Thursday 1st July 2021
Title: “They were amazed...”
Ps Mark Tan

Mark 6:1-6

This short passage highlights three parties who were “amazed”. The first were those
in the synagogue who were “amazed” at Jesus’ teachings. They were not only
amazed at how well and clear Jesus taught. They were also astonished that Jesus
was teaching on His own authority and claimed to be the anointed One who would
bring God's Jubilee. They were so “amazed”, they took offense at Jesus’ words and
wanted to stone him. For further study, read Luke 4:14-30.

What caused the people’s unbelief? The hint can be found in the rhetorical
questions the crowd asked in verse 3. The people could not look beyond Jesus’ flesh
and humility as a carpenter’s son and truly see that Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature and gained honour from God as well as men (Luke 2:52). The people had a
bias to expect God's Messiah as a great political power that would deliver them
from the Romans. Their lack of trust in God, mixed with their earthly desires for a
“superhero” they could control, prevented them from seeing the Lamb of God who
would take away the sins of the world.

The second is Jesus Himself, who was “amazed” at their lack of faith. He was not
amazed as if he was surprised and didn't know of their lack of faith. Rather, He
marvelled at the fact that even though the people of Israel experience God's
goodness first-hand, they did not believe in Him. Israel was delivered by God
Himself from Egypt, from slavery, from starving, and even from enemy countries.
Until today, Israel stands as a testimony of God’s goodness as well as Israel’s lack of
belief in the promised Messiah found in Jesus of Nazareth.

The third group, though not explicitly described as “amazed”, were those who
marvelled at Jesus’ ability and sought for Him to heal them. This group of people
may seem small at first, but you will find them throughout the Gospels and Acts of
the Apostles, either in the crowds of thousands being fed by Jesus, or even in the
ones who were hated by society for their sin, like the tax collector, the soldier and
the Samaritan woman. Their marvel was not dampened by Jesus' appearance.
Rather, their marvel was amplified seeing that Jesus did not only heal them, but He
saved them from their eternal damnation, by proclaiming many a time, “Your sins
are forgiven”.



While fighting to beat the pandemic, we might get disappointed with the state of
our lives today. Let us not forget, while waiting for this pandemic to end, that God
has already ended the greater plague which has taken so many more: the plague of
sin and eternal death. He did this through the Suffering Servant, who is now our
Loving Saviour, Jesus.

So what shall we do? How shall we marvel at our Saviour today? Simple: Help those
in need, pray without ceasing and proclaim the Gospel without hesitation. When we
do this, we will be able to be amazed again at what a Wonderful Saviour we have in
Christ Jesus.

Prayer:

How Marvellous! How Wonderful
And my song shall ever be

How Marvellous! How Wonderful
Is my Saviour’s love for me.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ue8ZCAc9xQ8



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ue8ZCAc9xQ8
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Friday, 2 July 2021

Title: “All about God's glory”
By Ps Cheng Cheung

John 11: 4

My previous devotion on this same passage focussed on the theme of pain which
God allows to befall those whom He loves. Today we shall go a step further and try
to understand the heart of God who allows the ultimate to overcome His own.

Early in the chapter, John makes it abundantly clear that Mary's was a family Jesus
loved.

Verses 3 and 5: The sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is
sick. .. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.”

The sisters sent for Jesus as soon as they realised Lazarus' condition was dire. It was
expected that if He miraculously met the needs of so many others, some of whom
were strangers, He would meet their need also. John means for us to see and feel
the love that Jesus has for this family. This request for help comes from within the
closest circle of Jesus's friends.

To help us understand the spiritual lesson from this incident, Jesus declares “This
sickness will not lead to death, but [will lead] to God's glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.”

That's the setting for Jesus’'s amazing words about death and the pain he permits
for those whom He loves, and the glory of God. He said this to the disciples, when
the news of Lazarus’ illness was first told to Him. Mary and Martha did not hear Him
say it.

By the time Jesus arrived at Bethany, the village where Lazarus lived, Lazarus had
been dead four days. Mary and Martha could not understand Jesus’ delay. Each of
them said to Him despairingly, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” Behind their words we seem to read their true thoughts: “Lord, we do
not understand what took you so long to come. How could you allow the man you
love so much, our brother, to die?”

In other words, “ WHY did you allow this?”

This is a question many of us would have asked, | think, more so in recent days than
at any time in past years.

Many Bible characters would have asked such Why questions:
Abraham: “Why do | need to sacrifice Isaac?” Yet he was willing to obey.
Joseph: “Why did my own brothers betray me, why did you allow my master’s wife



to get away with her lies, why the lost years of unjust imprisonment?”

Job: “What did | do to deserve the disasters? And why take my health as well?”
Paul: “Why this thorn in the flesh which won't leave, after all | have done for the
sake of the gospel amongst the gentiles?”

| confess | hear my voice in the chorus of questions above. How about you?

So, how did Jesus respond to the sisters?

“24 Your brother will come back to life again ... 25| am the resurrection and the
life. The one who believes in me will live even if he dies, 26 and the one who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

Everyone who believes in Jesus will be raised to eternal life

This is the news which brings glory to God and the Son of God.

This illness and what happened to Lazarus is about God’s glory. It is not mainly
about death. It is mainly about God, about the Son of God, and about how glorious
God and His Son are. And the narrative records many believed after they saw the
things Jesus did.

My Prayer today

Heavenly Father, give me faith to believe despite the fact that many times | do not
understand the challenging and often desperate circumstances | face. In Jesus’
Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 3 July 2021
Title: The Lord's Prayer
By: Wong Yoke Ming
Matthew 6:9

“Pray then like this ...”

We are all so familiar with this. It is called “The Lord’s Prayer” but is, in fact, the Lord
Jesus teaching the disciples how they should pray. What we often miss are the
verses before that from verse 5 to verse 7:

1. We should not pray like the hypocrites who pray for self-glorification in
the most ‘publicly’ seen places and in contempt of others whom they
consider less pious than themselves, as in the parable of the Pharisee
and the Tax Collector in Luke 18:9.

2. We should not pray like the ‘Gentiles’ (today these would be people
who do not know God) - with many words (Gk. - ‘babbling’) that cover
a myriad of deities but are really nothing more than ‘dutiful’
incantations thought to be pious prayers.

But neither was it meant to be a prayer to be repeated without understanding as
many of us do today. There are six petitions in what we call “The Lord's Prayer”,
easily divided into the first three, which remind the one praying of who God is, and
next three petitions, which remind the one praying of the grace and provision of
God in the life of the Christian. We shall focus on the first set of three.

Firstly, we should recognize that we are speaking with, not God, but “Our Father in
heaven”. Why do | make this distinction? Jesus teaches us to be reverent when we
speak with our heavenly Father. How would we speak to our earthly father? Should
we not speak to our heavenly Father with, at least, the same reverence, except that
this is our Father in heaven, not on earth. Contrast this with what was in Psalm 22,
as uttered on the cross by our Lord, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”
Here, we are taught to acknowledge our heavenly Father who provides for us, who
forgives us all our wrongdoing and who guides us away from succumbing to the evil
that overspills from our hearts (Mark 7:21-23).

Secondly, even as we acknowledge Him as our Father in heaven, we long to be
sheltered in His house, which will become our eternal domain. Do we not want to
be our earthly father’'s house until such time when we leave our parents to cleave
to our spouse? So to, the bride, which is the church, who would cleave to the
Bridegroom, the Head of the church? And thirdly, do we not want to be in the place
where our heavenly Father rules, not just in eternity coming, but in the “here and
now"?



So, our Lord teaches us to long for the Father's kingdom, our ultimate home, to be
in our hearts for the peace that surpasses all understanding and dispels all anxiety
and that casts out all fears. We long for His will to dominate our lives here on earth;
as our Lord has promised - an Advocate who will remind us of everything that our
Lord had taught us. And the Apostle Paul reminded us, in Ephesians 4:30, not to
“grieve the Holy Spirit of God”, by whom we had been “sealed for the day of
redemption”. For our Lord has taught us that if He casts out demons by the finger
of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon us (Luke 11:20).

And thus, this is not a prayer per se, but a teaching to us how we should pray, not in
a hypocritical manner nor in babbling and empty repetitions, but first to come
before God in humble reverence and desiring His will to be done and His kingdom
to be in the “here and now".

Prayer:

Father, we long for Your presence to be with us, even in the “here and now”, and
the peace that You give to us amidst all the turmoil in our world. We are grateful for
Your provision in our lives; Your forgiveness, even to the extent of seventy times
seven; and Your hand in our lives that we may not succumb to the evil that comes
from within our hearts. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.
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Sunday, 4 July 2021

Title: QT with God

By Elder Bryan Lee ZH[&

Mark 1:35

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

As a young Christian decades ago, | was taught to do personal bible reading and
prayer. My spiritual mentor told me | must do my QT. This is a spiritual discipline
called Quiet Time. And to cultivate this discipline in me, he would knock at my
college hostel room every morning and we would do our QT together for some
weeks until | could do it on my own.

| have been a Christian for 47 years now and | wish | could tell you that |
consistently do my QT every day. But | can tell you surely that the days | missed,
and sometimes over a long stretch, were the worst days of my journey as a
Christian.

During this pandemic our grand niece Naomi was born a year ago. She was two
months premature and spent many days in the incubator in the hospital. There
were much anxieties because she was so tiny. Naomi just celebrated her first
birthday and you wouldn't know she was a preemie. Naomi is as chubby as any
healthy baby because her mother consistently fed her the baby diet daily. And so
she grows physically into a very healthy one year old girl. Likewise, for us to grow
spiritually, we must be fed with spiritual food. And one of the major diet is our QT.
Jesus said “It is written: _'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.”(Matt 4:4)

If we consistently and diligently do our QT, | guarantee, you will grow spiritually as a
Christian. It means you have to consistently set aside time with the Lord, free from
all distractions. Nothing will keep you from doing this. And you must be patient, you
must not be in a hurry. Some days you don’t seem to get anything out of your
reading. Other times you get something but there are times where the light bulb
suddenly lights up under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and you say “Thank you
Lord.” God shows up.

The farmer who plants does not expect harvest suddenly. He knows he has to be
patient. He plows, he breaks up the soil, he puts in the seeds and he waters and
pulls the weed. He does this consistently, diligently and patiently.

And as he does this he does it expectantly. He expects a harvest, he expects to get a
crop out of the ground. (2 Tim 2:6)



Similarly, you can expect a spiritual crop as you consistently and diligently do your
QT. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of

the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.(Ps19:8). As we read God's Word and
talk to Him daily, He will give us joy in our heart and spiritual vision to see beyond
this pandemic.

The Bible records in Mark 1:35 that our Lord Jesus took time off the busyness and
pressures of his earthly ministry and commune with the Heavenly Father in a quiet
solitary place free from all distractions. We must do the same.

Brothers and sisters, the single most important time of my day is my time with my
Lord. | pray it is yours as well.

Prayer

Lord,

Thank You for the promise that the person who delights in Your law consistently
and diligently is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all we do, we prosper. We give thanks in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Monday, 5th July 2021

THE SWEETEST VERSE IN THE BIBLE

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest.”

Herschel Ford in his Simple Sermons Series calls this verse “The Sweetest Verse in
the Bible”. With the Covid 19 Pandemic into more than one and a half years and the
Delta variant killing more people and forcing more lockdowns around the world,
who is not weary, who is not burdened?

No place in the world has not been affected one way or another. The latest death
toll world-wide is 3.95 million; Asia alone is 790 thousand and more is to come. One
scene | saw on Whatsapp lingers in my mind. A man went up to the top floor of a
hotel and jumped down, saying Covid 19 had taken his whole family, wife &
children - what's the point of living anymore. Last week a man hung himself on an
overhead bridge in Balakong, Cheras. Malay Mail says Malaysia alone has recorded
about 4 suicide cases a day in the first 3 months of 2021!! And all of us know there
are more to come, not just in Malaysia but world-wide.

In Malaysia alone, the daily infected cases hover between 5-6 thousand. So far,
more than 5 thousand have died. Pay-cut, loss of job, retrenchment, small, medium
and even big companies have closed down. One MCO after another, so much so we
have lost count of the number of names given to these lockdowns - half lockdown,
semi-lockdown, full lockdown - one SOP after another, morning we get one,
afternoon changes, by evening it's another one - no one really knows what's going
on, can go out or cannot go out, 1 person, 2 persons or 3 persons in a car? Who is
not tired, who is not weary, who is not heavily burdened - all of us are - not a single
soul in this whole wide world is exempted - it is totally by the grace of God that
none of us have gone mad by now.

But in the midst of all these uncertainties, all these unknowns, our Lord says “Come
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest’. Yes, to “ME" -
to Jesus. Not to the Priest, not to a Creed, not even to the Church but to Jesus.
People can come to the Church without knowing Jesus. Bring all our unknowns, all
our anxieties, all our problems, all our questions to Jesus and His promise is “and |
will give you rest”. Hendriksen says “such rest is not only negatively absence from
uncertainty, fear, anxiety, and despair; positively it is peace of mind and heart;
assurance of salvation”. It is the peace of God, which transcends all understanding
that Paul mentions in Philippians 4:7.



Rest, not only for those who are badly affected by the pandemic one way or
another, but rest also for those who are ministering and helping others to face the
pandemic. We cannot do our best work with nerves taut or frayed from constant
pressure. When Jesus’ disciples returned from a strenuous preaching mission, their
Master recognized their need for rest and invited them to come with Him to a quiet
place where they could be refreshed. “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place
and get some rest.” (Mark 6:31)

Yes, my dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, apart from our Lord, we will not be
able to find true rest and peace anywhere in this world. Remember what our Lord
said in:

John 14:27 "Peace | leave with you, my peace | give you".

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”

And Augustine sums it up nicely “Lord, Thou has made us for yourself and we can
find no rest till we find our rest in you".

Herschel Ford not only said that Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and | will give you rest.” is the sweetest verse in the Bible, he also
said it is the greatest invitation of our Lord.

PRAYER: Truly Lord, all of us are so tired and weary and burdened with so many
concerns and anxieties and unknowns in this pandemic world. Help us to find our
rest in you Lord so that we can reach out to others that they too may find rest in
you. In Jesus name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 6 July 2021

Title: Do Not Worry

By: Stephen Wong

Text: Philippians 4:6-7

Like some, | am one who grew up under less-than-ideal circumstances. To put it
another way, my parents were financially poor and had to provide for the needs of
12 children in the family. I was ranked 9th in the family and did not have dreams of
going much further after my Form 5 studies, other than to be a civil servanti.e. a
teacher or a clerk. Many nights in my early teens, | lay down in bed looking at the
wall and wondered about the purpose of my existence. Occasionally, my despairing
eyes would chance upon the silhouette of my lizard friends on the wall, which
caused me to cringe with fear on many cold breezy nights.

Fast forward 10 years later; | was in my second year of studies at University Malaya
soaking up the Bible (RSV) purchased by my friend Daniel Chua. | was reading the
gospel of Matthew and found many interesting truths that touched my heart. |
chanced upon Matthew 6:33 that said, “Seek first the Kingdom of God and his
righteousness and all these things would be yours as well.” | must admit | did not
have a full understanding of what the words really meant, but | knew | wanted to
know the true and righteous God who could impart His righteousness to me. | knew
the seriousness of my sins, and | needed a Saviour in my life. I heard from my
Christian friends that | needed to receive Christ in my life before | could become a
member of God's family. | looked afresh at my fellow Christian friends and saw they
led good lives. One day, | decided to say a prayer to Jesus to call Him to come and
be my God. | closed the prayer with a happy “Amen”. Only God was my witness
when | called upon Him to accept me into His family.

| learned an important truth of being a Christian; that is to be able to trust God fully
in His word and remain obedient to Him. There were many occasions when |
thought | could live life without God after my initial conversion experience. And so, |
took some hard lessons from God, learning to trust Him fully and navigate through
life with Him, when the storms hit. God led me through all of them by His gentle
hand. During raging storms, | found that praising God and thanking Him in
adversities had the power to take the sting out of worries that | shouldered. Each
time | praised and thanked Him, the burdens got easier and after a while, the
burdens left me completely. My prayers were all answered, to the glory of God.
Praising God daily with a thankful heart works miracles for me, and | am sure it can
work for you as well, to ease your emotional burdens.



Today the world has gotten more complicated than what it was before; but God
who stopped the storms on the sea of Galilee 2,000 years ago, can repeat the same
miracle today. God is Lord over this current global pandemic and the plagues to
come. So, my dear fellow family, let God work through your burdens and challenges
in life. You can trust His love and promises that He would not abandon us, no
matter what afflicts us. Praising and thanking Him during your trials and tears may
not seem normal to the world, but God welcomes your praises and thanksgiving
and He will safeguard your faith and walk with Him. He will surely answer your
prayers in due time with many blessings. Would you not cast your worries unto God
today, by praising and thanking Him daily for all that has taken place in your life?

Prayer

Dear Lord God, thank you for Your love and faithfulness. You know our sins but You
chose to save us by sending Christ to die on the cross while we were still sinners. All
of us are undergoing a powerful storm caused by this global Covid19 pandemic.
Some of us are suffering badly because we have lost jobs and income and even our
health. We ask Your comfort and help be given to Your people as we walk in faith,
and trust in You. Help us to be Your instruments, touching lives in our church and
neighbourhoods, with the comfort You have given us. May the nations look up to
You and worship You together with us one day, because they saw us as a people of
faith, trust, praise and thanksgiving in God. To God be the glory. In the matchless
name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Wednesday, 7 July 2021

Title: Trust and Obey

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

9 For | too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And | say to one, ‘Go,’
and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.” - Matthew 8:9

It is very common for us to exercise submission and obey our superior at the work
place. Like the soldier under the centurion, he has to submit and obey his
commander. However, very often when the words of God speak to us or bring
conviction to our heart, or God speaks to us with a still small voice, we have the
tendency to ignore or choose not to submit and obey. Our human nature usually
persuades us to ask lots of questions instead of choosing just to trust Him. “How
does this situation come about?”, “Is God really telling me to do this?” (when we
know it is from Him), “It is too hard for me!”, “What will people be thinking?” Rather
than operating with simple faith in trust and obedience, we allow ourselves to over
analyse the potential consequences of our decision. This is obviously not the way
God intends us to handle things, since he commands us not to worry or be anxious
about anything (Philippians 4:6) but to put our trust in Him. “Blessed is the man
who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. He is like a tree planted by water,
that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its
leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease
to bear fruit.” - Jeremiah 17:7-8

Sometimes when questions like these cross my mind, the Holy Spirit gently calms
my thoughts and fears by speaking these three words into my spirit, “Trust and
Obey”. This is His gentle reminder to me that the God of the Universe, who placed
the stars in the sky, is capable of handling all things, and in control of all things.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, | thank you that you have an incredible plan for my life and
for your wonderful words to guide my path. | want to say sorry for the times | did
not submit, obey, and trust you with what you want to do in my life. O God, please
help me to trust you with all my heart, and not to lean on my own understanding. O
God, | ask you now to empower me by your Holy Spirit to help me to obey and to
do what you ask of me, step by step. In the mighty name of Jesus, | pray, Amen.
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Thursday, 8 July 2021

Title: Be A Good MCO Samaritan
By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

Read Luke 10:25-37

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on
him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

MCO means Movement Control Order. These are the restrictions that have been
implemented in Malaysia over the last 15 months in order to combat the spread of
COVID. We are now entering the 5th week of our latest round of lockdowns. Travel
is restricted and the majority of businesses and factories are closed. Those
particularly affected appear to be the most vulnerable in society to begin with, the
lower income group, casual workers and the migrant community. Many are
struggling to put food on the table. We hear of mothers who cannot afford to buy
milk for their babies and are resorting to feeding them coffee or condensed milk.
People are unable and too afraid to leave their homes as they will never be able to
pay the fines imposed for breaching SOPs. We hear of the mental anguish and
depression leading to suicides. We've all received the gory pictures on our
WhatsApp groups.

What is our response? Clearly the right response is to reach out to help. As a front-
liner, my colleagues in other hospitals and | have seen first-hand how Buddhists,
Muslim and non-religious NGOs have come forward to offer assistance. Funnily
enough, we have not been approached by any churches or Christian organisations,
nor have my own Christian colleagues been particularly forthcoming in offering to
help others admittedly. If non-Christians can pour out their resources, time and
love, surely the bar should be set even higher for Christians.

Now, back to the parable. It's interesting that Jesus’ choice for the first two bad
examples were not just ordinary Jews, but a priest and a Levite specifically. These
people were meant to helm religious activities of the day, worship and scripture
teaching, as well as act as community leaders. Yet, they turned a blind eye. | think
the burden of responsibility placed on church leaders today remains equally critical.
In this time of widespread need, they are tasked with leading us to identify needs in
the community, to organise and mobilise the church to offer assistance to those
who cannot help themselves anymore. | urge church leaders to rise to the occasion
and stop holy-huddling, praying and waiting for the pandemic to be over. The time
is now, the Samaritans are hard at work, so lead your church to become a beacon



of light in the darkness. Your testimony is in your actions and is plain for everyone
to see, especially the younger generation.

Prayer:

Please help us Lord to stop being selfish and fearful. Love is not fearful. Help us to
open our eyes to the needs around us and move us mightily in the Holy Spirit to
help our neighbour in need. Help our leaders lead. Help them spur their flock on to
love and good deeds to bring you glory.
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Friday, 9 July 2021

Panic

Prathab V

1 Peter 5:7 (NIV)

" Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you .”

That morning, panic set in rapidly. Fear and helplessness took hold of me. The
amount of blood in the bathroom toilet was unusually large. It could easily fill half a
bowl of porridge. “Let’s take her to the hospital now!” | said to my wife, worried for
our daughter who had been coughing blood.

It was frightening. Strangely, other than phlegm and a weird taste (according to my
daughter) in her throat there were no other symptoms.

As we drove to the hospital, we prayed that God will heal our daughter and that it
will not be a life-threatening matter. Secretly, in my heart, | prayed that it will not be
cancer or Covid-19. To cut the long story short, after seeing two doctors that day, it
was confirmed that the bleeding was due to a burst blood capillary inside her nasal
passage, the result of a sinus infection. My wife and | were hugely relieved! We were
truly grateful to God for answering our prayers.

Later that day, reflecting on the entire episode, | asked myself: What if the diagnosis
has been different? What if it was a complicated medical condition? Would | still be
grateful and trust God? Honestly, | don't know. | would certainly be heartbroken
and devastated. | dare not say if | would emerge victorious in my test of faith. But |
know that | must still cling to the promises of God. He alone cares for us.

This episode reminds me of the old Sunday School song “Did you ever talk to God
above” by Francis Towle Rath. | love this song as it a source of great encouragement
in times of difficulty and challenge. | especially like the part in the song where it
says “Every tiny little fear He knows”".

This morning, | encourage you to trust God. He is not too far away from you. He
knows your pain, your challenges and your fears. But, trust Him. He alone cares.

Prayer:

Lord and Saviour, teach me to trust in You always even if all seems helpless. In
times of panic and fear, teach me to rely on Your everlasting love always. In Jesus’
name, | ask. Amen.
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Saturday, 10 July 2021

Title: Always ought to pray and not to lose heart

By Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Margaret Ong

Luke 18:1 “Jesus spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not to
lose heart.”

Dear brothers and sisters, nothing in the spiritual life of Christians is more
important than prayer; so the spiritual growth, blessings, gifts, and abilities are all
derived from prayer. There is nobody who does not pray and is still able to have a
sustained, unfaltering, strong, and progressive spiritual life. Similarly, there is no
believer who prays well but his spirituality is out of control. Many believers face
spiritual problems mainly because something went wrong in their prayer life: As a
result of not praying well, not only are they not able to withstand temptations, they
have nowhere to hide when they encounter tribulations and during times when
they cannot cope with the problems, they eventually get dragged down by Satan,
the flesh, and the world.

Of course, some believers never pray properly, so there is no spiritual desire or
progress. But some believers initially sought God by praying, but then gradually
became indifferent, prayed less, and even stopped praying. What is the reason for
this? One of the most important factors is that when the believer’s prayers have not
been answered and fulfilled, they feel that God is not faithful, His promises are
unreliable, and prayers are useless, so they become discouraged and gradually give
up. Therefore, the Lord Jesus specially used a parable here to ask men always ought
to pray and not give up.

Dear brothers and sisters, we are God's people, and our relationship with God far
exceeds the ones we have with people, matters and things. Our lives, our time, our
minds, our strength belongs to Him. God should be our purpose in all things.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing. Prayer is not only our essential but is
also God's will and command. Unfortunately, many Christians ignore it, and some
do so only for a short period of time and just deal with it. Dear brothers and sisters,
this is far from meeting God’s will and even annoys Him.

But there are also Christians who pray frequently and sincerely. They pray in the
morning and at night and sometimes they even have special prayers. Isn't that
enough? Indeed, this is better than not praying or praying very little, but it still does
not satisfy God's will and meet His requirements.



Dear brothers and sisters, many of our prayers are simply hoping to achieve certain
goals, and many of our prayers are entirely carnal and secular, and run counter to
divine orders and the teachings of the Bible. When prayers fail to be fulfilled or do
not produce desired results, the complaining begins.

Jude 20~21 Dear brothers, but you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most
holy truth, praying in the Holy Spirit, keeping yourself in the love of God, and
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Dear brothers and sisters, these verses teach us to pray in the Holy Spirit, that is,
not in the mind and will of ourselves and the flesh, but the Holy Spirit. Likewise, the
Spirit also helps us in our weaknesses, as mentioned in Romans 8: 26~27: For we do
not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches
the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for
the saints according to the will of God. The Holy Spirit who lives in us is constantly
praying for us, and we should pray with the Holy Spirit. If you do not follow the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, it is hard to abide in the Holy Spirit when you pray.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, | want to thank you and praise you because your
faithfulness is everlasting. Thank you for giving us the authority to pray, thank you
for choosing and saving us in Christ, so that through the Lord Jesus, we can come to
your throne of grace without fear, and be able to pray to you anytime, anywhere, to
worship and praise you. Thank you that for those who are weak, you increase
power; those who are tired, you give strength; thank you for agreeing that those
who hope in the Lord you will renew their strength; thank you, you fill me with your
power every day through your holy spirit, so | will soar my wings up like eagles, run
and not grow weary, walk and not grow faint. Praying, in the holy name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen!
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Sunday, 11 July 2021

Title: What is more important than Food?
By Elder Yu Chin Shie

John 4: 34

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work”

| wonder any of us have ever thought of going without food for a length of time. We
need food and water to survive. We are told we can survive only days without
water, but we may be able to live for weeks if only food is deprived. | can dare say,
food is very important for most of us. | remember when | was sick and unable to
have solid food, | couldn't wait to be well again and enjoy all the food | missed! For
foodies, they will go anyplace that serves delicious food which they can't resist.

This morning's devotion is based on the encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan
woman at Sychar recorded in John 4: 4-42.

Briefly, this encounter involved Jesus talking to a Samaritan woman while His
disciples had gone to town to buy food. Despite being tired and thirsty, Jesus took
the opportunity to tell the woman about the kingdom of God and led her to
acknowledge Him as the Messiah. Just when the Samaritan woman left Jesus to go
back to the town to tell the people of her encounter with the Messiah, the disciples
returned with food for their Master.

When the disciples asked Jesus to eat something, Jesus replied “I have food to eat
that you know nothing about”. As the disciples wondered who had brought food for
their Master, Jesus replied “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to
finish His work”

Jesus' response to His disciples set me thinking, “how many of us prioritize doing
God's will over what we can't live without, that is our daily food?". Not only did our
Lord do the will of His Father but He finished His work!

At the cross of Calvary, just before Jesus took His last breath, He uttered the phrase
“It is finished!”. John 19:30

Jesus’ mission on earth is to die on the cross for the atonement of man'’s sins and to
reconcile man to God. Praise God, Jesus has finished what His Father had Him to
do!



How about all of us? Do we know what is God's will for us? Do we prioritize doing
God's will over our daily food? Are we planning to finish what He has asked us to
do?

As God’s children, we know His will for us is found in His Word. Keeping the 10
commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) is certainly the will of God. Another specific will of
God for every believer is the fulfilling of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)
of evangelism and disciple making.

Here are some bible verses concerning God's will for us:

e Give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

« Avoid sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

o Deny ourselves and take up the cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23)

e Ask God for wisdom (James 1:5)

o Trustin the Lord with all our heart and submit our ways to Him

(Proverbs 3:5-6)

| hope this morning's devotion will set us thinking of our priorities in life. What is
more important? Our daily food or doing and finishing the will of God He has for
us?

Prayer -

Heavenly Father,

As we abide in You daily, with the reading of Your Word and prayer, may we be like
Jesus, desiring to do Your will and finish Your work.

In Jesus name,

Amen
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Monday,12 July 2021

Title: Herd Community to Whole Communities.
Ong Hwee Soo

Mark 5:1-20 (ESV).

In my previous three Devotionals, we have seen Jesus’ encounters with different
individual Gentiles. Today's text is another troubling tale, but similarly has a
marvelous tail end.

The passage opens with Jesus and His disciples entering the region of Gerasenes
(v1), part of the Decapolis (v20), a predominantly Gentile area, as evidenced by the
presence of a “great herd of pigs” (v11), animals considered unclean by the Jews.

As in previous passages, the theme of uncleanness runs through this narrative. The
man was possessed by “unclean” spirits (v2) and was living “among the tombs " (v3),
unclean because of the corpses. The text gives the sense that Jesus' intention of
going to this Gentile region was to heal the demoniac as “when Jesus had stepped
out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an
unclean spirit” (v2). The man was possessed by not just one spirit but many, under
the name of “Legion " (v9). A Roman legion consisted of six thousand men, but the
explanation “for we are many ” (v 9) implies a general rather than specific usage. No
matter, Jesus cast out the demons, suffice to send “about two thousand ” (v13)
swine into a stampede.

It is perplexing that, Jesus who throughout the episode exhibits full control of the
situation would allow the demons to bargain for their fate. (v10). However, the
results reveal that He is fully in command as the demons got more than they
bargained for. Literally spooked, the entire swine herd “rushed down the steep
bank into the sea and were drowned ” (v 13b). The irony is that unclean spirits and
unclean animals are decimated and a human being is cleansed.

Jesus permitted the demons’ request (v 13a), as a visual demonstration to the
demoniac and to the crowd that all the demons had actually been exorcised from
the man. The loss of animal life served a greater good of revealing Jesus’ authority,
and provoking faith in the man. The herdsmen broadcast to the city and
countryside what Jesus had done (v14). But, instead of being appreciative of Jesus
delivering the demoniac, the herd community bemoaned their hurt economy due
to loss of porky income, and fearful of further losses, begged Jesus to leave (v 15-
17). Apparently, they valued the hogs more than the human.



The man is now described as “sitting there, clothed and in his right mind " (v15) in
contrast to being restless (v5), naked (Luke 8:27) and insane (v 3-4). Such
tremendous transformation wrought by the grace and power of Jesus! Come to
Christ, if you desire renewal in your life, and experience His transformative power.

Whereas the herd community begged “Jesus to depart from their region " (v17), the
demoniac begged Jesus to go with Him (v18). While it is understandable that the
healed man would wish to remain in Jesus’ company, Jesus instead commissioned
him as a missionary to his own people: “ Go home to your friends and tell them
how much the Lord has done for you.” (v19). The transformed man obeyed
immediately: “ he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much
Jesus had done for him, and everyone marvelled.” (v20). The Decapolis was a cluster
of ten Greek cities.

Are we intentional in bringing the Good News to the ‘Decapolis’ of diaspora clusters
in our region?

PRAYER:
Dear Jesus, we come to You to Live the Life of a delivered past. Grant us, Lord, Your
transforming Grace and Power. Amen.
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Tuesday, 13 July 2021
Title: Hold Each Other Up!

By: Cecilia Tan B2
1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing.”

“Encouragement” says prolific author Doug Fields, “is a constant yes in a world that
says no!” The central portion of the word “encourage” is the French “coeur” which
means “heart”!

Apostle Paul experienced countless trials throughout his life. God sustained him by
providing encouraging friends to walk alongside him. Among those who provided
practical support, strength and encouragement to Paul when he was enduring
hardship were Barnabas (Acts 9:26-27), Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25-30), Timothy
(Philippians 2:19-23) and Mark (2 Timothy 4:11).

