world.

Make us ready for this season of celebration, that we may receive you and serve
you forever, and make us the vehicles and messengers of your gifts of grace to the
hearts and lives of others.



In the most precious name of our Lord Jesus we pray this. AMEN.

From “Book of Christian Prayer” by Leslie F. Brandt
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Sunday, 26 December 2021

by Abraham Verghese

Speak “Life or Death"?

James 1:19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow
to speak, slow to anger.

Proverbs 18 : 21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love
it will eat its fruits.

“It is impossible for me to control what | say. It is said before | realise what | have
said.” Yes, sometimes we may feel as though we have no control over what we say.
But that is all it is - a feeling.

Dr Lawrence Crabb, a Christian psychologist, says “The loss of felt choice does not
mean the loss of real choice”. The Book of James tells us that “the tongue is a small
part of the body” (James 3: 5). The tongue, it sounds as if it has a personality, not
only a physical part of the body. Whatever it is, what really matters is the words the
tongue produces.

To rephrase Proverbs 18: 21 “Death and life are in the power of the words the
tongue produces”. There is a production of words from the tongue. Those words
come from the heart before they land on a person’s tongue.

To further rephrase Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the spoken
words that come out of the heart”. We praise our Lord and Father with our tongue,
and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness” (James
3:9). Words are containers of power that create action. They either build up or
tear down. Words have the power to bring life or death physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. It's a matter of cause and effect. God has always given humanity a choice
between life and death - in the garden of Eden, before Moses led the people of
Israel into the promised land, when Israel was under siege by the Babylonians.
Humans have the choice to rule the power of the tongue. However, that can be
difficult to master as James 3: 8 says “but no human being can tame the tongue. It is
a restless evil, full of deadly poison”.

So where did the choice go? It's still there. God has given us the way to choose life
and tame our tongue. The way to choose life and tame our tongue is deeply rooted
in Jesus. He is the way, the truth, and the life, and the word made flesh. To tame our
tongue is to pay attention to what is in our heart. “ A good person out of the good
treasure of his heart produces good, and an evil person out of his evil treasure
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. “( Luke
6:45).



Being filled with Him fills our hearts with life. James and Paul tell us how to put the
right things in our hearts. “ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. “(Colossians 3 : 16)

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
anger. Human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. Life and
death are in the power of the tongue and with the help of the Holy Spirit we can
choose to speak life.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we admit that our tongues have too many times been a problem.
Too often we speak before we think, and at times while we are still thinking, we
start speaking, and not in the right way or with the right words. Help us Father God
and lead us to speak life that give You honor and glory. In Jesus mighty name we
ask. Amen.
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Monday, 27 December 2021

Title: Giving out of the Box

By: Ong Hwee Soo.

Acts 20:35.

‘...remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.”

A common expression we often hear is ‘thinking out of the box’ which refers to
thinking unconventionally. In my Devotional, a fortnight ago, entitled “Paradoxical
Principles”, | mentioned that many of Jesus’ sayings are counter-intuitive and
counter-common sense, to emphasize the difference between worldly values and
kingdom priorities. Yesterday was ‘Boxing Day’, hence the reason for my title today.

In our text today, Apostle Paul was speaking to the Ephesian church when he
qguoted Jesus by saying, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Whereas
conventional worldview has it that getting more is better, the Bible presents a polar
opposite worldview. Jesus teaches that more joy is to be found in God when we give
rather than when we receive.

(By the way, this saying of Jesus is not recorded in the Gospels but was most likely
passed onto to Paul by eye-witnesses who heard Jesus teach. We know from John
21:25 that Jesus did and said many things that were not recorded in the Bible.)

“The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter
tempers, wider Freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We spend more, but have less,
we buy more, but enjoy less. We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our
values. We have more conveniences, but less time. We have learned how to make a
living, but not a life.” (Excerpt from quotation by Bob Moorehead)

This Christmas is a good time to reflect on our priorities and begin to live out
kingdom values.

