Thursday, 1 April 2021

Jesus Washes the Feet of His Disciples
By Max Lucado

John 13:2-5

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of
Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus ... got up from the meal, took off His outer clothing, ... and

began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around Him.
(John 13:2-5, NIV)

It has been a long day. Jerusalem is packed with Passover guests, most of whom clamour for
a glimpse of the Teacher. The spring sun is warm. The streets are dry. And the disciples are a
long way from home. A splash of cool water would be refreshing.

The disciples enter the room, one by one, and take their places around the table. On the wall
hangs a towel, and on the floor sit a pitcher and a basin. Any one of the disciples could
volunteer for the job, but not one does.

After a few moments Jesus stands and removes His outer garment. He wraps a servant’s
girdle around His waist, takes up the basin, and kneels before one of the disciples. He unlaces
a sandal and gently lifts the foot, places it in the basin, covers it with water, and begins to
bathe it.

One grimy foot after another, Jesus works His way down the row. In Jesus’ day the washing
of feet was a task reserved not just for servants but for the lowest of servants.

In this case the One with the towel and basin is the King of the universe.

Hands that shaped the stars now wash away filth. Fingers that formed mountains now
massage toes. And the One before whom all nations will one day kneel now kneels before
His disciples. Hours before His own death, Jesus’ concern is singular.

He wants His disciples to know how much He loves them.

You can be sure Jesus knows the future of these feet He is washing. These feet will dash for
cover at the flash of a Roman sword. Only one pair of feet won’t abandon Him in the
Garden ... Judas will abandon Jesus that very night at the table.

What a passionate moment when Jesus silently lifts the feet of His betrayer and washes them
in the basin.

Jesus knows what these men are about to do. By morning they will bury their heads in shame
and look down at their feet in disgust. And when they do, He wants them to remember how
His knees knelt before them and He washed their feet...

He forgave their sin before they even committed it. He offered mercy before they even sought
it.

PRAYER:



Dear God, King of the universe, I’d like to think I would have washed Your feet and done
better than the other disciples, but I know that’s not true. Thank You for loving me and
washing my feet and offering me mercy when I deserve none. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Friday, 2 April, 2021

Title: Hallelujah, What A Saviour!

By: Ps Cheng Cheung

Mark 16: 7 “Now go and tell His disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you
to Galilee.”

It is Thursday, the night before Jesus’ crucifixion. Foot-washing by the greatest for the least
has taken place, the Lord’s supper has been instituted and Judas has departed into the night.
Now Jesus and the eleven have gone to the Garden of Gethsemane. There was much on the
Lord’s mind. He knew what was ahead, not the least of which was the manifestation of man’s
evil and friends’ failures of which He would be the object. How would He respond?

Things are at their darkest at and after Gethsemane. The high priest’s temple officers
converge upon Jesus in the garden, He is betrayed by a kiss, His disciples scatter and He is
arrested. Thereafter He is cross-examined by Annas and Caiaphas, mocked, dragged off to be
interrogated by Pilate, whipped, and scourged, exchanged for a murderer, and released by
him to an angry mob. Worst of all He is denied by His closest. He is deserted.

Where is Peter in all of this?

He is confronted by a servant girl before those who had gathered in the courtyard to watch
proceedings from a distance ”You also were with Him”. Matt 26: 69-70. Then, after Peter had
withdrawn to the gateway, another servant girl asserts more emphatically ”This fellow was
with Jesus of Nazareth!” Matt 26: 71. Finally, he was accosted by several bystanders “Surely
you are one of them; your accent gives you away.” Matt 26: 73.

What had been Peter’s response?
70 But he denied it before them all. *“ I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.
72 He denied it again, with an oath: *“ I don’t know the man!”

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “ I don’t know the man!” The
rooster crowed. Each time his insistence that he knew not Jesus was more vehement.

Luke 22: 61 ”And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.” And I am sure, Peter would have
caught the Lord’s glance.

Peter had promised to lay down his life for Christ. He was self-sufficient, to the point of
naive arrogance. I wonder what went through Peter’s mind as he wept. "How could 1? How? 1
am so sorry. Now I know myself better. Will my Lord ever, ever forgive me . .. ?”

Do we fall short? Will we be self-sufficient when the time comes?

And what of the Lord? He knew the spiritual battle that lay ahead: the suffering of His soul,
the pressure of carrying “the sin of the world” upon Himself, the impending separation from
the other two members of the Godhead. The inevitability of being forsaken by the Father,
which had never happened before, would have caused deep emotional anguish.

If Peter had failed you in a similar way, wouldn’t you have felt utterly let down? It would
have been natural for one to think ‘I have suffered so much. I am about to face more trials
and now you do this. I don’t want anything to do with such a coward anymore!’



But no. That might be our response. But not Jesus’. What do we read the angel tell the
women who were the first to reach the tomb on Sunday morning, in Mark 16: 7?

“Now go and tell His disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee.”
Jesus had instructed the angel to specifically add Peter’s name to those instructions. Jesus, in
spite of all that He was experiencing that Good Friday, in spite of all that He suffered as the
world’s sin bearer, in spite of the fact that He had been forsaken, albeit for a moment, by the
Father, remembered Peter’s act without malice, and wanted only to restore him with great
compassion and forgiveness.

And this Easter, He calls all of us back, those whose love for Him may have waned, those
who may be in the spiritual wilderness, those who have become lethargic in fellowship. His
love toward you is unchanged.

Hallelujah! What a Saviour!
My Prayer

Lord Jesus, today | remember You went all the way to Calvary for me. And in my journey
with You Lord Jesus, You have always been faithful, and always patient. Thank You Lord.

Continue to strengthen me, Lord, for I am weak. Show me my blind spots one by one, lest |
am overwhelmed by a surge and I fall away. Thank You Lord, that You know best. In Jesus’
Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 3 April 2021

Title: A Peace to Still Troubled Hearts

By: Wong Yoke Ming

John 14:1

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.”

John 14 is a truly marvelous chapter. It is in this chapter that we see the assurance from Jesus
— at the beginning in verse 1 and again in verse 27: “Let not your hearts be troubled.”

At the start of this chapter, Jesus made us a promise to go and to prepare a place for us so that
we can be with Him to where He was going. And He gave us the assurance that He will
return to take us to that place where He would be. And when the disciples asked Jesus to
show them the Father, His reply was that He and the Father are One — if we see Jesus, we
have seen the Father.

In the middle of the chapter, Jesus reiterated this assurance that He will come to us — that He
will not leave us orphans. Who else can leave orphans behind other than parents? Jesus knew
that He was going to the cross; He knew that the world would not see Him after the cross, but
He assured us that we will ‘see’ Him because He will ask the Father to send the Spirit to be
our guide, to remind us of what He had taught us, but most importantly, to remind us of who
He is.

“Because I live, you also will live.” The world would not see Him anymore, but He will
return to us, His disciples. Wow!! What an assurance of life!! And in that life in Christ, His
disciples, the ones who remain faithful and keep His commandments, remain in the Father’s
love and in His love. And this is the challenge that we need to rise to meet — our faith that
Jesus Christ is who He says He is.

Between His first and His second coming, Jesus Christ will not leave His disciples as orphans
for He has left to us His words and His Spirit to remind us of all He has taught us. It will not
be about listening only to His Scriptural teachings — it will also be very much living out our
lives in Christ. This is perhaps the point that we sometimes miss. Between the two very
visible comings, there is a Presence that has not gone away and will not go away. If we
continue to abide in Him, we will know that Presence in our lives.

In Matthew 5:48, we were taught that we should be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect.
And we ask, “How can sinners ever be ‘perfect’ this side of the second coming?” However,
the time of the cross is past — Jesus has come and has been crucified, buried, and resurrected.
So how is it that there is still evil and corruption in this world today? As we continue ‘to be in
the world,’ let us be careful that we do not become ‘of the world.” But Jesus has given us the
counsel of the Holy Spirit, and Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:16 wrote that we have the mind of
Christ; and through the “Logos” and the guidance of the Spirit of Truth, we have discernment
of the purpose for which we have been created. And we can only do that if we have the
“grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.”

And perhaps that is the perfection that is referred to in the Sermon on the Mount — the
Father’s Purpose, the Son’s work, and the harmony of these two in the Spirit of Wisdom — the
harmony of body, mind, and spirit in the image of the Creator.

And so, at the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus committed His Spirit to His Father; He
bequeathed His earthly body to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea; His clothes were taken by
the soldiers; His mother (loved one) was left to the care of the disciple He loved, who had



given up everything to follow Him. And to us? To us He left something unique, and that is
His peace. Not the peace of the world, for that is temporal and fleeting, but the peace that
calms the troubled hearts, thus “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, we continue to live in troubled, and troubling times — in a world of rising strife,
ever growing corruption, ever moving away from the peace that You offer. So, we continue
to pray that You lead us in Your grace, in the love of God, and in the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit. In Your wonderful Name we pray. Amen.
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Easter Sunday, 4 April, 2021

Title : He has risen!

By Elder Bryan Lee

Matthew 28:5-6

5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified.

6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.

A year of movement control order due to the pandemic has taken its toll. So a few weeks ago
when the movement control was relaxed, my wife and | drove to a shopping mall nearby
home. | parked the car in a nice and safe parking lot. After doing our shopping we walked
back to the car only to find it missing. A sense of panic overwhelmed us. “A thief has stolen
our car!” I said. We were very sure we parked at that spot. Not wanting to give up, we went
looking for the car and thank God the car was there many rows away from the spot we
thought we had parked. We realized we exited the mall through a different location, thus
ended up at the wrong but similar looking parking row.

On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene couldn’t find Jesus’ body in the tomb. Yes,
she went to the right tomb. The body was missing!

The angel proclaimed “He is not here, for he has risen.”

New York Times best selling author Lee Strobel was a former investigative journalist who
graduated from Yale Law School.

By his own confession he was a skeptic who lived a life of immorality and drunkenness. “I
was living a hedonistic and narcissistic life,” he testified later.

In the autumn of 1979, Strobel’s wife Leslie became a Christian. Intrigued by Leslie’s
positive changes in her character and attitudes, Strobel launched an all-out investigation into
the facts surrounding the case for Christianity. In particular, if he could prove that the
Resurrection did not occur, Christianity would collapse like a house of cards. The
investigation would take him nearly two years.

He wrote in his book “The Case for Christ.”......

“Setting aside my self-interest and prejudices as best I could, I read books, interviewed
experts, asked questions, analyzed history, explored archaeology, studied ancient literature,
and for the first time in my life picked apart the Bible verse by verse.

By November 8, 1981, my legend thesis, to which I had doggedly clung for so many years,
had been thoroughly dismantled. What’s more, my journalistic skepticism toward the
supernatural had melted in the light of the breathtaking historical evidence that the
Resurrection of Jesus was a real, historical event.”

And on that date Lee Strobel became a follower of Jesus Christ.

The Resurrection is not a legend. Down through the centuries no one has succeeded in
proving that our Lord’s Resurrection was a hoax and no one ever will. Jesus said to Martha,
“I am the Resurrection and the life...”John 11:25. The truth in the Bible can never be proven
wrong. Lee Strobel was totally convinced after a thorough and exhaustive investigation that
lasted nearly 2 years. In his book, he interviewed thirteen leading scholars and authorities
who have impeccable academic credentials.

The apostle Paul says “And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and
your faith is in vain......... your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”1 Cor 15:14,17

The Resurrection is the lynchpin of our faith.



Today as we celebrate this historical event, remember that because of the Resurrection of our
Lord we serve a risen savior. He is here with us.

And because He lives, our lives are never futile. In the living Christ we find meaning and
purpose.

Because He lives, our failures are not fatal. He is the God of second chances.

Because He lives, our death is not final. He says “Because I live, you also will live.”John
14:19.

Thank you Lord for Easter. Amen.
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Monday 5th April 2021

WHY SEEK THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD?

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Luke 24: 4-8 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that
gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in
Galilee: ‘“The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on
the third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words.

Today is the first day after Easter — the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ over two
thousand years ago. The Resurrection of our Lord has been called the Cornerstone of
Christianity — that Christianity stands or falls with the Resurrection. And for that reason, so
many since then have tried to prove the Resurrection never happened.

In 1930 there was a young lawyer in England called Frank Morison who for years promised
himself that one day he would write a book to prove that the resurrection of Jesus never
happened. He was an honest man, so he set out to study all the necessary and relevant
documents. The book was finally written “Who Moved the Stone?”. It became a best seller,
but the contents of that book was not what he had originally set out to write. For in the course
of his research, being a lawyer, he found that all the evidences point to one fact — Christ did
rise from the dead. He became a Christian.

Another young man, Lew Wallace also set out to do the same thing Morison intended to do —
write a book to prove that Jesus never rose from the dead. Again, after much research he
came to the same conclusion — Jesus did rise from the dead. He also became a Christian and
told his wife he now couldn’t write that book he intended to write. His wife told him to write
another book. He did and the result was “Ben Hur” — the moving story about our Lord Jesus
Christ. Later it was made into a film that touched the lives of many people.

Morison and Wallace should have known better. For the past 2000 years, much cleverer and
more intelligent men and women than them had tried, but none had succeeded. But we
admired Morison and Wallace for their honesty, they admitted they couldn’t find any holes in
the resurrection and they became Christians. May | challenge those of you who are not
Christians yet, to do the same thing — look at all the evidences, weigh the facts and then make
a decision to invite this risen Christ into your life to be your Lord and Saviour.

For us Christians, the resurrection of our Lord had taken away our fear of death for He had
defeated death once and for all. “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. But thanks to be God. He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor
15: 54-57). Because Jesus had risen from the dead and had conquered death, we who believe
in Him will also rise from the dead just as He had. Jesus says “I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die.” (John 11: 25-26).

Remember that thief on the cross who said to him “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” Our Lord answered him “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in
paradise.” (Luke 23: 42-43). No wonder Paul said “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.
| desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far.” (Phil 1: 21, 23). Yes, my dear
brothers and sisters, as Christians, we should not fear death, for death is only the door



whereby we must enter to be with our Lord eternally. As did the thief on the cross, and Paul,
and for us too when our time comes.

Because He lives | can face tomorrow.

Because He lives All fear is gone.

Because | know, | know

He holds the future.

And life is worth the living

Just because He lives.

PRAYER: Father God, thank you for sending your one and only Son Jesus Christ to die for
us on that cruel cross so we may have forgiveness of sin and eternal life. We want to pray for
all our family members and friends who have not come to know you yet, that you will reveal
yourself to them in some special ways that they will know Jesus too as the risen Lord and
Saviour. In Jesus precious name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 6 April 2021

Title: A Fresh Breeze at Easter

By: Pastor Isaac Yim

Text John 20:22-23 (NLT): Then he (Jesus) breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.

On the first Easter Sunday evening, the disciples were gathered in Jerusalem in a room with
the door shut when Jesus appeared in their midst. It was here where Jesus gave them words of
assurance, “Peace be with you.” Jesus also commissioned these 10 apostles (Thomas was
absent) to continue His ministry that He has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so [ am
sending you.” At the same time Jesus bestows the Holy Spirit who will help the disciples in
their ministry, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” Jesus and the Holy Spirit restore their shaken faith,
empower the disciples, and give them boldness and confidence to proclaim a power message
of the Risen Saviour.

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for the Spirit of God is “Ruah,” which literally means
“breath.” In Genesis chapter one, “...the wind of God was hovering on the surface of the
waters.” The word “wind” is “Ruah,” or breath. This word “Ruah” used in the New
Testament is written in Greek as “Pnauma.” In the book of Acts 2, .. .like the roaring of a
mighty windstorm” in Greek is “Pnauma.” An example of the breath of God at work is the
formation of the church. In creation when God breathed the breath of life into the man’s
nostrils, he became a living being (Gen. 2:7). Jesus — having gone through death on the cross,
burial and resurrection — now bestows the Holy Spirit on His disciples to carry out His
mission in all His power and fullness.