Paul not only received encouragement from others but knew how to encourage
others as well. As he travelled on his missionary journeys through the
Mediterranean, he founded many Christian communities. He kept in touch with
them by personally visiting them, writing letters, giving them advice, instruction and
encouragement to stay strong in the faith. Even after he had been imprisoned in
Philippi, he met with fellow believers to encourage them (Acts 16:40).

PBC currently has a ministry to encourage seniors to know and love God better, so
that our golden years may indeed be our best years! This ministry is appropriately
named “Karis” ministry. “Karis” is derived from the Greek word “charis” which
means “grace”.

Under the able leadership of Sister Stella Hoo, this community of seniors encourage
one another to allow God's grace to increasingly work in our lives so that we can
more and more be like our Lord Jesus. And as our lives are transformed to reflect
Christ’'s image, we are then able to touch other lives and draw them into God’s
kingdom.

Why is there a need for encouragement? The Christian life is a pilgrimage.
Sometimes the road is difficult, especially for some of us who may be plagued by
fear, anxiety, worry, anger, sorrow, guilt, hopelessness and other negative
emotions. Many others could be struggling with health, financial and relationship
problems. In today’s pandemic world, many of us could be living lives of quiet
desperation, struggling with loneliness and isolation. Understandably so, as our



freedom of movement as well as our freedom to assemble together, have been
severely restricted with the enforcement of the different forms of MCO (Movement
Control Order) since 18 March 2020 and this enforcement is still ongoing!!

Our pilgrimage is not a bed of roses. It is critical that we are in a community of
believers. When a crisis occurs, we can draw strength and comfort from our fellow
believers. We can, in turn, be a source of support and encouragement to those
around us in their time of need.

We can use Scriptures, powerful lyrics of hymns, words (spoken or written) to bless,
affirm and build others up. Or we can perform acts of service such as sharing a
meal, giving a ride, running an errand or teaching and sharing knowledge. We can
pray and intercede for those with prayer needs. We can empathize with a

smile , a hug , @ thumbs up or a listening ear . (For now, best to
observe physical distancing, and do these virtually!)

Many are anxious, apprehensive and depressed in these pandemic times. May we
strive to bring comfort and encouragement to them. May it be our hearts’ desire to
HOLD EACH OTHER UP and bring joy to each other’s pilgrimage!

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, thank You for the love and support of encouragers who walk
alongside us in our life's journey, who remind us that there is hope in You, glorious
hope, no matter how painful the circumstances we are in. Help us, in turn, to be
intentional, regular and creative in bringing encouragement to others who need it.
We ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Wednesday, 14 July 2021

Title: Strength in Contentment

By Wong King Wai

Phil 4:11b - ......for | have learnt to be content whatever the circumstances”.

There is strength in contentment. | came to this realisation after reflecting on the
qguestion “What do | have to complain about?”. My answer: Nothing! I'm okay health-
wise, financially secure, no bad relationships, and work is going well.

| also noticed that most of my discontentment came because | was comparing
myself to others or some impossible standards the world has set. What helped me
break that mindset was realising that every standard in this world cannot come
close to God's standard. So why compare? It is of no use. So, | learnt to be thankful
and accept what | have with a grateful heart.

While we suffer for a while in this world, the finished work of Jesus on the cross is
the only certainty we have to stay the course. Right now, it is hard to be content.
The pandemic, the economic uncertainty and the political situation leave little to be
thankful for. However, we know that everything is in God’'s hands and with His
strength we can stand firm even amid challenging times.

Let us not lose hope. Something good will come out of all this and we need to be
patient. For those struggling and in need of help, or if you need someone to talk to,
reach out to your CG members, pastors, leaders and friends.

May you experience the grace of God mightily in your life and find deep
contentment as you wait out this pandemic.

PRAYER: My Father in Heaven. Help me to be content with what | have with a
grateful heart. Forgive me if | have sinned against You by not appreciating what |
already have. Give me the grace, faith and hope to hold on to Your promises and to
not allow myself to be filled with negative thoughts. Guide me and show me how |
can be of help to others too so that together, we can encourage each other as we
wait out the pandemic. Thank You for hearing my prayer. In Jesus name | pray,
AMEN.
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Thursday, 15th July 2021
Hope Beyond the Grave
Pr Mark Tan

Mark 6:14-29

With infection rates remaining high and death being experienced among all age
groups and health statuses, we might often wonder whether there is any hope for
this to end. The disciples of John the Baptist must have felt somewhat similar. They
have just witnessed their teacher and Messiah's herald, beheaded. Moreover, it was
Herod who beheaded John the Baptist at his step-daughter’s request after illicitly
dancing for him and his guests. What hope is there for John's disciples? How will
John himself be vindicated by what happened to him? It all just seems unfair.

As much as the passage is centred on a terrible account, it begins with a ray of
vindication through Jesus. For as if to haunt Herod, his hearing about Jesus and His
miracles and teachings, were as if John the Baptist had been raised from the dead!
This, of course, was John’s hope all along: “He must increase; | must decrease.”
(John 3:30) And Jesus did increase! From parables to miracles, Jesus proclaimed that
the Kingdom of God was at hand and He gave a foretaste of it by healing the sick,
cleansing the lepers, casting out demons and even raising people from the dead.
This made Jesus not only like John the Baptist, but more, like Elijah or one of the
prophets. Suffice to say, Jesus was up to something big, and Herod was afraid.

We all know the end of this story. Herod tried to kill Him, but death couldn't have
Him and the grave couldn’t hold Him. Jesus rose from the dead! The empty tomb is
the witness. This is where our hope lies: beyond the grave.

Going back to John the Baptist's death, as soon as they heard, John's disciples took
their teacher’s body and placed it in a tomb. Knowing what we know now, what
would we say to the disciples?

1. They will be okay: It is later in Acts that we know many of John's
disciples became part of the first church, and though they lost their
first master, Jesus shall be their “forever” Master and Saviour.

2. God is just: While Jesus's tomb is empty, and John the Baptist's body is
tucked safe in a tomb somewhere in the Middle East (although some
say his head and hands are going places), Herod was struck dead and
worms ate his body; he did not get to be buried in a tomb (Acts 12).
This is significant because symbolically, it means that Herod will never
be saved.



3. The tomb is temporary: There will come a day when the tombs and the

graves shall give up their dead, and they will be judged with the book
of deeds while saved by the Book of Life, and through Jesus Christ we
shall be in that Forever Place where He will wipe away every tear: there
will be no more sorrow or grief.

What does this mean to us? Well similarly:

1.

It's going to be okay: While life nowadays might seem more precarious
and fleeting than before, Jesus remains to be our Forever Saviour and
Lord. He who healed the sick so that others may draw to Him shall do
that again in this day and age so that many will come to faith in Him.
God is just: “‘"Vengeance is mine, | will repay.,” says the Lord.
Meanwhile we must not overcome evil with evil, but with good.”
(Romans 12). Therefore let's look for Jesus among the least of them:
the hungry, the thirsty, the homeless, the naked, the sick, and the
imprisoned (Matthew 25) in preparation for His coming again.

Death is temporary Billy Graham said it well: "Someday you will read or
hear that Billy Graham is dead. Don't you believe a word of it. | shall be
more alive than | am now. | will just have changed my address. | will
have gone into the presence of God.” This too is our hope, as it is for
anyone who faithfully depends on the merit of the work of Christ on
the cross and resurrection.

Prayer: O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of Your people who call upon You.
Grant that they may know and understand the things they ought to do, and also
that they may have grace and power to faithfully accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
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Friday, 16 July 2021

By Chow Ee-Tan &X—F1}

Title: The Spirit Intercedes For Us

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God.”

Romans 8:26-27

In our weakness and helplessness, we sometimes do not even know how we can
pray, and whether our prayers are acceptable to God. We may have undermined
what the Holy Spirit can do.

Paul encourages us that although in our weakness we may be ignorant of how to
pray in accordance to God’s will. God fully understands that. That's why He gives us
His Spirit to enable us, to intercede for us as He can do far more than we can
imagine.

The Spirit can help us pray about the decisions and circumstances in our lives which
we are at a loss. When we are wrestling with challenges in our lives, the Spirit helps
us to discern the will of God and gives us the grace and inspirations to pray for
divine wisdom.

And when the Spirit intercedes for us, we will pray in a way that is pleasing to God
and to magnify Christ in our lives.

What does it mean by the Spirit intercedes for us through wordless groans’? a few
verses earlier in vs 22-23, Paul says:Ihe whole creation groans and suffers the
pains of childbirth together until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly.” Groaning is part of the
weakness and futility and decay of our fallen world.

John Piper in his devotion says the groaning refers to both our groanings and also
the Spirit's groanings. The Spirit moves powerfully in our hearts to create groanings
- His groanings experienced as our groanings. This is based on a deep desire for
Christ to be magnified in our lives, and a weakness that leaves us unknowing as to
how this is going to happen. So we are not sure how we should pray but we know
we should pray in accordance to God's will.

But God the Father searches our hearts and He hears this groaning. He knows the
mind of the Spirit because the Spirit prays for us according to God's will. He hears



the Spirit's prayer in us - prayers that bring glory to Jesus. It is through God's grace
and power that we can come to Him in this way. The necessity of prayer is a
constant reminder of our dependence on God for everything.

The words of John Piper sums it up well: “When you feel very weak, because of
suffering or decay or sickness or futility or persecution or failed plans or baffling
decisions, don't despair, as if God is angry with you or at your inability to know what
to do or what to pray. At that very moment, experience the wordless groanings of
your heart as groanings for the glory of Christ. And trust the Spirit of God to
intercede for you about the specifics. Trust him, that because He is praying for you,
your Father will bring about decisions and circumstances that will magnify Christ in
the best way - in the very midst of your ignorance and groaning.”

Prayer: Father God, we marvel at Your great and unconditional love. You are an all

knowing and all powerful God who knows our every weakness. Thank you for Your
grace and mercy, and giving us Your Holy Spirit who helps to draw us closer to You.
In Jesus name, Amen.
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Saturday, 17 July 2021

Title: White Flag (Bendera Putih)

By: Chan Yew Thai

White Flag Campaign or Bendera Putih was started by the people of Malaysia for
people who are in desperate need for food and help. Out of compassion for the
needy, this campaign was born and was later supported by NGOs, corporates and
individuals. All they need to do is to raise a white flag in their premises, inform the
organisers via WhatsApp their name and location, and help will be provided with no
questions asked.

Similarly, Christians are taught by Jesus to do these acts of love when Jesus in
Matthew 22:39 (NKJV) said, “And the second is like it: "'You shall love your neighbour
as yourself.” Jesus explained the meaning of neighbour in the parable of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:36-37): “He who showed mercy on him.” And He continued by
saying, “Go and do likewise.”

In another passage, Paul told the Galatians to “Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfil the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2). Paul was telling the Galatians to share each
other’s load when one fell by showing concern and mutual support out of love as
the new principle revealed in Jesus Christ in John 15:12 - “This is My
commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.”

You may ask, “How do | love my neighbour and share one another’s burden?” As a
lone individual what can | do, especially in this MCO/EMCO environment where
movements are restricted?

Answer: Plenty and most of it do not require you to leave your house.

1. Pray for your neighbours, friends, family, extended family and even
those whom you do not know, who are sick, lost their main income
stream or feeling depressed and hopeless.

2. Make phone calls to those who are living alone and feeling trapped at
home. You can encourage them to do likewise by calling others. That
way, they will feel connected and will not be lonely or have the feeling
of being forgotten. Conversations need not be serious. It can be
something light or silly where you can have a good laugh. The objects
of the calls need not be to the lonely ones. It can be to anybody to
show that you care and remember them.



3. For those who are more tech savvy, you can WhatsApp or Zoom call a
group of people and have a virtual meet-up and enjoy some fun.
Alternatively, you can send an email.

4, Order food and send it to people whom you are aware in need and
give them a pleasant surprise.

5. For those who want to provide financial assistance, there are lots of
need out there requesting for donations, contributions to food banks,
etc. You can identify a project and ask some friends to assist.

6. The list is not exhaustive. Stretch your imagination.

Brothers and Sisters, there is much we can do to show our love for the community,
friends and families that glorify God. Let us not tarry, but start doing our small
share in our own quiet way. We may not be able to do much that is noticeable,
however little drops of water over time will make a mighty ocean. Do not be
discouraged. Arise and shine for Jesus.

Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, grant us the wisdom to know what to do that will glorify You. Help
us not to wallow in despair, but to only shine for You. Grant us divine
appointments, and lead us to those in need. In Your mighty name we pray. Amen!
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Sunday, 18 July 2021

Title: Discern the Time

By Elder Tan Seng Kee

Bible Verse: Luke 12:56 (b)

On 5 July 2021, | had my second dose of AZ vaccine. My eldest daughter got married
in early July 2021 in PBC. One sister reminded me that | had shared in a PBC
worship service years ago that when my eldest daughter was a baby, she had to be
driven around in a car at night to help her fall asleep. How time passes by so
quickly where my eldest daughter is concerned and as for me, what's next after |
am fully vaccinated and happily hold an orange digital vaccination certificate?
Jesus in Luke 12: 54-57 asks us to discern the time and Paul in Ephesians 5:14-17
tells us to redeem the time because the days are evil. As a Christian, how do |
discern the time as Jesus commands and what can | do to redeem the time as Paul
tells us to? For many of us in the Klang Valley and in tight movement control
lockdown areas, we would have discerned by now that we are confronting
unknown and fearful circumstances and events we have never faced before in our
life-time. In response to Paul's instruction, what then can | do to redeem the time
under such disconcerting global conditions?

The first thing | will do is to accept that my time on earth is limited by how long God
gives me life on earth. | will therefore put myself to fully know my God better. It
would be awkward for me if | were to spend eternity with God whom | hardly know
when | am on earth. | will prioritize my daily Quiet Time with God where | will
diligently read the Bible and trust God to speak to me as | read His Word. | will also
desire to be in a prayerful state where at ‘the drop of a coin’ | can pray and my
heart is confident that my God hears me and will reach out to help me.

Secondly, | will look at the current situation in my life to assess my strengths and to
plan what | can do to serve God better and to be a blessing to my family, my church
and my community. One person | know just sold many things that she had
accumulated over the years and donated the money to the community.

Thirdly, I will not put off what needs to be done. Procrastination is not always the
thief of time as the old adage goes, but it does steal the good results which
otherwise could be achieved if timely action is taken. So, if there are matters in the
family to be resolved, forgiveness to be sought or given and past or future actions
that need to be taken, | will without haste act on them.

The fourth thing | will do is to more anxiously and courageously share the Gospel
with everyone who has not accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior. | believe with all my
heart that Jesus is the only way to God and every other road is the way to
destruction.

Lastly, I will take more steps to obey Jesus’ command to ‘do unto others as you



would others do unto you." | will take the initiative to do good to others.

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, please help me to discern the time and like Paul,
redeem the time. Let each day You give to me be a day where | lift Jesus high by the
way | fully obey His commandments and love Him. In Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.



SAERE

Z2HH 2021718 H

FREL : HRBIIR AR IS

& HREERE

BIE | MR

REFY  BINEE 12:56 (F) BERSWAB - RINESWRIGSE  EELRA
EHPHXEE I 2

2021 F7RA5H, IERTEZFAZEE, EMARILTSEN 7 AUEIRERER
2(PBOZEIE - —UKIREER - S FRIBAEPBCHEFREIHEY - SRHALILLEZ
2L - Hflosig L E - BB TRERXARE - WHAKRZ LR - HEEAT
BEAR?WHMS - ERHEFIEEMNESR A /BEBNEFERIEBZE - #H
RKNZEREFL?

ERERFERENNEE 12 : 54-57 RERFEANVMHINE - REELIFEFAH 5 14-17 hEIFFEA]
BZERECH - ERNISHRAZNER - FEAREBRE - PRI ERERFRID M AVESIE) -
ol LURHHR T BERI R TE R D P RO BR A 2 15 Y6 RRIE ? X T3 1#EKlang ValleyF™ A& 1T
ERIESIXAFZ ARG - RIOWESERIRFI BN EBIRERIPAIARBRIAE SN I 1H
RIS - N RZRUIER - UL AARLZHNZIEIE T - HEEEFZIEITEIE ?

REMHNE-—HFUIEIRAMK EMNNBERE ERLREMNERIRE - EIE -
ZUBCBERDHIANREN LT - MIRBWESHRAEHRLFAMNRW EFHHEKIE - BBX
HRAZRED - WM ALZEBRE LFE—ENRENE - EPERSBNHRES
CFHELFIERFSHMEERN NG - FUEZAT —IPEMAPRS - £ EME
N BB R OILIAT - HROEERN LB IEIRNFET - ASBLEFHEF.

HR, BRFWNHBRINERRRT - LSRR ABA B oI URE T AREF ME S
FFE - HARERRA - HEMEXHRE - TINR—DANINIEERE 7 it 2 FR DR
REZARA - FRXEHBS 71X,

F= ETHEFTEMNSE - UG EMMR - HIEAFARZNENTGH - BT
LT THWRER 7 RITHRRTUESHNREER - bl - IRREBHLEZHERE



IR B ARESKALTHER  FEXINEEAARKNTH - HEIEANEIMRE
118,

HEMMEUHEREMEYF EHMSFARREZMBENENHENADZRESE - &
EOREEMHREEZERE LFOE—EE - HitPhERA2BERNNER,
&R, BEXMEZHMLERERETHRK FANDS'HGT, HXIDNRATE,

#HE  RENARR  1BEBHBERIE NI - BEFRE —F - KERBHNWE—REMA
HBEY BTN HDNEMN S S E TR —RK - WEHTIREENRNTE -
fayi ],



Monday 19th July 2021

“I'M NOT THE PERSON | WAS”

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Luke 19:9 Jesus said to him. “Today salvation has come to this house.”

A woman was contacting her high school classmates about their 35th reunion.
Many were excited about seeing their old friends. One man wrote back to the
woman, “l have the 5 Bs - baldness, bifocals, bridgework, bulges, and bunions.” A
woman quipped, “l wasn't half the woman then that | am today” (referring to her
weight).

But another woman said, “l can't wait to see everyone. I've changed completely. In
high school | was the class ‘tramp.’ | had no standards and everybody knew it. But a
few years after high school | received the Lord Jesus as my Savior. My life was
transformed. Because of Christ, I'm not the person | was, and | want my classmates
to know about it.”

Zaccheus was a cold-hearted, money-loving tax collector. But then he met Jesus,
and his life was transformed. This is evident from his willingness to make complete
restitution - “Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions to the poor,
and if | have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the
amount.” (Luke 19:8). No wonder our Lord said to him, “Today salvation has come
to this house.” Receiving Christ marked the beginning of a brand-new life for
Zaccheus.

The same thing happened to the Apostle Paul after his encounter with Christ on the
road to Damascus - from Persecutor of the Faith to Preacher of the Faith. No
wonder he said “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!”

Have you ever asked yourself whether there was a change in your life after you
became a Christian? The former class “tramp” had and wanted to tell everyone
about that, so had Zaccheus and the Apostle Paul. Hudson Taylor once said: “If your
father and mother, your sister and brother, if the very cat and dog in the house, are
not happier for your being Christian, it is a question whether you really are.”

For some the change may be immediate like Zaccheus and the Apostle Paul. For
others, it may be a slow but sure process, as someone had described
“sanctification” in layman terms - it is a process whereby we slowly sin less and less
and become more and more like Christ.



A Christian should slowly but surely grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord,
sinful attitudes should be replaced with godly traits. Selfishness should give way to
caring, greed to generosity and lust to purity.

A changed life is the greatest testimony that we can share to the world that we have
indeed met our Lord. So my dear brothers and sisters, the question we should ask
ourselves often is “Has Christ transformed our life?” Can we truly say, “I'm not the
person | was"?

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for coming into the world to die for us on that cruel
cross that we may have forgiveness of sin and eternal life. Help us to examine our
life often to see where we can change for the better to the glory of your name. In
your precious Name we all pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 20 July 2021

Title: Living The Abundant Life

By: Shaun Ling

Text: John 10:10

“The thief comes only to steal and destroy. | came that they may have life and have
it abundantly.” John 10: 10 (ESV)

| have often wondered what it really means to have an “abundant life” in Christ.
Preachers like Kenneth Copeland and Joel Osteen often used this as their signature
verse to the prosperity gospel, promising (and deceiving) many believers that you
are entitled to material gains because God loves His followers and wants them to
have good things. This, of course, is a perversion of the gospel. Read in context, the
abundant life suggested here has to do with knowing Jesus and being known by
Jesus, not material things.

So, what does the “abundant life” really looks like?

My parents have 2 sons and they decided early on that the elder must be a lawyer
and the younger must be a doctor. They reckon that if their sons are in these noble
professions, they will be set for life, at least materially. For me, after being a lawyer
for over 25 years and now in my 50s, | can’t say | am rich like some of my peers. The
hope of making lots of money is but a dream.

What about my spiritual life? | have been a Christian since 1986 and although | have
shared the gospel a number of times in my life, | don’t remember directly leading
more than 2 people to Christ. Not quite the glowing record.

To interpret John 10:10 with a picture of a stress-free life, filled with happiness and
prosperity, would be a shallow view. The profound truth in this verse promises
superior, elevated spiritual life and life empowered by the indwelling of Jesus Christ.
Because we have Christ in our lives, we live in riches. This is what Paul meant when
he said that he counted all things lost, that he might win Christ (Phil 3:8).

One of the greatest misconceptions is that a super spiritual life is different from the
ones we are currently living. They say that a super spiritual life only exists when we
read the Bible, pray to God, fellowship with believers, preaching the gospel and
doing charitable works. If that were the case, then we are wasting 95% of our time.

Our spiritual work is far more than ministry work and it includes the work of
marriage, parenting, working as a social worker, investor, accountant and even
doing your chores. Yes, you read right; washing clothes and mopping the floor of



your house is spiritual. So, my identity in Christ is not just as a lawyer but as a
father, son, husband, church leader, employer and many more. Truth is, God has
put us where we are to fulfil the responsibilities that He has given us. And we are to
fulfil these responsibilities to the best of our abilities. It may be going to court
submitting orally before the Judge or it may be the “mundane” task of keying in
data or even doing taxi runs for your family members.

So, we should embrace our daily life as part of this Christ-exalting-spirit-filled life.
We know as we live today, we are preparing for a day to come where our hope in
Christ will finally come to pass. What we do today matters to God as we are
energized by the knowledge of our future reality. | believe in so doing, we will then
embrace the true meaning of living the abundant life in Christ.

Prayer

Father, we acknowledge that we are eternally grateful for what You have done for
us by having our Lord Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. We know we can never
outgive You. Help us this day, to learn to live today knowing that we have a much,
much better tomorrow. Help us to be patient and to persevere this side of heaven
that we may look forward to experience eternity when we meet You. Amen.



HERE#H=

BARIR

21—, 202147/20H

PRl ;&L SRRV

5 - MEMINE

2NV [TRER S

"EWR, XIEEMYG - RE - BN RS  BEMF (EA) B%Em - AERSHE
FhE - "WEHEE10:10 (FIEX)

BEEEE TAEEHA "FRNER IERMTLER, SEH EEHE=(Kenneth
Copeland)f14/R-BrHr:T(Joel Osteen)&FE B AL E ML EAMNIBINSEZNITED - @
T2 ERFREGHRREEICAEYRNE - BALFEMNIREES - S2M1EEEY
FIZRFE - B2 - XEXEEMEMR - AL TXCRE - XEMEFENEDSINREBERFIE
HERIANRBR - MARYR.

Mo, "FRALGIIERMTLFRE?

BHURXBARDILF, wOREMRE TRE - NLF—EZHMAN—2E - m/NLF—%E
EMA—RBESE - tiES - MR/ L FNEXESEHNRW - INEERSER
[& - Z2VEYFRLEEXF - KRR - WIRINESLEB25F 2K, WHES08E 7 - A
RERHEHN—EERA—FES - RAKNBERZ—1MEE,

MEAIBREFIE ? TMI19B6FEFFIRFAN AN F BEEE - BRRBIRNERE - BHR
ILEHEAIHPIABEEE - F2RLEENICE,

U—@RAET - TAERNERNEEEERBRIHES10:10, B—MKiZzie -
XTEGRENEBNIF FBESORMEEE - UKESREENNEME FRYEWD
cAARMNNWEDEBEE - FIMUBR(VEEFEP - XMERESME - ELEFHE -
NBSEEE - (PFzLE$3:8)

RAMREZ —2UNBNNBREEMBEMNAEFATENEETZ AR - )i - R
SRANVAZER - @ LFHFE - SEFEHER EREaMUBE LN - 7588 MNNE
REE - MREBXFRVE - HAIMZEREZIA]T 95% HIRTE,



BMWERIEZALET -  CEFEER - F/ILBX ; fFA—R1LL - ®REE - 10 -

REERMKS - Z2W, BEREBHE  FERBRNARENMRZERW - ALl - REEEER

BNARZ—RBM  MEAR—URXE - )LF XX HZ9H - BEEFSE - FXE -

FIERNLZHERMNEEBTHE P RINNETENS - RNEREASNETXERE
* XOJgE B /ARE LOPABRROSLIFR - tLalfE@— I “Z K" M AZHRNES - &
ERUEEHR AN,

Hitt, FNINZMARZHNOESEZN ERIH  SEEE" W—82, HIHNE
- RMNSKEENE - RO2EARRW—KEEE - £5—X a@:ﬂ]%‘tﬁ SERIIE
KA - NS KFAMERIN EHREE, RARNBRRAKIBFIED - REESIR
MNXAMAIEE - HARABLEEEESEFREMNER 7,

&S

W, FEAATREHRARAIFIEN—T] - LMW TR RNENOFELE+FRE - &
MAMERANKZACTBELCRTEES - BEHRNZIEES N - ABRHMEBRINBEENSE
HRIERR - KRB BT EE LB FRMFA R - bR o] DURRSS W AR E AT R 3 oK 1B
> Fayf],



Wednesday, 21 July 2021

Title: Do you not see all these things?

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to
point out the temple buildings to Him. And He said to them, “Do you not see all
these things? Truly | say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which
will not be torn down.” (Matt 24:1-2)

The disciples and the Lord Jesus were going away from the great temple in
Jerusalem. The disciples pointed to Him the buildings of the temple. That is where
their eyes are, that is what they thought to be important, that is their idea of
impressiveness, importance, greatness, and grandeur. Very often we see the things
of the world as “impressive, grand, and important” according to this world's ideas
and standards. It is a constant battlefield for many, even as it is to some great
Christian leaders, and even evangelical leaders of our time. The same standard also
governed the mindset of these disciples at that time.

However, our Lord Jesus makes His pronouncement about that. The whole thing is
going to be completely disintegrated. All that which the disciples thought to be so
established then will not have one stone left upon another. All that which they
thought was so great and so permanent will not stay for long. How does that speak
to us?

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for showing us the truth from Your Word so that we know what is
everlasting and what is temporal. Please help us to be able to place our focus to
what you teach us instead of the values from the world. Please open our spiritual
eyes to see beyond the temporal things of the world into Your eternal world. Thank
you, Dear Heavenly Father. In Jesus's name | pray. Amen.
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Thursday 22 July 2021

Title: Take Up His Cross Daily (Luke 9:23d)

By Choong Yoon Tong

Jesus requires His would-be followers to take up His cross daily. Contextually, the
disciples would understand that the cross is an instrument of death. Rightly, it is an
instrument to exterminate the evil elements and criminals in the society, to provide
security and peace for the innocent. By the metaphor, Jesus desires His disciples to
daily eliminate their sin that cause havoc against their peaceful righteous living.

Temptation penetrates easily through any defective screen and destroys the soul
much like the prevailing virus against the body. Knowing that our own feeble will is
too weak to withstand the wiles of the devil, God graciously sends the Holy Spirit in
us to remind us to confide and confess to Him. We need to take up our personal
cross daily, while Christ took up the cross of atonement for us, once and for all.

The cross is also a symbol of injustice of the Roman court. Pressured by the crowd,
Pilate released the murderer but consented to crucify the innocent Christ (Luke
23:18-25). To be followers of Christ, the disciples know well they must be prepared
to face daily mockery, shame and to suffer injustice for the calling of God. We must
be ready to deny our pride and comfort to walk in His steps.

The cross also means excruciating death. Jesus purposefully sandwiches “taking up
the cross” between prophecy of His death and the paradoxical eternal value of life
and death. This is to forewarn that physical death is not unexpected for following
Him. Notwithstanding the threat, we are also required to present our bodies as a
daily living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, as our spiritual worship.

Prayer

Dear Lord, thank You for taking up the heavy cross for all us sinners. Help me to
take up my personal cross daily and be cleansed of all sin. Enable me to have the
will and courage to follow Your way and command diligently, and to embrace any
adverse condition with joy in the narrow path of Christian walk. Amen.
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Friday, 23 July 2021

Isolation and Loneliness

By: Sally Cheong

Luke 22:43 " And there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening Him.”

We are lonely even in a crowd.

We can feel lonely even if we are married. People think those who are married don't
experience loneliness. That is not true. The reason is because your spouse,
husband or wife, does not really understand you. And it is not fair to expect that
they should all the time because we don't even really understand ourselves at
times.

We are lonely even if we have a family. Ask any teen or child. Even when they are
much loved by their parents and grandparents, they still feel lonely. Much more for
those who have lost a parent or both, or their parents are divorced. Their deep
sense of loneliness makes them reach out to friends and anyone who would listen
to them.

We are lonely when we are old. Whether we are single or married, age does not
discriminate. Our children, if we have any, have their own lives to live. They have no
time for the aged. We were young once, remember?

We are lonely when we are suffering, whether from estranged relationships or just
being alone too long. We remember Jesus asking Peter, " couldn’t you watch with
me even an hour?” He was in agony and His soul was consumed with sorrow to the
point of death, yet when He needed His closest companions most, they were
sleeping. Is it not a common experience that when we desperately need someone
close to be with us, we can’'t reach them, or they are too busy?

lliness accentuates loneliness. We have to go through it alone. Who can really
understand the pain and discomfort that we feel when we are ill? Painkillers and
sleeping pills only give transient relief. There is no medication for the despair of the
soul when you are lying sick on your hospital bed or at home, even if there are
people around.

We are lonely when we are dying. An ancient tale once said of a man who pleaded
with the angel of death when his time has come, “l don’t want to go alone.” The
angel told him he can bring someone along if he can find someone willing to go
with him.



God has put eternity into the hearts of man that only He can fill. Nothing in the
world, nothing external can fill that hollow void or emptiness inside. Not family, not
friends, not work, not pleasure, not food, not things, not even death.

Man needs his God, not any god, but the one true Living God. Only Jehovah can
make us feel complete in Him.

But why do Christians still feel lonely sometimes if they have found their Saviour
and their God?

Ecclesiastes 3 tells us that there is a time for everything under heaven, a time to
laugh and a time to cry, a time to live and a time to die....and so there is a time to be
lonely.

What then is the difference between those who have Christ and those who have
not, since both experience loneliness?

The BIG difference is this - an angel from heaven will minister to us as an angel had
ministered to Jesus at the time of His agony in Gethsemane. We have to cry out to
God the way Christ did in His hour of deepest loneliness and sorrow. He was alone
without human companions but He was alone with God. And the Father sent Divine
help to strengthen Him and to lift Him up to face His cross. He will do the same for
us, whatever our cross may be.

Prayer:

Abba Father, how wonderful are the lives of those who live and move and have
their being in You. They are never lonely for long. You strengthen them from on
high and lift them up above the dark clouds on wings like an eagle.

Father, we pray for the weak in faith who are struggling emotionally, spiritually,
physically, and financially during these never seem to be ending lockdowns.
Strengthen them with Divine hope to carry on, hold them up with Your Right Hand,
and assure them as only You can because You are GOD, that You have blessings in
store for them. Even though they may be suffering now, You will restore to them
these years the locusts have eaten.

We ask in the precious Name of Jesus. Amen
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Saturday, 24th July 2021

Title: Parents raised us when we were young and we take care of them when they
are old

By Pastor Andrew Lim

Mother's day in May, Father's day in June and Parents’ day in July — these are all
seasons of thanksgiving. These celebrations let us remember we were protected by
our parents to grow healthily and happily till present. These celebratory days
remind us not to ignore the love and care of our parents, and reminded all of us
not to neglect the love to our parent, love must be timely!