Ronald Sider in his book, ‘Rich Christian in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence
to Generosity, poignantly points out “What an ironic tragedy that an affluent,
‘Christian’ minority in the world continues to hoard its wealth while hundreds of
millions of people hover on the edge of starvation!” Sider goes on to admonish in
his book, “God's Word teaches a very hard, disturbing truth. Those who neglect the
poor and the oppressed are really not God’s people at all, no matter how frequently
they practice their religious rituals nor how orthodox are their creeds and
confessions.”



‘Boxing Day’ originated during the reign of English monarch, Queen Victoria in the
1800s, which was a day-off for the servants when they received a special Christmas
box from their masters. The tradition evolved to a charity drive whereby a box to
collect money for the poor was placed in churches on Christmas Day which was
opened the next day and the contents distributed to the poor.

Praise the Lord, PBC has been able to launch the Covid Aid Fund to help the needy
through the Neighbourhood Aid, the Food Aid, the e-Learning Device Aid and the
Relief Aid, since past July. From contacts we made through these initiatives, we
followed through with our 1000 Smiles Christmas Project whereby we gave
Christmas Gift Packs to a thousand kids. Hopefully and prayerfully, we will ride on
this momentum and do more for the poor in our community in the coming year.

Let's reflect on the biblical injunction about taking care of the poor in Deut. 15:7-11
which ends with, “You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and
to the poor, in your land.”

Let's not be like the rich poor in the parable Jesus told (Luke 12: 13-21) who “is the
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” Remember the
words of the Psalmist (Ps. 62:10), “if riches increase, set not your heart on them.”

When God blesses us financially, in what ways can raise our Standard of Giving,
rather than merely our Standard of Living?

PRAYER:
Dear God, help us to Live the Life of generosity, giving out of the box of charity.
Amen.



MR E8=

BHRIIR

2Hi—, 2021412827 H

el BEHERRES

EE: SEBDRT

BhE: PRSDEFIALK

HETIEE20E35 T

“ NECESEERERAE, 1 TEtE S EAEE.

BNEEREN—FRAR "BHEERE", BNRIFENEE, MBI, BEEA F
BRER" FIREHIRE], BREfNiFS i RERETMERN, LUERHEANENMEE
LcEmZENER. ERXR HE", XHMERSKinERIRER.,

EBMNSKRNEN P, FERSENIUEHSHENS A TEEER: "TEHEZEN
BfE. " EFROEFEINAERMEHYT, BXRZAMMEH T —MERAERANR. BRERE
S, BAVERESHRMRICEAVERZIRR, SN LEHIREERIEZHER.

(e —a, BRERRUXEIERE 7§, (BRAEEHITIESRASHNB EEESERE
Y. BAINLIEIEE 21 F 25 11580, ERERFTEFIFMRANF S SHBEIRBICHERE
F. )

“BAIIXMNRRRIFER, RIIEESIER, EEREBENES, FENEREAK, BE
RIS, S EE, BREEAED, LBEL, ZZEED, BMSE 7]
B, (BRMETEAIRNE; FNBEEZRER, ErEHED, F1ZESTUTE

4, (BREBLESE, " (388 Bob Moorehead %) EE/RBEFHER)

XA ERTI R BRI il T EEN BRI

DYNfE-Fafs (Ronald Sider) FEMERIZE(E (NUIRFMCHIEEEERE: NERZEIRM) s
e : "R EDHEBN BEEFE BAREERVE, MEUIMAFHRETIENE
! " SRR ERR:  ERINEERES T M ERTHE. SAFRKHIEE,
LB AR EEENAREAR LHRFR, TeMIFRBENASZ AME, )]
RUESAISES ALES.



“BALR" BIRT 19 HERREHZSATZ TS, BMANEATRIE—M55!
RIERALER, BRR—MAEH., X—(ERELN—IEELH], ERTHIRERESR
WE—NMABABHNET, FXKITH, AEDEESA.

RugiE, BEF7 ALK, HEREEHRS(PBOBHMT BINFmSHIEEIES(Covid Aid
Fund), BJ<RERE. EmiEl. BFEIRSEMMBGHENRENEFENA. N
HANBET X LSRRV AVERRT, AR THAIAY “1000 DMAKER TR, Fe(]
E—F N BET S, FIREHES, ERFRGE, IEXFRIFSA
[ EEZ:NESIN

A PRBEZEZMERMICS 15 B 7-11 DHhXTREEGSARIIS, EBE: "BERIR
tth £ RS ZRISB AT F.