The Holy Spirit — the breath of God — is a powerful and unpredictable force. We know
hurricane and typhoon can bring indescribable damage to lives and properties. But wind
surfers will ride on the winds. Sailors cannot get anywhere without the power of the wind.

Jesus knew that the task He wants the apostles and disciples to get done before He returns,
must depend on the wind of the Mighty Holy Spirt. | thank God for Pantai Baptist Church for
all the faithful Elders, Deacons and Deaconesses and Pastors and all Care Group leaders. We
go around day after day giving our best to serve. We will certainly carry out all our assigned
tasks. We will call. We will visit. We will teach and preach right doctrines. Everyone knows
their job. But | often discover our lives are drab, colourless without significant purpose and
direction. We often become tired, discouraged and need to take a break. A few even leave
PBC. My earnest desire is that Jesus will send a fresh breeze or a strong typhoon of the breath
of God through our church so that the dried bones will come alive. What if the Holy Spirit
comes? Are we receptive to the breath of the power of God, and not be afraid to let it blow us
where it wills?

Jesus empowered the disciples to proclaim a powerful message that will impact the hearers.
John 20:23 declares, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.” Many believe this verse; the disciples will either forgive or
retain sins by means of the proclamation of the gospel. People will be judged by their
acceptance or rejection of the message. In the Gospel of John, Jesus talks about sin as
unbelief; or the unwillingness to accept the truth of God as revealed in His Son Jesus Christ.
Sin is not about moral failings; primarily it is an inability or refusal to recognize God’s
revelation when confronted by it. The word “forgive” is better translated as “set free” or
“release.” In that sense, we are to go about in the power of the Holy Spirit to share the saving



power of the Resurrected Christ. Those who receive this message will be “forgiven” or “set
free” of sin and condemnation. Jesus has given us this unique authority. As a church if we fail
to exercise such authority, we will not be able to play the role in delivering people from that
which keep them from experiencing the fullness of life that Jesus offers.

Prayer for Today

1. Lord, my life is dried up like sand in the desert. May Your Holy Spirit come and
drench my heart. My life and ministry are running on an empty tank. Fill it up, Lord,
with Your Holy Spirit.

2. Come Holy Spirit, sweep over us and over our Church. May we experience freshness
and power in living and serving with joy and gladness.

3. Lord, may Your Word continue to assure us; may Your Mission — “so send I you” —
be our focus and direction; may Your Holy Spirit fill us continually for meaningful
service with power and authority for You.

4. Lord, we Thank You, that You did not leave us alone but You send us Your Advocate
and Helper, the Holy Spirit, to walk alongside us.

Thank You, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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Tuesday, 6 April 2021

Title: A Fresh Breeze at Easter

By: Pastor Isaac Yim

Text John 20:22-23 (NLT): Then he (Jesus) breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.

On the first Easter Sunday evening, the disciples were gathered in Jerusalem in a room with
the door shut when Jesus appeared in their midst. It was here where Jesus gave them words of
assurance, “Peace be with you.” Jesus also commissioned these 10 apostles (Thomas was
absent) to continue His ministry that He has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so [ am
sending you.” At the same time Jesus bestows the Holy Spirit who will help the disciples in
their ministry, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” Jesus and the Holy Spirit restore their shaken faith,
empower the disciples, and give them boldness and confidence to proclaim a power message
of the Risen Saviour.

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for the Spirit of God is “Ruah,” which literally means
“breath.” In Genesis chapter one, “...the wind of God was hovering on the surface of the
waters.” The word “wind” is “Ruah,” or breath. This word “Ruah” used in the New
Testament is written in Greek as “Pnauma.” In the book of Acts 2, ““...like the roaring of a
mighty windstorm” in Greek is “Pnauma.” An example of the breath of God at work is the
formation of the church. In creation when God breathed the breath of life into the man’s
nostrils, he became a living being (Gen. 2:7). Jesus — having gone through death on the cross,
burial and resurrection — now bestows the Holy Spirit on His disciples to carry out His
mission in all His power and fullness.

The Holy Spirit — the breath of God — is a powerful and unpredictable force. We know
hurricane and typhoon can bring indescribable damage to lives and properties. But wind
surfers will ride on the winds. Sailors cannot get anywhere without the power of the wind.

Jesus knew that the task He wants the apostles and disciples to get done before He returns,
must depend on the wind of the Mighty Holy Spirt. | thank God for Pantai Baptist Church for
all the faithful Elders, Deacons and Deaconesses and Pastors and all Care Group leaders. We
go around day after day giving our best to serve. We will certainly carry out all our assigned
tasks. We will call. We will visit. We will teach and preach right doctrines. Everyone knows
their job. But | often discover our lives are drab, colourless without significant purpose and
direction. We often become tired, discouraged and need to take a break. A few even leave
PBC. My earnest desire is that Jesus will send a fresh breeze or a strong typhoon of the breath
of God through our church so that the dried bones will come alive. What if the Holy Spirit
comes? Are we receptive to the breath of the power of God, and not be afraid to let it blow us
where it wills?

Jesus empowered the disciples to proclaim a powerful message that will impact the hearers.
John 20:23 declares, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.” Many believe this verse; the disciples will either forgive or
retain sins by means of the proclamation of the gospel. People will be judged by their
acceptance or rejection of the message. In the Gospel of John, Jesus talks about sin as
unbelief; or the unwillingness to accept the truth of God as revealed in His Son Jesus Christ.
Sin is not about moral failings; primarily it is an inability or refusal to recognize God’s
revelation when confronted by it. The word “forgive” is better translated as “set free” or
“release.” In that sense, we are to go about in the power of the Holy Spirit to share the saving



power of the Resurrected Christ. Those who receive this message will be “forgiven” or “set
free” of sin and condemnation. Jesus has given us this unique authority. As a church if we fail
to exercise such authority, we will not be able to play the role in delivering people from that
which keep them from experiencing the fullness of life that Jesus offers.

Prayer for Today

1. Lord, my life is dried up like sand in the desert. May Your Holy Spirit come and
drench my heart. My life and ministry are running on an empty tank. Fill it up, Lord,
with Your Holy Spirit.

2. Come Holy Spirit, sweep over us and over our Church. May we experience freshness
and power in living and serving with joy and gladness.

3. Lord, may Your Word continue to assure us; may Your Mission — “so send I you” —
be our focus and direction; may Your Holy Spirit fill us continually for meaningful
service with power and authority for You.

4. Lord, we Thank You, that You did not leave us alone but You send us Your Advocate
and Helper, the Holy Spirit, to walk alongside us.

Thank You, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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Wednesday, 7 April 2021

Title: Five small loaves and two small fish

By Dorothy Teoh

Mark 6: 30-44; John 6:1-13

Imagine the scene. The day is getting late and the shadows are lengthening on the ground.
The crowd of thousands who had followed Jesus and his disciples to this lonely place to hear
the Teacher teach had a long way to go on foot before they could reach home and have their
dinner.

There are no shops here, no stalls selling food, and certainly no food delivery services unlike
today. The disciples come to Jesus and tell him to send the people away so that they could go
to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat (Mark 6:
36).

Our Lord’s response was, “You give them something to eat.” The disciples may not have said
as much but they must have thought, “Jesus, you’ve got to be kidding! There are about 5,000
people here. Where can we get money to buy enough food to feed this multitude?” “That
would take eight months of a man’s wages,” they reply (Mark 6: 37). In the gospel of John,
John records Philip’s answer which is even more graphic. “Eight months’ wages would not
buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” (John 6:9)

Enter the boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish (John 6:9). Not much is known
about this boy. How old was he? Were his parents with him or had he followed the crowds on
his own? Perhaps his mother had hurriedly wrapped up the five barley loaves and two fish
and thrust them into her son’s hands before he ran out of the house, so that her boy would not
go hungry later.

Now, imagine that you are the boy. You have been sitting on the grass for hours listening to
the Teacher. You may not have understood everything you heard; still, you found it
fascinating. But now, your stomach is rumbling from hunger and you are looking forward to
going off to a quiet spot away from the crowd to eat the barley loaves and fish before
embarking on the long trek home. But wait, the Twelve disciples are going around among the
large crowd asking if anyone had bread, as instructed by Jesus (Mark 6:38). The disciple
named Andrew comes up to where you are, and your heart skips a beat, maybe two. You
wonder if you should keep quiet, or offer your five loaves and two fish. Hunger is not the
only pang you feel as you surrender the loaves and fish, because the Teacher wants them.

And when you do, something follows that you could never have imagined. Your meagre meal
that would have fed only you now feeds five thousand men (excluding women and children,
as noted in Matthew 14:21), with 12 basketfuls left over.

Five small loaves and two small fish were all the boy had, but he surrendered them to Jesus.
If I were the boy, I might have thought, “What can Jesus do with five small loaves and two
small fish? What about the others who also brought food?”

Even Andrew who, like the rest of the Twelve, had witnessed the various miracles that Jesus
performed after He had appointed them as Apostles, expressed his doubts. After identifying
the boy and his meagre rations, he says: “... but how far will they go among so many?”

(John 6:9). In fact, the Twelve had just returned from the mission that Jesus sent them out on
during which they preached the message of repentance, drove out many demons and anointed
and healed many sick people (Mark 6:12). Yet, they doubted.



How many loaves and fish do we have? Few or many, are we willing to offer them all to
Jesus and see what He will make of them, despite our doubts? Not just material possessions,
but time and talents. Even if all we have is little, it is not too little for Jesus to use. Neither are
we too insignificant for Him to use if we surrender our lives to Him. The boy is nameless,
just one in a crowd of thousands. Yet, by selflessly giving what he had, he became part of a
huge miracle that’s been told and retold through the ages.

That miracle also points us towards Jesus, the Son of God — the Bread of Life who is able to
meet not just our physical needs as He did in feeding the five thousand, but all our spiritual
needs.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help us to be willing to offer all we have, little or much, to You so that You can
multiply it and use it to bless many and glorify God. May we be willing to offer not just our
material possessions but also our lives because You offered Yourself first on the Cross, in our
place. We thank and praise You. Amen.
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Thursday, 8 April 2021

Title: HOPIUM

By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

Mrs. X was very keen to hear what | had to say. Presumably her eagerness stemmed from the
over-riding desire to get cured. Who wouldn’t want to be cured, if faced a diagnosis of lung
cancer? After carefully examining the scans, it appeared that there was no spread to the
surrounding lymph nodes and organs in the rest of the body. Given the relatively small size of
the tumour, fortunately, we were dealing with a stage 1 lung cancer which could be cured.
Hallelujah.

| detailed the various options but the best recommended course of action was surgery. She
was middle aged, fit and healthy so undergoing the procedure should have minimal risks. Her
countenance changed when she heard the word “surgery”.

Mrs. X began to speak, “Doctor, surgery is very traumatic on the body... I prefer a more
natural cure. | met a natural healer who has recommended vitamins and supplements. They
say their success rate is very high.” It was then that I realised she had succumbed to
HOPIUM.

Mrs. X didn’t come back for her surgery, but she did come back a year later with cancer that
had spread to her liver and bones. Unfortunately, stage 4 cancer is not curable.

(False) Hope + Opium = HOPIUM

HOPIUM exists in all spheres of life. It fuels multi-billion dollar industries, particularly in the
areas that promise us wealth and health. There are an unending number of supplements and
health devices for sale, ponzi schemes, MLM products and the list goes on
(www.bbc.com/future/article/20161208-why-vitamin-supplements-could-kill-you). Just as
medical opium is used as an effective pain-killer, HOPIUM is a drug that people take to seek
to insulate themselves against the pain of disease, aging, poverty and rejection by society and
loved ones. HOPIUM is addictive, people are drawn to the sweet words promising a better
life or a better version of yourself and they will seek it out even if it eventually leads to
destruction or death.

Does HOPIUM exist in our churches? What if churches told us the Christian life is a journey
that should be free of disease, a life of abundance and we should all strive to have the best life
we can lead here on earth — because it is “God’s will”? Would we be then led down a path
where we avoid the hard times that build our faith and test our love? Will we never know the
victory of overcoming sin and fear in Christ’s blood, just like David, cutting down the
spiritual Goliaths that hold us captive.

Jesus said that even “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place
to lay his head.” (Matthew 8:20). Jesus didn’t have it easy, by any means. He told us, in fact,
to take up our cross and follow Him (Matthew 16:24). A cross is a heavy.

So what is the antidote to having a HOPIUM overdose? Can we overcome this addiction?
The answer is turning away from false hope towards the Living Hope Himself — Jesus.

Jesus will lead us to the best life we can have on this earth, equipping us with everything we
need to be overcomers like Him. And what will we overcome? — evil, fear and sin. In John
16:33, Jesus says “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this



world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” We follow the One
whom death has no hold over. We follow the One who is preparing a place for us in heaven.
We follow the One who has no fear. We follow the One who has overcome!

Let’s meditate on Jesus Christ our Living Hope.
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Friday, 9 April 2021
About Prayer

By : Prathab V
Luke 22: 39-44

Prayers have brought me great joy and peace. But | have also been devastated by prayer. No,
not that there’s something wrong with prayer. Just that | feel guilty for not spending enough
time in prayer.

| am not very spiritual. At best, | am a mediocre person. | am far from the leagues of St
Francis of Assisi or Billy Graham. Why can’t I just spend more time in prayer? Is five
minutes enough? 15 minutes? How about 30 minutes in silent meditation and prayer?

But even in my mediocrity, I have learned to glorify God. John White in his book “The Fight:
A Practical Handbook for Christian Living”, writes: “It matters not how much you’ve got but
what you do with it. Use your mediocre gifts for God. Give him your life and with it your
brain and your gifts, such as they are. Give him your energy, your time and your strength.”

In my mediocrity, | wrestle during prayer. My body demands more sleep. My mind
constantly urges me to do other pleasurable things such as watching sports or a movie.

It is also hard to keep my mind still and focused on God during prayer. In group prayer, when
a friend starts to pray, my mind races elsewhere especially if it is a very long prayer. During
long prayers, | start thinking about what | should pray for when my turn comes up. | even
think about using sophisticated theological terms to impress others.

During those times, the Spirit of God rebukes me sharply for having such carnal thoughts.
Rather than looking at the sin of others, | learn more about my sins during prayer. | need not
use words to impress others. I don’t have to impress God. I must not ‘start preaching” when

praying.

Prayer is unto God. It is a request from men to God. That is all. It need not be a long prayer
nor a short prayer — just enough words to speak to God in reverence and humility and wait
upon Him.

Reading the prayers of Jesus, | am amazed at how short they were (except for John 17).
Although there were instances, where God answered the prayers of Jesus in an extraordinary
manner, at other times, the Son of God heard only silence.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed till his sweat became as drops of blood on the
rocks. But there was only silence from heaven. Instead, an angel was sent to strengthen Jesus
(Luke 22:43).

As | read Luke 22, | am stunned that the Son of Man, the Saviour of the World, needed to be
strengthened by an ordinary angel (not even an archangel!). But Jesus did not complain that
the Father did not speak to Him at Gethsemane.

Although Jesus was emotionally sorrowful at Gethsemane, He was spiritually strong inside.
He agonised but was determined to finish His mission.



These days, | do not seek any spectacular experience during prayer. Rather, | just yield to
God in humility and trust Him alone. | wait on Him and depend not on how | feel, but on
what He wants me to do. | pray, it will be the same with you.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, teach me to pray and learn to trust in Your wisdom. Teach me Lord to patiently
wait on You in silence so that I may know what You are saying to me. Let my mind not

wander during prayer, but stay yielded to You alone in every way. In Jesus’ name, I ask,
AMEN.
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Saturday 10/4/21

Title: “A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench.”