Since | was old enough to be sensible, | have not told my dad and mom that | love
them, until 2006 when my dad passed away. From then on, I'd go back to my
hometown to visit my mom every month. Apart from providing her living expenses
and accompanying her, | started to tell my mom : | love you, and at the same time
before | leave, I'd pray, bless her and give her a loving hug; if my children followed
me back to home town, I'd ask my wife and children to hug her too.

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and
mother—which is the first commandment with a promise— so that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth. Fathers, do not exasperate
your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”
Paul gave a blueprint for Christian family: husbands love their wives, wives submit
to their husbands, and children obey their parents. It is the foundation for both
family harmony and social harmony.

The 5th commandment in the Ten Commandments stated: Do as your Lord God
had commanded: to honor your father and your mother, so that you may be
blessed and live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

As children, we should respect our parents. Therefore, we are blessed by our
parents and receive blessings from God.

Obeying parents is God's commandment, and it is also pleasing to God. The Bible
places great emphasis on doctrine of filial love and duty. The Bible says: “Honor
your parents so that your days will be long on the land the Lord your God is giving
you.” “Children, obey your parents in everything, because this is pleasing to the
Lord.” Not only must we obey our parents in the Lord, but the Bible also says: We
must honor our parents. Being Filial love encompasses respect, care, love, attend
to, serve, care, and support.

Children should know how to honor their parents, because when we have the
opportunity to become parents, we can understand the hard work and hardship of



our parents, and being a parent, we will be busy for our children till old. There is a
saying: “Raise a child to a hundred years, worries will last for ninety-nine years”.

It is justified and only right for children to be filial to their parents. It is not easy for
parents to raise us up. In the past, our parents brought us up when we were young,
now we take care of our parents when they are old. Everyone will get old one day.
We should show our filial affection to our parents and be considerate. But parents
should also be considerate of the struggles that their children face, because they
have aging parents and young children—the burden is heavy, and the pressure is
great. Hope that the elderly in the family can also be understanding.

We don't need to treat our parents with fancy meals every day. We just need to care
about them more often, to see them more, to talk about happy things with them, to
listen to them, and when our parents see that we are healthy, safe and respectful,
they will be satisfied. Parents rarely even have the opportunity to see us especially
in the midst of this raging pandemic, but advances in technology have allowed us to
use video call to talk face-to-face with our parents to help them to ease the pain of
missing us.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, | have never been a role model in honoring my parents,
because | need to treat them with all kinds of love and patience. In every stage of
their lives, please allow me to do my duty and use all wisdom to honor, respect,
care, love, to attend to, serve, take care of, and provide for them. Because our
parents raised us up when we were young, now we have to take care of them as
they grow old. | pray this with sincerity, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Sunday, 25 July 2021

Title: Happy

By: Abraham Verghese

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
(ESV), or

Happy are people who are hopeless, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. (CEB)
The Beatitudes provide us with the right mental and spiritual attitudes for healthy
and abundant living. The first of these profound statements is Matthew 5:3. The
word “blessed” is stated as “happy” in some versions. The word “happy” ( Greek:
makarios ) carries a far richer tone than we commonly attach to the word. It
suggests deep, abiding happiness, not just a temporary emotional lift.

Jesus knows that personal or individual happiness is one of life’'s most vital issues.
He starts the Sermon on the Mount with the word happy ( or blessed ). Don’t we all
rightly want to be happy? We have been wired longing for lasting happiness. Our
Creator has built into us a deep-rooted instinct of such a longing. All around us we
see the creation of God - the sunrise, the sunset, the beautiful flowers, from my
balcony the jungle on the hills with differing shades of greenery, to just mention a
few.

Although it is a God-given instinct to be happy, we should also realise it is only God
who can make us truly happy. In 1 Corinthians 15:19 it is stated “ If in Christ we
have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” Apart from Him
and His redemptive love as expressed through the cross and the resurrection love
as expressed through the cross and the resurrection we would indeed be “people
most to be pitied “.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that You have not only commanded us to be
happy but have provided us with the resources which make it gloriously possible.
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Monday, 26 July 2021

Title: Meagre Meal Multiplied to Feed a Multitude.
Ong Hwee Soo

Mark 7:31-8:10

In my Devotional (Mark 5:1-20), fortnight ago, we have seen the healed Gentile
demoniac, going back “to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for
him” (5:20a). Apparently, he did such an incredible job that not only “everyone
marvelled” (5:20b), but when Jesus returned to the Decapolis, the people being
already aware of His healing power now “brought to him a man who was deaf and
had a speech impediment” for Him to heal (7:31-32). Once again, Jesus immediately
obliged and healed that man (7:33-35).

Mark narrates the episode in such a way, that it gives the impression, Jesus
intentionally went out of His way, entered into this Gentile enclave a second time,
to heal the man. However, our focus today is not on individual Gentiles (as in my
previous four Devotionals) but on the Gentile multitude.

After healing the deaf man, Jesus remained in the region and continued ministering
to the Gentiles there (8:1a). Having been with Jesus three days, the crowd was
hungry but “had nothing to eat” (8:1b-2). According to Mark, it was here in the
Decapolis where Jesus miraculously fed the four thousand. Earlier, in Mark 6:30-44,
Jesus had fed five thousand Jews, and presently four thousand Gentiles.

Though both miracles were motivated by Jesus’ compassion (6:34; 8:2),
undoubtedly, in this case, Jesus desired to demonstrate having compassion to the
Gentiles, as an object lesson for His disciples.

In this anecdote, Jesus miraculously multiplied a meagre meal of ‘seven loaves’ (8:5)
and “a few small fish” (8:7) to feed a multitude of four thousand. The loaves in those
days were flat, round bread (like our local ‘roti canai’ and the fish were the small
anchovy-variety.

It is significant to note that Jesus “having given thanks, he broke them and gave
them to his disciples to set before the people” (8:6). It must have dramatically
dawned on Jesus’ disciples that He had no qualms about breaking bread with
Gentiles.

In my Devotional (Matthew 8:5-13), last month, we have seen that in commending
the Roman Centurion for his faith, Jesus declared that in heaven many Gentiles will
dine together with the Jewish Patriarchs at the Messianic feast (Matthew 8:11),



breaking into His disciples’ Jewish exclusiveness. Jesus’ encounters with the Gentiles
not only anticipate a future Gentile mission, but also prepared His disciples for
breaking bread with the Gentiles.

From my previous four Devotionals, we have seen Jesus going out of His way
traversing to Gentile territories thrice, each time healing a Gentile on their home
ground, pointing to us that we should be willing to leave our comfort zones and
cross racial barriers to compassionately reach out to people of different ethnicities.

How intentional are we in bringing the Good News to our neighbourhood migrant
communities, with word and deed? What ‘little loaves’ can we bring for Jesus to
multiply them to massive impact?

When Jesus had healed the deaf man, the people were “astonished beyond
measure” saying “He has done all things well” (7:37). When Jesus had providentially
fed the populace, “they ate and were satisfied ... they took up the broken pieces left
over ,seven baskets full ” (8:8), representing one basket for every loaf. Come to
Jesus, with your needs and the hunger of your heart, for He who does all things well
will satisfy you to overflowing.

PRAYER

Dear Jesus, we beseech You say “Ephphatha” (7:34) to us, that our ears “Be opened”
to hear Your voice, whereby in obedience we can Live the Life beyond measure.
Amen.
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Tuesday, 27 July 2021

Title: A living sacrifice

By: Dr. Hew Fen Lee

Rom 12:1 “l appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship.”

Sacrifices were offered to God in the temple under the Mosaic law to atone for sins
of individuals and even for the whole nation. When Jesus died on the cross, the
curtain in the temple was torn into 2 to expose the most sacred part of the temple
that represents the presence of God. This is NOT to allow us to see how the priests
offer sacrifices to God for our sins. It is so that each of us can approach God
personally as Jesus has become the ultimate sacrifice to enable us to come face to
face with the Holy God, our father in heaven. No more sacrifice of dead animals is
needed for our sins ever again.

Paul here appealed to us, having received God's mercy of our assured salvation, we
are to present our bodies as living sacrifice not that it is needed as an atonement
for our sins, which is superfluous, but as a worship. A worship that represents our
thankfulness and praise for God’s mercy. Jesus said we are to love God
unreservedly and to love our neighbours as ourselves (Luke 10:27). This was also
the occasion when Jesus told us the parable of the good Samaritan.

The pandemic has left many of us with heartaches and sufferings. The loss of loved
ones and the economic suffering that has not only affected us and those in our
neighbourhood but also in the whole of Malaysia and in fact the whole world.

Our faith in our God to love God unreservedly will serve as an anchor in the face of
storm, a solid foundation in a hurricane. The torn curtain in the temple reveals to
us the assured hope. A living sacrifice for our God should point others to the same
God that has abundant mercy and grace, and the assured hope only Christ can give.
Not only we are to point out the hope, we are to dispense hope in actively reaching
out to those around us, not only our brothers and sisters in the church (John 13:34-
35) but also like the Samaritan reaching out to a total stranger. We are asked to do
the same: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, nurse the wound and more - bringing
hope to those who cannot see a future.

The Covid Aid Initiative from PBC as well as many church members reaching out to
those who require help in the present crisis is one of the ways to fulfil the calling of
our Lord. This is a worship to our God.



Prayer:

Dear Father in heaven, make us thankful people for your grace. We thank you that
you are watching over us even when we are battered and thrown about by the
ravages of the Covid pandemic. The storm is severe and relentless but we will not
lose hope in your ability to calm this storm. Strengthen us oh God and make us
mindful of the needs around us so that we may be the salt and the light, a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to you. In Jesus's name we plead.
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Wednesday, 28 July 2021

Title: Focussing on what matters

By Wong King Wai

2 Corinthians 4:8 - We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not in despair.

| once sat in a fast ferry travelling across choppy and rough seas. Being a land
walker all my life, | was soon feeling nauseous. One trick, it seems, to stop yourself
from throwing up is to focus on the destination ahead. Sometimes, because of
rough and unstable circumstances, we may get distracted from what we should be
focussing on to help us from being discouraged and in despair.

In the fourth chapter of second Corinthians, Paul explains how Jesus resides in him
(and obviously, us), and because of this he/we is/are able to endure challenging
times. He later goes on to talk about how God’s power that raised Jesus is the same
power that will raise us to see both Jesus and God eventually. As a result he says in
v16, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day” and in v18, he says, “So we fix our eyes
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal.”

What | understand from these verses and the entire chapter is how we must keep
our focus on what matters. Right now the pandemic doesn’t seem to be abating.
Family members and close friends have been touched by the virus in one way or
another and we live in constant fear or uncertainty not knowing if life will ever
return to normal. Moreover, some struggle with mental health issues after being
cooped up at home for extended periods of time.

Like Paul, you and | may feel hard pressed and perplexed with the current situation.
But Paul reminds us that the One in us, the One who raised Jesus from the dead,
has got you in His hands and while we cannot control what is happening around us,
He is ultimately in control and you can rest in His grace and love knowing He will
see you through.

One way to cope that | find helpful, is to take a moment to sit quietly, and reflect on
how God has seen me through challenging times in my life. | recall those moments
when God revealed Himself to me in a real way. This activity helps me to take my
eyes off my problems and the current situation and to fix them on my future
destination.



You may have other practices that can help you, maybe through prayer, maybe
through service, maybe it is taking the Lord’s Supper to remind yourself of Jesus’
and God's sacrifice for you. Whatever you do, take time to turn your eyes away

from your problems and struggles, and fix them upon Jesus. Let Him be your
anchor for life.

PRAYER: My Father in Heaven. Thank You for Your grace and mercy and love in my
life. Guide me in Your ways and help me to focus on You in the challenging times |
am going through. Thank You for always being with me and helping me even when |
have been unfaithful. | praise You for who You are and thank You for being the
anchor in my life. In Jesus name | pray, AMEN.



WEREHE
BERR

EH=, 2021%7H28AH

8 ST RO

fEE : BENBER

B% © PRAESHIEN

(B 48]

BNMNESR - DFRELE - LR - DFEXE,
RWEUE—RIODER L - BERENANAE - B—EFHER LTE  REMHI
BT - ER  BLACKIHN— M RERESETASNE0 - BIE - BTELA
FRENFE - RORLMELEDRIVERSERNAE  HARITZDLOFRE LS

e

HEMZRHFNE - REER FNOURANNFKEEMEDEARATEENER), /3K
MEBRRERMNNZ - tERESR - EHEHREENET - SEHIMNZREFEN
HRERAN LB RUBE N2 — 400 - AL - MES 16T « "FrLA 1A - IME BRI -
NOH—RKFE—K - " 18T - M : “ [REBEMNAZPZPANA - Th2BUZFRA
B - BN R ZE TR - FR AR Z KR -

BMXLEZLHEEPEBEINE - ROV EIENEFEEENSE L - A - AR
TERBUFFRERS RANFZBRAARAEMRARR FE - HIEFETHRZEIE
BAHEZH FHEAFRERRELER. Ity FEARKNBREERERRE - &%
AR EO-,

BIREZ—  EAMHCIESNIRNBEREEENRK - REIAR - BRFRZIRERA] -
ERMNER - BBAUEMEMNTEEEEFR - SZIEBEEFL - BREEFPER - BRRNL
FIEHIRBRENSE  ENRAZIEN - MEMSHEEEEIER - BIUZEBEMR

REFEP,

BEM—DNNWE AR - ERINEZEImA MR - KRB EF2MAHENREZS Ems
SRMENZIRY - AR EH TR RHERE CRIBLENZ - XMTHHBEMREE M
FROEFIDR EREB R ARRINELR £,



BRI BEEMNTACUERNG - JeE2@BEME - IFERIES  IFRBTTER
KA EE B CHBERA] L5 R EFRERVMRSE - TSt 4 - EZEICHEIHEERR B Y M ERYIE)
AL P - BT ETERE ; it A LRV,

g BEXREMR, BEREREMPRRE  RME < SKRLARWAEEISF - 7+
BNBRERFMAENAFRENTZE LT - $ER—ESKEE  EBHE - EEREAL
BRIEHE - FBESEAR - BURMRA AR EM PRIHE - BEEPERRZTE - fIf ],



Thursday, 29 July 2021
Morning has broken... time to pray
By Dorothy Teoh

Mark 1: 35
“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”

Is morning the best time to pray? For many people, it is, and our Lord Himself set
the example. It feels right to start the day with God, and to commit the day that
stretches ahead to Him.

| came across the writing of someone named W.G. Barrett on a website, on the
subject of praying in the morning and would like to share some excerpts here from
the notes | jotted down.

Morning is the time for reflection, he said. It seems natural to think, and to be quiet,
in the early morning.

It is also the time for observation. “The curtain is drawn aside and we look upon the
lace of God's creation,” said Barrett. | thought he put it delightfully. If you live in a
landed property, go out to your garden early in the morning. The dew on spider
webs is like “the lace of God's creation”.

Morning is the time for purpose, said Barrett. We may begin again, every morning,
with fresh purposes. As the morning gives wings to the day, so prayer gives wings
to the morning, he said.

The old American Express credit card slogan “Don’t leave home without it” has new
relevance in the age of Covid. We would not dream of leaving our homes without a
face mask to protect ourselves from the virus. But how often do we leave our
homes or start our day without praying?

Often, | awaken and resolve that the first thing | will do is spend time with the Lord,
read His Word and pray. Then | think, “Oh, | have to check my Whatsapp first” or
send a message to someone before | forget. And because this daily devotion is sent
through a Whatsapp group on our handphones, | am all the more easily distracted.
And before | know it, an hour has flown by.

Has that happened to you before? If so, don't let the guilt or frustration stop you



from proceeding with your original plan. Many a time | have had to ask the Lord
humbly for forgiveness and for help to focus on Him and His Word after being
distracted. And God is gracious - we may get distracted and take detours but He is
always there, waiting, like the loving father in the parable of the prodigal son.

What if, for various reasons, you are unable to carve out a portion of uninterrupted
time in the morning, for example, mothers with young children or care-givers to
spouses or elderly parents? You could find a time during the day when your
charges have been fed and are resting or sleeping. Think of it as your “date with
God".

Morning may be the best time for many, but any time is good for us to pray. Again,
our Lord exemplified that. In Mark 6: 46, after performing the miracle of feeding the
five thousand, it was already late. Jesus made his disciples get into the boat to go on
ahead of Him to Bethsaida, while He dismissed the crowd and went up on a
mountainside to pray.

In Ephesians 6, Paul exhorts his readers to “put on the full armour of God so that
you can take your stand against the devil's schemes” (v11) and to “pray in the Spirit
on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests” (v18). Prayer is part of the
full armour of God, an essential part of both our arsenal as Christians and of our
“PPE", personal protective equipment.

Let us be like the psalmist who says in Psalm 5:3 : “In the morning, Lord, you hear
my voice; in the morning | lay my requests before you and wait expectantly.”

PRAYER

Abba Father, thank you for the gift of prayer that enables us to speak directly with
you. Thank you that it is a gift that we can give others by praying for them,
especially in these challenging times when we cannot meet them in person. Help us
to pray in the spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests and to
wait expectantly, as the psalmist did. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Friday 30 July 2021

Title: Grief and Sorrow

Writer: Richard YW Yeoh

Verse: Matthew 5:4 NIV

“Blessed are they who mourn for they will be comforted”

We live in a fallen world where suffering, sorrow and grief is part of life and death is
a certainty.

If we live long enough, we will, sooner or later, be confronted with the loss of a
loved one dear to us. Such loss brings great sorrow as death and the separation it
brings is permanent. There is no way to turn the clock back.

Fortunately, Christians are blessed to have a Saviour who knows what suffering,
sorrow and death is and we do not need to suffer alone.

Many biblical verses address this subject. Example:

... Comfort all who mourn'. - Isaiah 61:2

‘Mourn with those who mourn’. - Romans 12:15b

‘Visit widows and the fatherless in their distress’- James 1:27

Since grief and sorrow will inevitably touch our lives at one time or another, we
must learn to reach out to those that mourn and walk alongside them in their hour
of grief. God commands all Christians to comfort those who mourn and not leave
the task only to ministers, pastors and leaders.

Truly grief shared is grief halved. And reaching out is a basic act of compassion and
kindness.

Different people react very differently to loss and grief. In extreme cases, some may
become suicidal or fall into depression. Others may deny their grief and carry the
burden and guilt of the unresolved grief with them for many years and thereby
causing them to not live the life of joy and victory that God intended for them. Grief
support and therapy is crucial to help us resolve our grief experience in biblical
ways so we do not lose the joy of our salvation.

In difficult times like the present pandemic, many in our midst need help to deal
with loss and grief. Let us equip ourselves with the skills to counsel and support our
brothers and sisters in their grief journey and help turn their mourning in the night
to joy in the morning. As Christians, we must endeavour to be a beacon of lightin a
darkened world and walk alongside the hurting as Christ enables us.

Prayer:

Father God, we pray for the those who grieve and are in sorrow. Use us to channel
your great love and compassion to bring joy and healing to the hurting. Flood their
souls with hope and your saving Grace. We pray in Jesus' Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 31 July 2021
Title: First of All, Pray
By: Amanda Foo
1 Timothy 2:1-2

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead
a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.

In 1 Timothy, Paul offered practical and pastoral advice to young coworker,
Timothy, who was working in the church at Ephesus. As Paul began to tell Timothy
how to conduct oneself in the local church, he put prayer as the first priority. Note
that Paul did not just talk about the need for prayer in general. He talked about the
need for prayer as it relates to the salvation of the lost. (1 Timothy 2:3-4) God
desires for all to be saved.

In today's verse, Paul specifically mentioned prayers for those in positions of
authority and the government. At the time of Paul’s letter, Nero was the emperor in
power, one of Rome’s most infamous rulers, notorious for his cruelty and
debauchery. Yet, Paul did not call Christians to political revolution, but to prayer.

It is easy to be filled with despair and frustration, especially as we observe the
nation’s current affairs and the never-ending rise in Covid-19 cases. The pandemic
has gone on far longer than we have anticipated, and many lives and livelihoods
have been and have continued to be affected. But we don't have to stand on the
sidelines and wait for things to tide over. We can pray. Prayer is God's means for
removing tyrants and establishing peace. It is also a means God uses to bring things
to pass in this world.

In Luke 18, Jesus talked about the parable of the persistent widow to encourage the
disciples to “always pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1) If an unjust judge finally
grants the widow's request, how much more will God hear the prayers of his elect?
God is present and He is always at work (John 5:17) - whether we see it or not. His
good purposes will always prevail and He is our reliable source of hope.

James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is
working.” On one of his visits to Europe, Charles Spurgeon met an American pastor
who said, “I have long wished to see you, Mr. Spurgeon, and to put one or two
simple questions to you. In our country there are many opinions as to the secret of
your great influence. Would you be good enough to give me your own point of



view?” After a moment'’s pause, Spurgeon said, “My people pray for me.” (In lain,
Murray, The Forgotten Spurgeon [Banner of Truth], p. 44)

During this time of crisis, as we look for opportunities to serve others and providing
for the needy, let us also remember that prayer is of first importance. And certainly,
we can pray for justice. More importantly, we pray for political peace so that we can
live in observable godliness so that lost people will be saved.

Prayer:
A Prayer for Our Leaders (taken from Malaysia Gospel)

Almighty God, ruler of the nations of the earth. Give wisdom to our Yang di-Pertuan
Agung, to the Prime Minister and his cabinet, and to all who hold office in this land.
Grant that their decisions may be based on wise counsel, so that peace, welfare,
truth and justice may prevail among us. Grant that we may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and holiness, so that many Malaysians will come to a
knowledge of the truth about Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for us all.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Sunday, 1 August 2021

Title: Rich But Foolish

By Elder Bryan Lee ZH[&

Luke 12:20-21

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things
you have prepared, whose will they be?' So is the one who lays up treasure for
himself and is not rich toward God.”

If there is one precious lesson | can take away from this covid pandemic it is this:
Health is wealth. When the health system of any country is overwhelmed, when
there is no hospital bed to accommodate a seriously ill covid patient, money is no
use. | never imagined | would live to see this happening in my life time. Yet despite
the fact that money cannot solve our problems, countless people think and live and
make choices as if it can. This money centred worldview is an illusion. And to cling
on to this belief is fatal. In correcting this fatal perspective, Jesus said, “Watch out!
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions” (Luke 12:15)

And Jesus went on to tell the story of the rich fool.

“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall
| do, for | have nowhere to store my crops? And he said, ‘I will do this: | will tear
down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my
goods. And | will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” (Luke 12:16-19)

Like any hardworking person, the barn builder was very much blessed in his
business. There was no indication of dishonesty, injustice or corruption in the way
he did his business. He was a forward looking businessman and made very good
plans as his business grew leaps and bounds. He was looking forward to living the
good life. Is anything wrong with that? In a money centred worldview, that seems
perfectly fine. Then comes the big surprise: But God said to him, ‘Fool! This

night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?” (Luke 12:20)

This parable serves as a warning to all of us. Jesus applies the rich fool's experience
to that of others: “So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich
toward God” (Luke 12:21). To lay up treasures for ourselves and not be rich toward
God means clinging to our riches instead of honoring God by helping those who
are physically and spiritually needy.



And so two weeks ago we launched the covid initiatives to help those who are
physically and financially affected by this pandemic. We praise and thank God that
many of you gave generously and some even gave beyond your means. We thank
and praise God for blessing us with abundant resources. He has blessed us so that
we can bless others. Freely we receive, freely we give.

One thing is sure, we cannot outgive God. The greatest Giver proves His love for us
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. We love because He first loved
us. We give because He first gave to us.

August is also mission month of our church. Let us then use the resources that God
has blessed us to meet the physical and spiritual needs of the people for such a
time as this.

Prayer:

Mighty God, We have never seen such unprecedented devastation in so many
spheres of life. And yet in the midst of such a time as this You have entrusted so
much resources to our church. We have surplus when others outside our church
are going through tremendous suffering and hardships. We cannot sit idly in clear
conscience when we have the means to provide physical and spiritual relief to the
many out there who are suffering. Help us O God to trust and obey! In Jesus” Name.
Amen.
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Monday 2nd August 2021

DECLARE YOUR DEPENDENCE

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

John 5: 30 “By myself | can do nothing”

Early in his career as a youth leader, Paul Cedar was being interviewed for a job by
some pastors. The discussion was going well until one pastor raised his hand and
said, “Paul, I've just one problem here.” He looked at the now-worried candidate
and told him, “I believe you have enough talent to pull this off by yourself - and that
frightens me.”

Cedar, who did get the job, considers that pastor's comment the best counsel he
received. It made him realize that to be successful in serving God, he needed to rely
totally on God.

Whenever we begin to think that we can do it all by ourselves, whether living our
lives or even serving him in ministry, we need to remember the example of our
Lord. He never once acted on His own but looked constantly to the Father.
Speaking of His role as judge, Jesus said, “By myself | can do nothing; | judge only as
| hear, and my judgment is just, for | seek not to please myself but him who sent
me.”

Of course our Lord wants all of us to use all the spiritual gifts and talents He has
bestowed upon us to serve Him. But if we want to be effective, we must lean totally
on His Spirit for our strength, wisdom, and power. Remember His words in John
15:5 “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”

My life is a living testimony to that. Having to leave school at 16 in 1960 with only a
Form 3 education, | started work as an Office Boy for RM75 a month. Renting 2
rooms with no electricity for RM12 at 4 %> Mile Old Klang Road and cycled all the
way to PJ for work. To make ends meet, my younger sister and | took in clothes to
wash. | cycled to KL Baptist Church for Prayer Meeting on Wednesday nights,
Training Union on Saturdays, and Sunday School & Worship on Sundays, all this
while depending on God to provide, lead and guide with Prov 3: 5-6 close to our
hearts “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths
straight.” Never once did we dare declare our independence.

As we all look at who we are and what we have today, we can only praise and thank
God for His bountiful blessings upon our lives. Let us never be proud and forget, as
we look at all the things we have today, that it is the Lord who gave us the ability to



produce wealth (Deut 8: 17-18) which was not by our own power or strength. Let us
always remind ourselves that indeed by ourselves, we can do nothing.

We praise God that many of us, who once lived in the “desert and wilderness” but
now in the “promised land, flowing with milk and honey”, are now giving a little back
to the many who are in dire need because of the pandemic. But even in our giving
and in reaching out, let us continue to depend on the Lord for his guidance and
protection, for indeed by ourselves, we can do nothing. To reach and help as many
as we can, we once again need to depend on Him and Him alone.

PRAYER:

Dear Lord, we want to thank you for your bountiful blessings upon so many of our
lives. We want to thank you for your moving among your people to give in this time
of need. It is you and your doing ALONE that makes it possible. Protect your people
Lord from this dangerous virus as we reach out to help them in your name and in
your love. In the precious name of our Lord Jesus we pray AMEN.



HERE#H=

BARIR

25—, 202148A2H

trd . BRARIRAV T 5E

WAL REEHRD

I - BRENFEEK

NEPEES 5:30 _"KEBEEBCTREMEMHL"

HIEEFEIHREENRE - R2-AEPaul Cedan B2 —LHUITRIE - WEHITHE
RIRF - ER—MB0O02EFR  “RE - HRRE—NOA " #EE X AN O PRI
BE - iR “HAEEMRARBHT EFRESHEGS - XILRRBER -

FEEASLER F XM TE - AU EZMREISHFNES - XUEMEIRE - &
RIS E7F - e 2 a5 £,

BHRNABANRNRNIUEB AN - TIEETERE - A2SHH - RIIFELC
EBRNENEE - tMARKRBRETHE - MBAEIERR - 1ERBCIFAFHEN
AR EKEFECAERFT L, HEFEIRL - BEEEH - RNEAZAXE - BN
HASKECHWER - ARIBERRENER "

LR, RINNERZRNABARBCHAABARINNER BRGNS BERSE=# - B2 -
WMRHMNBAM - HIMMD A2 EFRMHNRG TR NE - ESMEED - CEMEN
FfEE 155/ ("B T, MRIJMABEIEFTA -

BREFRZFEEMNIL - 1960F, HE16SNABR TR _HEUNEHFER - DIBH

ISEEFIRTHAERERZNTIF  H4S5KEIHEABRUI2SEHETREIRBENEE
- REFETE—ER/ IR EM - N7 EWEARE - AMEKBRAREINOS - HER=
B LREESERREZSNGESR - AAEZES BHEEHFNEFE - £XEKRTE
8 BM]—E0#LHIHEN - TRM5|SF ; ALEICEKE3:5-6 “RE— MO EALE -

AolfgsEECEERR ; EIR—TIFRITROES & - #RZEFOAME - M ERAVEEEFIBIEE -

BINFRAE—REGRHINZREEC - AR,

BRMNFARMN2ELURBENSKAFABR - HATREASARG LR HINEENFE
@, BRNBFSKABEN—IIN - IERIIXKEATH - TAKIC - 2EL% FHINE



MERRED(REAIC8:17-18), MAREHKNBCRANENAEN - ILRNFZIEEBC -
F3LtE - FFEHC - BMNTAEHA T,

BESXLH  HIFSABELERE WIRME &, (BitzlE RS ZERN T 21",
WS ERFZEXDARTMBBPRIAELEIS - - BEIMEERNS FAELIEFR
I - LA RS EGEERSISHRF - RABRRFINEC - HAMESELERT - ATR
OIEEM M EZWA - RIBRFEGEH - AEHRR G5,

FE  RENE - BONEROFRNHANFZ AL P FERNTE - TIIEZRFIRTITER
FRD EXPMFBENNRL TR - EIRGARERNEZRATEE - EW - SR
AR XARWEBLEFEPMNN  BRFENFERIZIMNEHRBEENESE - TR
MEEBTREFTAZHTK - BT,



Tuesday, 3 August 2021

Title: Peace and Hope

By: Stephen Wong

Text: Romans 5:1-5

Many of my friends are filled with fear during the current pandemic which has been
on-going for the last 17 months. | am like them, quite concerned and personally
worried over the effects of the pandemic. | have been thinking of all possibilities to
protect my family from the potent dangers outside. Our phone conversations
invariably lead us to the topic of covid infections which have escalated in an
exponential way that worries all of us. While we continue to take precautions and
make attempts to strengthen our immunity from infection, God’'s Word is the one
reliable source of strength and spiritual immunity that we can take hold of, to
confront the tumultuous situation.

In our old previous nature, we were in rebellion towards God (Romans 3:23) and we
were thus enemies of God. In Romans 5 however, we are told that we have peace
with God today because the enmity between God and man has been resolved by
Jesus, who died a sacrificial death on the cross. He received the full wrath of God,
for the sins of mankind, at the cross. When you have peace with God, there is no
longer any reason not to approach the Almighty God and have fellowship with Him.
In Philippians 4:7 Paul again talks about the peace that surpasses all understanding
that will guard our hearts and minds when we bring all of our concerns to God. The
peace of God helps to dispel the fears and the gloom that confront us this season.
And not only are we assured of peace filling our hearts, God promises grace in
abundance for us to stand on.

Secondly, we are told to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. God's Word
provides us with a glimpse into the fact that we will one day depart from this world
to be with God. That is true hope expressed in a tangible way i.e., we will die and be
resurrected to be with Christ one day whom we shall see face-to-face. Indeed, | ask
God to make this hope my great joy too in facing the uncertainties of this time. As
God's people, the Holy Spirit is given to us as a seal and deposit to guarantee our
salvation (Eph. 1:3-14) and nothing can take this completed work of God away from
us. So, we draw comfort in Him that in life, disease or death, we have a glorious
future.

Finally, we are to persevere in these trying times. Perseverance is the outcome of
being patient with the suffering we are experiencing now. In my counselling
learnings, one of the approaches towards dealing with various challenges is not to
fight bodily or mental challenges head-on with anger, but to understand your pains



and feelings better by being “mindful.” It is hard to persevere when you are alone in
this world regardless of the techniques that we use. But with the presence of God
in our lives, we can persevere and be victorious in the face of trials. Paul tells us
that suffering produces perseverance, perseverance builds our character and
character gives hope for the future. And we persevere by talking to God concerning
our fears and needs, whatever they might be. And God will grant His help and relief
to our hearts and minds.

My brethren, are you suffering today? Are you despairing over the escalating plague
and social-economic turmoil in the country? Speak to God and the church. There is
peace, grace, hope and joy from God, awaiting to be experienced in your life. Do
not despair but trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not lean on your own
understanding to resolve difficult challenges in your life, but in all situations
acknowledge the Lord Jesus is Lord over your sufferings; and the pathway to health,
joy and glory shall be made clear to you.

Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus, our wonderful Saviour, we thank you for Your word of
encouragement to us that in the worst of circumstances, there is hope and
opportunity for all of us because we have placed our trust in You. We pray for Your
help and encouragement to enable us to persevere amidst much emotional,
financial and physical strain so that we will be victorious till the very end. We do
pray for an end to this pandemic as Your purposes are being fulfilled daily in our
community and the nation. Protect us from harm. Enable us to be strong and
healthy throughout this period of the pandemic. We pray Your will be done in
Malaysia. In the precious name of our Lord and Saviour, we pray. Amen.
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Wednesday, 04 August 2021
Title: For Him Are All Things
Author: Pastor Wallace Ong
“For from him and through him and for him are all things.” Romans 11:36

God’'s WORD proclaims Christ Jesus as the source of all blessing in Romans 11:36,
“For from him and through him and for him are all things.” This verse comprises
both the extravagant and the mundane, everyday gifts in our lives. Jesus told us in
Matt 28:18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” and in
James 1:17 “Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our
Father, who created all the lights in the heavens” and it is because of His love for us.

| remembered once when | was treated by a physical therapist due to my shoulder
pain. The therapist stretched and bent my arm in an uncomfortable position which
caused a natural response to tense up the arm due to the pain and fear. My
therapist gently told me: “It is okay, relax your arm so that you will experience less
pain when | move your arm.” | think | heard that at least 10-15 times during the
therapy session. And true enough when | took a deep breath to relax my arm and
trusted the therapist to do her job, | found that | experienced less pain and was less
anxious.

Today many of us suffer from difficulty due to the pandemic. We display more
expressions of fear rather than have inner freedom in Christ. Many things in our
everyday lives can cause us to be uptight and tense, but we should grow in our
trust in Christ by reminding ourselves that “for him are all things” and learn to relax
in God's goodness and faithfulness instead of worrying. As we draw on God's
strength we will learn to live in a world with freedom and peace, and we can hear
from our Lord saying to us, “It is okay, you can relax.” Therefore, let us keep our
eyes directed at the One who says, “Do not be afraid,” so that we may slowly let go
of our fear and place our trust in HIM.

To increase our trust with God and find our rest in Him, we need to always remind
ourselves of God's blessings in our life. We can learn to cultivate a heart that
acknowledges all the goodness of God we experience each day, especially the ones
we often take for granted. For example, fresh air in the morning, breakfast with
family, the beautiful sunrise outside our window and the aroma of freshly brewed
coffee. When we daily cultivate such heart in appreciation and thanksgiving to
acknowledge God's love for us and all things come from Him, we will find freedom
and strength in Him.



What are the “all things” that God has already given to you? Opening our eyes to
those blessings will help us to develop a joyful heart to overcome the hard situation
around us.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your powerful and wonderful WORD that
always gives us strength in time of need. Help us, O Lord, to understand the peace
that you give to us that is beyond our thoughts and feelings. Help us, O Lord, to
really trust that peace is there for us to claim even in the midst of our moments of
despair. In the precious name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.
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Thursday, 5 August 2021

Listen to Him

Ps Mark Tan

Luke 9:28-36

A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom | have chosen; listen to
him.” - Luke 9:35

This weekend marks the memory of the Transfiguration of Jesus. The Scripture
describes it very well:

27“Truly | tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see
the kingdom of God.”

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and
went up onto a mountain to pray. 2°As he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 3°Two men, Moses
and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. 3' They spoke about
his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and
his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his
glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter
said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid
as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son,
whom | have chosen; listen to him.” 3¢ When the voice had spoken, they found that
Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at
that time what they had seen.

For today's devotion, | want to focus on Peter’s response and God's exhortation.
Having seen God's glory in Jesus and the presence of Moses and Elijah, Peter’s
response is one of ignorance to the situation as well as to Jesus’ destiny on the
cross. For rather than waiting to be told what to do, he suggested to put up three
shelters, one each for Jesus and the others. This shows Peter’s ignorance because
1) Jesus only just told the disciples of his fate on the cross yet Peter wanted to
prolong their presence by building shelters for them,

2) three, presumably equal, dwelling places assumes that Peter viewed Jesus to be
on par with Moses and Elijah when actually He's above them all, and

3) rather than waiting for Jesus to speak as He would normally do, Peter jumped to
his own idea.

Thankfully, God in His mercy exhorted Peter saying "This is my beloved Son, whom |
have chosen; listen to Him.” God's exhortation to Peter corrected every wrong
perception conceived by him:



1) Peter should listen to Jesus more carefully and remember His words and
promises.

2) Jesus is God's Son, the Chosen One. Moses and Elijah are nowhere near equal.

3) Don't listen to your own wisdom, rather listen to Him.

Oftentimes, especially when in a crisis situation like now, | find myself doing as
Peter did: | forget what Jesus encourages and commands, | tend to equate my
wisdom with God’s wisdom, and in turn, | end up making my own decisions rather
than just listen to Him Who holds my world in the palm of His hand and Who makes
all things work together for His and our good. Thanks be to God that in the
Transfiguration of Jesus, | am reminded:

1) I must remember Jesus's words and salvation work more carefully and
attentively.

2) | should value Jesus’ words above any other wisdom, especially my own.
3) I should listen to Jesus and heed His voice. | should expect it. In fact, | look
forward to it.

PRAYER

O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved
Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant that
we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, may by faith behold the
King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Friday, 6 August 2021

Title: A Parable for the "Me” generation.

By: Ps Cheng Cheung

Luke 18:13‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’

Do such ideas sound familiar: “Loving yourself is the greatest love of all”; “| need to
feel good about myself”; “I have to buy that product because | am worth it”; “I owe it
to myself to reward myself in this way.” ?

This is common speech of the “me” generation.

Sadly, some popular preachers join this trend by saying “Your problem is not sin or
your relationship with God, but your failure to take your place as God's sons and
daughters on planet earth. This is your entitlement and God's blessing! Claim your
rights.”

What we believe and feel about ourselves is obviously important. But God’s way of
giving significance to our “selves” is completely different from the world’s. Only
when God is truly seen for who He is, can we see ourselves for who we are.
Meaning comes only when life is theocentric, not egocentric.

Are we able to see ourselves for who we are?

The parable of the pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18: 9-14) starts with this
interesting preface: Verse 9 Jesus also told this parable to some who were confident
that they were righteous and looked down on everyone else.

From the context, it would seem that Jesus knew that there were those in his
audience who could not see themselves for who they were - the foundation of their
self-confidence was themselves, not God. Such self-confidence is a dangerous
delusion. Pharisaism, and its modern day cousins - religiosity, new age dogma and
humanism - cannot remove our guilt before God and therefore give us peace with
Him.

What were the pharisee’s blind spots?

He had an inflated sense of self. He was proud and self-centered. He was blind to
his real position before a holy God. He also had contempt for others not like him.

He had a deflated sense of God. It showed because his prayer lacked praise,
petition or confession. One did not get the sense he was aware of God's presence.

He had a distorted sense of values. His focus was on his works, not on his
character.



Even in God's presence, he could not examine beneath the surface of his own life,
to see who he really was. Are we able to go beneath the surface to see ourselves
with all our shortcomings as God sees us?

The reputation of tax collectors was the total opposite of pharisees. They were
thought to be traitors to their own people, corrupt personally and unclean
religiously and therefore shunned by the respectable.

What was his posture as he approached God?

He stood at a distance, on the fringes because he felt totally unworthy before God.
He would not even look up to heaven, the body language of guilt, but beat his
breast, saying ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” He demonstrated humility,
brokenness and repentance.

By this, he showed he knew that in God’s presence, there cannot be pretence. He
offered no excuses, for this would be futile. He sought atoning mercy from God and
received that.

Jesus concluded the parable with "I tell you that this man went down to his home
justified rather than the Pharisee.”_ Due to the tax collector’s sincerity and God's
grace, He had not only forgiven the tax collector, but had declared him righteous
and placed him in a_right relationship with Him._

My Prayer today

Heavenly Father, | thank you that You look at the attitude of my heart whenever |
come into Your presence.

Make my motives pure and keep my hands clean that | might be fit for Your use. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 7 August 2021

Title: Genuine Love

By: Wong Yoke Ming

1 Corinthians 13:7

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”

The word ‘love’ has been translated from the Greek word, Agape, which has often
been used to romanticize “love” in novels, stories and, yes, even in a platform for

imaginative lustful desires. But ‘love’ is the depiction of, not a relationship but, the
basis for a one.

Paul's words present a challenge to me in the very things that | do - are these acts
done out of the charity in my heart as the Holy Spirit leads, or are they motivated
by a desire for my own glory? This very same Apostle Paul wrote to the church in
Galatia that verse, which | am so familiar with: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23) Notice that it is the fruit of the
Spirit, and as such there is only one manifestation.

The Christian author, Ray Stedman, wrote:

“Joy is love enjoying itself. Peace is love at rest. Patience is love willing to wait.
Kindness is love's reaction to other people. Goodness is love making righteous
decisions. Faithfulness is love keeping its word. Gentleness is love empathizing with
others. Self-control is love resisting temptation.”

So, love is not, as | may have thought, a natural human tendency to do good; it is
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit into my life that prompts me to live according to
the Word. After all, the Apostle John reminded me that God is Love (1 John 4:8); and
without Him, so Paul also reminded me, | am just a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal
with no coordinated harmony.

But now, | see the words of an Apostle who had spent three years with Jesus Christ,
and the words of another Apostle, who never met Jesus but encountered His Spirit
on the Damascus Road, come together in harmony. This, then, becomes to me the
harmony of the Scripture, an inerrancy of the Scriptural message given through
different human authors over the vast periods of time, not forgetting that prophecy
began many millennia ago and authored by men who were carried along by the
Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21)

This testimony alone, the harmony of three Apostles who together wrote twenty
(twenty-one if we consider Peter as the source of the Gospel according to Mark) of
the twenty-seven books in the New Testament.



In the so-called main line evangelical churches, the work of the Holy Spirit is seldom
emphasized and yet Apostle John recorded in John 16 (verses 13-15) that “When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare
it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is
mine and declare it to you.” The harmony of the Scripture and the ‘oneness’ of the
Father, Son and Spirit. Maranatha!

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, You remind me that without love, | am but a noisy gong and a clanging
cymbal. For God is love, and You are God, and the Spirit takes what is Yours and
declares it to me. Amen.
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Sunday, 8 August 2021

Title: How not to be anxious?

By Elder Yu Chin Shie

Philippians 4:6-7

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” ESV

The apostle Paul, the author of the book of Philippians, has every good reason to be
anxious. At the time he wrote the book, he was under house arrest in Rome,
awaiting for his trial with a high possibility of it ending in execution. His beloved
friends in Philippi were at odds with one another (Phil 4:1-3) and there were
preachers in Rome jealous of him and trying to get him into trouble (Phil 1:15).

Despite his circumstances, Paul's dominant theme in the letter of Philippians is
“Joy”. The key verse of the book is “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again:
Rejoice!” (4:4)

Paul evidently has found the secret of overcoming anxiety. Let's learn from him
(through inspiration of God) so that we know how not to be anxious.

The first thing we are told is “Not to be anxious!”. Notice it is a command of the Lord
that we should not be anxious. It is not easy as most of us will admit. However, if
we are told to do so, we can be assured God will enable us to overcome anxiety by
His Holy Spirit.

The antidote of anxiety is PRAYER. Paul's admonition is not to worry about
ANYTHING but pray about EVERYTHING. We are inclined to pray about the “big
things” that bothers us, like financial worries, job security, relationship and health
issues. Here we are told to pray about everything. There is nothing too “small” that
God our Heavenly Father is not interested to hear from us and willing to help us.
What is of concern to us is of concern to God. In fact, He knows what you need
before you ask Him. (Matthew 6:8)

We are told to bring our concerns and anxieties to God through prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving.

Prayer is talking to God. Generally, when we approach God in prayer, we start with
worship, adoration and thanksgiving. Whenever we find ourselves filled with
anxiety, our first action should be to spend time with God in prayerful worship and
adoration. As we meditate on God's greatness and majesty, we are reminded that



whatever problems or anxieties we have, God is big enough to deal with it. We also
thank God for what He has done for us in the past.

Having spent time with God in worship and thanksgiving, we are ready to move on
to supplication where we begin to make known our requests to God.

We must take note that God may not necessarily remove the problems that cause
our anxiety. However, He promises a peace which surpasses all understanding. This
peace is beyond our ability to understand or to explain. Therefore, it must be
experienced. Jesus said in John 14:27 “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. |
do not give you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.”

However, there is a condition to receiving this peace that surpasses all
understanding. We must be IN CHRIST JESUS. For those who are anxious and fearful
under current Covid pandemic situation and have been affected in one way or
another, | like to appeal to you to put your trust in Jesus to experience His peace
that will sustain you and see you through this difficult time.

Prayer -

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for reminding us not to be anxious. Instead, to bring before you our
anxieties in prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. Even though you may
choose not to solve the problem immediately, we thank you for your promise to
give us the peace of God that surpasses all understanding.

In Jesus name,

Amen
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Monday 9 August 2021

Title: Foreign Contact Tracing.
Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 2:1-15

In my previous five Devotionals, we have seen Jesus’' encounters with Gentiles, and
that His first such recorded engagement was with a Roman Centurion who
appealed to Jesus to heal his servant (Matthew 8:5-12). However, it is surprising to
note that Jesus’ very first contact with Gentiles was when He was visited by “wise
men from the east” when He was a child ( 2:1), It is significant indeed that the
Matthew Gospel, written for a Jewish audience is the only Gospel which narrates
the visit of the pagan Persian Magi, who travelled hundreds of miles to worship the
new born “king of the Jews"(2:2), presenting Him with symbolic gifts (2:11). With this
visitation, Matthew foreshadows his theme of the Gentile's positive response to
Jesus’ ministry. The text today also recounts another initial Gentile contact when
Jesus was a child refugee in Egypt that would presage Jesus’ ministry.

When the wisemen did not return to Jerusalem as instructed by King Herod to
report to him the whereabouts of the “king of the Jews (v3-5; 12), the then king of
Judea perceived a threat to his throne, was furious and decreed the mass murder
of all baby boys below age of two in Bethlehem where Christ was born. But, before
the edict was enforced, the child’s father, Joseph being warned in a dream of the
imminent threat to his infant’s life was instructed to take Jesus and His mother to
Egypt. They remained in Egypt as refugees until Herod died.

Here again, this contact tracing of Jesus’ early years in Egypt as a refugee, recorded
only in the Matthew Gospel, would be the harbinger of the New Testament (NT)
diaspora ministry (as indicated in Acts 8:1; James 1:1; | Peter 1:1)

With that backdrop, you would recall that we have seen from my previous
Devotional (24 May), Jesus traversing geographical territories, driving through racial
and gender divides, contravening social conventions, demolishing religious
demarcations, entering emotional walls and breaking psychological barriers to
reach out to a Samaritan woman, a social outcast. In the ensuing four Devotionals,
we have also seen, Jesus intentionally entering Gentile enclaves to heal, minister as
well as feed a hungry Gentile multitude in their home ground.

These Gentile ministry rendezvous of Jesus were eventual to His initial ministry
priority to the Jews which was aimed at directing the Israelites to bring the Gospel



of salvation to the Gentiles. Christ demonstrated to His disciples that men are no
longer to be divided by race, gender, social status etc.

The Book of Acts is vital and pivotal in the NT as it is a sequel to and outcome of the
Gospels. We see Acts 8:1 as the fulfilment of Acts 1:8. The disciples “were all
scattered throughout the region of Judea and Samaria” due to “a great persecution
against the church in Jerusalem” (8:1). This sparked off a diaspora mission that we
see in the NT, in which the Apostles and other disciples brought the Gospel to the
ends of the then known world.

Church history is replete with many examples of diaspora missions. However,
present day phenomena of globalization and mass migration have brought the
nations to our shores. This too presents vast opportunities for diaspora missions.

In the face of the myriads of migrant needs, how are we doing in bringing the Good
News to the various diaspora enclaves around us?

PRAYER:

Lord Jesus, empower us, we pray, to Live the Life of Missions, including to Diaspora
Communities around us. Amen.
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Tuesday, 10 August 2021

Heaven, Our Eternal Home

By: Cecilia Tan BR1& %

John 14:1-3

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare
a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will
take you to myself, that where | am you may be also.”

Once more, death has invaded the PBC Karis (Seniors) family circle. On 25 July 2021,
our beloved sister Helen Chong was suddenly called home to be with the Lord after
a fall in her home. Her death shocked many as Helen appeared fit and healthy all
this while, without any sign of serious illness.

Helen had a special loving and caring touch. During pre-Covid days, she
participated in our weekly Ladies Bible Study with great zest and enthusiasm. She
would bring a big pot of “tong sui” for all of us to enjoy after the study. She even
brought the bowls and spoons to dish out the “tong sui”! She loved gardening and
often gave me fresh basil from her garden. She did not just cut the stems with the
leaves but would go the extra mile of wrapping the stems with wet tissue so that
the leaves would stay fresh for hours and not wilt away!

In the last 2 years, we have bade farewell to quite a number of our Karis brothers
and sisters. They did not succumb to the Covid virus but died of various other
afflictions.

It is only normal that we experience sorrow and grief when death removes a loved

one from our midst. We feel a deep sense of loss. We are robbed of their presence,
of their affections and of joyful interactions with them. “Good-bye” is a sad word in

every language!

However we can draw comfort from the fact that our loved ones have gone ahead
of us, to be with our Lord Jesus. In John 14:1-3, Jesus Himself announced to His
disciples (and to us) that He was going away to prepare a “place” for us in His
“Father’s house”, so that where He is, we would also be!

We can only be transported to that place via the vehicle of death. That magnificent
place called “Heaven” is an eternal home we were created to inhabit. Revelation
21:3-4 describes it as a place where death, pain and sorrow no longer prevail,
where peace and praise replace struggle and strife, where we meet God face-to-
face and experience His glorious presence forever.



Heaven will be a place of perfect health like we have never known before! - no
more Covid (whatever the variants!), no more joint pains, migraines, backaches,
vertigo, muscle cramps, cancer, diabetes, heart problems, other diseases or
allergies of any kind whatsoever! We will no longer suffer the infirmities of old age.
We will forever be full of life and vigorous, walking with the step of an athlete!

God has indeed prepared for us a place that surpasses our imagination! - a place of
relief from suffering, a place to rest from our earthly toils and labours, a place
where we will be rewarded for our faithfulness in following Christ while on earth, a
place to call home where perfect holiness, perfect health, unending joy and
fellowship with God and all His saints will be experienced by all His children!

May we gain strength and hope from God's promises to cope with this troubled
earthly existence, and rest in the fact that God's best is yet to come! May we dispel
unrestrained grief and prolonged sorrow over the deaths of our loved ones. For
death has merely served to transport them to the best place ever - the bosom of
the Lord! And one day, we will all meet again in that indescribably beautiful place
called HEAVEN, OUR ETERNAL HOME!

With John Donne, the famous 17th century English preacher and poet, let us rebuke
death as only a Christian can:

“Death, be not proud...

One short sleep past, we wake eternally,

And death shall be no more:

Death, thou shalt die.”

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, we miss our loved ones terribly. But we take comfort that we
will one day see them again. For our Lord Jesus has promised, “Because | live, you
also will live” (John 14:19). We are grateful for the blessed hope that at the end of
our earthly journey, Jesus Himself will lead each of us to our heavenly home that He
has prepared for us. We thank You in His name! Amen.
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Wednesday, 11 Aug 2021

Title: Encouraging others

By Wong King Wai

Colossians 4:6 - Let your conversations be always full of grace, seasoned with salt,
so that you may know how to answer everyone.

Recently, | did a stand-up comedy course and for those who think it is easy - it isn't!
The preparation and repetition until you remember your jokes takes weeks to
perfect and even then you don't know if you will actually make it through the live
performance. | wonder how much effort we put into preparing how we speak or say
things to others?

In today's verse, we are encouraged by Paul to have meaningful conversations with
others. Conversations that are “seasoned with salt”, that have flavour and texture
that engage and touch the heart. It means authentic and real speech. It also means
to have a genuine interest in the other person. Listening is an important ingredient
in a conversation.

Consider practising active listening. Be present and fully focussed on the other
person and what they are saying, especially what they are not saying. That way your
response will be genuine and real to the other person.

In today’'s world when communication is limited to the flat screen of our phones or
computers, having meaningful things to say and share is vital to keep people’s
hopes up and stay optimistic in challenging times. Let’s take this time and
opportunity to reach out and encourage others.

Here are some practical tips you can do: i) Ask a church leader or pastor if there are
people who would like someone to call them and speak with them. ii) Pray and seek
God’s direction for who you should reach out to. iii) Ask people you know if there is

anything you can pray for them about.

May your “seasoned” conversation be the balm and tonic that lifts the spirit and
helps those struggling during this time.

PRAYER: My Father in Heaven. Thank You for loving me and giving me the grace to
speak with You directly. Thank You for life and the gifts You have given me. Use me
to be a conduit of Your grace and lead me to those who are in need of an
encouraging word. | thank You for Your guidance and help. In Jesus name | pray.
AMEN.
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Thursday, 12 August 2021

Title: Evil Men in a Crisis

By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

“Don't let a crisis go to waste”. Whilst it is unclear to whom this quote is attributed
to, it is commonly used to describe people who capitalise on dire circumstances to
advance their selfish personal agenda. Our pandemic has been no different. It has
become increasingly apparent there are individuals who have taken advantage of
the situation to consolidate their wealth and power at the expense of others.
Ephesians 5:12 says, “it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in
secret.”

The bible indeed has a lot to say about people who take advantage of others, not
least Jesus. In Mark 10:42, Jesus tells us the pattern of the world is for “rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them”. In contrast he tells the disciples in the next verse, “Not
so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant”.

What is our response as Christians to the gross injustice we see being perpetrated
around us?

1. 1 think we need to understand that these evil deeds will be coming to
an end one day. They will be exposed, every detail, every twist and
turn, there will just be no place to hide from the coming judgement.
Meditating on scripture such as Ephesians 5 and Revelations 20, will
help us gain perspective.

2. We must not become part of the rot. Some of us during this time, will
be presented with the opportunity to take “short cuts”. Ephesians 5:7
tells us “do not be partners with them (these evil men).”

3. Let us support those whose are exposing evil, protecting the weak and
feeding the hungry. Ephesians 5:11, “Have nothing to do with the
fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them”. They need our
assistance, prayers and finances to continue doing good. Please do
help them.

Prayer:

Lord, through the crisis, evil is being exposed. We have a choice to join the good or
the bad side. We choose to partner with those who are doing Your will, those who
stand on the side of righteousness and truth. Please uphold them, please send your
angels to watch over them, please give them strength and boldness. Watch over
their families Lord.
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Friday, 13 Aug 2021

Hypocrisy

By: Prathab V

Romans 12: 9

" Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. “_

No one likes hypocrites. But we all have certainly met them. Hypocrisy needs no
explanation. Neither is it necessary to demonstrate and teach what hypocritical
behaviour is all about.

According to Focus on the Family, one of the biggest obstacles for an individual to
accept Jesus as Saviour is the problem of hypocrisy among Christians. Don Thorsen
in his book What's True about Christianity: An Introduction to Christian Faith and
Practice has this to say:

“Regrettably, some of the worst hypocrites exist in churches. They claim to love
their neighbour as themselves, and yet they are among the first to say disrespectful
or hateful things about others due to their race, ethnicity, sex, class, education,
politics or religious affiliation.” This is unfortunate indeed.

Jesus used some of the most biting words against the Scribes and Pharisees,
chiding them as hypocrites. Perhaps, because of the extend of the problem, some
often joke as such: “I like Jesus. It is his followers that | can’t stand!”.

As a Christian, | know many Christians and non-Christians who have faced various
hypocritical behaviour from other Christians. Not all Christians are hypocrites. But it
is @ major problem.

Perhaps this is why Paul in his epistle to the Romans emphasises that love should
be bereft of hypocrisy.

This calls for self-reflection and self-examination: Have | been accused of being a
hypocrite before? Do Christians treat a popular leader differently from an ordinary
church member? Have | uttered words of prejudice against another person due to
his/her ethnicity or economic background? Are Christians hypocrites when they
condemn homosexuality until they have a sibling who is a homosexual and then
proceed to love him/her? (Note: the Bible clearly condemns homosexual
behaviour).

Let us love sincerely. Forgive others freely.



The award-winning Christian author, Philip Yancey, has this to say: “Christians get
very angry toward other Christians who sin differently than they do.”

We are all sinners. If we have made mistakes, do not despair. God is able to forgive
our transgressions. God's forgiveness is limitless to all who seek Him earnestly.

Today, allow the Holy Spirit to search your heart. Let God transform us little by little
into the image of His Son, Jesus. All we need to do is to trust and obey Him.

Prayer :

Father God, forgive my sins, especially hypocrisy. Teach me Your ways, so that |
change to be more and more like Your Son Jesus. Teach me Your ways, dear Lord.
In Jesus’ name | ask, Amen.
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Saturday, 14 August 2021

Title: How beautiful are their feet

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Margaret Ong

Romans 10:15 “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,
who bring glad tidings of good things!” "

Dear brothers and sisters, there are many news, legends, and information in the
world, but none of them is more important than the good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people. This good news is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was born
into the world as the Savior of mankind. Only the Lord Jesus was crucified and
resurrected for man’s sins, and this gospel will be preached to all people in the
world. But this responsibility to share is not on the angels, but passed on from
generation to generation by the Lord to His disciples. In our generation, who will
pass it on? Thousands of people are waiting to no avail there, to have long been
looking forward with eager expectancy, their eyes are worn out anxiously. They
really look forward to hearing the good tidings, not only related to their present life,
but also related to their afterlife and eternal life and blessing.

The Pantai Baptist Church has designated August as Mission Month throughout the
years, and this year is no exception. Dear brothers and sisters, can we still preach
the gospel to relatives and friends when the pandemic is spreading? Even though
the pandemic in our country is severe or even on the verge of getting out of control,
| absolutely believe that our God Most High is still in power.

The apostle Paul said: “We must preach the word! Be ready in season and out of
season.” Although Paul was chained in a Roman prison, he still preached the gospel
to the soldiers. We are now locked down at home, how can we spread the gospel
and persist in practicing the Great Commission promulgated by the Lord Jesus?
“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all long-suffering and teaching.” (2 Timothy 4:2) “For if | preach the gospel, |
have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if | do not
preach the gospel. For if | do this willingly, | have a reward; but if against my will, |
have been entrusted with a stewardship.” (1 Corinthians 9:16-17).

In 2 Timothy 4:2 “Preach the Word!” is a command given by the apostle Paul to
Timothy, and it is also a command given by the Holy Spirit to all Christians.
Moreover, this “Preach the Word” command is something we must carry out in any
situation. For “Be ready in season and out of season.” means: be ready (this is also a
command), no matter in season (good time) or out of season (bad time), we must



preach. “Preaching” means preaching the word of God and evangelism, which
means “Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and teaching.” Using all
kinds of patience and all kinds of teachings to rebuke, warn, and persuade others.
The apostle Paul taught Timothy in this way. In fact, the apostle Paul himself was a
preacher who was preaching at all times, in season or out of season.

Dear brothers and sisters, who is willing to be sent by the Lord to preach it? Only
those who have the gospel themselves are qualified to preach, but among those
who have received the gospel, some have a father in their family and there is
responsibility, some have too many properties to be given up, and some are afraid
of suffering and have no place to live. As a result, few people are willing to take up
the calling. No wonder the gospel has not been preached to every created person.
But those who are willing to be sent by the Lord to preach the gospel, how beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the gospel. In the eyes of the angels, their shoes
are made of the best materials in the world, and their feet are the most beautiful
on the ground. In the eyes of those who have been favored by hearing the gospel,
their feet are fragrant and can almost be kissed with their mouths; one day when
they come to God, their feet are not lost, but are preserved in eternity, because
they are wearing the shoes of the gospel, walking a bright road.

Dear brothers and sisters, is evangelism just a matter of a few preachers? No, “The
Lord gave the word; Great was the company of those who proclaimed it” (Psalm
68:11), and the whole church united in one accord to prosper the gospel. Dear
brothers and sisters, do you have a part in it? Are you willing to leave beautiful
footprints? Have you planted the good seeds of the gospel on your way?

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you! May your love inspire
us again, so that we have the heart of loving souls, the ability and wisdom to spread
the gospel passionately! The whole church is in one accord to prosper the gospel.
Pray that the Lord will also use this pandemic to soften people’s hearts so that they
can listen to the gospel and be willing to return to you! Glory to the Lord! Prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving, in the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!



BARR

EH/N, 202148AH14H

PRl A ROBIER (] S5

E& - SRAEHOM

541015 "kEE - TEEHA - MINWHERAEFES -

FENBIGK R EAFZHE - &R WA B —HIEBRFHENAZEER
EEZE - 2@ L FEAEERERE EEARNKE - FAENERRBREXRE
REESIREHE -  SXMHEANARNFEEEARZE  ZESEEEBX TG RER - B
XAEFEERE - XRERERAGMRIE - —R—REFNEHN - 2 FRHMN]Z—NEEX
&R ? TTHAMWAZFEIE - thiiIp0Iak « - NRES 7 - il FmERrE—
PRENER - ARRZFMNINSE - MERREMIAREF X ZNEDSED,

MERERNEXR - BIEN\ROEANEHA - SENAHS - RENBSZHK - £RIFE
SER - A2 EEBERRANEREE? PRBER BT IEEZ NIRRT - BRELXIHEE -
EFHE - NREEN,

FEREZ R SRNEABN  HMFSEEES - RESRKMUESZEMN - E2RETE
B - RNIEREHIERE - NUEEREE - BB MmeyKeEn ? SEEE |
TEBRASN - ZEZTL - FHERORMH - SFENKI - ZTEA - EHA - WHBA -
(IREXEH4:2) HERERRBISH  BAREAFEHN - EAMEEE - HES
w7 - WEHMERS  BARB ; EAHL  REANSELARHT - (FHZEIH9 -
16~17).

1

X

REKXKEH4  2PH"SERE", EEERPLREELHN—ImT  NEEXERGMBEEE
fEmm=< - ME - X'SEEE'WGS, SHERMNETCUERBERNTHN - "TIEBHAS
i RETLOHEERR  EMFES (XUEm< ) - TIERH (HIHE) - AFH (
Wiz ) - BEEE - EE", WEEWE  MEEET " AERNEBM, B
Il - EEA - BRA - NN, EEREASPUNLHSREER - HLEFEFREMECH
E—NULIEENABNEEEENEEA,

G N

FENBLGK BAEBEFEINEZEEZRE? REECFEERENATAREREE - B
THEEREENAT  BAXRPERX AR BAFUZMAT  BEABRETEL
CBRENANAMTE/L Y - EEESHSKEREREET—IRENA - AIZ2BEHFE



ZEEERENA - MIRMRMSES - ERENRS - MIVEZNE E&FIME
TERY - MAJRVBIEN 2 3th E&S=ROMIED - HEIFREEMRBRIABR - HKERZEEFW
. JLFRILAERY)  BE—REWERE - e ERR - MEBEXKEHERE MK -
EAtiZFENEEENE - ENIICHNEE,

FENBLHK EBEEERAZVPHEEANEE? A - TS - FHERNEXA S
K& (15R68:11) , EHRMEIDEBHIERES - XENH WK - MEEFTEN
5?2 ROESE NMESRMIERE ? £RENE LRER F FEErEf?

BHE  RENARR - ARG ER | BROEBIEAMEN] - £RMNBERRENL -
BARMERENENNER | HSHRIOERAIEEET - BRKEOESZREBEAL
b, EMlSURERS - SBERREA[R | REEHT=E !

REIEEIK - SFEEEHMEEZRXES - ]!



Sunday,15 August 2021
Title: Teach me to be faithful
By Elder Tan Seng Kee
Matthew 25:14-30

In the parable of the three servants in Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus told a story of a
man who was going away for a long trip. Before he left, he called his three servants
and entrusted each with five, two and one bag of silver respectively.

We are not told of the reasons why the bags of silver were entrusted with the
servants nor did the parable tells us what the master told the servants to do with
the bags of silver. However, in verse 16 of Matthew 5, the first servant with 5 bags
of silver proceeded to invest the money and earned five more while the second
with two bags of silver went to work and earned two more. Each of the two
servants used the bags of silver differently. The third servant merely dug a hole in
the ground and buried the master’'s money.