BAIAEGERSRTELLIS (BRIMEES 12 £ 13-21 ) FRRRBIBREENS A “AECHR
W, EHERIAER". ICEFARE (FRE 62K 107) © "WIRVEREM, FEK
EoE, "

S EFEEF LGELEIIN, BHAEETLRESEIIFESE, TMAMUERAIN
ERE?

res:
XEEM LT, BEBBRITEERENES, BHZEESEAES, M.



Tuesday 28 December 2021
Looking forward, looking upward
By Dr Hew Fen Lee

Philippians 3:12-14

12 Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but
| press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, |
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Winter solstice, the shortest day in the northern hemisphere was a week ago on
21st Dec. From that day onwards, daylight is going to be longer and darkness of the
night is going to be shorter. We don't feel much of it being near the Equator but the
nearer the regions are to the north pole the greater the daylight difference is. The
lengthening daylight in regions shrouded with darkness during the winter months
gives many a sense of optimism and of better things to come.

The last 2 years has been likened to a long winter for many and emerging from this
long winter leaves many with hurts and regrets. There could be some who have
thankfully went through the last 2 years relatively unscathed.

Paul here reminds us that we have not yet reached our goal or destination. Notice
that Paul is not talking about running a race that will give us salvation. Salvation has
already been won at Calvary. Paul was talking about a crown and prize that is
meant for Christians only. If we have not accepted Christ we can't even take partin
this race!

But we should not dwell on our past. Paul ignores his past successes and failures as
he presses forward expectantly to reach the goal. Do not let our past successes
make us complacent nor should we let our past failures paralyse us. Paul wants us
to deal with it and move on and let us not be bogged down by issues that affect our
race.

Over the Christmas season many in this world may have looked to Santa Claus who
is purportedly living in the North Pole where it is still darkness all day and the
nearest dawn is still 3 months away. Paul is urging us to focus upon Christ Jesus
who is in heaven and who has gained victory over the greatest darkness that ever
exist - death.



Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of our Lord, it is also a time to ignite this
light of hope in our lives. A light that will guide us through all the darkest nights in
our lives, until Jesus comes again when there is going to be light eternal.

Prayer:

Thank you Jesus for coming into this world and be our light. Though we may
stumble and fall in the darkness of this world, you will illuminate our path. Thank
you for guiding us like a shepherd and teaching us to focus upon You and the road
ahead rather than being distracted by our past. Amen.
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Wednesday 29th December 2021

Title: Finishing Well

By: Richard YW Yeoh

2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the
faith” (ESV)

As the year draws to a close, we may be reflecting on how yet another year has
whizzed passed us. As one ages, time seems to pass faster. Time is something none
of us will ever have enough of and yet we often live like our supply of time on earth
will never end. Yet, the beginning of wise living is to realize that our time is limited
and we need to focus on finishing well.

The writings of the Apostle Paul is replete with exhortations to Christians on the
importance of finishing well. As with all human endeavours, and as best illustrated
in a race, every stage of life is important but finishing well is the grand prize.

How do Christians, once saved by the grace and mercy of our Lord and Saviour,
ensure that we grow and mature, run the race that God has predestined for us, and
eventually finish the race as “good and faithful servants™?

Broadly, we must first stay people-focused. Our main mission is not career, riches,
accomplishments, etc.(granted these may be important) but how we relate to other
people, how we touch lives, and what a difference we make in the lives of others.
Next, we must stay mission-focused - to remember our main focus is to win souls
for Christ. Thirdly, we must stay eternity-focused, to evaluate our lives in the light of
our key life goals of serving God on earth, thereby to glorify Him and to enjoy being
in His presence throughout eternity.

What daily commitments will ensure we stay the course and eventually reach our
goal to finish well?

Firstly, we need daily personal communion with God. We need to enrich and
deepen our personal relationship with our living God to get our bearings right and
stay the course.

Secondly, we need our daily nourishment of the gospel so that His Word comes
alive in us daily.