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Margaret Ong

Matthew 12:20 ” A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench, till
He sends forth justice to victory;”

The Jews often used the reed as a flute. When the reed was bruised and couldn’t make a
sound, they broke it and discarded it. They also used hemp as a torch, poured oil in it, and lit
it up when walking. When the oil stopped burning, there would be smoke, and no light would
be emitted, so people simply blew out the dying flame. Those who are weak are the objects of
Lord Jesus’ salvation, and He treats them with gentleness, just like how he treats people with
heavy burdens. (Matthew 11:28~30) “28 Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden ,
and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.”. Not only does He not make them break and extinguish, but He also leads them to
victory, because in Him they will find justice.

In the same way, when the shepherd is struck, the sheep shall scatter, and when they are
scattered, they become food for all wild animals. The Lord’s sheep are scattered among the
mountains, on the high hills, and scattered all over the earth. No one is trying to find them, no
one is looking for them. Some shepherds only know to shepherd themselves but not the
flocks, so that the sheep become thin, sick, wounded, expelled, and some are lost. How
painful is the heart of Lord, because they are distressed and displaced, like sheep without a
shepherd.

Today, I don’t know how many such sheep are dying spiritually. They are like bruised reeds
and smoking flax. They are crushed by sin, the environment, sorrow, diseases and various
burdens. They were discouraged, they couldn’t lift their heads, and their waists couldn’t
straighten up. (Luke 13:11, “ and there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen
years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up.) What should we do with this
group of people? These weak, failed, discouraged, frightened, and those who dare not stand
up in front of people and identify with the Lord, just like Peter, should they be despised? be
broken? be discarded? No!The Lord said that instead of breaking them, He would lift them
up; Instead of discarding them, He would heal them. When our Lord was alive, He did not
despise or break the guilty woman, but sought to save the lost. He especially appeared to
Peter to restore him. What should we do?

Some believers are really like dying lights, and there is almost no oil in them. The heart is
extremely dried up, has lost the touch of the Holy Spirit, not enlightened by the Bible, no
flicker of peace and joy in them, and there is no good testimony. It seems that it is not there to
shine, but to appear as smoke, lethargic and stumbling. Shake off the pretense— it is better to
put it out completely, so as to not humiliate the name of the Lord. But the Lord didn’t mean
to blow it out. He didn’t want a lamb to be lost, a small piece of money to be lost, and a
prodigal son to die. He wanted to add oil to them one day, and then they could shine again.
But usually at some point in time, it was either blown out by the people nearby, through a
severe rebuke, an expression of disgust, and an act of unforgiveness. O, watch out! Our work
is not to break and blow out, but to support and refuel, imitating our Lord. Even though He
disciplines us because of our weakness, He does not condemn us. Because of a bruised reed,
He will not break ; And smoking flax He will not quench.



Prayer: Dear Abba Father, we want to thank you and praise you. For the pioneer and perfecter
of my faith, we are looking unto You with all our heart, trust in You, and obey You. When
we encounter trials and weak faith, may your words continue to comfort us, strengthen us,
and make us strong. Holy Spirit, may you fill us and moisturize our thirsty hearts. Pray in the
holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!
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Sunday, 11 April 2021

Title: Fishers of Men

By Elder Yu Chin Shie

Matthew 4:19

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men”

| am not sure how many of us are familiar with the Sunday School song with the following
lyrics:

“I will make you fishers of men.
Fishers of men, fishers of men.

I will make you fishers of men.
If you follow me.

If you follow me,

If you follow me;

I will make you fishers of me,
If you follow me”

The context of Matthew 4:19

Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee. He saw Simon and his brother, Andrew who were
casting a net into the lake. He called to them to follow Him. At once, they left their nets and
followed Jesus.

| first learned of the above song in Sunday School (SS) more than 50 years ago. Even at a
young age, we were taught to be fishers of men. We were encouraged to invite our friends to
attend SS and were given stars stamped on our attendance cards for friends we invited to SS
as reward. At the end of the year, the child who had the most number of stars would get a
present.

Why do I bring up this SS song?

It is to remind us that as followers of Jesus, we are to be fishers of men. The call to share our
faith to those who are yet to know our Saviour and Lord, is the task of every child of God. |
am sure most of us who have been Christians for some time, know that the responsibility to
evangelize is not solely that of our pastors and leaders.

The Great Commission given by our Lord Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20 :

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.

Have we been ‘fishers of men’ lately?

| understand the last one year had been very difficult for most of us with the Covid 19
pandemic affecting our lives in so many ways.

| would like to share how the Lord has provided me an unexpected opportunity to reach out
to people during these challenging times.

Some of you know that I retired from work end of last February in 2020. Less than three
weeks later, we had our first MCO and all of us were confined at home. Once the MCO was



relaxed, we were able to go out for exercise. My wife and | decided to go to our
neighborhood park, which is close to a big Chinese primary school, for our daily morning
walk.

Little did I realize my daily morning walk of 70 min has turned into an enriching experience.
During the last ten months or so, I got to know many of our neighbors. We had stayed in our
community for more than 30 years and it was only during the last several months that we got
to know many of them. Some have been walking in the park for many years.

To connect with people, my advice is to be friendly, take initiatives to strike conversations,
keep a look out for new people and pray that God will help you bond with some of them. |
have made a few good friends and enjoy the daily conversation with different people at
different times as | exercise. One of our neighbors, an unbeliever, have been attending our
virtual church service quite regularly and reading our church daily devotion. | pray through
this “friendship” evangelism, some of them, in God’s timing, will come to know Jesus as
their Lord and Savior.

| hope many of our readers will also look out for creative ways, even during this difficult
time, to reach out to many who are yet to know Jesus.

Jesus has pulled us out of the pit of darkness and bathed us in His marvelous light. We are to
call them ( the unbelievers ) out of darkness into His marvelous light. 1 Pet 2:9

Let us be fishers of Men!
Prayer —

Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the gift of salvation and eternal life. We acknowledge many of our loved
ones, relatives and friends are still unbelievers. May you, by your grace and mercy, help us to
be fishers of men to lead many to saving knowledge of our Lord and Savior.

In Jesus name we pray,

Amen
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Monday, 12 April 2021
‘World Class’ Vaccination
By Ong Hwee Soo

John 17:15-18

> T do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.
16 They are not of the world , just as I am not of the world. ! Sanctify them in the truth; your
word is truth. '®* As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world .

A key theme in the John Gospel is ‘the world’. The Greek word ‘kosmos’ has various
meanings in the New Testament, such as the universe (cosmos), people of the world, the
world system/order (humanity’s value and standards) etc. However, the most prevalent
meaning for ‘the world’ in John is the created and fallen totality of mankind, that is, the
unrighteous mass of men alienated from God.

It is indeed Good News that God “did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be save through him” ( John 3:17).

Though the human race is a fallen creation, Jesus came into our world to rescue us from
damnation, and offer us salvation. God sent His Son, Jesus to this fallen world to bring us the
Great Exchange, so that what is ours (punishment for sin) becomes Christ’s and what is
Christ’s (His righteousness) becomes ours. The Great Exchange occurred at the Cross of
Calvary where Jesus died a sacrificial death. It is only through the sacrifice of the sinless
Saviour that we are made righteous. God made Jesus “ who knew no sin to be sin for us, that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him ” ( 2 Corinthians 5:21 ). In short, on the
Cross, God transferred the sins of the world onto Jesus.

Imputed righteousness is the doctrine that a sinner is declared righteous by God purely by His
grace through faith in Jesus Christ. It is the righteousness of Christ credited to the believer,
enabling the Christian to be justified (declared not guilty, therefore, not condemned). Romans
6:23 declares, “ For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through
Christ Jesus our Lord. ”

If you have not yet put your faith in Jesus, let me urge you to believe in Him, so that you will
not perish but receive everlasting life. Jesus took your place on the Cross to give you a place

in Heaven. For the believer, imparted righteousness is what God does, after our justification,

through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, working in the Christian to enable the process
of sanctification , so that he/she can be “ sanctified in the truth ” (v 17).

Although the ‘sin virus’ is still much in this fallen world, believers are ‘inoculated’ against
eternal death with Christ’s imputed and imparted righteousness in us.

V 18 reminds us that Jesus has sent us into the world to spread this Good News. In Mark
16:15 , the Risen Christ commissioned His disciples, *“ Go into all the world and proclaim the
gospel to the whole creation. ”

Once we have received the Great Exchange, Christ gives us the Great Commission. David
Bryant (author: ‘In The Gap’), pointed out that God’s primary goal is not to get each of us
into the Great Commission. Rather His goal is to get the Great Commission into us .



One reason for not carrying out the Great Commission is that ““ a love of the world has short-
circuited love for the world. ” (David Shibley, author: ‘The Mission Addiction’). V 16
reminds us that though we are still in the world, we are “not of the world”. In his book,
Shibley stresses ““ One of the best antidotes to being a worldly Christian is to embrace
Christ’s cause, live for His honour and become a world Christian .” He pointedly accentuates
that for Christians whom ““ A mission serum gets injected into their spiritual blood-stream,
and they are never again ‘normal ’, laid-back Christians. Simply put, one sure way to be
spared the contagion of worldliness is to be inoculated with the ‘mission serum’.

Presently, the Covid 19 question is whether we have registered for the vaccination
programme. It is important that we all get immunized against the virus. But, for us who are in
Christ, we also need to ask ourselves whether we are willing to take the “antidote” and be
injected with the “mission serum”.

To quote Paul Borthwick (author: ‘How to be a World-Class Christian’): “ The world-class
Christian is one who desires his or her life to be in total harmony with God’s purposes for His
world 7.

Last year, in the heat of the pandemic, our health authorities were very concerned about the
infectivity of migrant workers and took appropriate steps to contain the contagion arising
from the foreigners. However, in the wake of the pandemic too, many caring church members
and Christian NGOs did their part to procure provisions and financial assistance for
refugees/migrants, not forgetting needy local communities as well. These are indeed
commendable deeds. However, much still remains to be done, to reach out to those in need,
not just economically but emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually as well.

Are we willing to take the ‘world-class’ vaccination, and continue to reach out to those in
need? As we notice the needs of peoples around us, how can we show God’s love in practical
ways? How does serving God this way, help us grow in our global perspective of God’s love
for the world?

Let’s Live the Life, Inoculated, with the ‘World Class’ Vaccine.

PRAYER:

God of the universe, make us feel Your heartbeat for the world, and break our hearts with
what breaks Yours. Help us, Lord to shore up our outreach to the peoples of the world that
You have brought to our shores. In Jesus’ Name, amen.
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Tuesday, 13 April 2021

Title: Treasure Up The Word of God!

By: Cecilia Tan B2 75

Mark 13:31 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.”

Once upon a time, there was a wealthy man named Ali Hafed who lived on a very huge farm.
One day his friend visited him and told him about diamonds and how valuable they were. Ali
sold his farm, left his family and travelled to distant lands looking for diamonds. He failed to
find them. His health and his wealth eventually failed him. Utterly depressed, he cast himself
into the sea.

Meanwhile the man who bought Ali’s farm found a bewildering sparkling stone in a stream
that cut through his land. Lo and behold, it was a diamond! Upon digging deeper, he found
even more diamonds — acres of diamonds in fact! According to legend, this was how the
Golconda diamond mine in India (one of the most important diamond mines in all of Asia)
was discovered!

You and | have an even more valuable treasure right under our own roofs, sitting on our book
shelves, in full view of those who pass by it daily! This treasure is infinitely more sparkling
and brilliant than the most expensive diamond in the world, the priceless Koh-i-Noor
diamond which is the main diamond of the British Crown Jewels. | am talking about the Holy
Bible, the Word of God. The Psalmist in Psalm 19:10 declares that God’s Word is “more to
be desired than gold, even much fine gold”, even though in his day gold was the most
valuable treasure a person could ever possess. Often, like Ali Hafed, we fail to recognise the
value of the priceless treasure existing within our easy reach, right under our noses!

This priceless treasure is exceedingly unique beyond human imagination on two counts.
Firstly, let’s examine how it was painstakingly authored for our benefit. The Bible comprises
66 books written by some 40 authors from many walks of life — among whom were Kkings,
priests, prophets, traders, shepherds, fishermen, scholars, a tax collector, a tentmaker and a
doctor. The 39 Old Testament books were written from approximately 1445 to 400 BC, while
the 27 New Testament books were written in the first century AD. The writers wrote in
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.

The cultural and historical backgrounds of the authors were tremendously diverse and yet
they presented only one spiritual message — that of God’s plan to redeem mankind after
mankind sinned and was consequently separated from God, through the death and
resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. This perfect unity of thought can only be explained by
there being only one divine author, the Lord God Almighty, who inspired all these human
writers. Producing the Bible was, to say the least, a gargantuan effort, a long time in the
making, over the course of about 1,500 years! Only our mighty God could manage such a
massive project successfully to provide us with a flawless Bible that contains such a
matchless message — God’s boundless and unending love for His entire creation!

Secondly, consider how the Lord Himself has safeguarded His precious Word from
destruction so that today we have easy access to both physical copies of the Bible as well as
digital copies in our electronic devices. The Bible has always been hated because it condemns
sin. Because it denounces the pride of man, proud man has set himself the task to destroy it.
Because it proclaims that salvation is by grace alone, all false religions have sought to
extinguish it.



And so more than any other book in history, the Bible has suffered endless vicious attacks to
destroy it. For more than 2,000 years, every instrument of destruction that could be utilised
against it (including physical destruction, intellectual and literary attacks, political edicts and
royal decrees) has been brought to bear against it to remove it from the face of the earth. That
it still survives after twenty centuries of being so ruthlessly attacked testifies to its
supernatural origin and the work of a divine unseen hand in protecting it from slipping into
obscurity.

Our God knew that we, His children would need help in this sinful world and will not be able
to walk through it alone. Hence He has given us the precious gift of His Word so that we will
forever have a lamp for our feet and a light for our path in this increasingly darkening world.
He has given us the best treasure not only for this earthly existence but a treasure that will last
for eternity!

More than ever before, the Bible today has a powerful grip on the world, fulfilling

wonderfully Christ’s words, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass
away.” ( Mark 13:31)

May you and | seek to TREASURE UP THE WORD OF GOD and prize it more than gold or
diamonds! Gold or diamonds cannot comfort us in death , but God’s Word can!

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, what a priceless treasure You have bestowed on Your children. One
that took 1,500 years to shape into existence, and one that You have safeguarded from
destruction for more than 2,000 years! Help us to treasure the Bible not as a decorative item
in our living room, but as Your loving instructions on how we should live before leaving
earth, so that our lives will bring glory to Your Name! We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen
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Wednesday, 14 April 2021

Title: Putting God to the test

By Wong King Wai

Luke 4:9-12 — 9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written,
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,” 11 and “‘On their hands they
will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.”” 12 And Jesus answered him, “It
is said, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.””

In Luke chapter 4 verses 1 to 13 we read about Jesus’ wilderness experience and temptation.
He had not eaten for 40 days and was very hungry. Satan tempted him by firstly asking him
to make stone into bread to satisfy his hunger and then Satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms
of the world in a moment and said that if Jesus would worship him all those would be given
to Jesus. Jesus resisted both by quoting Bible verses.

However, the last temptation, in verses 9 to 11, is something | believe you and I can relate to
most, because who hasn’t among us tested God time after time? How often have we made
deals and bargains with Jesus to give us something in exchange for something else? How
often do we misuse the Bible for our own gain and use it against someone either to exert
control or subjugate another?

| think the verses about how Jesus, although hungry and in a weakened state, was able to
withstand the temptations tell us several things.