A simple lesson we can pick up from here is that whatever resources, skills and
talents God has blessed each one of us with must be put to good use. Often, we
hoard too much today in our perceived fear of hardship which tomorrow may
bring; ignoring that tomorrow may bring sunshine and abundance beyond what we
dare to trust God for.

The servants in this parable merely had to put their resources to work and each
was in turn blessed with a 1 fold increase in wealth. In Daniel 1:20, Daniel and his
three friends made up their mind to trust God totally and were in turn blessed with
abilities ten times more than any other officials of the King. In Mark 10:29,30, Jesus
promised a hundred times blessings for those who have sacrificed hugely for his
sake and for the Good News and he concluded verse 30 by saying “And in the world
to come that person will have eternal life.”

We need to make mention that Matthew 25:15 tells us that the master gave the
bags of silver to each of his three servants, “dividing it in proportion to their
abilities.” This is a wonderful reminder to me every time | wonder whether | have
served well enough or when | compare what | do with what other Christians do in
the Kingdom of God.

We have been blessed in accordance with our abilities to handle such resources put
in our midst. As long as | have wisely used the resources | have been blessed with, |
do not have to worry that | have not done my part in the Kingdom of God.



In PBC's recent Pandemic Relief Initiative, we raised a huge sum of money (over a
short 2 weeks) and many gave from their heart but one young boy, Tod broke his
piggy bank and gave his entire savings to the relief fund. God blesses us with
resources according to our abilities to handle them.

A statement was recently made in relation to the Pandemic Relief Initiative that in
doing God's work, we must be prepared to take some risk. Matthew 5:11 specifically
pronounces a blessing on those who are persecuted or suffer for the sake of the
Gospel.

| was reminded of a recent picture of a PBC pastor in a lonesome graveyard setting
performing a burial service with only 3 family members present in the picture.
Another nearby church pastor had just passed away after being likely infected at a
funeral service.

In the midst of this pandemic, men of God continue to serve and minister assured
of their calling and that “Christ's love compels us” (2 Corinthians 5:14) ringing out
loud in their hearts and delightfully obvious in the observing ears and hearts of
others, now able to relate and understand what being the salt and light of the world
really means and perhaps, even a glimpse of heaven.

Prayer:

Help me God to be the salt and light of the world and teach me to wisely use the
resources you have given to me according to my abilities to handle. In Jesus’ name |
pray. Amen.
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Monday 16th August 2021

BE THAT FRIEND

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

John 15: 13-15 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends if you do what | command. | no longer call you servant,
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you
friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.

An English publication offered a prize for the best definition of a friend, and among
the thousands of answers received were the following:

“One who multiplies joys, divides grief.”

“One who understand our silence.”

“A volume of sympathy bound in cloth.”

“A watch which beats true for all time and never runs down.”

But here is the definition that won the prize: “A friend - the one who comes in when
the whole world has gone out.”

There is also a Chinese saying that says if you have one true friend in your life, you
can die without any regrets. Albrecht Durer found one.

From childhood Albrecht Durer wanted to paint. Finally, he left home to study with
a great artist. He met a friend who also had this same desire and the two became
roommates. Both being poor, they found it difficult to make a living and study at
the same time. Albrecht’s friend offered to work while Albrecht studied. Then when
the paintings began to sell, he would have his chance. After much persuasion,
Albrecht agreed and worked faithfully while his friend toiled long hours to make a
living for both of them.

The day came when Albrecht sold a wood-carving and his friend went back to his
paints, only to find that the hard work had stiffened and twisted his fingers and he
could no longer paint with skill. When Albrecht learned what had happened to his
friend, he was filled with great sorrow. One day, returning home unexpectedly he
heard the voice of his friend and saw the gnarled, toiled, worn hands folded in
prayer before him.



“l can show the world my appreciation by painting his hands as | see them now,
folded in prayer.” It was this thought that inspired Albrecht Durer when he realized
that he could never give back to his friend the skill which had left his hands.

Durer’s gratitude was captured in his inspired painting that has now become world
famous - the praying hands. And, we are blessed by both the beauty of the painting
and the beautiful story of gratitude, friendship and brotherhood. (The Bible Friend)

As a Pastor, our family has received many gifts, big and small. Except for the piano
in our living room, all the rest were blessed by brothers and sisters in the Lord.
When my children were young, they would always say how they wish when they
grow up, they pray they too would have friends like those Uncles and Aunties who
have blessed us so bountifully. | told tell them NOT to pray to have friends like
those uncles and aunties but rather pray to BE FRIENDS like those uncles and
aunties. The Bible teaches us that its more blessed to give than to receive -
obviously our Lord has blessed those uncles and aunties physically, materially and
spiritually and thus they are able to bless others. The giver and the receiver are
both blessed but the giver is more blessed.

So, my dear brothers and sisters, our Lord will continue to bless and reward all
those who have given so sacrificially and generously to the Covid Aid Fund so that
those in need may be blessed during this pandemic and indeed so many have been
blessed. Our Lord has made that ultimate sacrifice of giving his life for us so we
may have forgiveness of sin and eternal life. Indeed - What a Friend We Have in
Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.

So let us not pray to have friends that will bless us but rather let us be friends that
would bless others - like Durer’s friend, like my children’s uncles and aunties who
have blessed our family all these years and like our Lord who had even given His
life for us - His friends.

| went out to find a friend,

But could not find one out there,

| went out to be a friend,

And friends were everywhere!

PRAYER: Father God, thank you for sending your one and only Son to be our truest
FRIEND who was willing to suffer and die for our sins. With that example He has set,
help us to be like Him, reaching out and giving sacrificially all that you have blessed
us with, to be Friends to those who are in dire need in this difficult times, so that



your name may be blessed and honored and glorified. In our Lord Jesus precious
Name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 17 August 2021

Title: Pursuit Of Happiness

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Philippians 4:12

“I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned
the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want.”

What really makes one happy?

Ironically, | will start with a sad story. My ex-neighbour was seemingly the epitome
of a wonderful marriage - husband and wife in stable jobs, with 3 young and very
smart kids. What disguises the happy facade was laid bare one day when the wife
told me and my brother that her marriage was falling apart. He was seeing another
woman and was contemplating shifting out that very night. | could not really
remember much about the conversation except that she’d said something that
struck a chord with me. She recounted that when she and her husband were poor
and could not make ends meet, they were far happier but when wealth and
opportunity came around especially for her husband, things went awry.

Is true happiness achievable or is it, in fact elusive? As | reflect on this, | am inclined
to the latter.

Advertisements promise that a Rolex will get me instant status, a no-effort diet will
transform my life, and an endless supply of Netflix, Disney Hotstar and the like will
give me smiles and happiness. But soon enough, when the pleasures of all these
are set aside, we return to the real world of cranky neighbours, a house that's
falling apart and broken relationships. Thus, true happiness must be rooted in
reality.

And then it hits me! Real happiness involves struggle and pain. As Augustine once
said, “Everywhere a greater joy is preceded by a greater suffering”. Much like
someone who has an itch and to finally get away from friends and go to a hiding
place where he can scratch to his heart's content. Or someone who lived in a desert
yearning for rain, how sweet it is to have rain fall on their bare skin. Or for me, to
finish my first full marathon, the anguish of the hours of tiredness and pain was
immediately replaced with unbridled joy at the sight of the finish line and the cheap
medal that | will cherish forever.



To experience happiness, we need to experience pain whether in ourselves or in
people we care about. There are good and bad days but when we see the results of
our perseverance, a sense of pride and joy wells up within us.

Which reminds me of Phil 4:11-13, a statement from a prisoner writing from his
prison cell, “ am not saying this because | am in need, for | have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances. | know what it is to be in need, and | know
what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do
all this through him who gives me strength.”

Happiness can indeed emanate from a sense of contentment. And this can be
cultivated (but it may take a long time) and most importantly, is within our control.
The assurance of God's presence and being in our lives, despite our circumstances.
Just as Paul has a purpose to bring meaning in the life of others by preaching Christ,
we too can find our purpose where God calls us however insignificant it may be.
Perhaps we are called to serve others. Maybe we are called to be encouragers.
Many have the gift of giving. Others would quietly serve by doing menial tasks.

The pursuit of happiness may well be found when we are content in God'’s purpose
in our lives.

Prayer: Father, You have brought us to being that we may enjoy You in our finite
and short lives. Help us Lord to appreciate that we live for You and pursue
happiness that has its foundation in You and You alone. Help us to be grateful for
what You have given us and that we can learn to continually align our attitude to
Yours. Amen
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Wednesday, 18 August 2021

Title: Mustard Seeds vs. Mountains

By: Eleanor Woo

Matthew 17:20, He replied,

Because you have so little faith. | tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will
move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” (NIV)

What does it mean to have faith as small as a mustard seed? Originated from Iran,
the mustard seed is known to be one of the smallest seed in the world. However,
one of these miniscule seeds, when planted in fertile soil, can produce a bush up to
ten-feet tall in just a few short months! It strikingly demonstrates the potential of
this small, insignificant seed. So, does it mean that faith need not be outwardly
large to have a large impact?

As | write, our beloved country is in the throes of fighting the virulent Delta variant.
The battle is now suddenly at our doorsteps, as friends and families are infected,
and some have even succumbed. Have we on occasions, faced with monumental
mountains, not felt that our faith is small and insignificant?

| have. In fact, as the following real-life proverb* puts across, our lives may be filled
with heartaches that can't be solved with easy answers or simple solutions:

Life can be difficult, painful and utterly senseless.

Life present us with challenges and disappointments we'd never choose or ever
want to deal with.

Life poses problems we cannot humanly solve.

Life can be as unpredictable as an earthquake that strikes with devastating force.
Life may be unfair, and justice may not be done here on earth.

Life may assault our body and brain with terrible diseases and incredibly painful
conditions that modern medicine cannot heal or relieve.

Life may confront us with heartaches and trials that cause us to question our faith.
So | have asked myself, how is God going to remove my mountains in light of the
fact that my faith is so inadequate? Here, the Holy Spirit prompts me to switch my
perspective. My faith may be puny, but | have an AWESOME GOD! He is powerful
and spoke the world into existence (Genesis 1:2; Jeremiah 32:17), He is faithful and
honours and fulfils His promises (Psalm 89:1-8), He is omniscient - nothing is a
mystery to Him (Psalm 139:7-12), He is love - He gave us His Son so that He can
embrace each of us personally and intimately (I John 4:7-10), and He is the great “|
AM WHO | AM”; an independent and self-complete being (Exodus 13:14). Therefore,
it is not how great my problem is, but how GREAT IS MY GOD!



The mustard seed is a reminder to walk to the base of the mountain hand in hand
with the all-powerful God. It is a tangible symbol that it is not my strength that will
move the mountain; rather, it is the God in whom | place my faith that can move a
mountain out of my way.**

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for who You are. When the mountain of
circumstances seems so overbearing, remind me to look to you always as the
source of my strength. Lord, take my tiny seed of faith and multiply it with your
strength, wisdom and guidance. AMEN.
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Thursday 19 Aug 2021

Out is More Important than In.
Pr Mark Tan

Mark 7:15, 21-23

SNothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what
comes out of a person that defiles them....2" For it is from within, out of a person’s
heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come
from inside and defile a person.”

Very much in people’s minds today is what we put in our bodies: the type of
vaccine, the brand of health supplements, the medications we should consider
taking. Even what food we eat and whether we eat to live or, now we live to eat.

In many other times, Jesus reminds us that while we should ask God for our daily
bread, it is not something we should prioritize so greatly in our lives. For vaccines,
please take one, anyone that is available to you and recommended by the
attending physician. For medication, please consult a doctor. For food and
supplements, everything is fine with moderation.

However, Jesus reminds us in this passage the most important matter is not what
goes in, but what comes out. More importantly, what comes out of our hearts.
What saddens me in the midst of the pandemic is not only the daily new cases and
death rates due to Covid-19, but the silent, unreported suffering of others: divorce,
domestic violence and suicide have increased dramatically this year compared to
last year, and last year was already far worse than the year before. And while we
talk about all the evil that is out there, we forget to address the evil that first begins
in us.

You see, while we have been worrying about the physical matters, however
important that may be, we forget that evil festers in our hearts all the time. This
evil, which may seem like nothing at first, grows and manifests from within our
hearts to without, through our actions.

1. Search your heart, and if there is anything at all that is bothering you
and causing you to grow evil in your heart, surrender it to the Lord and
if need be, seek help through the church, family, and friends.



2. Call someone, anyone that you haven't been in touch with for a long
time, whoever the Lord is leading you to, and ask them how they are
doing. For all you know, you might be the help they so divinely needed,
just that they weren’t vocalizing it.

Prayer:

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our
hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.

Amen.
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20-8-2021
By Chow Ee-Tan
Forgetting What is Behind

“Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14. | press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus”. - Philippians 3:13-14

Our Christian life is a journey, or rather, a marathon. The finish line would be when
we reach our eternal home - heaven. This journey on earth is not easy - there are
always ups and downs, with good times and tough times along the way. Being in
our human flesh and weakness, sometimes we feel like giving up.

The only thing that can get us going and persevere is to fix our eyes on the goal,
which is our eternal home when we will be in the presence of our God and creator.
But it seems an arduous and long journey. Although Christians are called to be like
Christ, in our flesh, we continue to make mistakes, and to sin. In fact, we will never
obtain complete sanctification until we stand before God. But we are called to
persevere.

The Apostle Paul knew it, and in writing to the Philippians, encouraged and
challenged them to look forward and not backward.

Paul recalled his past when he was hostile to Christianity and persecuted the early
Christians violently. He also played a part in the stoning of Stephen. He was the
enemy of Christianity until His personal encounter with Christ. He could have let the
guilt and shame of what he did cripple him and haunt him. But he didn't. Instead,
he said we should forget what is behind and strain towards what is ahead.

Yes, we all have our pasts and we all have sinned in one way or another. They can
be painful and shameful, and from time to time such memories arise to haunt us.
The Devil would use this against us and whispers to us that we are not worthy
because we have fallen short so much. One thing we should not do is to wallow in
our past sins. When we have repented sincerely and resolved to move on, we ought
not to look back and be burdened with the weight of the past failures.

God has promised us in Scripture: “when we confess and repent of our sins, God is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness”.
(1 John 1:9) Therefore, we should not let yesterday's failure to derail us from the
goal for which God has called us, instead to diligently strive forward with our



spiritual muscle to pursue and to persevere in the journey that God has intended
for us.

We are living in a temporal world, only what is eternal matters and will last forever.
So let us fix our eyes on the Cross and the eternal crown. We have the Holy Spirit's
help and God's strength to spur us on, and even though we may still falter from
time to time, we can carry on and not lose sight of that eternal destination.

Because as Christians, what we most long to hear one day is when Jesus welcomes
us in heaven saying: “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, | know I'm weak but You're strong. You're a merciful God
who has forgiven all my sins - past, present and future. | pray that as | walk with
You this journey on earth, You will give me the strength to carry on this marathon
and never to give up. And whatever sins that | have committed in the past, | have
laid them at Your feet. Let me forget what is behind but fix my eyes on what is
ahead, so that | will win the prize when | meet You one day. In Jesus name, Amen.
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Saturday, 21 August 2021

Title: Peace! Be Still! (Mark 4:39)

By: Chan Yew Thai

There was a great windstorm with waves beating against the boat and water filling
it. However, Jesus was still asleep but the disciples were afraid. They woke Him and
said, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” Jesus’ response to the sea
was, “Peace! Be stilll” and to the disciples, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that
you have no faith?” (Mark 4:37-40)

Like the disciples, we watch in fear the mounting numbers of daily infections of
covid cases. We are overwhelmed by fear upon hearing of covid infection and death
of friends, family, neighbours and friendly coffeeshop operators. Our emotions are
like the waves in the sea, threatening to capsize us. During our lowest, we may
wonder like the disciples, “Jesus, don't You care? Or Lord, are You still in control?” |
believe and know that Jesus is in control because if He is in control of the wind and
the sea (Mark 4:39) He is in control of the covid viruses. He has allowed this
pandemic for a purpose. Whatever the reason is; may we not be like Peter, who
saw that the wind was boisterous, became afraid and began to sink. (Matthew
14:30)

The command to the sea to be still is also applicable to us. Let us be still and know
that He is God (Psalm 46:10); and keep our focus on Jesus, our mighty and
victorious Saviour. Hinging our hope on Jesus, we will be able to walk on the waves
of the covid 19 pandemic successfully like Peter walking on water. Therefore, do not
despair when everything around us seems to be falling apart, crowding us out.
Continue to place our hope in Jesus, for we have a faithful God who does not
forsake us and will take us through, difficult as it may be, especially when we are in
the thick of the storm.

Psalm 46:10 and 37:1 ministered to me when | was very ill, being in and out of
hospital, including the ICU, with blood pressure measuring 180-220/80-90. | learnt
to be still and trusted God to lead me through that period. He did it with me coming
out without much “scratches”, totally not on medication though I was sick for six
years, and | do not know why He chose to heal me. Being still does not mean we do
nothing. On our part, we need to draw close to Him by spending time reading the
Bible, praying and submitting to His will which may change our lives.

My lesson learnt from my long sickness is to draw close to Jesus, trusting that He
has a plan that is far greater than mine and, in His timing, | will be delivered. Yes,
my life has changed because | had to give up the job | loved, but in retrospect, |



should have given up earlier. Accordingly, | would like to encourage you to cling
onto Jesus whatever your circumstances or problems and to wait upon Him.

Prayer:

Mighty God and heavenly Father, You know what is best for us. You know our
sufferings, fear and pain. Please guide us and hold on to us, lest we slip into the
slippery tunnel and not be able to get up because we are overwhelmed by our
environment and circumstances. Help us to keep our gaze on You alone, placing
our hopes in You and removing our fears. Thank You! Thank You, Jesus! Amen!
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22 August 2021
by Abraham Verghese
Joy from beating

Luke 6: 22-23:

Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you
and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day, and
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to
the prophets.

Also read Acts 5: 12 - 42.

People hate you, exclude ( avoid ) you, revile (insult ) you and spurn your name as
evil (slander ) you ........ would it be reasonable to expect a person who is at the
receiving end of such treatment to be joyful or feel blessed? It would be difficult to
think of false accusations, unjust punishment, and persecution as being privileges.
However, that was how Jesus was treated by his fellow countrymen.

The Bible does warn us that we should expect similar treatment while we are in this
world. When we reflect upon our lives, there would have been, over the years many
instances that our values and ethics as Christians would have been contrary to the
ways of the fallen world - whether in our educational institutions, our workplaces,
social settings and even our family lives. It would have made it easier for us to
conform to the ways of the world so that we are tolerated or even loved, not
avoided, not insulted or slandered. The Bible reminds us that God has special
blessings in store for those who are mistreated for their commitment to God. When
we identify with Christ's suffering, we are drawn closer to Him. He gives us strength
to endure. Our life styles being different in that our actions reflect that we live the
talk becomes a powerful witness for Christ.

In Acts 5: 12 - 42 we read the account of the apostles being put in prison because
they testified about Christ. They were warned not to preach any more about Christ
before they were released. In verse 40 it stated that they were beaten, and in verse
41 it is recorded that they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonour for the name of Jesus. In the next verse it is noted that they did not
cease preaching and teaching that Christ is Jesus.

Prayer :
Heavenly Father, thank you that we are your children and You are our Father and
our Sovereign Lord. May our hearts rejoice in good times and in bad times. May we



rejoice when we suffer because we are Your people and do not conform to the
ways and expectations of this fallen world. In Jesus name, we do pray. Amen.
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Monday 23 August 2021

Title: Soli Deo Gloria

By Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 5:16

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

In a nutshell, this verse exhorts us to shine by doing good works that glorify God.
What Jesus means by “good works"” is enunciated in the rest of the Sermon on the
Mount (which is PBC's current sermon series). It is a concept that encompasses
more than charitable deeds.

However, let me begin with altruistic acts that are the context of the ensuing text in
Matthew 6:1-3, wherein Jesus highlights that motive is what matters when
almsgiving. Where the motive is pure, public acts of philanthropy are to be
commended. In fact, today’s verse, implies that the motive of good works should be
to glorify God, solely.

‘S oli D eo G loria’ (Latin for ‘Glory to God Alone’) were words used by renown
composers, Johann Sebastian Bach and George Frideric Handel to signify that their
works were produced for the sake of praising God. Abbreviated S.D.G, Bach signed
off all his church compositions and some of his secular compositions.

It is heart-warming to know that during the recent Tokyo Olympics, some Christian
athletes publicly gave glory to God for their achievements. When the Fiji Rugby
Sevens Team (comprising all Christians) won the Gold Medal, their first response
was to kneel down together in a circle, to pray and thank God, instead of running or
jumping around, or hugging one another in celebration. Sidney McLaughlin, the
American hurdler and sprinter, who won the 400m hurdles race (in world record
time) as well as the 4X400m women relay, gave her personal testimony to “live a life
worthy of glorifying God".

The recently launched PBC Covid Aid Initiatives are commendable indeed. With the
initiatives gaining momentum, let's remind ourselves that our benevolent
endeavours are exclusively for the Glory of God. To quote C.S Lewis: “ Don't shine
so others can see you. Shine so that through you others see Him. "

Now, let me turn our attention on the broader context of good works. Ephesians
2:8-9 states “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” We
are saved not by good works , but we are saved for good works . Good works are



not the means to our salvation but they are the purpose of our salvation. Our
salvation is solely by the grace of God, through faith in Christ.

Soli Deo Gloria originated from the series of slogans that the Reformers held onto,
called the Five Solas, which are now the tenets of our Christian belief: Sola Scriptura
(Scripture Alone), Sola Fide (Faith Alone), Sola Gracia (Grace Alone), Solus Christus
(Christ Alone). Soli Deo Gloria is both the beginning and the end of the four Solas.
Hence, To the Glory of God Alone’ should be the purpose of our being and our
doing.

Are you striving to do good in order to gain God's favour? May | encourage you to
approach God simply by faith and receive Christ's grace of salvation.

If we were to sign off every decision made in our church
board/committee/members’ meeting, would we be able to seal them with S.D.G? If
we were to thumbprint every good work we do, will they show the S.D.G mark?

PRAYER

Dear God, help us Live the Life of Doing Good, Giving Glory to Your Name. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.
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Tuesday, 24 August 2021
Title: Rejoice always

By: Dr. Hew Fen Lee

1 Thess 5:16-18

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Madam TF has been my patient for quite a few years. She has just celebrated her
80th birthday. She has had more medical issues and hospital admissions in the last
few years than the number of letters Paul has written in the New Testament. On
top of that she had to look after her daughter who had gone through a major
surgery, despite the fact that she herself was needing a wheelchair to move around.
This was not helped by the recent death of her son. Despite all these events plus
the pandemic she would sit in front of me in the clinic recounting joyfully the things
that she had to give thanks to God for. She would tell me how thankful she was that
her grandson has taken a day off to take her to run errands; how her church group
had made her favourite dish for her birthday; that she could now walk with a frame
for another 10m at home.....All these were blessings from above and she would
joyfully acknowledge and share with others. She then presented me with a thank
you card which she made herself. In it she copied Psalm 23 in Chinese in clear and
firm strokes - a reflection of her faith in God, perhaps even clearer and firmer.

Paul wrote to the Thessalonian church which he founded during his second
missionary journey. The young church faced opposition and persecution from non
believing Jews almost immediately and Paul and Silas had to leave town secretly
and hastily to escape harm (Acts 17:1-10). It would have been quite daunting for the
new Christians to face such violent persecution so early in their faith. Yet they have
remained steadfast in their faith. Paul was writing to encourage them to live spirit
filled lives in Christ by always rejoicing, continually praying and be thankful at all
times in all circumstances. Yes in all circumstances especially difficult and trying
times. We are to see beyond those circumstances and see God behind those dark
clouds and stormy weather.

Madam TF's heart and kidney function were not as good as her ever beaming smile
would suggest. | adjusted her medication and advised her on the timing of her
medications. As she left she thanked me and as she would do each time she visited
me, reminded me that she would have me in her prayers. | hope that the change of
medication would make her better. One thing was for sure, her visit that day was



certainly therapeutic to me in reminding me to rejoice always, pray continually and
give thanks in all circumstances.

Prayer:

Father please make us rejoice and be thankful for the blessings you have given us
each day, some so small that we hardly have noticed, some so mundane that we
have taken for granted, some so trivial that perhaps we don't think it is necessary to
give thanks for. Please help us to pray and yearn for your face to shine upon us
each day. In Jesus’ name we ask, Amen.
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Wednesday, 25 Aug 2021

Title: A matter of Grace

By Wong King Wai

Ephesians 1:7 - In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace

The world seems to be going crazy. Covid cases are high, the political situation is
uncertain, health and job security are on everyone’s mind. And the stress levels are
high especially for those who do not have any food or help. It is certainly by the
grace of God that PBC has the Covid Aid Initiative to help those who are in need.

In moments like that, | try to remind myself to be patient and to wait for the end of
what seems like a never ending situation. As a result, many, including myself, are
experiencing some mental health issues as we try to weather the pandemic storm
but the lack of human interaction is slowly taking a toll. However, staying at home is
the best thing to do for now.

The verse in Ephesians, Paul is reminding us of how we are redeemed from sin by
the blood of Jesus by God's grace.

Grace - unmerited favour - is essential in any Christian’s life. It is the fuel that keeps
us going even when times are tough. And if you know about Paul’s life, he had it
tough! He had to weather storms, shipwrecks, imprisonment and mobs, to name a
few. Yet, he always remembers what Jesus did on the cross and how those who
confess their sins and accept Jesus into their lives are saved and called children of
God. All because Jesus shed His precious blood for us.

While we cannot change how the world is or what is going on in our own backyard,
we can turn our eyes away from the chaos and the craziness of life to the cross
where Jesus died in our place. Let us put our hope in Him so that we may draw
upon His strength, wisdom and guidance during these challenging times.

PRAYER: My Father in Heaven. As the world around me seems to be going out of
control, let me find peace and calm within Your love and promises that all things
work out for the good for those who love You and are called by You. In Jesus name |
pray, AMEN.
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Thursday 26th Aug 2021

Title: Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matt 6:10)
By Choong Yoon Tong

Often we pray the Lord’s Prayer without pondering the meaning of this verse. Our
focus is on our daily bread more than God's kingdom and will. Subconsciously, we
might think that God's kingdom and His will on earth and in heaven are fully under
His sovereign control and we need not pray. Yet Jesus has placed it as the second
priority in His list.

As we meditate on God who presides on His glorious throne in heaven, we join the
angles to proclaim “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty, who was and is and is
to come!” He rules and governs the spiritual realm with authority and power. He
reigns with perfect order, judges with righteousness, and triumphs over Satan and
every evil spirit. He commands and His will is executed in perfection. Peace, joy and
love prevail in His kingdom. All spiritual beings bow and worship Him, attributing
honour and glory He rightfully deserved. Yes, Lord we pray, Your kingdom comes
on earth as it is in heaven. May Your kingdom on earth mirror Your reign in heaven.
Your power defeats the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is at work in
the sons of disobedience. Let every falsehood and lie be eradicated by your light of
truth while every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess Jesus Christ is Lord.
Let Your holiness, justice and power prevail over this fallen world.

God's universal will is for none to perish, but all to be saved and come to the saving
knowledge of Christ (1 Tim 2:3-4). He desires every believer to be sanctified (1 Thess
4:3) and consecrated in His Word. Though the whole world is now suffering from
the pandemic, war, violence, natural disasters, and many more calamities, His will
shall not be hindered. Let the children of God soldier on in His will to spread His
love and goodness to every corner of the earth.

Prayer:

We pray O Lord for Your kingdom to be established in this land. Let Your light shine
forth to overcome all darkness, deceit, falsehood and injustice. Proclaim Your
judgement upon the “prince” of this nation so as to eradicate all evil, corruption and
abuse. Let the current pandemic and political mire not only expose the evil but also
magnify Your righteousness, Your love and Your salvation; that hearts may be
opened to the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Friday, 27 Aug 2021

That Sinking Feeling

By: Sally Cheong

Matthew 14:30

" Lord, save mel!”

These are extraordinary times.

Many are losing hope. Even among people of the faith. It's that sinking feeling.
Some like Peter are afraid of what is happening to their lives and to their children.

Peter's cry was ” Lord, save me! ” when he started to sink. What made Peter lose
control? Why was his faith suddenly gone?

The wind

It was the wind. Peter was a fisherman and he knew a lot about winds. The Sea of
Galilee was known for violent storms because of its low-lying position in the rift
valley. When Peter saw the wind, he was terrified. It was a harbinger of a rude
tempest that was brewing. His faith left him. But his Master did not. So Peter cried
out, " Lord, save me! “

Immediately Jesus reached out and caught Peter by His Hand. What the Lord said to
Peter is what all of us need to hear today in these troublous times. Jesus said, " you
of little faith, why did you doubt? “

None of the other disciples had the little faith of Peter to step out of the boat when
the Master said, " come .” They must have been stunned when Peter actually left
the boat. All common sense and human understanding told them that death by
drowning was a real possibility. And even more stupefied they were when they saw
Peter walking on water!

Yet none of the eleven attempted the feat. They saw the wind. The boat was safer.

They saw the Lord walking on water with Peter. They didn't believe they could do it.
Not even if the Lord said, " come .” The wind and the danger it foreshadowed were
more real to them.

The sea

The sea represents circumstances in our lives. Its only constant is change. The ebb
and flow of the tide continues endlessly until the wind starts to blow. The wind
makes the sea restless and unpredictable, like life. Once the waves are whipped up,
the angry sea becomes dangerous. Shipwrecks testify to the power of the stormy



seas to annihilate everything in its path. Every seaman is afraid of the terror of the
seas.

Why did the Lord walk on the Sea of Galilee to the boat?
Why did He say to Peter,” come “?

It was a Divine call to walk on water. Not to sink and drown in the sea of the
circumstances of life but to walk on top of it. Not even to swim in it but to rise
above its waves. Not to do it on your own but to do it when your Master is with you
in the open sea.

Peter answered the call. He had the faith to step out of the boat. The others did not.
Peter walked on water. The others did not.

Faith asks us to hear our Master’s call to walk on water in times like these. Others
drown but no one who believes in Jesus will. The instant we cry out ” Lord, save me!
" His Hand will immediately be stretched out to us. We will not sink, much less
drown.

Peter did not cry out to his friends in the boat to save him. The little faith he had left
told him they would not be able to save him in time. Or at all. Only His Master
could.

Did the Lord carry Peter back to the boat?

No. Verse 32 tells us this, ” And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died
down. ” With His Hand the Lord held Peter and they walked on water towards the
boat and as scripture says, they climbed into the boat on reaching it.

The storm that Peter feared never came. The wind died down. Often we are
terrified of things we imagine will happen but did not come to pass. We frighten
ourselves more than the world frightens us.

Prayer :

Lord Jesus, we need You today as Peter did on that fateful day on the Sea of Galilee.
Teach us to cry out with our little faith ” Lord, save me! ” Some among us have no
faith left even to cry out. Grant them Lord the needed faith to do so for You will
surely hear their cries and stretch out Your Hand to save them. You will not let
them sink lower. You will not let them drown.



And dear Lord, as you rebuked the wind and said to the stormy sea ” Be still " in
Mark 4, please do the same for us today. For we ask in the precious Name of Jesus,
Amen.
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Saturday, August 28, 2021

Title: God does not give up on you

Author: Pr. Andrew Lim

Translator: Margaret Ong

Recently, no corner of the entire world is left unaffected by the pandemic. Due to
the pandemic, everyone is having a hard time. Everyone is like a tight spring, and in
this difficult time, it seems that everything is not going well. Life also seems to be
more fragile. The never-ending isolation and non-isolation have caused many
people to build up a thick backlog of depression. People may have been raising
white flags mentally, emotionally and economically. They are seeking help on the
outside, and inwardly they are shouting and asking: Where is the way out?

Many people even think that at this most difficult time of life, the government is
unhelpful as it has no time to take care of itself, much less take care of its people?
One has to learn how to play the erhu: a saying in Teochew Chinese which means
to take care of oneself. When you felt sad and upset in the past, you could find
someone to chat and dine together, or care and hug each other. Now, it seems like
there is no one to rely on, even family members seem to have given upon us. If we
are still in close contact with each other, the possibility of a positive diagnosis is
high. What is even more difficult to understand is why God has not stopped the
pandemic. We will begin to question God, feeling that He has abandoned us. In fact,
it is not that God does not stop the pandemic, but that people continue to spread,
desperately spreading, and multiplying the spread of the virus.