Thirdly, to live daily as living sacrifices to the Lord that we may not stray from His
Will for our lives.

And fourthly, to reaffirm the sovereignty and love of God in our lives daily that we
may face life’s challenges in submission to His Will and Grace in our lives, whatever
the circumstances may be.



Indeed only by grace do we enter into a personal relationship with our Lord, and
only in submission and yielding to Him will we find the faith and joy that enable us
to finish well.

Prayer: “O Father, may we humbly pray that we finish the year well, that we may
start the New Year of 2022 well, and we may continue to run the race as good and
faithful servants until we are delivered into Thy Holy Presence. We pray in the
mighty name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen”
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Thursday, 30 December 2021
Title: Reflections on 2021

By Dorothy Teoh

Psalm 46:10

Be still, and know that | am God ...

As the year draws to a close and we look back over the year that's been, what
thoughts are uppermost in your mind? For me, thanksgiving for God’s protection
and grace are certainly at the top of the list. So many lives have been lost during
this pandemic that just being alive is reason to praise God.

Along with the thanksgiving though, there is also regret. Regret at the things left
undone, the plans and resolutions formed at the beginning of the year that | have
not managed to fulfil, or the words left unsaid.

My biggest regret this year is that | did not speak with my aunt, my mother’s only
surviving sister in Singapore, before she contracted Covid in October and passed
away just days later. | had been meaning to call her for the two weeks before that
when she was still well but kept putting if off for various reasons, or just plain
forgot. And now she’s gone. As | told a cousin, | shall always regret it. All the more
so because she was not a believer.

In the midst of my regret and self-recrimination, a friend shared a virtual card
through Whatsapp. The words of the card said: “The original Hebrew root of Be Still
doesn't mean ‘be quiet”: It means ‘Let Go' and know that | am God. Surrender to
what is, let go of what was, have faith in what will be.” (From 5 Minutes with
Jesus.com.)

Sometimes, words like these can seem like a cliche but that morning, they
resonated with me. And just as if God knew in advance (which of course He does)
that | needed to know He cares, He put it in my heart to turn to a website that |
occasionally use for my morning devotion. The first words of the daily prayer for
that day? “Be still and know that | am God.”

It is possible to be overcome by regret at our own failures and shortcomings. While
| was still grappling with regret, not just at my aunt’s passing but compounded by
other matters that had been stirred up, | listened to Pastor Mark Tan's sermon on
Matthew 1:1-17 on December 5.



Genealogies are understandably not the first choice for inspirational sermons, but
two things struck me. The Jesus who was of royal genealogy, who is real, came to
redeem: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba - all fallen women, or women with a past.
Yet they are named in the royal genealogy of Jesus, and their names are inscribed
for posterity. | am sure they had much to regret, but God used them all in His
marvellous plan of redemption.

The other thing that struck me was the reference to Philippians 1:6 at the end of
the sermon, that “...he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.” | am an unfinished work but | trust in Jesus, the author
and perfecter of my faith who will bring this work to completion. And it is
completion, not perfection. But | rest in that promise because completion in God's
plan is better than anything the world can offer.

As we face a new year with all its uncertainties, are we weighed down by the cares,
memories or regrets of this past one year? 1 Peter 5:17 says: “Cast all your anxiety
on him because he cares for you.”

The past 134 years of this pandemic has shown me how much God cares for me. He
cares for you too. We have just celebrated the birth of our Saviour at Christmas. It is
because God cares that He sent His only son to redeem us, set us free from sin and
eternal condemnation and offers us abundant life in Him. So let go, and let God.

PRAYER:

Dear Lord, our hearts are filled with thanksgiving as we look back over the past
year. Thank You that You care for us, and the gift of Jesus shows just how much You
care. Thank You that You still our regrets of what could have been, or is not. Help us
to offer all our cares to You and go forward into the new year knowing that You will
be with us every step of the way. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Friday, 31 December 2021

Title: See,  am Going To Do A New Thing!

By: Pastor Isaac Yim

Text: Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV)

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, | am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland.”