When hungry, tired and weak, don’t make any rash decisions. Try to keep a focused and
controlled mind, and recall the comforting words that God will never leave you nor forsake
you (Deuteronomy 31:8) and that He is the Good Shepherd taking care of you (Psalm 23).

Also, always check yourself if you’re using the Bible for your own needs and to control
others because you might be testing God, believing he will “bail” you out when you are in
trouble due to your own sinfulness.

And most importantly, recognise that Satan always tempts you in a weakened state so make
sure you have a support group like a care group, a Christian fellowship or an accountability
partner who you can reach out to and ask for prayers and support. Nobody said being a
Christian is a journey of a solo traveller. We are a community that works together and
supports each other.

PRAYER: My Father in heaven, thank You for reminding me to never test You and also that
when weak, tired and hungry, You provide us strength, hope and joy through Your son Jesus
and my brothers and sisters in Christ. Help me to know that You understand my weaknesses
and have provided me the help I need. Give me courage to reach out and receive what you
have given me. In Jesus’ name I pray. AMEN.
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Thursday, 15th April, 2021

Why are the Gospels’ Resurrection Accounts So Different?
Ps Mark Tan

Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20

If you take the time to read each Resurrection account of the Gospel, you will find that the
accounts are very different from one to another. How can this be? Why didn’t the writers get
their story straight? Here are some reasons.

1. We should actually give thanks to God that we have not one, not two, not three but
FOUR accounts of the resurrection. These accounts, obviously not consolidated with
each other, then give us four whole, testimonial evidence which in most cases is more
than enough to prove the certainty of the event.

2. We should also give thanks that each gospel writer sought not to write legends.
Rather, each Gospel writer sought to give an independent, truthful account based on
what they could remember as well as what they received from eyewitnesses of the
same event. The fact that they are very different from each other tells us that the
resurrection story isn’t propaganda, but truth which stood the test of time.

3. Since the gospel accounts record different times of the very same event, there is
actually a way to harmonize the gospel accounts. An example can be found in this
link: https://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html

4. The Gospels may vary in detail but their central claim remains the same: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. Then he appeared to his disciples and
he continues to appear to us by His Holy Spirit so that like the apostle Paul, we would
be born again in His eternal life and Providence (1 Corinthians 15:3-8)

What then should we do with this wealth of knowledge and confidence in the Gospel

witnesses of the Resurrection? I encourage us that with such confidence, let us heed Jesus’

calling for us: to reach people for Christ in every nation, and walk with them to maturity

(Matthew 28:18-20).

PRAYER:

Thank you, Lord for the opportunity to know of your glorious Resurrection and gospel.
Please give us boldness to speak your word and to allow your Spirit to flow through us.
Allow us to be focused on the tasks you have laid out for us as we follow your lead. Give us
the ability to accept and overcome any obstacles that is in our path. Help us to discover new
and exciting opportunities to advance your Kingdom. Protect us, guide us, and help us that
our proclamation of your good news will fruitful. We ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Friday, 16 April, 2021

Title: How much is a day’s wages worth to you?

Material adapted by Pastor Cheong Cheng Cheung from a chapter of a book entitled “The
Parables” by Gary Inrig. (Discovery House, 1991)

Matthew 20: 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Most of us would be familiar with the parable of the vineyard workers. This story is not about
labor-management relations, the equitableness of one’s wages, or even about rewards. It is
simply about the attitude of my heart and your heart if we claim we are the Lord Jesus’
servants.

But what had prompted this parable? Read the dialogue between the disciples and Jesus at the
end of Matthew 19 where Jesus said ‘Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of heaven.” That sent up red flags and set the disciples’ pulses racing. All
were astonished, till someone finally asked, "Who then can be saved?’ Finally, Peter chipped
In:

“We have left everything to follow You! What then will there be for us?

Behind “What’s in it for me?” there lurks a commercial spirit that misses the essence of
Christian service. It is this attitude that the Lord addresses in the parable.

The parable goes like this. At 6:00 AM, a vineyard owner hired some day-labourers, agreed a
fair wage and the workers started to work. At 9:00 AM, and then at 12:00 noon, again at 3:00
PM and finally at 5:00 PM the process was repeated. Workers were added and it was agreed
they would all be paid at day’s end.

When the day was done, the workers were paid beginning with the one-hour workers. And
they were astonished to discover they received a full day’s wage, a denarius. Obviously, they
had not earned a day’s wage, because they had not worked a full day. But a family could not
live on less than a denarius a day, so, out of generosity, the owner had paid them not what
they deserved, but what they needed.

The news spread. The twelve-hour workers thought ”If they got one denarius for working one
hour, we should get twelve!” Imagine their chagrin to discover their pay envelopes also
contained one denarius! “It’s not fair! They only worked one hour and we, twelve full hours.
How is it that we are not getting more?”

This was the vineyard owner’s response in verses 14 & 15.

‘I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity ?°_ (ESV)

’I want to give this last man the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want
with my business? Are you jealous because I’'m generous ?” (CSB)

Ouch! Those questions hurt. And they hurt because they have hit home. The twelve-hour
workers received exactly what they worked for. Their pay was absolutely fair. But the
vineyard owner decided to pay the one-hour workers out of his generosity, not on the basis of
fairness. In other words, it was never meant to be fair. And we have to admit the questions
shamed us because we are wired like that. Like what? You might ask.



1) We have a commercial spirit within. We believe “pay equals work done.” But kingdom
economics is very different. As God’s children, our service does not put us in His debt. Serve
faithfully without calculating, minute by minute, how much you have done. If we leave the
reward to Him, we will be overwhelmed by His generosity.

2) We also have a competitive spirit. In the parable, those who worked most compared
themselves to the ones who worked the least and they expected to receive more.” When their
eyes focused on what others had received, they were unable to accept their own wages with
joy. But when you focus on His grace, that all that He bestows, whether little or much, is
totally undeserved, joy will fill your heart.

3) We often have a complaining, discontented spirit. ’Complain, grumble, protest” is our
common lot Such an attitude is a sign of rebelliousness and an attack on the goodness and
generosity of God Himself. Furthermore, it reveals the corruption of our hearts. Do you
begrudge my generosity?”” Who are we to complain about the ways of the eternally holy, just
and righteous God?

Moreover, Jesus said before the parable:

Matt 19:30 ”But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.”

and ended it similarly: Matt 20:16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” thereby
framing the parable in its proper context.

Peter had got it all wrong. His mistake was that he had counted the cost, no doubt, left his
fishing nets behind and computed what might be his reward, but did not factor in the
privilege of serving the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

What might be uppermost in your heart when you serve our great and gracious God?
My Prayer

Forgive me, Lord Jesus for serving with the wrong motives. Search my heart and remove all
conceit from my being. Forgive my discontentment and murmuring spirit.

Thank you for your grace and generosity towards me.
In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 17 April 2021

Title: The Pharisee in Us

By: Chan Yew Thai

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector — Luke 18:9-14 (NIV)

In the above passage, we read about the Pharisee was declaring his own righteousness and
despising others. In his prayer he thanked God that he was not a robber, evil-doer, adulterous,
or like the tax collector. He fasted twice a week and gave ten percent of his income. He
thought he was praying, but what he was doing was self-glorifying before God.

Does that sound familiar? We may not be saying the exact words, but we too act in similar
manner — arrogance, self-righteous, behaving in a manner that we are holier than others
because we do not cheat, steal, or commit other obvious sins; despising others who are not as
knowledgeable in the Bible, or do not read the Bible, or do quiet time, and perhaps condemn
others who do not serve in church or love partying. We also criticise and pass comments on
what others do or say.

Should we behave in any of the above manner? We are no better than the pharisee because
we are judging others which is the job of Jesus alone. We are proud of what we are doing
example our service to God or being self-righteous, and feeling good about what we have
done or have not done including in the secular environment. We become self-dependant
instead of reliant on God. When we behave in this manner, effectively we have taken God’s
credit. This often happens very subtly without our noticing it, and | am guilty of it. Therefore,
we have to be careful with our thoughts and actions.

On the other hand, the tax collector did not even look up and beat his chest, confessing that
he was a sinner and was asking God for mercy. It showed he had a humble attitude and
recognised that he was a sinner requiring God’s mercy. This is the attitude that we should
emulate — to be humble, to acknowledge the grace of God, and to seek His mercy and
forgiveness.

The Bible tells us that those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted (vs 14).

Lesson learnt from this parable is that judging and exaltation are both activities of God, so
when we exclude, discriminate, condemn or look down on others we usurp God’s
prerogative.

Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I admit that | have a tendency to be a pharisee and most times not knowing
it. | pray that You will help me to overcome this tendency and leave the judgement to You.
Pray that, Lord Jesus, You will help me to maintain the attitude of the tax collector and
recognise that 1 am a sinner in need of Your mercy. | pray this in Your victorious name.
Amen.
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Sunday, 18 April 2021
Title: 100 Times Blessings
By Elder Tan Seng Kee
Bible Verse: Mark 10:29-30

Over the last few weeks in several morning Zoom prayer meetings, Karis CG meetings and
other meetings of the church, a few members had heard and remarked that it is so nice to hear
birds chirping when the mute function was off. There was a certain excitement from other
participants in the Zoom meetings to hear sounds of singing birds, and | then observed that
there were indeed a few birds singing away — perched on the window sills and the palm tree
outside my 1% floor window facing west. From then on | have deliberately looked out most of
the time for the morning chirping birds, and lo and behold, they are always there in the
morning, chirping away if I care to look out for them.

Simple things like the sounds of birds chirping, the setting evening twilight of dimming
lights, the morning rising eastern sun, the approaching rain clouds and cacophony of
thunderstorms and lightning can all be pictures of the beautiful world created by God but
obvious only to those that can stop and look and ponder.

However, in the economic turmoil faced by many during this current pandemic, the need to
pursue money and financial stability are definitely more urgent and necessary than watching
out for the chirping birds or the oncoming storm clouds. In the midst of financial crisis, who
do I look to for solutions? Can we turn to the Mark 10:29-30 where Jesus replied his
disciples, “I assure you that everyone who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or property, for my sake and for the Good News, will receive now in
return, a hundred times over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and property — with
persecutions. And in the world to come they will have eternal life.” This passage of the
hundredfold blessings (taught by Jesus in the context of sacrifices for God’s kingdom) is
often relied on to pray for God to bless us one hundredfold over.

I have no doubt God loves us. The certainty of God’s love is fundamental to Christianity;
otherwise how can we explain that Jesus would leave the glory of heaven to die a painful
death on the cross, separated from God the father to redeem us, sinful men and then extend to
us the joy of fellowship with the Holy Spirit in the abundant earthly life and finally to spend
eternity in heaven, glorified in the presence of our heavenly Father. However, it is also a fact
that we live in a sinful world where the devil continues to prowl like a lion snatching away
joys in our daily lives. Hence, we face many problems daily, including financial ones and it is
necessary for us sometimes to go before God and ask him to bless us with financial means to
meet numerous obligations.

So does God always give us more money when we ask for it? The answer is No. A hundred
times blessings in Mark 10:30 does not mean that God will give us 100 houses or 100
brothers or mothers; in Genesis 26:12, Isaac sowed in the land and reaped in the same year,
“a hundredfold. And the Lord blessed him”. A hundredfold returns for Isaac just means that
God will bless him.

As for us, sometimes God’s blessings can be in financial rewards whilst at other times He
showers His grace and strength sufficient to enable us to go through the challenges, financial
or otherwise we may be facing. It is also a reality that not all problems can be eradicated
with money. Failing health or broken relationship, unforgiveness and bitterness cannot be
erased with money alone. Proverbs 10:22 shares a clear message on what a blessing from
God entails; “The blessing of the Lord makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it”. When



God blesses, good things should happen. Let us be bold to ask God confidently and then
stand firm in the faith that God knows what is needed and when it is required.

Prayer: God, please help me to boldly come into your presence to ask blessings from You
but at the same time help me to have the grace to wait upon You and trusting You for the
blessing that will most adequately resolve and handle the challenges | may be facing. Help
me to stop and ponder the beauty of my Heavenly Father’s world and to live in respect and
adoration of all that You have put in my midst. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Monday 19th April 2021

Salt and Light of the World

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Matthew 5: 13-16 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
by men. You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Wow! What an awesome responsibility and yet what a blessed privilege — SALT and LIGHT
of the world! Are you? Am 1? Are we?

Salt has many characteristics like whiteness, pungency, flavor, preservative power and many
others but I believe it is the last one — to combat deterioration that we as Christians must try
to be — constantly combating moral and spiritual decay. Have you suddenly stepped into a
crowd of non-believers and an off-color joke is suddenly held back because of your presence
or profanity is left unspoken? One time I was at a believer’s garage when one of his clients let
fly an obscene comment and my member immediately whispered to him “Hey, my Pastor
here!” He immediately stopped, red face and quickly walked away. | wonder if my member
would have reprimanded him had | not been around? Have we lost our saltiness? If so, then
we are good for nothing except to be thrown out and be trampled on. Indeed, let us whom our
Lord called salt be salt indeed! Ever so many people who never read the Bible are constantly
reading us!

Light in Scripture indicates the true knowledge of God — goodness, righteousness,
truthfulness, joy and gladness, true happiness and many others. As Christians we are never a
light by ourselves. We are light “in the Lord” (Eph 5:8). Christ is the true, the original “light
of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5; 12:35,36,46). We are “the light of the world” in a secondary or
derived sense. Christ is “the light lighting” (John 1:9). We are the “light lighted”. He is the
sun. We are like the moon, reflecting the sun’s light. Apart from Christ we cannot shine. So
as Christians, we should always be in living contact with the original light so we can be light
to others for “apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5), let alone shine.

So we as light of the world, being blessed with these endowments, we are to transmit them to
others around us, starting from our family members, relatives, close friends, colleagues and to
the world at large. We as light-possessors must become light-transmitters. Collectively we are
“the light.” Individually we are “lights” (luminaries, stars, Phil 2:15). We often hide our light

by:

1. Being quiet when we should speak.

2. Going along with the crowd.

3. Denying the light.

4. Letting sin dim our light.

5. Not explaining our light to others.

6. Ignoring the needs of others.

Let us all be beacons of truth — don’t shut our light off from the rest of the world.

Of course, “good deeds” must never be done in the hope that others would see them to gain
praise and honor for ourselves. But it is unavoidable that some of our good deeds will be seen
by the world. Even unbelievers will at times hear songs of praise sung by God’s children in



their times of trial, sorrow and distress. They will at times be astonished when Christians will
go out of their way, risking danger and even death to help the sick and dying. Tertullian
wrote “But it is mainly the deeds of love so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us.
‘See,’ they say, ‘how they (the Christians) love one another,’ for they themselves (the non-
Christians) are animated by mutual hatred; ‘see how they are ready even to die for one
another,” for they themselves will rather be put to death.”

The end result of all our good deeds, and in fact, anything and everything done in the name of
our Lord should be “Praise our Father in heaven.” Never us.

PRAYER: Father God, thank you for reminding us that we are all Salt and Light of the world.
We are to live out that life so others may see Jesus in us and give praise, honor and glory to
you and you alone. In Jesus most precious name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 20 April 2021

Title: Love And Obedience To Jesus Leads To Intimacy With Him

By: Pastor Isaac Yim

John 14:21 “Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me.
And because they love me, my Father will love them. And | will love them and reveal myself
to each of them.”

In John chapter 14, Jesus spent some intimate time with His disciples. He was preparing them
to live their lives as followers without Him being around physically. He did not leave the
disciples alone but He promised the coming of the Holy Spirit. This is only for those who are
His disciples or followers. The Gospel of John gives us a list of the promises about the Holy
Spirit who will:

(1) Be with His followers forever (John 14:16)

(2) Lead us into His truth (John 14:17)

(3) Teach us the truth (John 15:26)

(4) Remind us of His word (John 14:26)

(5) Convict us of sin, show us God’s righteousness, and announce God’s judgement on evil
(John 16:8)

(6) Give us insights into future events (John 16:13)

(7) Bring glory to God (John 16:14)

The Spirit of God has been active from the very beginning of time. After the resurrection and
ascension of Jesus into heaven, the Holy Spirit came upon all believers. The Holy Spirit gives
the followers of Jesus a whole new dimension of living. We will grow to know Christ more
intimately by loving and obeying Him.