Life is often full of setbacks, and too many thorns have crowded in. When everyone
leaves you...when you feel God is abandoning you...when you are struggling at the
bottom of the food chain....when your life becomes a mess...Will you self-destruct?
Will you give up lightly? When your future is getting more and more gloomy, where
should you go? How should you face it? What choices should you make? Do you
back down easily and fall into the abyss, or rise up in resistance to get out of the
shadows?

If you feel that you have lost your courage, if you really want to give up, or your
experience is like Elijah...your life has been so frustrating to the point you want to
die—please don't give up on yourself and be strong and determined, because there
is always another opened window, God has promised to open a way out for you.

If your are going through a spiritually depleted period...if you feel no one loves you,
and it seems that you have reached the bottom of the valley, don't forget that there
is someone who loves you, and don't just give up lightly! Please don't abandon your
expectations in the Lord, but continue to maintain the trust in the Lord as always,
to wait for the Lord patiently, because Lord Jesus has promised us: “l will not leave



you as orphans, | will come to you.”(John 14:18 ). He himself will become the
strength of your soul.

If you are lying on a hospital bed, cheer up. Cherish yourself, don't give up and have
hope in the Lord, and learn to express gratitude and praise, because the Bible
promises “ The LORD will strengthen him on his bed of illness; You will sustain him
on his sickbed.”(Psalm 41:3) Jehovah-Rapha will personally heal your anxieties and
comfort you, and bless you with peace that surpasses all understanding and
protection. You can ask the pastor, brothers and sisters in the church to pray for
you.

If you are facing a life storm that you think is a hard fight, please don't give up on
being calm and steady your heart, because the Lord Jesus once said to you: “Be of
good cheer! Itis I; do not be afraid.”"(Matt. 14:27). When you feel that your ship is
“about to sink”, call out to the Lord for help like Peter. Jesus will immediately stretch
out his hands to hold you. You must sincerely invite the Lord Jesus to the “boat” of
your life storm, “there was a great calm.” (Matt. 8:26)

God's grace is always sufficient for us: “For the Lord will not cast off his people, Nor
will He forsake His inheritance.”(Psalm 94:14) Although the road of life is long, God's
loving hands are eager to embrace you tightly and he wants to accompany you
through life. Believe in God and let Him hold your hand and walk along with you on
the journey of life.

If you will believe, you will definitely receive, because Jesus said: “So | say to you,
ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it will be opened.”( Luke. 11:9-10)

Prayer: Lord Jesus! Have mercy on me, as | am of little faith. When I lack faith, Lord,
please help me. Help me to focus on your promises and not to divert my trust in
you and not to walk away from your Word. Let me hold on to you tightly until the
Lord is with me deeply. May my soul find spiritual rest in You. Thank you, because
you will not cast me off or forsake me. Sincerely | pray in the name of Jesus, Amen!
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Sunday, 29 August 2021

Title: The God of lost and found
By Dorothy Teoh

Luke 15: 8-10

“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn't she light a lamp,
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she
calls her friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have found
my lost coin.’ In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”(NIV)

Have you ever misplaced an important document or item? Remember your relief
and joy when you found it?

Some years ago, when it was time to renew the work permit for the Indonesian
helper who took care of my mother, | realised that | had misplaced her passport. It
wasn't lost, exactly. But | had kept it away so well without making a note of where it
was that it might as well have been lost!

After a week of looking for it at home and at the office, | was ready to give up. But |
decided to give it one last try. In my desperation, | told the Lord: “If it's anywhere
here, please lead me to look for it in the right place, because | have absolutely no
idea where it is.”

A search of the two sets of drawers under my office desk yielded nothing. | even
pushed the drawers out from under the desk, hoping the passport might have
dropped beneath. All | found were some coins, a paper clip and a piece of paper.

| decided to look in the steel filing cabinet again. The previous two searches had
been unsuccessful. Ignoring the second drawer which | had gone through with a
fine-tooth comb, | opened the top drawer and removed all the files at the front,
looking between and through them. Nothing.

With the files at the front removed, the pocket folders at the back spread forward. |
looked in the first one and saw two envelopes. Picking up one, my heart skipped a
beat when | saw written on the front my helper’'s name and the word “passport”.



Imagine my relief and joy when | looked inside and saw the green-coloured
passport! Holding the passport in my hand, | went down on my knees to give thanks
and to praise God, over and over.

The lost coin in the parable that Jesus told was worth about a day’'s wages. Beyond
the monetary value, it would have held personal value as part of the woman'’s bridal
jewelry, the equivalent of a wedding ring in modern times, according to one source.
No wonder she rejoiced.

Like her, | could not rejoice alone. God is so good and gracious, | told my sister. The
matter had been weighing on me. Aside from the unsettling feeling of having
misplaced something important, it was the thought of having to lodge a police
report and the large sum | was told | would have to pay to replace it at the
Indonesian embassy.

Later, at home, it occurred to me that God is the God of lost and found. “I once was
lost, but now am found, was blind, but now | see.” How true those words are. | was
a sinner, but now I'm saved, because my God found me when | was lost in sin. | was
blind then, but now | see - this was also true with regards to the passport. | had
looked in that exact same spot twice before and must have seen the envelope but |
was not prompted to pick it up and look inside.

| thought to myself, if | experienced so much joy in finding a lost passport, how
much more joy | should feel if someone was lost and then found. May the Lord help
us to value a life saved more than a document or item found, however important
that may be.

Prayer

Thank you, Lord Jesus, that you came to seek and save the lost. Thank you for
saving us. Bring to mind our family members, relatives, friends and co-workers who
are lost. Help us to be salt and light to them, to make use of every opportunity to
share the good news, and to be faithful in praying for their salvation, even if
progress seems slow. Amen.
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Monday 30th Aug 2021

But the greatest of these is love

Richard YW Yeoh

1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV): “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But
the greatest of these is love. “

Love must be one of the most commonly used words; in any language. We all grow
up hearing it said all around us. Quite likely, it may also be the most common word
in the titles of popular songs, all professing various forms of endless love,
everlasting love, deepest love, first love, only love etc.

Many a time though, the word is used loosely or even flippantly without serious
thought or intention. Indeed, humanly speaking, the meaning varies according to
context and culture, and is often used to convey unwholesome motives like greed,
lust and desires of the flesh.

Let's ponder a bit on what God intends for us to learn about love, and what it truly
means in His Word - even if we may never fully comprehend His immense Love for
us.

The Bible emphasizes much on love as the bedrock of life and relationships. 1 Cor
13: 4-8 describes love as patience, kindness, not envious, not boastful, not
conceited, does not act improperly, is not selfish, is not easily provoked, and does
not record wrongdoings. Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the
truth. Love bears all, believes, hopes and endures in all things, love never ends. We
see here that in a few verses, God's Word shows us the breadth and width, the
depth and height and the eternity of true love. Love is best exemplified by God's
love for us, His Creation.

Let us therefore be motivated by love in our thoughts, our words and our deeds. In
life and in relationships, we often face dilemmas on what is the right course of
action, or what decision to make. Love is always a good consideration in such
situations. When in doubt, be guided by love for all concerned and who may be
impacted by the decision. This is especially true when these decisions affect our
family, our friends and our local community.

Thus, even in our daily lives and routines and especially at home, let's allow love,
kindness and consideration to guide our words and deeds.

Prayer: “Father God, thank you for first loving us and showing us through your Son,
Jesus Christ, the true meaning of love and sacrifice. May it be that in our daily living,



we will always be motivated by Your immense Love for us. In Jesus’ Name we pray.
Amen.”
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Tuesday, 31 August 2021

Title: God Is At Work

By: Amanda Foo

Today marks the 64th year of Malaysia’s independence. It is probably difficult for
many of us to take pride in our country right now, especially when we look at the
state of our politics. In the span of three years, we've had our premiership changed
thrice; leaving many of us disenchanted.

Yet, Romans 13:1 says “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God.” According to Paul, our rulers have been put in place by God for His good
purposes, and to rebel would be to disobey God’s authority and ultimately, oppose
God. This can be a hard pill to swallow, especially when our country’s leaders are
far from ideal.

However, notice that Paul does not say that those who occupy positions of
authority are good people. Rather, Paul is saying that God is working through
human government, and this can sometimes mean evil men being appointed to
leadership positions so that God's good purposes can be accomplished.

Take Nebuchadnezzar for example. He was not a “good” man, but God made him
the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, the Lord’s “servant”, was used to bring down
Israel, take Israel captive and hold the nation as slaves for 70 years. It must have
been difficult for Israelites to decipher God’'s agenda at that time. Nonetheless,
God's purpose was still being carried out. Without their temple, the Israelites
learned that obedience is better than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22). They learned the
importance of obeying God’s commands. During this time, the Israelites were able
to renew their faith. They returned from Babylon with a renewed focus on being
faithful to God (see below for Ezra’s prayer of confession).

Now, our God, what can we say in light of this? For we have abandoned the
commands you gave through your servants the prophets, saying “The land you are
entering to possess is an impure land. The surrounding peoples have filled it from
end to end with their uncleanness by their impurity and detestable practices...”
After all that has happened to us because of our evil deeds and terrible guilt -
though you, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserve and have
allowed us to survive - should we break your commands again and intermarry with
the peoples you commit these detestable practices? Wouldn't you become so angry
with us that you would destroy us, leaving neither remnant nor survivor? Lord God
of Israel, you are righteous, for we survive as a remnant today. Here we are before



you with our guilt, though no one can stand in your presence because of this.” Ezra
9:10-11, 13-15 (CSB).

Let us not lose hope. It's hard to see it now, but God has a plan for Malaysia. And it
is playing out as He has willed it to be. As for us - let us shine the light of God's love
during this turbulent time. As far as it depends on us, let us live at peace with
everyone (Romans 12:18) and overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21).

Prayer: Dear God, just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are Your ways
higher than our ways, and Your thoughts than our thoughts. And so, we commit
our country to You today. Though Malaysia is far from perfect, we want to thank
You for the nation that You've given us. Thank You for the abundance and peace
that You've blessed us with. Thank You that the national vaccination program is
progressing well. We pray for Your intervention Lord, that the pandemic will be
contained soon so that lives may go on. As for Your servants, help us to live at
peace with everyone and give us the strength and courage to overcome evil with
good. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Wednesday, 01 September, 2021

Title: So That Your Joy May Be Made Full!

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

“...Truly, truly | say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give
it to you. Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will
receive, so that your joy may be made full.” - John 16:23b-24

| remember at the beginning of this year, in my devotion about how | often woke up
in the middle of the night because | felt overwhelmed by the empathy for our
beloved brothers sisters who suffered from different iliness. In November 2020,
after having spoken to my mentors who both confirmed with burden and tears
telling me that our church needed to strengthen and revive the spiritual
atmosphere. With this confirmation and prayer, | trusted that it was God's will for
me to take the lead in the prayer ministry of our church. It was with fear and
trembling that | took on the ministry. As | started to pray and seek God's guidance,
HE moved me to form an intercessory prayer team. As a new pastor to the church
and followed immediately by the MCO lockdown most of the months, | hardly got to
know members in the church. Who can | call to serve as intercessors? In my mind,
intercessors must be someone with certain spiritual maturity and must have the
willing heart to pray for others. They are the volunteer soldiers who put on the
armour of God and stays in the gap for God's beloved people. | asked God, “Who
shall | call, my Lord? | do not know many of them well and definitely a lot less about
their spiritual life? " | started to approach some of the members | knew. One by one
they turned me down! | was very much discouraged with this “mission impossible”,
so | went back to my prayer closet and cried out to God for weeks. “What should |
do now?” Then the story of Jesus choosing His disciples came to me, so | decided to
lock myself inside my prayer closet every day for 4 hours to pray and wait upon
God until I have the name list. Within a few weeks, God brought to me 24 prayer
warriors. Most of them have been waiting for the call. Some of them already have
had their small prayer group, and they were eager and full of joy to join the team. It
is like the story in 1 King 19:18 where God reserved 7000 with clean hands and pure
hearts for Himself. The intercessors team officially started in on 25 February 2021.

Today, after almost 6 months of interceding and praying for various requests for
different ministries, church members, and their families with urgent needs, we have
seen many prayers answered by God! Some are not according to our expectations
because God has different plans. We grieve together with some, and we rejoice
with many. Most of all, we rejoice together and find ourselves drawing closer to
God and experience His greatness each day. It is like the verse in John 16:23b-24,
our Lord Jesus told His disciples, “...Truly, truly | say to you, if you ask the Father for



anything in My name, He will give it to you. Until now you have asked for nothing in
My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.”

| was once much burdened and full of weariness for our beloved brothers and
sisters. | was feeling so weak, helpless, incapable, and perplexed. Today, | am full of
joy and feel so blessed. Not only have my burdens been lifted up, but God has
brought in a team of prayer warriors to battle together with all of our leaders. | also
learned that there are more unsung prayer warriors in our midst, either they come
together to pray every Saturday morning, or pray on their own time alone or with
their small groups. Even our young people have formed their own prayer meeting
to uphold the church, the nation, and one another!

Indeed, when God answers prayer, HE makes our joy complete! How awesome HE
is! Praise be to our God!

Prayer,

Dear Father in Heaven, we want to praise You and bless Your name! You are a living
God and altogether powerful. Nothing we ask is too small or too big for You. Thank
You for always hearing our prayers. You, who created heaven and earth, are a great
God who will listen to our prayers! O Father, please help all of us to pray
unceasingly for Your church, Your kingdom and Your righteousness, and for others.
Open our eyes to see the things that break your heart so that we can bring it to You
in prayer. Give us the hearts that love and care for one another and for others as
You have loved them. Thank You Father. In Jesus’ name we pray.
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Thursday 2 September 2021

The Best for our Children.

Ps Mark.Tan

Mark 7:25-30

“Lord,...” Mark 7:28

As a father of two young children, there are times when | wonder: what can | do
that's best for them? So far the only things | can decide with certainty are: regular
Bible study and discussions with them and Boys' Brigade, of course. But for other
things, if it was difficult to determine before, it's even more difficult now with the
pandemic and the lack of vaccines for them. So which would it be? Home-school,
international school or government school? Should | get a music teacher now or
should I wait? What diet and activities would be best for her now?

In this morning’'s Gospel reading, we see a woman whose child was demon-
possessed. Being a Gentile in Tyre, there were sure to be temples to many gods,
witchdoctors, and soothsayers available for her to consider. As a desperate parent,
| wouldn't be surprised if she had tried them all for her child. Then one day, Jesus
was in town. Hearing the amazing things He has done before, including healing a
Jewish woman of her issue of blood in Mark 5, she does something that would
certainly have raised eyebrows in that politically charged environment. She asked
Jesus for help. In doing so she did three things:

First, she was honest of her situation (v. 26).

She didn't care about her social status, the politics between Jew and Gentile and she
was not afraid to lose face. She saw that Jesus could save her child, so she honestly
sought His help.

Second, she was humble while focused.

Jesus answering her while inferring her as a “dog”, didn't offend the woman at all. In
fact she completely understood what Jesus said - that He was trying to offer
salvation first to the Jews, meaning He would get to the Gentiles eventually.
Nevertheless, she was determined to help her daughter and even replied saying
“Lord,...even dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” She knew it was
unique for her, a Gentile, to ask for help, but she asked nevertheless.

Finally, she knew who Jesus was, calling Him Lord (v. 28). For her to refer to Him as
Lord was not brown-nosing Jesus. It was a genuine recognition of who He is: God
With Us, Saviour and Healer. So genuine was her faith, that Jesus recognised it and
said “for such a reply,... the demon has left your daughter.”

Times like this, | cannot help but be grateful for the many things He has already
provided: protection and providence for my family, and that His peace and



salvation is as Sure and Stedfast (BB motto) as ever. Therefore | know the best | can
do now for my family is this: be honest of my limitations, be humble and focussed
before God, and recognise that Jesus is Lord. | hope that the same will be for you
and your family as well as friends, and | pray that we remember daily like in the
good-old bluegrass hymn by Alison Krauss:

Many things about tomorrow

| don't seem to understand

But | know who holds tomorrow

And | know who holds my hand

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3rlzgX|BX0

Let's pray:

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in You with all our hearts; for, as You always resist the
proud who confide in their own strength, You never forsake those who make their
boast of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Friday, 3 September 2021

Title: “Our Father need not be nagged”
By: Ps Cheng Cheung
Luke 18:1-8

Luke 18: 7 And will not God surely see to it that justice is done to His chosen ones
who cry out to Him day and night, and will He delay toward them?

| have for a long time had difficulty with those verses relating to the need to pray
and thereafter, our prayers being answered. And things have not been made easier
by the pandemic. Since March 2020, when a routine set in (movement restrictions,
SOPs, daily covid numbers, job losses, and lately, political uncertainty, etc., etc.) our
prayers have centred around all these for the last seventeen months. | would not
blame anyone if the questions "When will it stop? Is God listening?” arose in one’s
mind. These have come up in mine as well, from time to time.

Doesn't God's word say God will answer? Of course, | realise now a major issue is
the importance of reading God's word in context and also to use a good translation.
These things matter.

| say, "l realise now” to my shame. | should have, long ago, but one is never too old
to learn.

Luke 18: 1 in the NK] reads " Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always
ought to pray and not lose heart”

What had the subject matter been in the latter part of Luke 17, the previous
chapter? The Kingdom of God. When Christ returns the Kingdom of God will be
revealed in its full power and glory. But Jesus pulled no punches. He warned the
people that prior to the ushering in of God's Kingdom, evil will flourish, and God’s
people will know suffering and persecution. We may not experience that in
Malaysia, but in recent days, many hotspots in the world have surfaced, and
Christians are facing injustice, mistreatment and even threats to their lives and
martyrdom.

| often wonder how | would have responded if | had been there to hear Jesus'’
description of what to expect in the last days. Would | have been in despair? Would
| have wanted to bail out? And indeed, how would | respond if my family and | are
Afghan Christians living in Kabul today?



So, Jesus now pulled them (the disciples) aside. His formula, in the face of
persecution and rejection is clear and simple: You always ought to pray and not
lose heart. One commentator even said: “’always ought to pray’ doesn't say it quite
strongly enough. Prayer is not something we are permitted to do if we please. The
word should be translated ‘must.’ ‘you must always pray and not lose heart.”” He
stresses.

The second half of the narrative starts with this appeal to our common sense,
almost like saying "Did you hear what the unjust / unrighteous / authoritarian judge
said? Rest assured, your Heavenly Father is nothing like that.” He does not need to
be nagged or badgered or manipulated into answering our prayers.

To add to our assurance, Jesus asks two rhetorical questions:

“Won't God give justice?” YES!

“Will He delay long?” NO!

And the wonderfully comforting word the Lord Jesus uses to describe us is we are
His “chosen.” The elect, children of the Father, partnering with Him to carry out His
purposes on earth. Will we pray persistently to that end? The ultimate question
posed "Will He find faith on earth?” is not about whether believers will fail, but
whether or not they will fail to pray.

My Prayer today

Heavenly Father, | confess the recent local political and global upheavals have
driven me close to the brink. God, help me turn my eyes on Jesus.

Strengthen my resolve to pray and help me understand what it means to cry out
day and night to You. Draw me closer to You and may hurts and disappointments
cause me to keep calling out to You in prayer.

In Jesus’ Name. Amen.



EARE

EHA, 20214983H

R BATMRRABEZ W BN

YEE . Kt EE

BE . BRALCEK

HN{EE18: 1-8

HBINEE18 : 7THMNEKER - BRI - tUARMIIR T2 - SEREAAMIIBEA

ﬁﬁ EREELR  H—EREERIPERTHREFERFERFIRNAELI - 241 -
XRNBIEHRAUSELR/ESS - B2020F3A LK, BXEEM (THEHIZ - 17
ERWRER - BHAERBRRAY - RUWIRSTINBUEABENSE ) Fiaschtm - &
MNEIZEZN 17 TAE-EEREXESHERE - OR—DANKEFZIXFRY D)=
HLRELE?"?" EHFREBRBW 2", EHFREIEM - AARTLBLIERNS
£,

ERBAZR EFENRE ? B4 - HAERRE— P EEW0BME M 1E EFIEEN
BEHENOHERRFHOAIETINEZE - XEEREEN,

FRERME, “BIERRE 77, BEXREZHNE  BE—DPAXKEAZAAXREMLA

F o

NKIIRA BB INEE 18 ; 10t E & : “BRERIR— P EEl - EEAREHS - AR -

—E-BIEE 17 ER+HNTAZTA ? LFNEE - SEEBXREN - EHOEN
EHEEMEENFIRIE 1EH|3@5&%961$ ANESAN]  ELEFHNEERIRZA - BES
BT ERNFRSENEENEE - RIVEDRALIERBLNEXMIER - BRI
JLK ﬁ??ttHfMTitF%%,ﬁ\uﬁi - BEEAEREAAX - 5% - E2EmAIXERY R

EE, MREEDERRFERERERAENSEN - HIWARN - HZLERE
CAABIB ? X MRBNRORAGZEEFERBMRNOETEERE - W
ﬁ&\iﬂﬁ?



FriA, ERERIMEEICMNA] (1)4E ) HZ—2 - BXESHFL - WJE’JE&TEE}%E%WEEE’J
CIRNZBEHS - ATKD - —URERERR  "EEHE REEABEL - X
ROZEER DA, “RBABEEHS - AID - "HanttssiE,

MEMEFHIZXFR - JVFRBERRITEIIA A E/FA DN/ EHETEBR T4
5272 1B0 - IREORRAZXFR] » "MAFTEZWRMN - EESIRIREINF ARV E

o

A CIEMEAIELD - BRER R L F AR &iE

"B LB AZBIKIEXS ? "= !

S IHERANG ? A !

FERSRARE AT VL FTE’Jﬂ B - HIZMRER", EE - B2RRHIILK - 5
e L - i EAmAR SR - RIS AULLEIF A @508 ? KRN0 RAZEEZES
=R ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%é%ﬂjﬁmo

SHMHE XX, BERNROOM S ECAMERNHELILHER VRN - 1@
B - SRR EOE B ERER - REBASSRORLD - HEIFHBEHEREIRFSKMENX » iEF%
AR - IEXEEEFKR L ERIFHBEENS S P ARTIEKIR, FERERAE - fI ],



Saturday, 4 September 2021

Title: Provoked!!

By: Wong Yoke Ming

Acts 17:16

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him
as he saw that the city was full of idols.

Oftentimes as Christians, we say, we must share the good news, but we are not
journalists and certainly not reporters. Read what the verse said of Paul - his spirit
was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols.

Paul's motivation to share the good news came from within him - not as a herald
who just proclaimed what others wanted to be proclaimed. It was a specific
pronouncement directed at the people in a city full of idols. Today, we do not see
only idols of deities adopted as gods, but also as idolatry from within the heart -
covetousness, greed, anxiety, materialism and the like.

Until we identify the ‘idols’ in our midst and feel the provocation within our own
spirit, how would we proclaim the ‘good news’ with the compassion of an “Apostle
Paul” and with the strength and perseverance of Spirit?

In the ‘darkening’ world of the first century (it was darkening compared to what the
deep darkness of today), Paul had to deal with either Jews or Gentiles. Today, the
“Gentile” faction has become a myriad of religious followings, atheism, pantheism,
gnosticism and more. Claims and proclamations of secularism threaten to drown
out every voice.

Therefore, before we even begin to be ‘provoked’, we need to identify the
‘provocateur.’ There are those that are still visible (in various places of ‘worship’) but
there are a lot of ‘gods’ that we may not recognize as ‘gods’ in our lives; the
insidiousness of sin is truly its craftiness. Then there is the Voice of Truth.

Just as Paul’s spirit within him was provoked, what battles within us (as also with us)
are the two spirits - ours and the Holy Spirit. “For from within, out of the heart of
man,” Jesus said, our temptations arise, our strongholds are built (or broken); we
are lured and enticed by our own desire. (James 1:14)

We need to learn who God is. Paul wrote that He is the Creator, He is the Sustainer,
He is the Ruler, He is the Father, and He is the Judge. (Acts 17:22-31) He gives us our
being, He sustains our being, He rules over us, and while He is our heavenly Father,
He also is the Judge (the One who brings condemnation). The only route to victory



is obedience to the Word. The Law given through Moses in the Septuagint (the Old
Testament translated to Greek) is called the “Ten Words.” (Gk. The Decalogue)

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

Within us, how deep is the seed of truth planted? How well do we hear the Voice of
Truth? These are the reflections that, individually, each one of us needs to battle
through.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, as Your followers, Your Spirit is within us as it is Your Truth. Let our
conviction come from the Spirit that will lead us into all truth. We pray and commit
this into Your loving hands. Amen.
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Sunday, 5 September 2021

Title: Sowing and Reaping

By Elder Bryan Lee ZE%&

Galatians 6: 7-9

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also
reap.

For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do
not give up.

Jose Racasa and Walter Nishioka first met at the restaurant in the Hawaiian
Radisson hotel on Waikiki Beach in 1998. Walter, 70 frequented the restaurant
every Wednesday and had been coming for 5 years now. The food was good but
the service was first class. Jose, 52 a Filipino immigrant was the waiter. Walter was
always kind and polite and at the end of every meal would generously tipped Jose
as a gesture of deep appreciation for the excellent service rendered.

Over the years both men had developed a strong friendship. As Jose served the
many meals to his friend he came to know that Walter was battling with kidney
disease.

Then one day Walter broke the news that he needed an urgent transplant. As time
was running out to find a matching organ, Jose offered one of his own.

Amazingly, the kidney was a perfect match.

“I am totally indebted to that man,” Walter said. “l was in dire need of a new kidney,
and the doctors said that it was unlikely that they could find a match in time. But
with a good man here, and a lot of help from above, now | am alive and well.”

The kindness, courtesy and generosity that Walter sowed as a guest at that
Hawaiian restaurant earned him much more than he ever imagined. A new kidney
was never on the menu. Jose was not only his server, “but also my savior” Walter
said. Walter had reaped bountifully.

Jesus says “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matt 5:16)

Thank God during this pandemic doing good works has also become a new norm in
our church. It probably started when someone took the first step to bring cheer to
somebody. It takes the love of God to make or order that meal and deliver to
someone in need. Or to make that call to someone lonely or shut-in. Love is
kindness in work clothes. As the song goes “It only takes a spark to get the fire

n



Now with the covid initiatives started, many more are getting involved to reach out
to those outside the church heeding the command of our Lord to let our light so
shine into a seemingly dark world made darker by this pandemic.

We thank God that in the midst of extreme restrictions we can reach out to the
poor and destitute.

We must be a church that reaches out. We must be constantly giving and serving.
We must be outward focused. Only then can we stay relevant to society as a body
of Christ.

Our little acts of kindness to those outside of our church walls will grow into a
passion for the unsaved. When we are faithful in little then we can be faithful in
much. We are serving the Lord when we do this.

The donation of money, time and supplies to the covid initiatives is an act of love
for God who so loved the world that He sent His Son to us. He loved us first so we
can love others. He gave us first so we can give. Our profession of faith is empty if
we are not engaged in good works. Faith without works is dead.(James 2:17)

| pray more in our church will get involved. Let us get the “fire of good works
burning.” Let us not be discouraged even if we face opposition from within and
without.

Doing what is right is not easy in this fallen world. God knows we can get weary
doing good deeds and that is why Paul exhorts us to always give ourselves to the
work of the Lord knowing that our labor is never in vain. (1Cor 15:58)

Jose Racasa gave his best as a waiter to the point of saving someone’s life. As
people of God saved by His grace and empowered by His Spirit doing good
becomes a norm. And so, Paul tells us in this passage to never grow weary in doing
good for in due season we shall reap. Keep sowing, my dear brothers and sisters.
Prayer

Lord, the fact that we are saved by your grace, we are of all peoples most blessed.
Help us to go forth and let our light so shine in this darkened world so they may
know you the only true God. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Monday 6th September 2021

Restoring A Brother With Love and Gentleness

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Galatians 6:1 “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should
restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.”

Only those who realize their own potential and tendency toward sin in their own
lives will have the humility that is necessary to help restore a wayward brother or
sister.

There was a member of a church board who had fallen into sin. The pastor called
together the other board members, and with love and compassion, he told them
the sad story. Then he asked them this question: “If you had been tempted as our
brother was, what would you have done?” The first man, confident of his ability to
withstand temptation, said, “I'm sure | would never have given in to that sin.”
Several others made the same statement.

Finally, the pastor addressed the question to the last member of the board, a man
the others respected as being deeply spiritual. “Pastor,” he answered, “l feel in my
heart that if | had been tempted and tested as he was, | would probably have fallen
even lower.” There was silence. Then the pastor said, “You are the only one who can
go with me to talk with our erring brother and try to restore him to fellowship.”

We must never take a superior attitude toward fellow believers who have fallen. We
must seek to lift them up with love, humility, and gentleness that comes from
knowing ourselves. Martin Luther says we must “run unto him, and reaching out
your hand, raise him up again, comfort him with sweet words, and embrace him
with motherly arms.”

If Peter, the chief of the apostles, could have denied our Lord three times after
being forewarned, how much more we lesser souls? Yet, our Lord in his grace and
mercy forgave him and truly restored and used him mightily on the day of
Pentecost. There is no sin so big our Lord will not forgive us if we truly come to him
in repentance. God will always forgive but sometimes we men don't.

Let me not judge my fellow men,

But understand them, Lord, and when
the casting of the stones begin,

Remind me of my many sins Vandegrift



PRAYER: Father God, none of us are perfect this side of eternity. Help us not be
judgmental when one of our brothers or sisters fall into sin. If not by your grace
and mercy, we would have fallen too. Help us, with love and humility, to reach out
to restore them back into your presence. You are a God who will never turn away
anyone coming to you for forgiveness. In Jesus precious Name we pray this, Amen.
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Tuesday, 7 Sept 2021

Title: Giving In Worship

By: Stephen Wong

Text: 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.”

Christians have great opportunities to serve the Lord our God through giving. All of
us, have in one way or another, been giving to God a portion of our income when
we were active in employment, business or investing. In addition, fellow believers
also contribute to worthy causes in and around the community in which we live.
Some have undertaken bold causes that are praiseworthy like giving scholarships
to students from less privileged backgrounds, or to causes like the Covid-19 Food
Aid project which is reaching out to many of the needy in Klang Valley these few
months. But what does God say about our giving?

How can we give our offerings in a manner that will please God?

First, giving is really a matter between us and God. We do not give regular offerings
to God via the church because we are compelled to. It is up to us to give regularly,
or not to give at all. We give our offerings through the church, because we believe
that the church is the body of Christ established by God, to proclaim the Great
Commission and this work needs financial support to be sustained. In our “old
normal”, we were physically present in church to worship God and to enjoy the
facilities for fellowship and bible studies alongside other wholesome activities. Yet,
in the “new normal”, we ought to maintain financial support so that the church can
continue her good work to meet the needs of the church community through the
Elders, Pastors, Deacons and other ministry helpers. Reaching out to the world
requires a physical presence in the world through our mission partners. Online
presence is never the same as being physically present. Our missionaries and
pastors make a difference by being present to share the gospel and offer pastoral
care. And workers and facilities must be paid for.

While the Old Testament prescribes a tithe or a “tenth” of what you earned to be
given to God, it is not so in the New Testament (NT) era. There is no prescribed
portion of our income in the Bible that we ought to give in this church age, though |
would support the notion that a “tenth” is indeed a good start to begin with. In
other words, you can give more to God after the 1st tenth. What is important is not



the amount of monies, that you give to God, but whether the giving is sacrificial in
nature. God is the best example of giving in John 3:16, where He gave His only
begotten Son so that all who believe in Him would not perish but have everlasting
life. It costs the triune God, the life of His Son, to redeem the world. Likewise, we
should learn to experience what it means to give sacrificially. It is painful, and we
must give up some of our wants and even needs, to be able to give more. Itis
important to give a “tenth” of what you earn from the beginning of your career so
that it becomes second nature to give to God every first week of the month. Now,
what happens when you cannot afford a tenth, or even two percent of your
earnings, as offerings to God because of poor income? You can still give your one
percent, or whatever amount you have purposed. Fix the amount and be faithful to
offer the gift to God, the moment you get your pay-check every month. Tell God
what you have purposed to give Him each month. In time, God will help you to give
more. It is certain that God does not want us to give till we are dependent on others
for our basic living requirements. That is not right, and we must have the correct
perspective. As we give, our personal and family needs must be considered as
priorities by us as a responsible parent or adult child. We cannot abandon the
needs of our families in the name of giving “corban” to God (Mark 7:11).