It is time to say goodbye. We often say goodbye with mixed emotions. Today, there
are two goodbyes. One is goodbye to 2021. It is gone for good and will never
return. The other goodbye is the final publication of the Daily Devotion of Pantai
Baptist Church. On one hand | am joyful and relieved that the Daily Devotion team
need not be pressured to meet datelines. At the same time, | am saddened that we
will miss you on a daily basis. Since 18 March 2020 till 31 December 2021, we have
been pilgrims walking together, feeding on the Word of God. Like the GPS, His Word
has led us through the lonely road of the Covid19 pandemic. On 20 December, |
had sent out a Letter of Appreciation to all the readers and the Daily Devotion
Team Members. Allow me to quote some of the responses received. Some
comments | received were very encouraging.

“It was translated into Bahasa Malaysia for the benefit of many BM speaking
worshippers” (Brother Leong, Sabah). What a surprise! Praise The Lord! We are not
aware of this at all.

“Itis the first thing | read when | wake up in the morning. | have shared your
devotions with my home group and others” (Mimi & Dr. Tan Yaw Kwang, Kuching).
“It has been a great encouragement as well as gained new insights often from the
devotion” (Asinlo, Mission Partner, Himalayas).

“I have also sent it daily to my cousin who is not a Christian yet and she has told me
some of her prayers were answered after reading these devotions” (Patricia Loh).

“I have consistently shared our DD with so many of my friends and family (non-
Christian) and they are so very blessed by it....reaching out in times of need and
worrisome period for all.... many non- Christians responded, ‘Is this how a Christian
family works?” (Fred Ong and Family).

“I have been looking forward to receiving this daily from you in the group chat,
without fail for so long, it becomes part of Kenny and | every evening program, this
brings Kenny and | closer since we got married, we learned to read God's word and
pray aloud together, it helps us to walk closer with God. We are blessed
tremendously” (Kenny and Moong Lan).



Thank God for the Daily Devotion Ministry, and the hard-working team who,
without fail, put it out daily. | am grateful that you have been helped. | hope this is
just an appetizer that leads you into reading the Word of God - the Bible - daily.

Our text today says, God is going to do a new thing for His people. Things will
change in the future. Things will not be the same because God is going to include
His people in His future plans. To experience the new hope, the people must be
prepared to let go of the past so that they can receive what God has in mind for
them. Like the people of Israel, we have a choice. We can keep looking back on our
past or we can focus upon what God is going to do in the present and in the future.

God is inviting us to recommit and to realign our hearts with His. “See” is an
invitation. See what new things God is doing and going to do. Let's ask God to
reveal the new things to us for the new year. Let us focus on His mighty power
rather than on our limitations. Lord, give us new vision, new dreams, new
opportunities, new strategies, new anointing of the Holy Spirit, new boldness, new
attitude towards God, towards ourselves and others. Thank you, Lord, You are
going to do something new in each of our lives in the New Year!

The Lord said, “Forget what happened long ago! Don't think about the past. | am
creating something new. There it is! Do you see it? | have put roads in deserts,
streams in thirsty lands.”

Lord, what new things are You seeking to do in my life in 20227

Lord, help me to look at things differently and perceive the newness You want to
bring.

Lord, give me the faith to trust You to create a new heart that loves and obeys You
daily.

Prayer

Dear Father in heaven, | Thank You for seeing me through a very challenging year
2021. Thank You Lord, You never leave me where | am. Thank You for doing
something new for me in the New Year. Lord, help me to leave the many old
baggage of the past behind. Help me to expect new things You are going to do in
and through me in the New Year. Holy Spirit open my eyes to see things differently
through Your eyes. Grant me a willing and obedient heart to join You in what You
are doing. Thank You, Lord. You are my Rock, my Redeemer and the joy of my life.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/EjowZMWpzfgKCrTuxGU9B3



https://chat.whatsapp.com/EjowZMWpzfgKCrTuxGU9B3

Should you want to join FOPI Devotion, please click the link above. This new
devotion will be on every Wednesday of the week. The first posting will be on 5
January 2022. All are welcome.

FOPI stands for FRIENDS OF PASTORS INTERNATIONAL founded by Ps Isaac Yim 20
years ago. This ministry have work in North East India, China and South East Asia.
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