How can I experience a deeper, closer, more intimate relationship with Christ? You don’t
become a Christian by obeying all the commandments of God. There is no way we can do
that, “For all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). We are
saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9). To be a Christian is to enter
into a personal relationship with Christ through faith in His atoning death and resurrection. In
his first letter John wrote, “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). In Romans Paul
wrote, “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given
us” (Romans 5:5). We need to constantly remind ourselves who we are. Jesus bought us with
His blood. Jesus loved the Father and obeyed His Father to go to the cross for your sake and
mine. When we experience His love for us, we come with deep gratitude to Him for what He
has done for us. “If you love me, you will obey me.” As the result of our love for Him, we
choose to keep His commandments. In that sense, the proof of our love for Him is our
obedience. John Piper says, “Loving Jesus is not the same as keeping His commandments. It
precedes and gives rise to keeping the commandments.”

Love is always a choice. Love is action. When you love a person, you want to spend time
with that person. You are preoccupied with that person. You long or desire to be with that
person. You enjoy the company of that person. You always find time for the person whom
you love, no matter how busy or preoccupied you are. God wants us to love Him that way.
Love for God is Wanting, Desiring, Enjoying, Preferring Him above everything. When you
love Him, you will obey Him.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was struggling in intense agony with the cross. But Jesus
loved the Father and He obeyed — “Not my will but your will be done”. Obedience did not
come cheap or easy. Do you think it was hard for Jesus to obey God’s command all the time?
Jesus is God and equal to the Father. Why do you think He still had to obey?



Prophet Samuel said, “Obedience is better than sacrifice.” (1 Samuel 15:22-23). Jesus
Himself was obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8). What does
obedience look like for a child of God? Just as Jesus took up the cross and was obedient unto
death, when we pick up our cross and follow Christ this means obedience. “Then Jesus told
His disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me’” (Matthew 16:24). When we do this, it is a reflection of the condition of our
heart; it is essentially showing that we love the Lord Jesus Christ. John 14:15 says “If you
love me, you will keep my commandments.”

Start with a small step of obedience; I know many of our readers and regular church goers
have already accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. That’s wonderful! You need to
take another step of obedience; that is to request for baptism. This is an act of love and
obedience to Jesus. | urge you to take this step now. Just call any of us pastors or leaders and
we will be more than happy to help you.

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, Thank You for loving us first; while we were yet sinners You died for us. Teach
us to love You and obey You. Forgive us Lord, when we fear the world more than we fear
You. Forgive us when we prefer the things of the world to You. Forgive us when we do not
put You first in our day and in our life. Lord, help us to love and obey so that we can grow in
intimacy with You. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Wednesday, 21 April 2021

Title: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

Matthew 22:36-40 NLT

“Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” Jesus replied,
“’You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.” The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these
two commandments.”

When I ponder on how Jesus loves us and the forgiveness that he has given us, | found that
his love and grace is so amazing! He decided to love us even before we did anything to honor
or obey him. He loved us even before we chose to love him and while we were still sinners.
There is no requirement for us to do anything in order for him to love us, but instead we obey
him because we feel completely loved and forgiven by him. Once we understand that God
loves us even though we don’t deserve it, then it becomes so much easier to love other people
in an unconditional way. And because of his forgiveness, we can love the people around us
without expecting anything in return for our kindness.

As Christians, we are not called to love because of what we can receive in return but we are
asked to love because of the overwhelming love we have already received from our Lord
Jesus Christ. Sometimes our earthly wisdom or traditions can get in the way of our ability to
love people the way Jesus did. Jesus did not decide to love people based on what they wore,
how they talked, or how nice they treated him. Jesus loved every person including those
people who were disliked by others or seen as outcasts.

Today, let us meditate and give thanks on how Jesus has loved us. Be thankful for His grace
and His forgiveness to us. With our grateful hearts, let us love and serve others like how
Jesus has set the examples for us to follow.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your one and only son Jesus Christ to show
your great love, and to be a wonderful example for us. Help us to realize and feel in our
hearts the greatness of your love and help us to love others the same way Jesus did. May our
hearts be filled with joy of salvation and hope in eternal life with You. Thank you, dear
Heavenly Father. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
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Thursday, 22nd April 2021

Title: What is Eternal Life?

By Deacon Choong Yoon Tong

John 17:3

And this is Eternal Life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent.

What is Eternal Life? The common answer from most Christians is “to live forever”! No
doubt the English translation and the original Greek (aionios zoe) clearly supports this
understanding. Yet Jesus in John 17:3 defines it specifically: “to know God and Christ
himself.”

Contrary to common belief, eternal life is not about an everlasting existence but a relationship
with God. We start enjoying such a relationship the moment we accept Christ in our lives and
need not wait until we leave this world. Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me HAS eternal life (Jn 5:24). Believers possess eternal life now! What a shame it is, while
we have the gift now yet wait until we die to open it.

The word “know” (ginosko) means more than just a superficial or intellectual knowledge but
also a deep, intimate and passionate relationship. Adam “knew” Eve, his wife, and she
conceived (Gen 4:1). This really brings out the depth of relationship with God. Eternal life is
a bond between the heavenly Father and us. A close bond of love, respect and obedience,
saturated with bountiful blessing of wealth and wisdom. It is an affectionate friendship with
God personally helping and encouraging us. God is our King, to whom we submit, adore and
worship while the Sovereign protects and provides for us as His subjects. Christ is the Lord
and Master while we are His willing and obedient servants and slaves.

Communication is the foundation of relationships. One needs to spend consistent quiet time
or devotion time to hear from Him and to speak to Him. Our daily walk in Him will reveal
His will and plan in our lives. O, how we desire to know Him so intimately that we can
perceive His will without being told; just like a son that can discern his father’s inner
thoughts by a mere glance at his countenance.

Prayer:

Dear Lord, let me draw close to You as | spend time with You daily. Let Your Spirit and
Word lead me to know Your being, Your attributes and Your will in depth. Open my heart to
understand and worship Your greatness and glory. Let my daily walk and prayer strengthen
the bond between us. Enrich my eternal life on earth now, so that when | finally meet You in
heaven, we are not strangers to each other.
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Friday, 23 April 2021

Jesus Christ is our Hope

By : Sally Cheong

Jesus said,” Take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33

Jesus tells His disciples that they need not be fearful of the troubles of this world. To “take
heart” means to gain courage or confidence, to begin to feel better and more hopeful. We live
in a system of evil that dominates humanity and the world. That is where you live. You are in
that world. A world that crushes your spirit and cause you distress, pressure and afflictions.
The world is hostile towards you. In the face of this, how do you survive? How will you get
through it all?

People need hope. They need to know there is a future. That somewhere in that future
something good is going to happen, no matter how bad things are right now. There is a
pervasive angst or anxiety in our culture. People need peace. Peace is the absence of angst,
tranquility in the midst of troubles. The Lord Jesus knows our hearts are troubled so He
promised His peace to all His sheep. He tells us to “take heart” or ” take courage.” But you
say, ” I don’t have the courage Lord. I have no power over the circumstances I am facing.”
He assures us, ” I have overcome the world.” This is not pep talk beloved brothers and sisters.
The person who is saying it is Christ Jesus whom God sent into this world to give us hope.
We can’t live without hope.

The Lord is saying, “don’t lose faith whatever you are going through. I AM interceding for
you before the Father. | live to make intercession for you on matters you know nothing of.
The Father Himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from
God.”

God has a special affection for those who belong to Him, a warm tender affection that never
wanes. You can live life with that. You may not have a lot of people who love you but if God
loves you like that, you can say, ” I'm okay. I'm okay.”

People generally like you because they don’t know much about you. When they find out
more about you, they like you less. This is because like most people, you show your best side
to others. People are not what they seem to be. They keep up appearances. So do you. This is
a world of impressions. You know you are not as nice as you appear to be.

Deep in the hearts of everyone there is a need to be loved by someone who knows all your
faults and love you just the same. God knows absolutely everything there is to know about
you — all your unfaithfulness, your critical spirit, your bitterness and your secret sins. Yet He
loves you with an unending affection.

You need someone to trust and believe in, and into whose hands you can safely place your
life. Someone who is strong enough, generous enough, and has the resources to take care of
you in an insecure world. God, the Omniscient and All Powerful One, knows all things and is
in control of everything in the universe. And He loves you. That knowledge should take
anxiety out of your life. And with the added assurance that our Lord Jesus has overcome the
world, you can close your eyes and sleep at night knowing tomorrow will surely be a better
day.

(Inspired by John Macarthur’s “The Hope that Overcomes the World.”)

Prayer :



Abba Father, You know I needed so much to hear once again that You love me. | know
nobody will ever love me like You do. | need Your strong Hand to hold me up or I will fall. |
praise You that You know the anxieties in my heart. | want to hand them all over to You
because only You can sort them out for me. Grant me the strength and the peace to take the
next step of faith to lean totally on You. I ask this in Jesus’ Name, AMEN.
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Saturday, 24th April 2021

Title : He who does the will of God will enter the kingdom of heaven
Author: Pastor Andrew Lim

Translator: Irene Hong

In the bible, Jesus said He never knew four kinds of people.

Man has always mistaken that God looks at one’s conduct or listen to their speech to
determine the endings of their lives. Some carry out kind deeds, do good works to accumulate
virtue, or use dazzling words as leverage for God to exempt them from death, hoping that
these would cover all their evil deeds and they would be exempted from the suffering of
destruction and hell.

Man’s standard for judging people is based on behavior. Those who behave well are
righteous, and those who behave badly are wicked. God’s standard for judging people is
based on whether they obey God or not. Those who obey God are righteous, and those who
disobey God are enemies and evil ones.

The first kind of people that Jesus never knew: Evil doer

Jesus said : Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

Some people only go to church three times in their entire lives: baptism, wedding and funeral.
Can this kind of people enter the kingdom of heaven? Surely not. Jesus said, many will say to
him “Lord”, but will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Only one kind of people can enter
the kingdom of heaven, it is the one who does the will of God.

Jesus also said, there is nothing great for you to prophesy in His name, and in His name drive
out demons and perform many miracles. To prophesy, drive out demons, heal the sick—these
are all miracles and great things for mankind. But Jesus said it does not mean that by doing
these things you are able to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Prophesy in Jesus’s name, and in His name drive out demons and perform many miracles,
calling Him “Lord” yet does not do the will of Heavenly Father; What did Jesus say to them?
He said: “Then I will tell them plainly, I never knew you, Away from me, you evil doers.”
One must do the will of Heavenly Father and act in the name of Jesus; otherwise he is an evil
doer. “Evil doer” in the original text is “lawless people”, that is those who do what they want.
In other words, people who call themselves Christians, yet do things their own way. They go
to church in the morning, jockey clubs in the afternoon and nightclubs at night, ignoring the
will of God; they are evil doers in God’s eyes. Take note that there is no distinguished
positions, no prestige, and whether or not a person can enter the kingdom of heaven is
determined by God.

The second kind of people that Jesus never knew: those who deny Christ before men
“Whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.”

One day, the angel said to an extremely vicious lion: “From now on, you can’t bite Christian
if you see them.” The lion said, “How do I know who is a Christian?” The angel said, “They
have a special fragrance, which is the aroma of Christ”. After a few days, the angel called the
lion and asked: “Someone complained that you ate the bones and flesh of a Christian, leaving
him with only a mouth. Why is this so?”” The lion said: “I don’t want to eat Christians, but |
smelled the whole body of that person, I cannot smell the aroma of Christ, except for the
mouth.”



Some people only are Christian verbally, but because they are afraid of others, they do not
dare to uphold Christ’s name before men, and only follow Jesus quietly. These men disown
Christ before men; Christ will disown them before heavenly Father. “Whoever acknowledges
me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.’ If men consider
glorious to acknowledge Jesus Christ as his Lord, Jesus Christ will consider glorious too to
acknowledge his servant. Those disown Christ before men; Christ will also disown them
before heavenly Father.

The third kind of people that Jesus never knew: those who are not prepared

May be you will ask: you have not died yet, so how can you tell the difference between
heaven and hell? I will answer: You have not died yet, so how can you be certain or testify
there is no heaven or hell? If there is no heaven and hell, there is no difference when man
dies. But if there is heaven and hell, I “will be prepared”, and you “are not prepared, how
great will be your loss”.

The five foolish virgins made the most sloppy preparations, knowing that believing in Jesus
Christ is extremely good, but still unwilling to change their lives, still reluctant to part with
the vanity of the world, and do not pursue the truth; knowing that there will be judgment after
death, but unwilling to really repent and be born again. They go to church to learn some
Christian etiquette or culture. Outwardly they look like Christians, but deep down in their
hearts they lack the Holy Spirit. As they travel on the path of the cross, their oil lamps were
not always lit. There is no proof of eternal life. Do you think you are a foolish virgin or a
wise one?

The forth kind of people that Jesus never knew: those who do not believe in the Lord
The Lord Jesus never tempts and deceives us with rhetoric and “sweet words”. To follow

Him is a difficult road, and there is a cost that need to be paid. Someone asked him, “Lord,
are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, “Make every effort to enter
through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.
Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and
pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.” But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you
come from.’

God will open the door for us, and we must work hard to get in. The door has been opened
for you, no one will push you in, and you have to walk in by yourself. Salvation is the gift of
God and the response of man. As long as we call on God, the door of the kingdom of God
will open. But this is not a trap door which you fall into it as soon as you open it. You don’t
need to break into the door of the kingdom of heaven, you can’t break into it, but this door is
willing to open for you, but you must walk in by yourself. Although the door is opened, it
was a narrow door, and you had to work hard to get in. You must be humble; you must
repent, and put down the burden of sin.

Many people think that once they believe and are baptized, they think that they are all done
when they enter the church and Jerusalem. In fact, when they enter Jerusalem, they are
walking towards the house of God. They climb up the narrow road, come under the gate,
knock on the gate, and the gate will open. After the door is opened, they must go in and
continue to go up, because they have not finished their journey and have not arrived at
Heavenly Father’s house. Don’t think that we will automatically arrive at Heavenly Father’s
house. We have to continue climbing this narrow road until we reach the door steps of His
house. When we enter this door, we will arrive at the house of God.



A person’s salvation is not determined by how deeply he knows Jesus, but by his relationship
with God.

Prayer: Father God in heaven, may You sustain me and protect my heart. Let me stand firm
on my faith in You. Let me always bear witness to the grace of salvation, so that I will not
flinch. Let me not be afraid of man, just fear God, and acknowledge the name of the Lord in
front of people, because Jesus Christ is my glory. Let me be like a wise virgin, ready to meet
You at any time. Pray all this sincerely in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Sunday, 25 April 2021

FAITHFUL GIVING

Abraham Verghese

Luke 16 : 10 — 12 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful
in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own?”

( For the context read the parable of the dishonest manager or unrighteous steward from
verses 1t0 9)

After giving the parable of the dishonest manager, which has to do with money, Jesus said,

“ One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a
very little is also dishonest in much.” He goes on to show that the “little thing” is our use of
“unrighteous wealth,” or money. If we are faithful in how we use our money to advance His
kingdom, the Lord will then entrust “true riches” to us (16:11) which, in the context, are
souls. If we want God to entrust us with souls, we begin by proving our faithfulness in what
to us is a “big thing,” but to God is a “little thing,” the use of our money. That’s His test. So
financial faithfulness, which not only includes giving, but also how we manage all the
material goods God has entrusted to us (earnings, spending, savings), should be one of the
first lessons we learn in our Christian journey.