God accepts the gift from us whether it is big or small, so long as we give it
purposefully and with a cheerful heart (2 Cor 9:7). He knows our hearts and our
generosity with Him even as He has been generous with us. So, my fellow brethren,
do not fear but even as we start a new month with God, let us give faithfully of
ourselves and then of the first fruits of our labour. God will be pleased to see you,
in the midst of the multitudes from every tribe and tongue that bow down and
worship Him. God will help you in your offerings and pledges unto Him. He is the
wonderful God who provides for us in every circumstance. But what about the
unemployed Christian? We can talk about that in my next article.

Prayer

Our Heavenly Father, hallowed be Your Name, Your Kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from the evil one. Lord, we pray that we will persevere in obedience to Your
commandments to live godly and purposeful lives. As Your people, we offer
ourselves first to You as a living sacrifice and then the first fruits of our labour. We
pray that You will accept all that is offered with a sincere and grateful heart, and
may You bless it and make us even more bountiful in the coming weeks and
months. In Jesus's name. Amen
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Wednesday, 8 Sept 2021

Title: You belong

By Wong King Wai

John 8:35 - Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to
it forever.

The verse above was said during, what | can only imagine, a rather hostile situation
where the Jews of the day was challenging Jesus about His divinity and identity. Of
all the words spoken, this line speaks volumes about OUR identity in Christ and
how that identity is what makes us sons in God's family.

“Sons” here doesn't refer to males but signify the rights of a son. That include
females as well. Back then, ladies did not have many rights and mostly needed a
male representative to deal with things. However, both males and females who
believe in Christ are now called “Sons” because they both have the rights to
inheritance from the Father.

For a long time, | never felt like | belonged in any group. Even Christian groups at
one time. | recall feeling left out in many things and when | look back | realise |
didn't help myself by being rather awkward and needy (yes, yes, it seems so unlikely
for those who know me now, but believe me, | was). Thanks be to God for His
patience and for putting the right people, books and situations in my way to help
me along the way.

If you're feeling left out or finding it hard to feel a sense of belonging, remember
that Jesus felt that way before too. He understands what it's like to be different. And
thankfully, He has the answers to our problems and we just have to take our cares
to Him and ask Him for help. Sometimes it may seem like nothing is happening. Just
like in the book of Esther (the drama there is better than a K-drama, but | digress
...), you would see things happening but there wasn’t any mention of God; just
people living their lives and trying to figure things out as they went. But in the
background, God was working and so it is with you.

You belong to the family of God. You matter and are important in our Lord's sight.
Maybe you can't see that now, but hang in there. Some practical things you can do
is to call up the church to see if there is anyone you can speak to for counselling, if
you need it. Maybe you can call up a friend that you haven’t spoken to for a while to
touch base and catch up. Or maybe sing a favourite song and revel in the goodness
that God has brought into your life. Whatever you do, don't lose sight of who you
are in God and trust Him to see you through all things in life.



PRAYER: My Father in heaven, thank You for making me part of Your family and a
son of the Most High. Help me to remember that | have an inheritance and the
rights of a son in Your family and together, we can glorify Your Name, through
helpful deeds and prayers for those in need. Thank You for everything. In Jesus
name | pray, AMEN.
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Thursday, 9 September 2021

Title: Save Our Children

By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

According to a report by UNICEF, [1] “While the world has experienced many crises,
COVID-19 presents unprecedented challenges. Antonio Guterres, Secretary General
of the UN, suggests that the coronavirus pandemic is quickly turning into a
“broader child rights crisis”. Media coverage indicates an increase of domestic
violence and violence against children. It is abundantly clear that risk factors for
violence, abuse, and neglect are on the rise for children under containment. At the
same time, some COVID-19 prevention measures have abruptly cut children off
from positive and supportive relationships they rely on when in distress, including
at school, in the extended family, and in the community.”

World Vision defines child abuse as more than just physical trauma, it also involves
psychological trauma, child trafficking, child marriages, exploitation for profit, be it
child labour, sexual gratification, and in extreme cases child murder or religious
sacrifice [2]. They estimate 40.3 million adults and children are currently in forced
labour, sexual slavery, and forced marriage. Alarmingly, one in four modern slaves
is a child.

Children are a precious gift from God, and we are entrusted to love and care for
them. Jesus said, (Matthew 19:14 ) “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” But as
Christians we must open our eyes to the fact that child abuse and trafficking is a
real and present problem. We have a duty to protect those who are powerless to
defend themselves. As we do that, we remember that we fight against the powers
of evil that seeks to corrupt. Nevertheless, we remember the fate of those who
cause the innocent to fall into sin. Matthew 18:6 “If anyone causes one of these little
ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a
large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the
sea.”

Prayer

Dear Lord, Your Word calls us to hunger and thirst for righteousness — a
righteousness that leads to compassion. Lead us to this kind of faith that works to
make a better world for all children.
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. www.unicef.org/media/68711/file/COVID-19-Protecting-children-from-
violence-cabuse-and-neglect

. www.worldvision.org/child-protection-news-stories/matthew-25-
protecting-children-prayer
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Friday, 10 September 2021
Rest

By: Prathab V

Matthew 11:28-30

“Come to Me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take
up My yoke and learn from Me, because | am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for yourselves. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. ”

One of the things that attracted me to Jesus is the fact that Jesus never forced
anyone to follow Him. Jesus only persuaded all through his teachings and was
never coercive in His message of love and reconciliation to God the Father. It was
love in action while teaching the people about God the Father.

In doing so, Jesus was humble and showed love to both adults and children. Jesus
also accepted all kinds of ethnic groups - both Jews and Gentiles.

Even today, Jesus speaks through His Word, to everyone who humbly seeks the
Creator earnestly. Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forevermore. He hasn't
changed.

| am convinced that Jesus is the only hope for us. He is the only Messiah for
humanity. He is kind, gentle and knows full well the sufferings we go through daily.
He knows what weariness is all about because He Himself experienced it. Jesus
knows what burdens of the heart and sorrows are, as He also went through it, even
to the point of death.

Jesus promises to give us rest. He says his yoke is easy and His burden is light.

Today, let us surrender to Jesus and pray in faith. Are you weary? Go to Jesus. Are
you tired and frustrated? Go to Jesus. Have you been back stabbed? Go to Jesus.
Have you been misunderstood? Talk to Jesus. Seek Jesus with all your soul. Pour out
your heart to Him. He understands. He will encourage and comfort you. Jesus said
He will give us rest. So, just rest in Jesus.

Remember also that Jesus is coming soon. This morning, if you hear His voice, do
not harden your heart. Yield to Jesus and rest in Him.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, | am tired of running and moving away from You. | see suffering
and pain everywhere. But my heart tells me that You are the only hope and the



answer. | yield to Your Son Jesus. Please take charge of my life Lord. Help me to
focus and rest in You Lord. In Jesus' name, | ask. Amen.
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Saturday, September 11 2021

Title: Fill our hearts with goodness

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translation: Margaret Ong

Matthew 12:35 " A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth
good things,”

Here the Lord Jesus spoke of another principle, an important truth and that is, what
is filled in a person’s heart will be revealed externally. This is very natural. We can
know what is filled within a person from what a person says, does, likes, and
pursues naturally. So if a person is full of sin, then filth, pride, jealousy, greed, lust,
anger will also come out. He may suppress these, living in pretence for one
moment or once, but he cannot keep suppressing and pretending, because if he
does not vent what is filled within, he would not be able to withstand it, and in fact
he cannot help it.

Here we not only learn to know people, but also examine ourselves: What do we fill
ourselves with? Many people are filled with all kinds of unrighteousness, evil, greed,
and malice, and their hearts are full of jealousy, murder, rivalry, deceit, and hatred,
so that evil comes out of their hearts. But don't believers have these things in their
hearts? Wouldn't you say these things in your mouth? Are you not greedy or jealous
in your heart? Is there no competition or deceit in your mouth? Are there no
fornication or filthy thoughts at all? Don't you have some proud, arrogant ideas?
You are just afraid that it's useless to be known by others. The question is what is in
your heart? So first, purify your heart and empty the evil inside.

But the human heart is never empty, it always has to be filled. You emptied sin, it
will come in again, and it will give birth to itself, because you have the flesh, and you
live in a sinful world. There is only one way, and that is to fill your heart with good
treasure, with the Lord, with the Holy Spirit, with the Words of the Lord. In this way,
you can fill your heart, get rid of the sin and filth, and prevent them from coming in
again. If you allow sinful thoughts and ideas in it, Satan may be following in. Let's
take another look at what is full of our hearts? The world or God, lust or the Holy
Spirit, Satan or Christ?

Prayer: Dear Father, we want to thank you and praise you, bless your name! Pray
for the Lord to protect our hearts, renew our thoughts, and fill our hearts with the
Lord, with the Holy Spirit and with Your Words. Thank You for praying and asking, in
the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen!
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Sunday, 12 September 2021

Title: 1 can do ALL THINGS through Christ?

By Elder Yu Chin Shie

Philippians 4:13

“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” ESV

Philippians 4:13 is one of the most quoted and loved bible verses by Christians
according to one survey done recently. It is not difficult to see why. However, it is
also one of the most misunderstood, misquoted and misused bible verses.

All of us want to be able to achieve what we set out to do. It could be getting top in
our class, finishing the race first, get into the best university, secure the best job
and marry the person of our dreams, etc. Hence, Philippians 4:13 has been used by
many as motivation to achieve what they could not do on their own. This verse has
been printed on millions of key chains and t-shirts, cellphone cases and coffee
mugs. Many Christians recite the passage when they need to draw power from God
to defeat a formidable enemy or achieve a challenging goal.

One well known prosperity gospel preacher has this to say -

“Most people tend to magnify their limitations. They focus on their shortcomings.
But scripture makes it plain: all things are possible to those who believe. That's
right. It is possible to see your dreams fulfilled. It is possible to overcome that
obstacle. It is possible to climb to new heights. It is possible to embrace your
destiny. You may not know how it will all take place. You may not have a plan, but
all you have to know is that if God said you can ... you can!”

To understand the actual meaning of Philippians 4:13, we have to read the verse in
context as well as the background of Paul when he wrote the epistle of Philippians.

At the time Paul wrote Philippians, he was in prison in Rome awaiting trial for his
preaching of the gospel of Christ. It is likely he would end up being executed for his
faith. Although Paul had faced severe hardships, poverty, beatings, illness and even
his current imprisonment, in every circumstance he had learned to be content.

The preceding two verses of Philippians 4:13 bear this truth.

“Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in whatever situation |
am to be content. | know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In any
and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need.”



Many people have misused the verse and take it to mean you can do all things you
desire through Christ. When you take this verse out of context, you will think it
means doing anything you want. This is not true because God only fulfils the
desires of our hearts that align with His word. You can’t pursue ungodly desire (2
Tim 2:22) and expect God to strengthen you to fulfil them.

Instead of being defeated by difficult circumstances, Paul was telling his readers
that he could endure any and every circumstance because he has the strength that
only comes from Christ.

Certainly, as believers of Christ, we can have access to His strength. In John 15: 5 &
7 we read in verse 5, “l am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
Verse 7 reads “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you.”

As we spend time with Christ daily by reading His word and in prayer, we grow in
our relationship with Christ. We will know His will and be guided to pray with
confidence for requests that glorify His name - like courage to witness to an
unbeliever, wisdom and strength to serve in a difficult ministry and faithfulness and
joy in facing the Covid pandemic.

In conclusion, we are not to use Philippians 4:13 as a magical charm to claim God's
strength to achieve whatever our hearts desire. However, we can ask for God's
strength to be the salt of the earth and light of the world. (Matthew 5:13-14)

That we can be assured He will grant our request!
Prayer -

Heavenly Father,

Thank you that you have promised to be with us and will never forsake us. Help us
to abide in you daily to know Your will and be strengthened always to live our lives
for the glory of Your name.

In Jesus name,

Amen
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Monday 13 Sept 2021

Title: When Not to Wear a Mask.
By: Ong Hwee Soo
Matthew 6:1-4

In my Devotional on 23 August, entitled ‘Soli Deo Gloria’, we have seen in this text,
Jesus emphasizing that motive is all that matters when doing good works.

Public acts of obedience are virtuous and honourable but if they are performed
solely for the sake of public acclaim, there will be no reward from God (v 1).
Almsgiving (v 2) is one of the Jewish Pillars of Piety, the other two being prayer (v 7)
and fasting (v 16).

The religious leaders, particularly the Pharisees, gave to the needy in order to be
praised by the people (v 2). In this verse, Jesus uses the word “hypocrites” to
describe them. The original Greek word, ‘hypokrites’ referred to theatre actors who
wore masks to play various characters in a drama.

Jesus censured these religious leaders for a particular form of hypocrisy: doing the
right thing with the wrong motive. The word ‘hypocrite’ is used 16 times in the
Matthew Gospel, out of the 27 times in the New Testament, underlining Matthew's
theme of not wearing a mask in religious observances (especially Chapter 23),
rather practicing true faith. In this text, it characterizes a person whose actions are
intended to impress others (v 1-3, 16-18); whose focus is on the outward trappings
of religion rather than the inward issues of the heart (v16), and whose spiritual
verbosity conceals impure motives (v 5,7). In Matthew 6, the hypocrite stands in
contrast with the person of genuine faith, whose relationship with God is “in secret
(v4,6,18).

"

The phrase “in secret” is repeated four times in Matthew 6, underpinning the point
that our relationship with God is a deeply personal communion, a bonding of our
hearts to Him. Religion is not a matter of outward display.

Back to the Pharisees - the irony is that they had received their reward of public
and professional admiration, and that was all the reward they would ever receive.
Such fleeting human adulation precludes satisfaction of the deepest longing of the
human heart to stand approved by God in heaven who sees in secret.

Charity, prayer and fasting are supposed to be worshipful acts rendered to God,
never a show of self-righteousness to gain sycophancy. When Jesus admonishes,



“do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” (v 3), He is
highlighting that our motives for giving to God and to others must be pure.

In this passage, Jesus intends for us to understand that in His kingdom, relationship
with God must be real and intimate, unlike the ‘playacting’ of the hypocrites, who
perform their religious responsibilities to procure popular applause.

If you have not placed your personal trust in Jesus, may | encourage you to come to
Christ simply by faith, warts and all, without a mask. Indeed, you don’t have to hide
or run from God, instead you can run to Him for help and forgiveness. Certainly,
Christ forgives you of your past, no matter how dark it might have been, and gives
you a new life.

Since religion is not about externalities, genuine faith is not about wearing a
saccharine smile while in a state of spiritual dissatisfaction. It is not about putting
on our Sunday best, so our public persona masks the real situation of your private
spiritual life.

PRAYER:

Dear God, forgive us if we have covered our ‘wrinkles’ by our ‘cosmetic’ subterfuges.
Help us, Lord, come to You completely unmasked, and Live the Life of Genuine
Faith . Amen.
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Tuesday, 14 September 2021

Title: Be RENEWed!

By: Cecilia Tan BR1& %

2 Corinthians 4:16

“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is
being renewed day by day.”

Apostle Paul's life was marked by unrelenting and soul-sapping suffering. He was
mercilessly persecuted, whipped, beaten, stoned and left for dead, shipwrecked,
imprisoned, often hungry and thirsty, and faced all kinds of perils on land and sea
as he travelled extensively through the Mediterranean, bringing the Gospel
message to the Gentiles. Needless to say, he suffered in a way that is hard for us to
imagine.

Yet in Romans 5:3, Paul declared that he could “rejoice” in his suffering! What was
his secret? In 2 Corinthians 4.7 Paul revealed that it is the “all-surpassing power” of
God that sustained him in the face of overwhelming odds and unceasing opposition
to his ministry. This power, activated by God Himself through the working of His
Holy Spirit, enabled Paul's inner self to be renewed day by day.

How then can we be similarly renewed? By applying the key concepts embedded in
the acronym “RENEW":

“R"is for “Restore”

Psalm 23:3 “He restores my soul.” In the past 18 months, it is not only our
respiratory tracts that have been attacked by the covid-19 virus. Our souls have
been assaulted like never before! We have been sucked into the pits of fear,
anxiety, loneliness, hopelessness, helplessness, depression and grief. Many are
mourning lost loved ones, lost jobs, lost savings, lost security and lost relationships.
Suddenly our lives have been thrown into alarming disarray. We are like sheep
being evicted from the sheepfold where we are safe and protected.

But there is hope! Our Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ is right here with us,
fighting whatever we fear with His rod, and nudging us closer to Him with His staff.
He beckons us to draw near to Him. He wants to restore us. To bring us back to a
state of new strength and vigour. To rebuild, to repair, to recharge our worn-out
batteries. And so we will be restored if we will only follow Him closely, and allow
Him to strengthen us through prayer, through His Word, through others or through
changing circumstances.

“E" is for “Endure”
1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.



God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure
it.” We can endure suffering only because God gives us His strength to endure. He
is merciful and will not allow us to be tested beyond our strength. He knows if we
abide in Him, trials will never topple us but will top up our faith!

“N" is for “New”

Psalm 40:3 “He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.” Just as
God rescued King David out of many desperate life-threatening situations and put a
new song in his mouth, we can depend on our faithful God to deliver us when we
face insurmountable challenges. May we focus on cultivating a spirit of praise and
thanksgiving and look daily for something new to praise God for! In doing so, we
proclaim our faith in His goodness, faithfulness and power. Thus God is exalted and
our faith is strengthened and revitalized.

“E" is for “Entrust”

Psalm 55:22 “Cast your burdens on the Lord and He will sustain you.” All of us have
burdens to carry. Truly, only those in the cemetery have no burdens! Trials and
troubles can cripple our faith. Hence King David exhorts us to cast our burdens on
the Lord and leave them with Him, the great burden-bearer! Let Him assume full
responsibility for those burdens even as He sustains and upholds us.

“W" is for “Wait"

Isaiah 40:31 “But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.” To wait on
the Lord means to trust Him when a situation looks hopeless. Trust in His goodness
and perfect timing. Trust involves confidence in God's power to deliver and faith
that He will keep His promises. We are to never fear, only trust and obey.

No matter how big the storms or how rough the waves during this pandemic, our
Almighty God is with us. With our hand in His, we will surely soar to the heights like
the eagle! For He Who is the ALPHA and the OMEGA has got the Beta, Delta and all
other variants surrounded and defeated!

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, even the strongest humans get tired and weary at times but
Your infinite power and strength never diminish. You are never too tired or too
busy to help us in our hour of need. Your divine power is the source of our
strength. When we feel all of life crushing us and cannot go another step forward,
help us to turn our eyes on Your Son, our Lord Jesus in order that we will BE
RENEWED by the power of Your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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Wednesday, 15 September 2021

Title: Sweet Hour of Prayer

Eleanor Woo

Hebrews 4:16 “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (NASB)

Are you familiar with the hymn, Sweet Hour of Prayer by William Walford? It may
not be as well-known as Amazing Grace by John Newton, the slave trader who later
became an abolitionist, but the lyrics of Sweet Hour of Prayer is very meaningful
and | hope that the two verses | have chosen resonate with you.

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!

That calls me from a world of care,

And bids me at my Father’s throne

Make all my wants and wishes known.

In seasons of distress and grief,

My soul has often found relief,

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare,

By thy return, sweet hour of prayer!

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!

Thy wings shall my petition bear

To Him whose truth and faithfulness

Engage the waiting soul to bless.

And since He bids me seek His face,

Believe His Word and trust His grace,

I'll cast on Him my every care,

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!

Do we sometimes feel like we are carrying the weight of the world on our
shoulders, especially during these trying times? There are bills to pay, mouths to
feed, chores to complete and the list goes on. But, we can leave this “world of care”,
go to the Father’s throne, bare our soul to Him and He promises that He will give us
rest (Matthew 11:28).

In fact, praying first thing in the morning can set (or change) the tone of our day -
invite God into the day, ask His help in the challenging and difficult areas and turn
the daily frustrations into prayer prompts. We can “escape the tempter’s snare”
because praying puts God in the forefront of our minds. We are mindful that He is
with us! (I find this particularly true especially while driving and an inconsiderate
driver cuts into my lane, my tendency to react fizzles out.) Call upon Him to help



and we will find strength and joy even in the midst of our struggles and the
mundane.

We know that prayer is communication with God. To build a strong relationship
requires frequent communication, that is, the more we have quality conversations
with each other, the better our relationship will be. Likewise, with God, when our
prayer “wings shall our petition bear”. We need our frequent quality conversation
with Him. Pay attention to that still small voice, retrieve and recite memory verses
learnt and sense the prompting of the Holy Spirit.

| read somewhere that answered prayers are prayers prayed. God is waiting for us
to call on Him and He will answer (Jeremiah 33:3) in His time and His way. Calling on
God means engaging and encountering Him in prayer, for unless we pray how can
He answer? Therefore, Walford's lyrics which encouraged us to “... seek His face,
believe His Word and trust His grace”, is very apt.

William Walford was a blind preacher. He would memorise a huge amount of the
Bible which he quoted verbatim in his sermons. Some thought he had memorised
the entire Scripture, cover to cover. And he prayed. Sweet Hour of Prayer, was
published on September 13, 1845, which expressed the genuine joy Walford found
in prayer.

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank you that we can use the life-line of prayer to come
before You, the King of kings. Thank you for William Walford’'s hymn that points to
the blessings in prayer. Lord, we want to commit to spend time daily and regularly
with You in personal prayer, so that You can transform our day and our hearts.
Help us to make You a priority in our schedules. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Thursday, 16 September 2021

Title: What is a Christian Malaysian?
By Ps Mark Tan

John 12:31-36

This Malaysia Day, many of us are challenged with recent developments to ask the
guestion “What is Malaysia? What are we without being able to travel? What are we
when we cannot eat at our favourite eateries and savour diverse cuisines without
risk? What are we when our nation is going in a direction which we are
uncomfortable with? What are we when the definition of being a ‘Malaysian’ is
being challenged at our very core?”

The Christian Malaysian’s identity is guided by Jesus, our pivoting point, from whom
we draw a radius and head in a steadfast direction, ultimately back to Him. Today's
passage reminds us how we ensure that our identity is in Christ, thus keeping our
true “Christian-Malaysian” identity steadfast and not misguided.

Jesus is Judge (v31): Thinking of Jesus as Judge might seem unsettling to some. We
often think of Jesus as the all-loving Saviour who takes as we are without
condemnation; this is true and shall continue to remain true. In fact, Jesus as Judge
is actually very assuring to us as believers. Why? Because surrendering to Him as
Lord and Saviour gives us the assurance that we will always know and stand for all
that is right. The Christian Malaysian is assured and called to stand for justice and
for what is right.

Jesus is the Son of Man (v34): Jesus as the Son of Man basically means that God is
not a distant being that only cares for us from afar. For God demonstrates His love
for us: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). This makes our
God a loving and gracious God whom we can go towards for help and comfort in
our hour of need. The Christian Malaysian is assured of God's love so even when
there are times of intense hate and discrimination in our land, we have plenty of
mercy and love to go around in Jesus.

Jesus is our Light (v35-36): Jesus as our Light gives us confidence that no matter
how dark and lost we are in any circumstance, we will always be found in His
marvellous light. Jesus calls us to be the light of the world, to shine His light so that
they may see God'’s goodness work in us and in response, glorify our Father in
heaven (Matthew 5:16). The Christian Malaysian is never lost nor is he ever out of
God's sight. They bear the light of Jesus and are tasked to share His light in the
darkness so that the lost might be found.



Notice that the Christian Malaysian does not depend on any culture, merit or
content of their own work. They depend on Christ: His Sovereignty, Love and
Guidance. Only through trusting in Him alone do we become the best that our
country needs. Let us therefore deny ourselves, take up the cross and follow Him.
That is the best a Christian Malaysian can do.

Let us pray:

Almighty God, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross
that He might draw the whole world to Himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory
in the mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow
Him; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
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Friday, 17th September 2021
By Chow Ee-Tan &—#}
Seek Ye First

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you - Matthew 6:33 (ESV)

This is one of the most well-known verses in the New Testament. We are also
familiar with the SONg seek Ye First the Kingdom of God’ that consists of the
catchyHallelujah chorus'.

Personally, this verse speaks volumes to me. There had been times in my life that |
asked God for something and | believed that He would fulfill my wish. Sometimes |
got so desperate and prayed earnestly for it, as | thought that only He can and He
will make it possible. Looking back, | think there were times when | had
inadvertently treated God as a Genie.

A few years ago when | was again praying for something, this verse popped into
mind. The Holy Spirit reminded me that instead of seeking after the things of my
heart's desire, | should be seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
And when | truly seek God first then things will fall into place, by His mercy and
grace.

What does it mean by seeking God's kingdom first? According to a devotion on this
verse from devotableapp.com, it can mean at least three things:

Seek first the kingdom of God means trusting that He will take care of your needs,
despite how things look. When Jesus talks about how the birds and the flowers are
taken care of, how much more we can trust that God will take care of us - His
children. We don't need to worry about our cares or strive too hard to make
something work according to our wishes. We simply need to trust that He will come
through for us because He has said he would.

Seek first the kingdom of God means worshipping God in the middle places.
Anxiety stems out of concern for the future, a form of control that says we need to
have all the answers in order to feel safe. But true security lies in the middle place -
before we see God come through and before we see the provision. We can worship
God right where we are. If we approach God and believe that no matter what, He is
God and we want to see His Kingdom come to earth, we can worship Him.

Seek first the kingdom of God means noticing the work that God is doing in our
midst and partnering with Him. We should turn our attention outwards. Stop



focusing on our needs and fear that God won't provide (like | once did). We can take
our eyes off that need and instead, look up and look around. And we will notice that
God is already at work in us, in our family, in our community. We should ask Him
how we can partner with Him to bring His Kingdom to the people around us.

When Jesus spoke this verse during the Sermon on the Mount, it was after telling
His disciples not to worry and be anxious about anything in life, for God provides.
Indeed, God is our loving Father. When we seek His Kingdom first, He promises that
“all these things will be added to us'. “All these things’ do not mean our own
personal desires but whatever that we need in this life, and whatever God knows
that is good for us.

Now, whenever | have a desire in my heart, or an uncertainty in the future that |
want to bring to the Lord, | am reminded of this verse. It also reminds me to keep
the right perspective, that there is nothing on earth more important than seeking
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. After all, our Heavenly Father
knows us better than ourselves. So we can submit everything unto God and trust
that He will provide, according to His will and His timing.

Prayer: Father God, | have sometimes magnified my worldly concerns and worries,
and | have prayed and asked for things out of my own personal desires. Forgive me
for my short-sightedness, and forgive me for my little faith. | want to commit myself
to You again and | want to seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness. For |
know that You love me and have my best interest in heart. Help me Holy Spirit to
always put God first in my life, and the rest | will leave it to Him. In Jesus’ name |
pray, Amen.
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Saturday, 18 September 2021

Title: Not Understanding, Yet Obey (John 21:3-12)

By: Chan Yew Thai

The context of the above passage is Peter wanted to go fishing and invited the rest
to join him. They were all fishermen by trade. With the death of their Master (Jesus),
they might be thinking of returning to their previous occupation. After whole night
out in the sea, they caught nothing. Early in the morning as they were calling it a
night, Jesus instructed them to cast their net on the right side of the boat. Following
His instruction, they got a big catch.

When | read the above passage, | wondered why there was no protest from Peter
and friends. They fished the whole night and caught nothing. Being experienced
and professional fishermen, they knew what they were doing. Could it be they were
in a state of despondency and did what they were told? They were at their lowest
point after the death of Jesus, more so for Peter who earlier claimed that he would
lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:37), but denied his Master thrice when facing the
challenge; were they just being obedient even if they did not understand? At the
time when they threw their net to the right of the boat, they had not recognised
that it was Jesus who was talking to them (v 4). When they followed Jesus’
instruction, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

Then, John recognised Jesus and told Peter that it is the Lord. When Peter heard
that, immediately he jumped into the water and waded towards Jesus. Jesus met
them on the shore and asked them to bring some fish and to join Him for
breakfast.

In life, many times we encounter such situation, especially when we are at our
lowest point. We may be told or may have a hunch to do something, but do not
understand why. Should we follow our intuition and obey, we may in retrospect
find that it is the correct thing to do. This is when we have prayed over it for some
time. Our faith and obedience may be tested at times and it is at these times that
we really learn and experience the faithfulness and goodness of our Lord Jesus:
when we obey without understanding but still submit totally. Our Lord knows our
needs and encourages us when we most need it.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your love and faithfulness. You know us and our
needs and meet us when we most need it. May You open our hearts, eyes and ears
to be sensitive to Your presence and prompting. Help us to obey even when we fail



to understand and submit to Your leading and guiding. In Your mighty name we
pray. Amen!
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Sunday, 19 September 2021

Title: Time for Everyone

By Elder Tan Seng Kee

Bible Verse: Matt 10:8 b “...Give as freely as you have received.”

At the end of my 2nd year studies at a local Malaysian university, | was required to
do a 3-month internship with a local organization related to my field of study. A
neighbor of mine then got me the internship position and | remembered clearly
walking into the Bangkok Bank building in Chinatown, Kuala Lumpur on my first day
of reporting to work.

| was concerned with what is expected of me and at the same time loaded with
trepidation as this was the first time in my life | was going to work in an office with
strangers, all qualified in their respective field of expertise. | was quickly shown
around the office and assigned a desk and given a file to read. It was a tenancy
agreement file.

| don't remember anyone coming up to talk to me that morning nor did I try to be
friendly with anyone. Soon it was lunchtime and most of the lights were switched
off and the office staff quickly filtered out in pairs and groups to the many coffee
shops in the Petaling Street vicinity. In the brief stammering darkness of the floor, a
staff member in the office came up to me and asked if | wanted to follow her out
for lunch. | remembered the corner coffee shop was diagonally across the office
building and that afternoon, | had beef noodle soup for lunch.

That incident was almost 40 years ago but | could remember it because it was an
act of kindness shown to me by this kind lady. | am not sure whether this kind lady
was a Christian then. Today, she is a disciple of Jesus and she greatly inspires,
motivates and encourages many other Christians to live lives worthy of their calling
as a Christian.

Jesus in the Gospel had time for everyone. He called out to the repentant tax
collector on the tree, stooped down to draw a line in front of the adulterous
woman, sat on the mountainside to teach the crowds what to expect in the
Kingdom of heaven, called each of the Apostles by name from their respective
station in life, answered patiently the questions of the rich young man, visited the
home of Mary and Martha, healed the leper, visited the family whose loved ones
had died and had time for a little child.

It is not difficult finding people to rejoice and celebrate with and often after that we
forget the occasion and even the people who attended the celebrations with us. It is



however not so easy to have people to mourn together with and to suffer alongside
because we naturally rather gravitate towards happy times than sad.

In this very difficult time and for the many foreseeable challenging days ahead, we
should find more time to observe, care and come alongside people in need. Jesus
calls us to a sacrificial lifestyle not detached from the world but to be in the world. A
phone call, an expression of care, a helping hand or an offer of help could mean a
world of difference for a person struggling to stay afloat in this pandemic.

As a church, we were thinking whether we could scale down PBC Covid Relief
Initiative only to be told that personal recoveries are not there yet and many help
organizations are still inundated with calls for help. If God “cares so wonderfully for
wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, ..."” (Matt 6:30),
then not only we should trust and have more faith that God will certainly care for
us, but we should also care for others as well.

In the final analysis, people will remember us more for the time we set aside to be
with those in sorrow and sufferings than for our presence at their parties and
celebrations. An act of kindness with words and actions will stand out more than
the presents and gifts. A pronouncement of a blessing from God for someone may
mean more and have greater effect than we can imagine. Let us all consciously be
instruments of God to be a blessing each day of our life.

Prayer:

God, help me to care and love the way Jesus would. Teach me acts of kindness that
mean more than the money we can give and finally help me to be a blessing to
someone in need. In Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.
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Monday 20th September 2021
Life-Changing Grace

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

An Encounter with Christ

2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone,
the new has come!

William James, Harvard University’s famous professor of philosophy and
psychology, once said that after age 30 we become set like plaster and never
change. But he was wrong. We can and do change.

John D. Rockefeller had become the world's only billionaire. But he was a miserable
man who couldn’t sleep, who was unloved, and who needed bodyguards. Then at
age 53 he was stricken with a rare disease. He lost all his hair, and his body became
shrunken. He was given a year or so to live.