Does God need our material offerings ?

Acts 17 : 24 — 25 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is He served by human hands, as though
He needed anything, since He himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”
Those words from the Apostle Paul as He proclaimed the gospel on the Areopagus to
unbelievers have application to Christians as well. God has NO need of anything from His
creatures; the gifts He gives to His people are not for His benefit (see 1 Cor. 12). Yes, we
serve Him by exercising our gifts in the context of the church, but not because the Lord

lacks anything.

God may not need our gifts, but our fellow Christians do. Truthfully, we need one another.
What we lack in ourselves, God helps to provide through the service that other Christians
render with their spiritual gifts. But we need to serve others as well, for our gifts and graces
are the means by which the Lord provides what others in the church may lack. We are all in
this together. Together we give and receive doctrinal instruction so that we may advance to
maturity (Eph. 4:11-14). Together we serve and are served by one another so that the body is
complete, possessing everything it needs for health and growth (1 Cor. 12). Ultimately,
“when each part is working properly” the body of Christ grows so that it builds itself up in
love (Eph. 4:15-16).

Love is the greatest Christian virtue (1 Cor. 13:13). If we have been granted God’s love, we
must and will shower that love on others. We love other believers in the context of the
church, helping to meet their needs, serving one another after the model of Christ. If we are
not looking for ways to love and serve other believers, meeting their needs as we are able, we
are not fulfilling God’s purpose for His church.

Paul commends the Philippian church by reminding them of how, at the first preaching of the
gospel, after he departed from their region (Macedonia), they shared with him in the matter of
giving and receiving (Philippians 4:15-16). At that point, they were the only church that took
the initiative to send support to Paul. Even when he was still in Macedonia, more than once
they sent gifts to him.



| read about a primitive tribe located in the South American jungles. The most important role
within the tribe was the “keeper of the flame.” Fire is a precious commodity to this tribe, and
one person in the tribe is entrusted with the responsibility of keeping the flame alive. During
the night, the flame-keeper adds wood to the fire. His task is vital.

As we give financially to the Lord’s work, we become keepers of the flame. We help to
spread the gospel message — the more substantive need of those who do not yet know the joy
of salvation which is available only through and in Christ. As we focus on the needs of
others, and give to help meet those needs, we experience joy. Giving revives our concern for
people. We meet people’s needs. We assist people in growing spiritually. We enable our
church to shine as God’s light in the world. Such privileges fill our hearts with joy.

Prayer

Thank God for His greatest gift to us — His Son.

May the Holy Spirit guide and move us to be ever faithful to actively participate and ever
increasingly give from the blessings we have — all of which comes from God .

May the church leaders use givings to the church wisely, prayerfully and responsibly for the
glory of God.
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Monday, 26 April, 2021.

Think Global. Act Local.

Ong Hwee Soo

Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Matthew 28:19

The phrase “Think Globally, Act Locally” is purported to be coined by David Brower (a
prominent environmentalist) as a slogan for the organisation, ‘Friends of the Earth” which he
founded in 1971. However, the concept of ‘Think Global, Act Local’ has been attributed to
Patrick Gaddes, a Scottish town planner and social activist, who propounded the idea in his
book, ‘Cities in Evolution’ in 1915.

For environmentalists and activists, the motto moves people to consider the wellbeing of the
entire planet and take action in their own communities and cities. Long before governments
began to enforce environmental laws, individuals and NGOs were and still are working
together to protect natural habitats.

As Christians, we should do our part in ’creation care’ as part of the ‘creation mandate’,
given by God when He created the human race (Genesis 1:28).

For the church today, this notion of Thinking Globally and Acting Locally is also applicable
to God’s mission.

Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”

Luke 24:47 , “...and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. ”

Complying with Christ’s clarion call to proclaim the Gospel to the world, can well begin
from our ‘Jerusalem’, that is, where we are right now; in our community, our city, in our
country.

The word ‘nations’ above is the same word used in Matthew 28: 19 , “ Go , therefore and
make disciples of all nations ...”

The same root word is the Greek, ‘ethne’ (from which ‘ethnic’ is derived) which means
‘people groups’ rather than countries or sovereign states. The Greek verb ‘go’ here connotes
‘as you go’, implying wherever you go, not necessarily crossing national boundaries.

In the 21st century phenomena of glocalization and migration, reaching out to ethnic groups
that are sojourning in our land is a key strategy for the church to obey Christ’s Great
Commission to “ make disciples of all nations ”. No longer must a Christian travel to another
country to interact with the unreached, because the unreached has reached our shores. Today,
the vast majority of the global evangelical church is living in close proximity to peoples who
have never heard the Gospel. As has often been said, the nations are right at our front
doorstep or in our own backyard.

The tagline “Think Global. Act Local” rings true for those who aspire to grow as a “World
Christian” who are gripped by God’s global purposes. God is using worldwide movements to
bring lost people in our midst into His kingdom, through the church.

God calls us to think and pray and give and live with a global perspective and to act ,
impacting lives right around us locally, for the advancement of His kingdom. It involves the
lifestyle of prioritizing God’s mission to “ make disciples of all nations . As David Bryant
wrote in his book ‘In the Gap’: “World Christians are day-to-day disciples for whom Christ’s



global cause becomes the integrating, overriding priority for all that He is for them, in them
and through them.”

God invites us to His global action, with ample opportunities around us. How would we
respond? Perhaps visiting a Refugee Centre could be a good start. Recently, our Sunday
School Deaconess together with two teachers visited a Myanmarese refugee learning centre
to present Easter Gift Packs, lovingly and thoughtfully prepared by our Sunday School
children. A few of our Young Adults also delivered used/refurbished computers (donated by
Sunday Care Group) as well as brand new computers assembled by the Young Adults
themselves, to two refugee learning centres (primary level). There are also unmet needs for
computers (preferable laptops) for another refugee secondary school.

Apart from donating resources, there are also opportunities to volunteer as teachers at the
learning centres, both for school curriculum as well as Sunday School lessons.

Visiting an Afghan refugee community nearby is also another opening for us to be engaged
with an unreached people. They run a sewing centre as a means of livelihood for their
community. They welcome donations of fabric such as used curtains/bedsheets, as well as
used clothes. Again, apart from contributing materially, doors are opened for volunteers to
teach them conversational Bahasa Malaysia and Mandarin, to help them get around their
daily interactions with locals.

Possibilities also abound for reaching out to university students. How about inviting an
international student for lunch or dinner, to begin with? Or your family may wish to consider
fostering a foreign student during his/her studies here.

Do feelings stir inside you that suggest you might contribute to a better life for others? What
do you think stands in the way of our being a community of compassion?

Let’s live the Life, Thinking Globally and Acting Locally.

PRAYER:

Dear God, as You open our eyes to Your purposes globally, help us, Lord to do Your
kingdom work locally. As each of us offers our ‘five loaves and two fish’, may You multiply
them to bless the sojourners in our midst. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Tuesday, 27 April 2021

Title: A Centurion’s Extraordinary Faith

By: Cecilia Tan

Matthew 8:10 “When Jesus heard this, He was amazed and said to those following Him,
‘Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.””

There are only two instances of faith which was described as “great” by our Lord Jesus, both
of which were demonstrated by Gentiles — firstly, that of the Roman centurion whose servant
was healed by Jesus and secondly, that of the Canaanite woman whose demon-possessed
daughter was also healed by Jesus (Matthew 15:28).

A centurion was a key officer in the armies of ancient Rome who was responsible for 100
soldiers — a man of substantial authority and power. Jesus’ miraculous healing of a
centurion’s servant is recorded in Matthew 8:5-13 and Luke 7:1-10. What stands out in both
accounts is the centurion’s exceptional humility. He did not even view himself as worthy
enough to speak directly with Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews and at a later stage, his
friends, to ask Jesus to come and heal his paralysed servant.

When Jesus approached the centurion’s house, the centurion himself pleaded with Jesus,
“Lord, I do not deserve to have You come under my roof. But just say the word and my
servant will be healed” (Matthew 8:8). These words were probably some of the most humble
and moving words ever spoken by a Roman to a Jew in those days. This was a powerful
Roman centurion, speaking to a simple Jewish carpenter’s son, calling Him “Lord”!

Yet another praiseworthy trait of the centurion was his deep respect for Jesus’ authority. As a
man of authority, the centurion believed that disease had to obey Christ’s bidding just as he
had to obey his superior officers in the military hierarchy and those under his authority had to
obey him. This centurion seemed blessed with spiritual discernment and recognized Jesus as
one in possession of great spiritual authority who would be able to accomplish miraculous
deeds by merely speaking the word!

This centurion was friendly to the Jews and had even built a synagogue for them. Possibly,
the Jews had shared with him many stories about Jesus. Obviously he had heard much about
how the miracles had been performed. And there seemed to be a recurring theme in all the
miracles — the power of Jesus’ words!

The centurion would have heard: that in the calming of the storm, Jesus had said, “Quiet! Be
still!” and the storm ceased (Mark 4:35-41); that in the healing of the demon-possessed man,
Jesus had said, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” and the evil spirit was cast out from the
demoniac (Mark 1:23-28); that in the healing of the leper, Jesus had merely touched him and
said, “Be clean!” and the leper was cleansed (Matthew 8:1-4); that in the raising of the dead
son of the widow of Nain, Jesus had said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” And the dead
man sat up and began to talk! (Luke 7:11-17)

And so the seed of faith in the centurion must have been planted and stirred up by his having
heard the stories of so many miraculous acts accomplished by a simple word of command
from Jesus.

Why did Jesus describe that spark of faith as “great”? Firstly, it was great when we consider
in whom this faith was found. This Gentile’s faith was more perceptive and sensitive than any
that Jesus had seen in Israel. In Luke 7:3, it is mentioned that when the centurion “heard”



about Jesus, he had already believed that Jesus had power to heal his servant. Hence he sent
to Jesus, elders of the Jews asking Jesus to come and heal his servant. The Jews, on the other
hand, had witnessed countless miracles of Jesus with their own eyes, yet all they did was to
wonder who Jesus was! Worse, some had accused Him of casting out demons by the power
of the devil! (Matthew 12:24)

Secondly, the centurion’s faith is great because he believed healing could take place without
Jesus having to be bodily present, thus surpassing the faith even of Martha and Mary who
thought Jesus had to be present to heal their brother Lazarus (John 11:21,32). Because God is
omnipresent, there is no such thing as distance when it comes to God. Since Jesus is God,
distance is no barrier to Him. So when He said to the centurion, “Go! It will be done just as
you believed it would”, the servant was healed even as Jesus spoke the words!

Immediately after speaking the healing words, Jesus issued a stern warning to the Jews. In
Matthew 8:11-12, He warned them about the belief at that time that they were right with God
simply because they were born Jews, since Jews were the chosen people of God. Jesus told
the Jews that many will come from the east and west (i.e. outside the Jewish nation of Israel)
and they will have a place in the kingdom of heaven, while those trusting in their ancestry
will be cast into outer darkness.

Ancestry has nothing to do with salvation. The kingdom of heaven is for those who have
personally put their faith and trust in Jesus as Lord and Saviour. It is hoped that when the
time comes for us to be judged, Jesus the righteous Judge of the world will commend us as
people of SUCH GREAT FAITH!

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, we praise You for You are our God who has dominion over diseases, demons,
nature and even death. Many of us have heard about You and have decided to follow You.
Some of us, however, have heard and have yet to decide to trust in You as Lord and Saviour.
Whatever the category we belong to, we all know how much money we have in the bank, but
none of us knows how much time we have left on this earth. May Your Spirit enable us, in
the time that we still have, to be men and women of great faith, following the example of the
centurion. Thank You for hearing our prayer, Amen.
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Wednesday, 28 April 2021

Title: The light of Jesus

By Wong King Wai

John 1:5 — The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

In this verse, Jesus is the light and the second part of the verse refers to the world that did not
understand or comprehend (some translations use these words) who Jesus is and what He
brings to the world.

Jesus being the light, illuminates our lives. He offers us hope and a new way of living. But
being sinful creatures, many a time we think we can bargain and manipulate God to do things
our way rather than submitting to and obeying God’s way. It is only after we have truly
surrendered every part of ourselves to God, can we see true transformation and growth.

As a youth teacher many years back, I recall sharing with my youth then, an illustration. Our
body is like a house. After we have invited Jesus into our life, we sit in the living room,
which is nicely designed and clean. But more often than not, we just keep Jesus in the living
room and never invite Him to the other parts of the house including the dark areas of our life
like the store room where we keep all sorts of stuff that we don’t want others to see. Or the
attic where the things we don’t want to see are kept away from our own eyes.

Until we allow Jesus into every part of our house/life, we will continue to struggle with
hidden sins and may come to a point where we don’t feel we want to follow God because He
“cramps” our style, makes it difficult to do business or we are afraid that people will think
poorly of us.

Whatever the case may be, by allowing Jesus to illuminate the dark corners of your life will
help set you free from bondages, bad habits and desires that keep you from fully experiencing
God’s grace, mercy and love.

Jesus’ love is demonstrated by His sacrifice on the cross. The way He died, should inform us
how terrible sin is and how you and | have been saved by God paying a great cost. Such a
sacrifice is not something to be flippant about nor should it be ignored. It is scary to reveal to
God the things we would rather not face in the light but rest assured Jesus is not here to
condemn but is here to set the captives free. It is time to stop struggling and invite Jesus into
the areas in your life that needs His light to reveal what you need to surrender to Him, so that
you can receive and experience deliverance and peace in your life.

PRAYER: Our Father in Heaven. Thank You for sending Jesus to the earth and to die for me.
Without His sacrifice |1 would have no hope or light in my life. Thank You for giving me a
way out of darkness. Help me to comprehend the light and to let Jesus set me free from
hidden sins that hold me back from experiencing You fully. I thank You and pray all these in
Jesus’ name. AMEN.
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Thursday, 29 April 2021

If I forget God...

Dorothy Teoh

John 6: 39-40

“ And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none of all those he has given me,
but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son
and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. ”

“If I forget God, will God forget me?”

Recently, I attended a webinar titled “Ageing and the Church: Theological and Pastoral
Perspectives”. One of the speakers shared that his late father, who had suffered from
Alzheimer’s for over 10 years, asked him this very poignant question one day.

He also shared that his father’s cognitive functions declined to a point where he could only
remember the Sunday School song, “Jesus loves me this [ know” and would sing it repeatedly
in the last few years before he passed away. (This is why the Sunday School ministry is
important, added Rev Lim Kar Yong, the speaker; the other speaker was Rev Tan Soo Inn,
PBC’s former pastor.)

What Rev Lim shared would resonate to some extent with anyone who has had to care for
aging parents or in-laws, or those who have relatives or friends suffering from dementia. For
the record, “Dementia is a general term for a decline in mental ability severe enough to
interfere with daily life. Alzheimer’s is the most common cause of dementia.” (Alzheimer’s
Association, US)

According to a World Bank report, Malaysia transitioned into an aging society in 2020, with
more than 7 per cent of the population aged 65 and above. That is expected to double to 14
per cent by 2044 and by 2056, one in five Malaysians will be 65 and older.

The fact that Malaysia is an aging society has implications for the Church and its ministries,
even for something as mundane as toilets with doors wide enough to accommodate
wheelchairs, or making sure to include a hymn or two during worship services (for more on
this, watch the recording of the webinar on YouTube).

The biggest known risk factor for Alzheimer’s is increasing age, but the disease is not a
normal part of aging, says the US Alzheimer’s Association. Still, as we get older, our
memory is not as sharp as before. My mother, who could rattle off the house phone numbers
of my aunt and god-sister in Melaka even into her early-80s (when | myself could not
remember) would say to me with a tinge of sadness when I wanted to call them, “I can’t
remember anymore.”

Losing our memory is not just a frightening prospect but something that may cause us to
grieve while we are still able to recognise that it is happening, the way we may grieve our
loss of productivity, independence and mobility as we get older.

That is why | found the webinar so helpful, not just for the theological and pastoral
perspectives but also the personal. What do you say, for instance, to someone who says that
they feel “useless”, as my godmother used to say to me each time | visited?



What has this to do with John 6 verses 39-40? The words of Jesus clearly tell us that He will
not lose anyone whom God has given Him, and that He will raise them up on the last day.
The promise of resurrection is repeated in verse 28.

In John 10: 27-28 , Jesus says: “ My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow
me. | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my
hand. ”

Even if we were to suffer from hearing loss or a deteriorating memory or be lost in the fog of
dementia as we age, Jesus will never lose us — we are safe in His hand.

In the 1990 movie “Home Alone”, an eight-year-old boy is accidentally left behind by his
family when they travel overseas for a Christmas vacation. Our Lord is not like the distracted
parents in the movie who, in the chaos of getting to the airport on time, did not notice that
one child was missing. On the last day, Jesus will not suddenly realise that He lost track of
one sheep.

“If I forget God, will God forget me?” Never! In Isaiah 49:16 , God says: “ See, I have
engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before me .” Even if a mother
could forget a nursing child, God says He will never forget us. Others may, but not God.

PRAYER

Abba Father, thank you for engraving us on the palms of Your hands and for your promise
that You will never forget us. Thank you for the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ who
keeps us safe in His hand. In His name we pray, Amen.
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Friday, 30 April 2021

Title: Eschew the sins of gossip and slander

Writer: Richard YW Yeoh

Verse: Matthew 12:36 ESV

“I tell you, on the day of judgement people will give account for every careless word they
speak ...”

Years ago, | read an article that left a lasting impression on me (I was a young Christian
then).

The writer postulated that gossip and slander are serious sins which he described as akin to
committing murder with our tongues. The Bible admonishes us to be careful not to sin in our
speech lest judgement befalls us.

In the book of Proverbs, King Solomon reminds us viz.

“A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret” (Prov 11:13 NIV)
and,

“A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends” (Prov 16:28 NIV)
A common justification is to say “it is true!” Be that as it may, is it edifying to speak ill of
others even if there is truth in it? Especially if it is not our business at all?

Paul also frequently cautions us on this in his warning against discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder” (2 Corinthians 12:20b NIV)

We must be careful not to utter words that can hurt relationships and tarnish reputations even
if we believe the information is true as we often do not verify what we hear nor do we always
know all the facts concerning a matter. This is especially true in the present days when stories
spread like wild fire in social media.

Words once uttered can never be recalled. A careless word can cause irreparable harm to a
relationship whether amongst family members, friends or church brethren.

Gossip and slander is uncharacteristic of Christians. We know the damage it does. It can even
cause dissension in church and divide the body of Christ.

How might Christians cope with gossip?
Here are some ways:

1. Proverbs 17:9 tells us to overlook an offense and not be unduly affected by loose talk.
2. Avoid gossipers and do not encourage them by showing interest in their gossip
3. Admonish gossipers in private and in love as many do not realize the harm of their
habits.
4. Guard our hearts and our tongues.
Let our words be edifying, constructive and encouraging to others and of others.
Avoid speaking ill of others especially when it is of no concern to us or the persons
around us. Indeed we will feel at peace in the joy of the Lord if we abstain from this
unwholesome habit.
Prayer:
Father God, teach us to be peace makers and people builders. Help us to eschew bad habits
like gossip and slander. Instead help us to speak well of others and be people encouragers.
Help us to walk with you Lord, in humility and forbearance and help us not to judge others as
we would not wished to be judged. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 1 May 2021

Title: The Praise of Simeon

By: Wong Yoke Ming

Luke 2:29-32

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes
have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

There are three things that the aged Simeon had seen: first, the salvation of God; next, in
Jesus, he had seen the light of the world; and finally, in Jesus, he had also seen a cause for
division — for there is no neutral ground in confrontation with Jesus. Even our Lord said,

“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” (Luke
11:23)

But Simeon saw and held the baby Jesus. In his humanity, Simeon could not have seen the
coming glory of Christ. Thus, this was a revelation from the Holy Spirit, as stated in verse 26.
God’s appointed time for the faithful Simeon to be in the temple was just as Joseph and Mary
brought the baby Jesus to do in accordance with the custom of the Law; and Simeon had seen
the fulfilment of the revelation of the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the
Christ — God had revealed the promised Son, the Spirit had confirmed it.

As we read our bible, have we seen the presence of the Christ in our lives? Luke 2 spoke to a
people who lived in the first century; it had been recorded through the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit for the people then. We have received the promise of His return, but that fulfilment is
still distant. Both Simeon and the Prophetess Anna had seen the baby Jesus with spiritual
eyes, as the Christ appointed for the redemption of all people. In reading the words of
prophecy in the bible about Christ’s return to finally vanquish evil and restore His kingdom,
what has God done in our lives that gives us the certainty of fulfilment of this prophecy? In
Hebrews 11:1, the author wrote, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” Both Simeon and Anna, in seeing the baby Jesus, had seen the
assurance of the hope given them.

We have seen the increasing corruption of the secular world, in so-called ‘developed nations’
of this world, we have seen the growing rebellion against authority, the ugliness of racism
manifesting in western society. The salvation had been prepared “in the presence of all
people”, and yet, certain groups of people seek to exclude others from community.

Simeon and Anna saw the promised salvation for all people in the temple — in the house of
God. Do our spiritual eyes confirm that final restorative hope as we seek God in our temple?
And if that is so, then it calls for a response in praise. If the Spirit has confirmed that final
restoration to us, it calls for a witness in our walk of faith — to reconcile hearts pierced by the
sword, to challenge the ‘falling’, and to uphold the ‘rising of many’ in Israel. Indeed, Jesus
has brought a sword that will unite us or separate us.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, You have given to us Your Son in our lives to guide us. You have also
promised us His return to unite us finally in Your eternal presence or to separate us from
You. We pray that in the first instance, we know Your faithfulness confirmed in Christ; and
we pray that, in the second, we perpetuate the hope of His return in our witness of Your
faithfulness. Amen.
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Sunday, 2 May 2021

Title: Hidden Treasure

By Elder Bryan Lee.

Matthew 13:44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up
. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”

How much do you think Alaska, the largest state (424 million acres) in the US is worth
today? In 1876, Russia sold Alaska to the US government for 7.2 million US dollars. That is
the average listing price of a bungalow in Singapore. The then Secretary of State William H.
Seward was heavily criticized for buying a piece of frozen barren land. Critics thought
Seward was crazy and called the deal “Seward’s folly.” Seward was laughed at for his
willingness to spend so much on “Seward’s icebox.”

But Seward was undeterred and he convinced the American government to purchase. The
Senate ratified the treaty that approved the purchase by just one vote. In convincing the US
Congress, Seward said, “I am not attracted by the ice and snow of this territory. | am attracted
by the abundant treasures buried underground.”

Ultimately, buying Alaska proved to be a very good decision. Major discoveries of gold were
made there in the 1880s and 1890s. Today, petroleum transported across the state through a
pipeline is Alaska’s richest mineral resource.

In a one verse parable, Jesus talks about the kingdom of heaven as treasure buried
underground. This treasure is so valuable that the man would sell everything in exchange.
The point of the parable is that everything pales in comparison to the kingdom of heaven. To
be a citizen of the kingdom of heaven you must obtain citizenship from the King.

Unlike Alaska, this treasure is not for sale. In fact it is given free of charge to anyone willing
to receive it. Sounds ridiculous? Not really. Because the offer of this treasure comes from
God the owner of the entire universe and he has put it in writing,

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him

should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

As a young man in college, I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior, and 44 years on it’s still
the greatest treasure | have received even though through these years God has blessed me
with other earthly treasures. This treasure most of all gives me the purpose to live my life on
earth. It is this treasure that led apostle Paul, the greatest persecutor of the church in the first
century to proclaim, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.” (Phil 3:8)

The treasure of knowing God and being part of his kingdom gives mankind the purpose in
life. Without this treasure, man’s existence in this world is meaningless.

Many of us have watched the movie Bohemian Rhapsody about the life of Freddie Mercury,
the lead singer of the hugely successful British rock band Queen. Success had brought him
fans all over the world and he had amassed a huge fortune, but in spite of this his life was
empty. In one of his last songs, Freddie Mercury asked the question: “Does anybody know
what we are living for?”



Shortly before his death in 1991 at the age of 45, he admitted in an interview and said “You
can have everything in the world and still be the loneliest man, and that is the most bitter type
of loneliness. Success has brought me world idolisation and millions of pounds, but it’s
prevented me from having the one thing we all need — a loving, ongoing relationship.”

There is only one relationship that is completely loving and ongoing, and that is our
relationship with God. That is the treasure Jesus is talking about in this one verse parable.
Without this treasure, life is void of ultimate meaning and purpose.

Prayer:

Sovereign God, you created humankind to have an ever lasting relationship with You in Your
kingdom. Some of us have broken this relationship. Help us to re discover this hidden
treasure once again. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Monday, 3rd May 2021

Finding Your Purpose in Life

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

How would you answer if someone were to ask you for your purpose in life? One writer on
Life Way Voices, Ken Widner said there are generally two purposes in life: a universal
purpose and an individual purpose.

Universal Purpose: The universal purpose is in the answer our Lord gave when asked what
was the greatest commandment. Jesus said “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. The
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these
two commandments” (Matt 22: 36-40).

This command to love God and love others is at the center of God’s original purpose for
mankind. Our Lord further reminded His disciples to love each other when, on the night He
was betrayed said “A new command | give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another” (John 13:34-35).

And He later goes on to say; “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything [ have commanded you” (Matt 28: 19-20).

These passages clearly tell us our universal purpose as children of God is to love God
wholeheartedly, with everything we have, love others and make disciples. The problem is we
often get distracted with our day-to-day responsibilities and worries of life. We so often tend
to use our God-given talents and gifts to pursue things that will not satisfy us, no matter how
much we have them. As we feel less fulfilled, we chase even harder after things we have been
deceived into believing will make us happy — things like power, status, money and the world
at large. No wonder John remind us “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves he world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).

Individual Purpose: We all need to be intentional in living our lives with purpose. Using our
God-given gifts is not just about finding out where we should serve in church, which of
course is important, but we must set our eyes, however, on the bigger picture.

In Matthew 25: 14-30, our Lord tells a parable about three servants who were each given
different amounts of money to invest while their master went on a long journey. Two of them
invested wisely and received a return on their investment. The third hid his money and did
nothing with it. When the master returned, he praised the first two and rewarded them with
greater responsibility. But he was not pleased with the third servant and took away the money
he was given and gave it to the first servant.

Do challenge yourself to think of what God has entrusted to us in the form of talents and
abilities and how we are using them. Rick Warren in his book The Purpose Driven Church
uses the acronym SHAPE (spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality, and experiences), all
given by God as to how we should live our lives and determine our individual purpose.

Widner suggested one of the ways to help us to do this is to write out a purpose statement for
ourselves. This is often used in the business world to align an organization around a purpose
or mission. It goes something like this:



What do we do?
Who are our customers?
What’s the result we want for them?

This same formula can be applied to our own purpose or mission statement. For Widner, his
purpose statement is: “I teach those in search of purpose how to find and live out their
purpose so they can live a fulfilled life”.

To answer the above questions, Widner wrote:

What do | do? I teach, using what | believe to be my God-given talent.
Who do I do it for? Those in search of purpose.

What is the expected result? That others will live a fulfilled life.

This purpose statement travels with us regardless of our various roles as spouse, father,
provider, etc. or whatever occupation as doctor, lawyer, accountant, businessman,
homemaker, salesperson, truck driver, clerk, whatever. It’s about bringing our individual
purpose with us throughout the day 24/7 and living it out in a way that shows our love for
God and others. This will open doors and create opportunities to make disciples of Christ.
That’s our individual purpose. To live the life.

PRAYER: Dear Father God, thank you for reminding all of us that you have given us life and
saved us for a purpose. Help us to live out our universal and individual purposes in our lives
so we will not be like the third servant — doing nothing with whatever you have blessed us
with. Help us all to live a fulfilled life so we can one day stand before you and say like Paul: |
have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. In Jesus precious
name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 4 May 2021

Title: Grow Up

By: Pastor Isaac Yim

Text: Matthew 5:48

“In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out
your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives
toward you.” (Matt 5:48 The Message)

”You, therefore, must be perfect (growing into complete maturity of godliness in mind and
character, having reached the proper height of virtue and integrity), as your heavenly Father
is perfect.” (Matt 5:48 Amplified Bible, Classical edition)

Jesus took His disciples aside and taught them what it takes to be a genuine follower of Jesus
Christ. Matthew chapters 5 to 7 collectively cover His teachings known as the Sermon on the
Mount.

“Therefore, you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Matt 5:48 NKJV).
Jesus concludes this part of the discourse by commanding His disciples to be “perfect.” The
original word for perfect, is from the Greek word “teleios” used to denote completeness or
full maturity. It is the goal of every follower of Jesus to grow to be complete, whole, mature
and lacking in nothing. We are to discover and finish — complete — the calling of God which
He has prepared for us to do.

Scofield’s Reference Notes on Matthew 5 states that “...the word perfect here implies full
development, growth into maturity of godliness, not sinless perfection (Eph. 4:12,13) ...”
(Scofield)

The only way that we can be perfect — this side of heaven — is to be conformed into the image
and likeness of Christ; by Christ giving His righteousness to us. When Christ began this good
work in us, He will bring it to completion in the day of Jesus Christ as promised in
Philippians 1:6. It is therefore our privilege and responsibility, to work toward maturity or
“perfection”.

Paul’s goal was to know Christ, to be like Christ, and to be all that Christ had in mind for
him. He sought to love and obey Christ by yielding his total self to Jesus. “No, dear brothers
and sisters, | have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and
looking forward to what lies ahead, | press on to reach the end of the race and receive the
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.” (Phil 3:13-14 NLT)
We need to come to Jesus, our perfect model to imitate for our daily living. We need to ask
the Holy Spirit to enable us to be perfect in the following 4 areas:
1. Imitate Jesus in His character — we will not be flawless but we will aspire to be like
Christ as much as possible.
2. Imitate Jesus in holiness — we will not follow the values of the world but we will seek
to do His will and carry out His love and mercy to the world.
3. Seek to grow into maturity in Christ — it takes time to grow into Christlike character
and holy living. We must ask God for grace and mercy to grow into maturity and
wholeness. May we progress from a spiritual baby into a spiritual daddy and mummy
for others.
4. Imitate the love of Jesus — we will seek to love others as Jesus loves us.
All of us have a tendency to sin but that shouldn’t prevent us from pursuing
perfection. Let us strive to excel in every area to becoming like Jesus.
“Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be
like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he



really is. And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is
pure.” (1 John 3:2-3 NLT)

Prayer for Today

Dear Heavenly Father, I long to be more like You and to finish the work You have called me
to do. | pray that I will reflect Christ in all that | say and do each day. Help me to encourage
and influence others to walk worthy of our calling. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Wednesday, 5 May 2021

Title: Seek First His Kingdom and His Righteousness

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

Matthew 6:33a — But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. ..

In the worship hall of our church one Sunday, | noticed one of our members sitting quietly.
His face looked downcasted, but it was with dignity and strength. 1 understood the look of
tiredness and concern he showed. His wife was very ill. His own health was not robust.