Rockefeller started thinking about eternal issues, and suddenly he began to change.
He gave away his money to help churches and the poor. He established the
Rockefeller Foundation, which has under-written critical health research. His health
improved, and contrary to the doctor’s prediction, he lived to be 98.

Author, pastor, and onetime atheist Lee Strobel said in one sermon: How can | tell
you the difference God has made in my life? My daughter Allison was 5 years old
when | became a follower of Jesus, and all she had known in those 5 years was a
dad who was profane and angry. | remember | came home one night and kicked a
hole in the living-room wall just out of anger with life. | am ashamed to think of the
times Allison hid in her room to get away from me.

Five months after | gave my life to Jesus Christ, that little girl went to my wife and
said. “Mummy, | want God to do for me what he’s done for Daddy.” At age 5! What
was she saying? She had never studied the archaeological evidence regarding the
truth of the Bible. All she knew was her dad used to be this way: hard to live with.
But more and more her dad is becoming different. And if that is what God does to
people, then sign her up. At age 5, she gave her life to Jesus. God changed my
family. He changed my world. He changed my eternity.

Of course Rockefeller and Lee Strobel are not the only two. As a Pastor, | have
heard scores of testimonies and witnessed with my own eyes how God had
changed lives that seemed impossible. Someone had said apart from the greatest
miracle of our Lord'’s resurrection, the second greatest miracle is a changed life.



Zacchaeus gave half his possessions to the poor and repaid four times those he
had cheated after his encounter with our Lord (Luke 19: 8). Paul turned from a
persecutor of Christ to a preacher of Christ. No one, who truly had an encounter
with Christ, will not have his life changed for the better.

Of course, we are not talking about a sinless or perfect life. There is no such life this
side of eternity for anyone. But, to use a theological term “sanctification”, by putting
itin laymen’s words, is to sin less and less and become more and more like Christ
as our days go by. It's a process all through our life until we come face to face with
our Lord. If you have not had that encounter with Christ, pray to have one. If you
want a changed life - only an encounter with Christ can do that: “if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, we want to thank you for changing our lives for the better
since our encounter with you. Help us to live our lives striving daily to be more and
more like you. We know we will never be perfect this side of eternity, but like Paul
we can one day say proudly: | have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, |
have kept the faith. For those who have yet to have an encounter with you, we pray
you will reveal yourself to them as you did to Paul on the road to Damascus. In
Jesus precious name we pray, AMEN.



HERESHS

BARIR

24—, 202149H20H

Rl . R EmR R

WAL REEHRD

B RO
[(5&EERE]

HMEEHSFEN7 T AU, MRAANEREE, thMEHNENA ; BEEZTE - RE
- BRI R HTRY L !

B ERET (William James) , IBHXFEZHNTFMOEFER T LT - 305 UG
- RIMEAE—HEE - KARE - BhfE 7 - HM]ITUMBEBELZRE,

AF-D-7&5IEH (John D. Rockefeller) AT LE—RICHES - BMHZ—PEEA
EHOIRA - TAZE - FERE - 5350 - MR L7 —ENRER - SR ZER
B BURUESR 7 - kR —F LA,

BIEIEY (Rockefeller) FrinBEKIERIOIE - RARBMFFIENE - T8 L E=FHE)
HEMBA - 2 F RAGBEEMRNBRFNEESS - INRFERNREBEE - 56
ERFNER - tER] 7 98 %,

ER. BITHBLZLHIEERIZF LH1E (Lee Strobel) HE—RHEDR : ELTH
SRR EFERNEDPAEAINE ? IRMANIHRIEREERN - A LIFFFR (
Allison) 5% ; 385 8, MAAfBEMNRE—1MRELEFMRRNE - HICTE—
Rig EOFIXRE - BANERNORE - REFTHE LR 7 — N - BRISFFR (
Allison) A 7#FHmIRELEEEREE - FHREIREE,

am

ARFEGBRAEAKEELNARG - BNV NZZEREFR - "BIR - RFEZELHTAR

AN EEMI—1T) - " F5 %5 | ERTL ? MNRKHRITBEREZLETENEGIE

& - RANBEH KB LZXFRY : ELEA ; BHARELF[HREAR - WRXH
LB AFEAY - BRALHTIIAIE - 5508 - B S anEtss 7 ERER - E/HRE
THBRE - MoE 7 RAIEFT o e S RAIKIE,



L8R, B3EFH (Rockefeller) F#1ZF-H451# (Lee Strobel ) HALRNBEWAD - 1A
Bm - BRITTRZIIE - FIRERE 7 EFWERT T BEUAOERNER - BAWR - RT7R
MNEEFNERRBB I - E_NERANBBREEBRE - BIZSRNWERBSE -
M —H#MW D RS A - HOEEEMBWIENA (BIES F19E8T ) - REMNE
BERNBEEERTHEENHESE - NEESEEHEBENA  EHhinaTB8EH,

BR, EMNARERIECTFENENEmD ; £t EXBERUAAXENEm - BZE - £H
BEARE Ekx BBER - MEEERNVHF—RXRITE - LFEERBD - BEHXR

BEEE X2 TMRFRIN—ENEE  BEIRMNSEEXNE - URCEXBSEEES
A X HE’VFH Yﬁ’kﬁ——/\ﬂE - MREB/E—PHEWALE - RESEBHEY geiZ
X— “MRAANEEEERE, huHENA . BREELTE - RE - SERHAI 7 1"

HE SRR - RZRGR - BENKMNSHBEER, ENNEDEREXY - %
BBANEBRENMEFHREER - RIMEEL ER(IKEZAZTSE - BE—XEA(]Y
DERE—HFESEMR  BEFRINRELIIE 7 - SBNERELBERY - FifERER
BETE S - BBERBARSHEBRIIA - BOVFORKRIEOMNZEI - BREASTEBE LMD
RE R - FEHREFRRIRSGS - FI1,



Tuesday, 21 September 2021

Title: Why is God Not Helping?

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Job38:36

“Who has put wisdom in the inward parts or given understanding to the mind?”
One of my most painful moments was when | got a message from my mother
informing me that my father had passed on in hospital. He had been in hospital for
over a month and we (and other friends) had been praying for his recovery. When
the death certificate was finally issued, the cause of death was stated as
“nosocomial infection” which meant my father’s death was caused by a separate
infection while recovering in hospital. Ironically, the very place where he sought
relief was also the place that had caused his death.

When painful moments come into our lives, we are often told to pray to God to
seek mercy. We are told that God has the power to heal. The Jehovah Rapha, the
God who heals. But all too often, we find that God does not answer our prayers.
And honestly, | find myself questioning God and being angry with Him. I am
annoyed that God does not respond to my pleas for mercy or answer my questions.

Job was exactly in this same position and without a doubt, he had the right to
qguestion God as he was a righteous man and even in his suffering, he did not curse
God. In Chapters 29 to 31, Job asserts his innocence and demands that God
explains the injustice that he sees is happening to him. When God finally responded
to him in Job chapters 38 to 41, God takes Job on a virtual tour of the universe and
asks Job questions on how every detail fits together - the sunrise, the habits of
animals and plants. Indeed, God's response has more questions than answers. In
essence, God tells Job that Job has only a limited perspective of God’s world and
that God is in fact, in control and is aware of every detail.

| sincerely believe that if you are going through heartache and pain, God invites you
to bring your grief to Him and that He indeed cares for your every need. As our
Father, He will not give you a snake if you ask for a fish and neither would He give
you a scorpion if you ask for an egg (Luke 11:11-12). Yet, the challenge for us is to
continue to trust even when He seemingly does not respond.

We may have to be satisfied - that this side of eternity - we will not get all our
answers and like Job, we need to trust in a God that is timeless; an all knowing,
compassionate and loving God. Perhaps, maybe perhaps like Job, questions do tell
us more than answers could ever do.

Prayer:



Father, You are truly an infinite God and we ask this day that You give us a sense of
Your majesty and greatness. In our own little world, sometimes we fail to
acknowledge that You have the big picture and we are truly sorry. So, help us to
trust that You are a God who cares, who listens to us, who shows Yourself to us;
and even in grief and pain, You are there for us. Amen.
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Wednesday, 22 Sept 2021

Title: Let the child in you be free

By Wong King Wai

Philippians 3: 13b - Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead

Sometimes, we get caught in the cycle of self-condemnation and self-incrimination
because we have done something terrible in the past. While Paul did do many
horrible things in his past, he realizes he cannot focus on what he cannot change
and turns his focus on the things he can change and do, with God’s help and
strength. Moreover, the end goal of being with God keeps Paul motivated to do all
he can for God's glory with a positive mindset. He also does not dwell and wallow in
condemnation for his past mistakes. He has forgiven himself and found his
purpose.

If you struggle to let go of the past and need help to love yourself and to accept
yourself, you might want to do this simple exercise. Firstly, find a childhood
photograph of yourself, when you were below 12 years old. Then find a quiet place
and study the photograph intently, noticing every detail of the child in the
photograph. Next, close your eyes and imagine this child in a happy and wonderful
memory. If you can't find an actual memory, make up a situation.

In that memory/scenario, pay close attention to what the child is doing, follow the
child wherever he or she goes, notice the expression on his/her face. Then imagine
the adult you in the scene, and you and the child (which is also you) playing
together and spending time together. After some time, imagine you and the child
facing each other and you two hugging. Feel the love and compassion for this child.
Then slowly see the child merge into you and let the love and compassion sweep
over you.

After a while, open your eyes and stare at the photograph again. Then, on a piece of
paper, complete sentences that start with “I am....” (for example, | am happy, | am
powerful etc). Write as much as you like. After you have run out of ideas, study each
sentence. Each of them describes your true essence, the pure “you” before the
world corrupted your view of yourself.

Take time to reflect and think about what is revealed and ask God to help you to
start living your life based on who you are, who God has created you to be. Review
the list regularly to help you keep moving forward in life and do what God has
placed in your heart to serve Him so you can glorify and honour Him.

God bless you and keep you, God shine His face upon you and give you peace.



PRAYER: My Father in Heaven. Thank You for being my God. Thank You for giving
me a second chance. Help me to know that | have been forgiven of all my sins and
that You do not hold them against me and neither should I. Guide me to serve You
and to honour You in all that | do. Thank You for everything. In Jesus name | pray,

AMEN.
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Thursday 23 September 2021

Title: | see people, they look like trees walking (Mark 8:24)

By Choong Yoon Tong

Mark 8:22-26 narrates a strange healing incident in Bethsaida, a town Jesus had
rebuked for their unrepentant hearts despite seeing many miracles (Mt 11:21). For
the only time, the healing appears unsuccessful. Jesus spit on his eyes and laid
hand on him but the man only regained blur vision, seeing people like trees
walking. No, it was not that Jesus’ power had left Him momentarily. The blind man
was brought in by others who appeared to be more eager for the healing than the
patient himself. Jesus was patient and led him away from the village of the doubtful
and sinful crowd that He may reveal His power to him personally. The blind man’s
unbelief probably was the cause that he was not healed completely at first. Jesus
was merciful to touch and heal him again.

In a subsequent event at Jericho, another blind man, Bartimaeus, who had faith in
Jesus cried out for His attention. Without touching him, the beggar recovered his
sight because his faith has made him well. (Mk 10:46-52)

Intercalated between these two events, the disciples’ faith was shallow like the first
blind man, despite following Jesus all this time. They could not understand His
prophesy of death and resurrection (Mk 8:31-38, 9:32). They were dumbfounded by
the transfiguration, faithless to cast out demons (Mk 9:18-19), squabbling about
who was the greatest and wrongly restricting children from coming to Christ.
Despite the personal touch from Jesus, they were like the first blind man who saw
people like trees walking; they could not see clearly who Jesus was nor understand
His plan of salvation.

Without faith it is impossible to please him. We must have faith like Bartimaeus, the
beggar who cried out to Jesus, “Lord have mercy on me, let me recover my sight.”

Prayer:

Dear Lord, let not the current depressing pandemic and economic situation blind
my faith in You. Open my eyes that | may continue to trust in You; knowing that You
are sovereign and have greater plans for Your kingdom and Your people beyond
my perception. | trust You and bless You Lord. May You also heal this nation that
those spiritually blind will receive their sight and turn to You for salvation. Amen.
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Friday, 24 September 2021

Hold on

By: Sally Cheong

John 21:6 The disciples ” were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. “

Sometimes we just can't hold on.

Like Job, we complain bitterly and not without cause perhaps. Job was enduring
great mental depression. He had reason for his sorrow. He was struck with sudden
poverty and bereavement. His children had died unexpectedly. All his wealth and
possessions had been taken away. He had no comforts left. He was tried to the
utmost.

Job lamented to his friends, " | do not moan or complain without cause. If | still
enjoyed my former comforts, even a little of them, | will not murmur. But | am
grievously afflicted.” He lost the care to breathe. All his zest for life was gone. “Why
was | even born?” He asked.

Are some of us feeling like that now?

Job was faithful. God said he was. We dare not claim to have the righteous life of
Job but to all intents and purposes, some feel they have not transgressed so heavily
to warrant such afflictions as now. Discouraged, frustrated and angry, Job did not
curse GOD but he demanded answers from the Almighty.

He just wanted to know why.

We know God answered him at the beginning of chapter 38 of the Book of Job. Not
to satisfy his fancy of insight into Divine counsels but to knock him back to his
senses. GOD asked Job 64 questions. At the end of it, all the wind that was blowing
in Job’s heart and mind to ruffle and shipwreck his faith died down. When GOD
condescends to answer our foolish questions, we can only remain silent. We come
to realise the fullness of the fool residing in our bosom. Job fell on his knees and
repented. He was blessed thrice over for all he lost and he lived to see his great,
great grandchildren.

Job lived way before Abraham. Is there something in the gospel for us today?

Yes.



In John 21, we learn that the disciples had returned to fishing after the death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, their closest friend and Master. They were waiting
for the appointed time to meet him at the hills in Bethany. Meanwhile they decided
to do what they used to do - fishing.

The whole night they caught nothing.

It was a long night. The pandemic is like a long night out at sea. The disciples
worked diligently. They threw their nets to the left and to the right side of the boat
countless times. Still no fish. Nothing. They were seasoned fishermen, not novices.
Confusion and discouragement set in.

It is dawn and the net is still empty. What is happening? The world resorts to
desperate measures for desperate times. Do Christians do the same?

Sudden destitution wrecks lives. It makes men cry. We have not the faith of the
prophet Habakkuk who rejoiced in the Lord of his salvation even though the olive
harvest fails and the barn is empty. We are lesser beings.

Then they saw someone standing at the shore. Watching them. They couldn't quite
recognise him. When we are depressed, our minds are fuzzy and our eyes of faith
are blur.

He asked them if they caught any fish. If someone else had asked them, they would
have blown up. But it was the voice of GOD. They answered no. The Lord then said,
" cast your nets to the right. " The power of that command led to immediate
obedience. They cast their nets to the right.

Lo and behold! There was such a miraculous draught of fishes splashing here and
there that they could not draw them in. Such a multitude of fishes!

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ” It is the Lord! “
Prayer :

O Lord our God! We long for that multitude of fishes to come our way. It has been a
very long night for many of us Lord. We are grievously afflicted and we do not
understand why.

We want to believe O Lord that it will all end well for us, those who love You and
walk close to You. Help us overcome our unbelief in times like these. We have been



out at sea too long now and our nets are empty. Tears fill our eyes and we can't see
You clearly on the shore.

Hurry Lord to shorten our sufferings and restore to us the joy of our salvation. Let
us hear Your voice, " cast your nets to the right. “
For we ask this in the precious Name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Saturday, September 25, 2021

Title: God listens to prayer

Author: Pastor Andrew Lim

Translation: Margaret Ong

Everyone knows to pray to God, because they firmly believe that God loves them
and cares for them, so they will pray to God earnestly for certain things and express
their distresses and worries in detail. However, some people feel very depressed
because their prayers have not been answered. Sometimes wonder why God
seems to have done nothing? Did God listen to my prayer seriously? Many people
may have such doubts: “I have prayed wholeheartedly many times for something.
Why does God not comply with my request? What is keeping God from responding
after I've prayed for so long?” Why is God like this? Is your prayer answered in
accordance to your wish? In fact, it is not that God did not hear our prayers.
Sometimes, it is because God needs time to wait— wait for us to transform, or
when our time is up, He will bless us with the gifts that are already “prepared” in the
most suitable way with the right timing. Just as a child saw his father driving a car,
he wanted to drive also. Dad would definitely not let him drive at that moment. If
he got the car so young, he would for sure get into a serious accident, so his father
waited until he grew up and had a driver's license. Only when he was mature
enough to be trusted with a car.

God will hear everything, including our prayers. Because He is God. God is
omniscient, and He has perfect knowledge of everything (Ps. 139:1-4). The question
is not whether God is aware of every prayer, but whether God decides in our
prayers whether to respond to them immediately. God wants us to pray. He
created prayer. Prayer is a way of communicating with God so that we can enjoy
intimate relationship with Him (Revelation 3:20), confess our sins to Him (1 John
1:9), and “call upon Him in the day of trouble,” (Psalm 50:15), to enjoy His presence
and protection, and to enable us to fully obey the will of God because we
understand His love and will for us (Jeremiah 29:11-12; Luke 22 :42.) There is a kind
of prayer that can definitely be answered. It is the prayer of repentance. When we
willingly cry out to God with honest, humble and repentant heart, He desires to
make us righteous and to forgive our transgressions.

The promises of the Bible give us confidence that God will listen to people’s
prayers. Because Jesus said: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is there among
you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?Or if he asks for a fish, will
he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your



children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask Him!” (Matt 7:7~11). God, our Heavenly Father will definitely prepare
all the best things for those who ask him, but when “the hour has not yet come”, if
the prayer insists on asking for it, the bread you want may turn into a stone, and
the fish you desire may turn into a snake that bites people.

What is really certain is that we can come to God at any time, talk to Him or pray to
Him. No matter the answer is: “Positive”, “Negative”, “Wait", He will always answer.
God also promises that He will not let anything happen to us indiscriminately, but
what can happen to us, even if everyone thinks it is bad, He can make it the most
beneficial to us. Because the promise of the Bible is: “No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the
way of escape, that you may be able to bearit.” (1 Cor. 10:13) “And we know that all
things work together for good to those who love God, "(Rom. 8:28 ) So do not
underestimate the purpose of God putting us through the mill.

When we make decisions for the sufferings or difficult problems we face in life, God
is absolutely capable of helping us to get rid of our challenges, but God's spirit will
not make decisions for us. He allows us to act according to our own wishes, and
God will give us enough wisdom and ability to face them. The Bible promises “Fear
not, for | am with you, be not dismayed, for | am your God, | will strengthen you.
Yes, | will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” (Isaiah
41:10)The Holy Spirit will guide us, help us understand the principles of the Bible,
and teach us how to put the principles into practice, respond positively to ordeals
and make the right choices and decisions.

The Bible assures us: “For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and his ears
are open to their prayers.” (1 Peter 3:12 )Therefore, Jehovah God listens to the
prayers of the righteous, whether they pray loudly or pray silently in their hearts.
God does not despise our every prayer, we have to wait for God's time, when the
time is right, God will help. You don't have to shout to Him in prayer, He knows your
every little fear. Before you pray, he already knows your mind and thoughts. When
you face Him alone, you can even cry as you pray, and God will not despise it; you
can find the answer in His words; this is true because He walks with you.

Prayer: Dear God, thank You for allowing me to give you all my worries and troubles
so that | can be released. You know every tiny fear in me, so | do not need to hide
from You, even if sometimes | will still be suspicious in prayer. You still listen to my
spoken and unspoken prayers. Help me believe that You will keep Your promises.



Thank You for listening to my prayers. Thank You and | pray in the holy name of the
Lord Jesus. Amen.
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26 September 2021
by Abraham Verghese
Struggling with doubts

Mark 9 : 24
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
Read Matthew 11:2-19

One of the hardest things about doubt is admitting it is there. Doubts often start
small. Yet one question quickly leads to another. Does it make any difference
whether we pray or not? After all if God is God does He not already know? Does
God bother to hear? Does God hear? Does God care? And finally, is God even there?

Atheists let their unbelief hang out while we keep ours hidden. How can you admit
to doubt if you are a Sunday school teacher, a care group leader, or employed by a
Christian organisation? How can you speak of unbelief when you are part of a
family of “believers”?

Such doubts do exist. Just like unwanted weeds, doubts grow when left unattended.
If we don't face them head on, they will soon overwhelm us.

| grew up in a Christian family with parents who were well established in the
Christian faith . At the age of 15 however | began reading a “Christian” magazine
and some books that challenged some of the biblical doctrines . With no proper
organised study of the Bible and limited prayer life, | soon over the years became a
loyal member of a church which on hindsight was an off track cult. When the then
off track church realised some of their errors and started changing for better, |
became disillusioned and went off tangent into more questioning and disbelief.

God is faithful. By the grace of God, He led me back into fellowship with believers.
This journey has set me more established in spirit and in truth of Lord Christ Jesus
than ever.

In Matthew 11: 2-19, John the Baptist while in prison sent his disciples to Jesus with
a question : “and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” As John languished in prison, did he struggle with confusion? John had
the privilege of baptising the Son of God. Perhaps he wondered why Jesus had not
yet freed the world of injustice and sin as the Messiah was expected to do so.
Whatever the thoughts he struggled with, he took his doubts to the right person.
Jesus told John's disciples to report back to John the miracles they witnessed.



Likewise our doubts must be confronted and nipped in the bud, otherwise it might
spiral out of control and lead you into the wilderness like it happened to me.

Doubt is part of being human. At times we doubt our beliefs, our reasons, our work,
our friends and even ourselves. It would be odd if we never doubt God at times.
Doubt is an inevitable part of the Christian experience. This is why Jesus was
continually chiding his disciples: “O you of little faith!” (Matt. 8:26). In our human
sinful nature, we still sin and have doubts at times. A doubt-less Christian maybe as
impossible as a sin-less Christian. Sin springs from unbelief . It is not much of a
stretch to rephrase 1 John 1: 8, 9 this way: “If we say we have no doubts we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our doubts, God is faithful
and just to forgive us our doubts and purify us from all unbelief.”

Prayer : Heavenly Father, forgive us of our doubts and have mercy upon us. Forgive
us for looking through worldly eyes instead of asking You for heavenly vision. Thank
You for Your endless grace and patience. More than anything, we want to walk in
Your will. In the precious Name of Jesus | pray. Amen.
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Monday, 27 September 2021

Title: Constitutional Monarch or Sovereign Saviour?
By: Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 6:10

“Your kingdom come

Your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.”

The Matthew Gospel is often called ‘The Book of the King' in view of its kingly
theme. Beginning, with the declaration by John the Baptist, Christ's forerunner, “ the
kingdom of God is at hand ” (3:2), Matthew points to the Messianic kingdom. The
coming of the kingdom, means bringing into human life the eternal reign of God. It
was “at hand” when Jesus began His earthly ministry (4:17), and every significant
event throughout Christ's life was a progressive step towards its final
consummation at the end of time.

The Jews during Jesus’ time were waiting for the kingdom, but generally, their
concept of the Messianic kingdom was one that would overcome their colonial
masters. The Twelve disciples were focused on the kingdom not so much as to
honour the king or the victory of the kingdom as their obsession with their place in
the kingdom. For them, the kingdom was about position, prominence and personal
power. For instance, James and John requested Jesus to designate them “one at
your right hand and one at your left hand in your kingdom” (Matthew 20:20-28 and
Mark 10:35-45). Subsequently, “when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at
James and John” (Mark 10:41) simply because they were equally ambitious.

In the Lord’s Prayer (v9-13) Jesus models for us not what to pray but how to pray.
You either pray that God’s kingdom come and that His will be done or you
endeavour to ensure your way and your will win the day.

While the Matthew Gospel carries the theme of the kingdom, the whole Bible really
is a story of a kingdom at war, that rages on in the arena of our hearts. One
kingdom leads you to the King of kings, the other sets you up as king. Many people
treat God as a Constitutional Monarch figurehead whereas they remain as the
Prime Minister of their lives. True freedom is not found in doing what you want to
do or putting yourself in the centre of your cosmos. It is found in the willing
submission of our hearts to God's authority.

If you have not surrendered your life to Jesus, may | encourage you that Christ’s
grace is bestowed to you not to let your little dynasty work your way, but to offer



you an incomparably better dominion in which He reigns as the Sovereign Saviour.
Jesus says, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom” (Luke 12:32)

For believers in Christ, may | remind us that if we are not careful, our church or
para-church ministries can easily become our Lilliputian kingdoms. Leaders in God's
domain shepherd the flock whereas leaders in the Lilliputian kingdom lord it over
them (I Peter 5:2-3). In God's kingdom we carry out His mandate, whereas
Lilliputians pander their man-made agendas. God’s kingdom leaders concede full
control to Christ, the CEO whereas Lilliputians clamour for control.“Leadership is
not about being in charge. Leadership is about taking care of those in your charge.”
(Simon Sinek)

Leaders in the Lord'’s realm pivot on people rather than processes. Lilliputian
leaders tend to micro-manage because of their microscopic view of their
microcosm, instead of having a telescopic view of God'’s universal purposes.

In what ways have we become self-sovereign mini-monarchs instead of obeying our
Mighty Monarch?

PRAYER

Sovereign Saviour King, helps us Live the Life fully in allegiance to Your Kingdom.
Amen.
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Tues, 28 September 2021
He knows

By Dr Hew Fen Lee
Hebrews 4:14-16

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not
have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin. 16 Let
us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

The last 18 month have been the most disruptive to all our lives by a single external
event that has engulfed the whole world. Many people across the world including
some of us have lost loved ones and many more have lost livelihood and lifestyles
as we know it.

Governments and political leaders have been expected to provide answers and
solutions to alleviate the impact. However, many were frustrated and left feeling
that the political elites did not empathise the challenges they face daily in their
various roles as employees, employers, parents, frontline workers etc.

Jesus has asked us to cast our burden upon Him. Jesus has told us not to worry as
He will be with us at all time. Sometimes when our prayers have not been
seemingly answered within our expectation, we begin to wonder if Jesus
understood and knew what we were going through. Hebrew 4:15 says that Jesus as
our high priest not only has made the sacrifice for us, He understands and knows
our every suffering, challenge and temptation in life we face because He has gone
through them Himself.

Jesus lived as a refugee running to Egypt away from Herod in his early childhood.
He endured hunger in the wilderness and was homeless (Matt 8:20). He was
tempted with power and authority (Luke 4:5-8). He was rejected by his hometown
(Luke 4:14-28) and was ignored by those closest to Him (Luke 22:46).

He was slandered and called glutton and drunkard (Luke 7:34) and prince of demon
(Luke 11:15). He was betrayed by Judas and denied by Peter. He was mocked and
insulted repeatedly. He was abused physically and violently and was crucified as a
criminal.

He was not what He was accused of and he did not deserve any of this. He did not
have to go through all the humiliations, rejections, physical pain and mental



anguish. Yet He did and He went further. He is now seated at the right hand of God
interceding for each one of us in all circumstances and in all situations (Heb 7:25).
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful
(Heb 10:23). The one who parted the Red Sea for the Israelites will surely lead us
safely through the ocean of Covid pandemic.

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, thank you for being with us in all the challenges in life we are facing.
You know and understand what we are going through. We thank you for paying the
price for us and redeeming us with your blood. We thank you for your ever
presence even during the time when we do not feel you are with us at times.
Remind us of your presence each day and remind us that you are seated at the
right hand of God and are in control of all situations. Amen.
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Wednesday, 29 September 2021
Title: Tending the ‘soil’ of our hearts
By Dorothy Teoh

Luke 8: 4-15

Since this pandemic began, many people have taken up gardening, especially
during the periods of full lockdown. There is evidence to show that gardening is
good for you. It contributes to mental health and emotional well-being. In fact, even
just being in the garden or among nature is beneficial.

The setting for the Parable of the Sower is not a garden but a field, although
gardeners would be able to identify with the farmer’s problems. Jesus told the
parable when he was becoming a popular preacher, with people coming “from
town after town” to hear him. But Jesus was not interested in numbers. He was
looking for sincere seekers, those who would dig deeper to find the meaning of the
stories, not casual hearers.

The seed that fell along the path were trampled on and the birds ate it up. Those
that fell on the rock or stony ground withered because there was not enough soil to
hold moisture. The seed that fell among thorns were choked because, like weed,
these grow faster than grain. But the seed that fell into good soil yielded fruit a
hundred-fold.

When the disciples asked Him to explain the meaning of the parable, Jesus told
them that the seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who
heard the word, but did not heed it - Satan took it away before they could believe.
The ones on the rock fared better - they received the word with joy. But they have
no root, and fall away when their faith is tested.

Those that fell among thorns are those who could have grown spiritually had they
not allowed “life’s worries, riches and pleasures” to snuff out their faith. The seed
that fell on good soil not only heard the word, but they persevered to produce an
abundant harvest.

And although Jesus was referring to different types of hearers, the different
categories of soil could be applied to us too as individuals. Our hearts may consist
of areas of “good soil” alongside areas where the soil is stony or rocky. We may be
hearers of the word, but not doers. And sometimes, we may allow worries or the



world’s pleasures or riches to choke God’s word and keep us from growing into
spiritual maturity.

But poor soil can be turned into productive soil by taking certain steps. The
condominium where | live had a patch of ground where very few things could grow.
Last year, after the first MCO, a group of residents who are gardening enthusiasts
decided to turn it into a community herb and vegetable garden. After adding
several lorry-loads of soil and hard work, that patch of barren ground is now a
verdant vegetable plot.

Gardeners know too that some parts of a garden have better soil or are more
suited for growing certain plants. Even if you do container gardening on a small
balcony, certain types of pots are better than others and different plants do better
at different spots.

But whether backyard or balcony, all gardeners know that if you want a good
harvest, you cannot simply chuck the seed into the soil and wait for the plant to
grow. First, you need to ensure that you sow in good soil and then, when the plant
starts to grow, you need to continue to fertilise and watch for pests and ensure that
weeds do not choke the plant. Last but not least, you need to be patient and
persevere.

Even a mature plant can continue to fruit under the right conditions. | have an okra
plant or ladies’ finger growing in a small pot on my balcony. It has grown to over
seven feet tall after bearing fruit every now and then, and has very few leaves. But |
continue to water and fertilise it and, this morning, | saw three new buds! | had
thought of uprooting it and replacing it with a new plant, but I am glad | didn't.

Like gardens, the “soil” of our hearts too needs tending if we are to be fruitful. Do
we have more areas of “good soil” in our hearts than patches of rocky or thorns-
infested ground?

Prayer

Dear Lord, help us to be as careful in tending our hearts as we are in tending our
gardens. Enlarge the areas of “good soil” in our hearts so that when we hear your
word, we may retain it and by persevering, bear abundant fruit, to your glory. In
Jesus’' name we pray. Amen.
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Thursday, 30 Sep 2021

Title: Acts of Random Kindness

By: Richard YW Yeoh

Matthew 25:44-45

44" they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or naked or sick or in
prison and didn't do anything to help you? 4Then he will answer, | assure you that
when you haven't done it for one of the least of these, you haven't done it for me”
From the early 60s, when | was a young lad of seven, | used to accompany my
grandma to the open-air market at P} Old Town (there was no market building yet
then). | was fascinated by the pretty tropical fish at a stall. One day, the seller netted
a few fish and gifted them to me. This random act of kindness left a lifelong
impression on me.

Later in life, | had many teachers who took a personal interest in my progress in
school and many a time treated me like a little brother. In those simple days of a
bygone era, | had teachers who would take me to the movies, to the ice cream
parlour (as they were known then), give me a ride to school as they passed my bus
stop, teach me to play the guitar, to do the high jump etc. And of course, share with
me about God's salvation and His Love for me.

My purpose in sharing these true stories is to highlight how impactful and
motivating these random acts of kindness can be to children and younger persons.
Indeed our little acts of kindness and concern for people who cross our paths is the
very essence of showing love for one another.

Let us, therefore, endeavour to live by this credo and most importantly, to never
pass up any opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus Christ and to be a good
testimony for Christ in our interaction with others.

Truly, people must see the Love of God shine through our lives.

PRAYER:

“O Lord, May it be that in each and every day that | am alive in this earthly life, | may
always reach out in love and kindness to others around me and be a good
testimony of Jesus’ unfailing love for all humanity. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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