I walked to him and asked, “How are you?”” He responded hesitantly, “Okay, I guess.” He
then paused and spoke frankly, “Pastor, I want to take God seriously before it is too late. |
have been enjoying my life so much and always thought I lived a good life.” He continued
on, “I was reflecting on my life lately, and asked myself, ‘is this my life all about?’”, “I
enjoyed it but I don’t understand the meaning of it.” He shifted a bit and then said, “There
was a time when | liked travel and cars and good food and lots of things. | got excited about
them. But they don’t mean anything to me anymore.”

| began to realize that material things no longer satisfy him. Desire for things of the world no
longer engrossed him. As his wife’s health is not getting any better, he knew he is losing his
partner to share their lives together. His perspective on life has changed because he finally
saw what is more meaningful in life. Things of the world decreased in importance, but
relationships with God and with the church became his priority. This brother is walking
closer with God now and learning the meaning of seeking first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness. His sincere strength in God is very encouraging!

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, your words are wise and always nourishing to our soul. Please help us
to see what is meaningful and important in our life. Teach us to live an abundant life in you.
Thank you, Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Thursday, 6 May 2021

The Twin Pillars of the Church
Ps Mark Tan

Luke 24:13-35

As the pandemic continues to prevent the Church from coming together in one assembly, we
give thanks to God for His amazing Providence that we can still “assemble and worship”
online in a way. In over one year, the Church is now more robust to the situation. Not letting
the pandemic slow us down, the Church now reaches out to people online via livestreaming
services, online cell group meetings and Bible studies, and a focus on caring for the poor and
lonely.

However, with these new opportunities come new threats in the form of “online false-
teachings.” These false teachers manifest online either as those who claim to possess a
“truer” or “better” gospel than what we receive in church services, “special knowledge” in
articles and videos we come across online, and sometimes even posing as “a sincere group of
laypeople from different church backgrounds wanting to study the Bible other than what the
Church is teaching.”

How do we ensure that we do not succumb to these false teachings? How do we make sure
we do not let our doubts convince us to believe their lies? Moreover, how do we continue to
bear witness to the true and redeeming Gospel in the midst of all these false teachings?
Thanks be to God, through the encounter on the road to Emmaus, Jesus reveals to us “twin
pillars” for the church.

The first pillar is SCRIPTURE.

On the road to Emmaus, Jesus asked them what was happening in Jerusalem and what they
understood to have happened. To which, the disciples began to share about Jesus and how
they thought that perhaps he was just a great prophet like those of the Old Testament (vv19-
21) and they still did not know what to make of the empty tomb (vv22-24). From their
answers, we can see that the disciples were not sure as to what was going on with Jesus’
death and resurrection. In fact, they may not have even believed the women’s testimonies
(Luke 24:11), and they were slowly going back to their default Judaism in thinking that
perhaps Jesus was just a prophet. Jesus solved this problem by “ beginning with Moses and
all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning

himself. ” That was a lot to say, but as the journey was around 11km long, He had plenty of
time! The point is this: studying the Scriptures with the Gospel-lenses of Jesus’ ministry,
death and resurrection, the TRUTH is revealed and no falsehoods can prosper. It is sad but
clear to see that so many people, both young and old, are being persuaded into false teachings
primarily because they are basically illiterate to the Scriptures.

The second pillar is COMMUNION. While the disciples’ hearts were burning within them as
Jesus opened the Scriptures to them while on the road, they still did not recognize Jesus was
talking to them! It was only when doing His signature-move: he took bread, gave thanks,
broke it and began to give it to the disciples, that their eyes were opened and they recognized
him (vv30-31). Not only that, but because Jesus appeared to the other disciples, the disciples
assembled together and affirmed “It is true! The Lord has risen and appeared...” The point is
this: when we as one faith and one mind come together and commune, i.e. encourage and
share our faith with one another, God will not only renew truth in our minds, He will also
restore faith in our hearts. Thus, the encouraging mystery of Jesus’ promise: for when two or
three are gathered together in His name, there He will be also.



Some practical applications:

1. Invest in the Scriptures: Don’t just read it, invest in it. Like a chef who invests in a
good quality chef’s knife and uses it intensively in his profession, | would encourage
you to invest in a good Study Bible and use it intentionally and intensively. Also,
don’t just read it out of habit and without purpose. Challenge yourself. Again like a
chef with a good quality knife challenges himself to learn more culinary skills,
challenge yourself to see how you wield the Scriptures to reveal God’s truths: What
does the Bible say about the Trinity? About the role of women? About the deity of
Jesus? About being truly saved?

2. Do not neglect to meet together: There is a difference between attending and watching
church. Other than gathering together on Sundays to worship, assemble and commune
together, either physically or online, and exchange what you have learnt about God
and the Gospel that week. In doing so, not only will you learn even more about God
through others, you will witness the reality of God’s mighty hand gathering and
guarding His flock, and bringing those spiritually dead back to life, renewed in Christ
Jesus.

PRAYER:

O God, I give you thanks for the good gift of your word. Let my heart and mind be still in
thanksgiving for this amazing gift. Every good gift, including your word, is a gift. | thank you
for the wisdom you provide. | give you thanks for your love and mercy towards me. Lord,
please open my eyes to the truth of your word. I pray for wisdom and clarity as I read your
word, and discernment as | apply your word to my heart. Let your word change my actions. |
pray the truth | find here will transform my heart and mind to follow you more.

Almighty God, you have given us grace when we gather together in your Name as you have
promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of them. We pray, O Lord, as we gather in your Name, grant
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Friday, 7 May 2021

Title: Jesus is praying for us
By: Ps Cheng Cheung

John 17:9 “I pray for them . ..”

All of us live our Christian lives in the context of an unholy world. Some face extraordinary
temptation amid openly corrupt and morally debased behaviour. One who works in a secular
commercial environment is often under tremendous pressure to compromise ethical standards
to satisfy the greed of their employers. Christian business owners are tempted to bend legal
rules and compliance requirements because it is more convenient. The Christian student often
circulates in an environment polluted with crude language, sensuality and even a lack of
sexual abstinence.

We have read that James says that religion that is pure and undefiled . . (is) to keep oneself
unstained from the world. And Paul, in the context of Christians being the temple in which
the Holy Spirit of God dwells, quoting Isaiah, says in 2 Corinthians 6:17 “Therefore ‘come
out from their midst, and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and touch no unclean thing, and I will
welcome you.” He is advocating that believers not be “mismatched” or “unequally yoked”
with non-believers.

Immediately, two questions arise:

(1) What encouragement can we draw from God’s Word that the Lord will enable us to set
ourselves apart from the world?

Jesus’s prayer in John 17 shows the Lord’s tender concern for His disciples. And it is not just
for the first century disciples, but He prays for all of His disciples through the years,
including all present-day believers. Verse 20: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those
who will believe in Me through their word” And we can be sure that the Lord is also praying
for us, NOW, while He is seated at the right hand of Our Heavenly Father. He prays for our
preservation from moral evil (v 11-15), our sanctification (v 17) and our unification (21).

(2) And how are we to live in the world and yet not be of the world ?

It may sound simplistic, but there is no better way than to understand, “man shall not live by
bread alone” means, and to resolve to live by His Word daily.

On a personal basis, various struggles, and temptations to “take things easy” in my walk with
the Lord used to bother me regularly. Some still do, from time to time. But would you believe
me if | shared that since last year, preparation to write the daily devotion caused me to read
God’s Word much more intensively and with greater scrutiny and focus than I had in the
past? Those portions of scripture and their application to my own life literally came alive!

For example, very honestly, until last year, | had not appreciated Psalms very much. But |
sought to understand David’s many struggles and his intimate relationship with God as he
expressed himself openly before God. This helped me identify with his many shortcomings
and emotions. It also helped me understand why God dealt with David the way He did — with
great compassion and yet uncompromisingly. | could identify with David. He is very much a
man like you and me. But through his struggles and trials, he drew closer and closer to God.
Similarly, I believe you and I would also be able to have an intimate relationship with the
Lord and hear His voice and allow Him to guide us daily.



We don’t need to grit one’s teeth and thereby resist the world’s subtle, eroding influence on
our own. But we do need to strengthen our spiritual life by feeding on God’s Word. This is
what the Lord Himself prayed to the Father: John 17: 15 & 17

“I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but that you keep them safe from the evil
one. Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth.”

May we seek to draw close to God daily through His Word.

My Prayer today

Lord Jesus, thank You for praying for me daily. Thank you for upholding me when I am
spiritually, emotionally, and mentally weak. Thank You for providing a way of escape
whenever | am tempted.

Draw me nearer to You daily. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 8 May 2021

Title: The service of Anna the prophetess

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Irene Hong

Luke 2 :37 “and then was a widow until she was eighty four. She never left the temple but
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.”

Every person who is redeemed by the Lord, who is a child of God, should serve God. We
often think that going out to preach and work for the Lord is serving God, just like the
prophets of the Old Testament and the apostles of the New Testament, but the priests of the
temple and the angels before God are also serving God. The priests in the temple offering a
sacrifice in the outer courts are also serving Him, and burning incense in the sanctuary is also
considered as serving God. If only toiling away outside His temple is considered serving,
then some people will never have the opportunity and strength to serve.

When the Lord Jesus came to the world for the first time, there was a prophetess Anna who
was eighty-four years old. She was still serving God and waiting for the Lord to come. How
did she serve? She never left the temple, fasted, prayed, and served God day and night.
Indeed! How holy, true, and precious is this kind of service. Although no one saw it, no
sacrifice was given, no praise was received, but God saw and commended her, and it was
enough for her to do her part. For ministries conducted outside the church, there may be
many people working together, and it is easy to see the results of the work. The ministry in
the temple is done alone, with no immediate results seen. The light is not as bright as the one
under the sun, but the presence of God is particularly felt, and the effect is profound. The
light is not only from the lamp stand, but also from the face of God.

Dear brothers and sisters who are seniors, perhaps you feel that you are old, weak, or living
alone with no one to rely on, remember 1 Timothy 5:5 “The widow who is really in need and
left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for
help.”

Or perhaps you are restricted by your family environment and cannot go out for more
activities. But you have an inner room, this inner room is the sanctuary in your heart, 1
Corinthians 3:16 “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s
Spirit lives in you?” This door is closed to the world, and you can fast and pray to serve God.
Not only during the day, but also at night, day or night may never be silent. This kind of
service is most pleasing to God, and most needed by men, just as what is said in Revelation
7:15 “Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His
temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tent over them” . This kind of service is
a foreshadow and a sign of eternal service.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we want to thank you and praise you. We come before you to
surrender ourselves totally into your hands. Lord, we are so petty and lowly, we are really not
complete before you. Lord, may you renew and change us, and build up our lives. Thank you
Lord for hearing our prayer, may our service be pleasing to you. In Jesus name we pray,
Amen!
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Sunday, 9 May 2021

Title: Secret of A Fruitful Life

By Elder Yu Chin Shie

Text : John 15: 5

“I am the vine; you are the branches.

Whoever abides in me and I in him,

He it is that bears much fruit,

For apart from me you can do nothing.*

John 15:1-17 is one of my favorite bible passages. It is one of Jesus’ most vivid and powerful
illustration for the believer’s intimate relationship with Him in the metaphor of the Vine and
the Branches.

John 13 through 17 is often called the Upper Room Discourse. Here in John 15, Jesus
prepares His disciples for His imminent death and departure by instructing them about their
calling and mission as His disciples and emphasizing their absolute dependence on Him.

For the sake of our readers who are not familiar with the Vine and Branches Metaphor, let me
briefly unpack it.

The vine is Jesus. The branches are the believers or disciples. The vinedresser (the gardener)
is God the Father. The unfruitful branches appear to be nominal disciples, people who
outwardly follow Jesus for a time, but fail to bear fruit. The fruit we are called to bear
probably include transformed character (fruit of the Spirit as in Gal 5:22-23) and fruitfulness
in evangelism and disciples making.

From the passage in John 15, it is very apparent that God wants His children to be fruitful.
There are three types of branches given here. Those who bear no fruit in verse 2; bear fruit in
verse 4 and bear much fruit in verse 5.

God’s greatest desire is for us to bear much fruit, not just fruit, for His glory and show
ourselves to be His disciples. (John 15:8) and He wants us to bear fruit that will last (John
15:16)

What is the secret of a fruitful life for God?

The metaphor given by Jesus of the Vine and the Branches is so simple and plain and yet so
profound. To be fruitful, we just have to Abide in Jesus as branches abide in the vine.

Abiding in Christ can be described as

1. Connection with Jesus — just like the branch is connected to the vine. Theologically it
is called “union with Christ”. This connection is mutual. We abide in Him and He
abides in us (v. 4). If there is no connection, there is no life and no fruit.

2. Dependance on Jesus — the relationship is not reciprocal. The branch depends on the
vine for its very survival and fruit bearing but the vine is not dependent on the branch.
Without the sap flowing from the vine, supplying it with water, minerals and
nutrients, the branch will be useless and lifeless. Apart from Jesus, we can do nothing
of any spiritual significance or bear spiritual fruit (v. 5)

3. Continuance with Jesus — abiding in Christ involves continuance. The Greek word for
abide is “meno” which means to remain, stay or continue. So to abide in Christ is to



remain in Him, keep trusting Him, depending on Him and persevere in Jesus and in
His teaching.
The above three descriptions of the phrase abiding in Christ picture an intimate, close
relationship and not just a superficial acquaintance.

How then shall we abide in Him so that we can bear much fruit for Jesus and for His glory?

John 15:7 likens abiding in Christ to His word abiding in us with a promise “ask whatever
you wish and it will be given you”.

Spiritual fruitfulness is impossible if we are not abiding in Christ and spending time with
Him daily in the study of His word and in prayer. Jesus is the source of our fruitfulness. He
supplies the power to make us fruitful.

The proofs of abiding in Christ (true believers versus the pretenders) include

obedience to Christ’s commands (John 15:10, 1 John 3:24);

follow Jesus’ example (1 John 2:6);

living a life free from habitual sin (1 John 3:6) and

the awareness of a divine presence within one’s life (1 John 4:13).

Let us be the branch that bears much fruit, not just bear some fruit or even worst, no fruit at
all! The warning for the branches which bear no fruit — they will wither and the gardener will
gather them and have them thrown into the fire and burned. (John 15:6)

Prayer —

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for reminding us that You are the vine and we the branches. We acknowledge that
apart from You, we can do nothing. Please help us to abide in You always so that we will
bear much fruit and fruit that will last, for Your glory.

In Jesus name we pray,

Amen
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PBC Dailly Devotion

Monday, 10 May 2021

Going Glocal.

Ong Hwee Soo.

Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47

The word ‘glocal’ is a portmanteau of ‘global’ and ‘local’ and is purported to have originated
from the Japanese concept of ‘dochakuka’ which refers to a way of adapting farming
techniques to local conditions. From agriculture, the concept of ‘dochakuka’ morphed into a
marketing strategy when Japanese corporations adopted the idea into their businesses in the
1980s.

The word ‘glocal’ is purported to be coined by Akio Morita, the founder of Sony
Corporation. Thereafter, ‘glocal’ became a buzzword espoused by MNCs worldwide.

‘Glocalization’ (combination of the words ‘globalization’ and ‘localization’ describes a
process in which a product or service is developed and distributed globally but is adjusted to
accommodate the user or consumer in a local market.

Sony Corporation trademarked the slogan “Go Glocal” in their advertising and branding
strategies in the 1980s and 1990s. HSBC used to run an advertisement campaign, “We are the
World’s Local Bank”. Well, if we are the temple of the H oly S pirit and the B ody of C hrist
then, we are our own ‘HSBC’. Hence, “ We are Christ’s Local Church ™. In this sense, all our
missions are local.

Matthew 28:19, “ Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...”
Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”

Luke 24:47, “and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem .”

The verb “go” connotes ‘as we go’ and the phrase “into all the world” implies ‘into all of it’,
beginning with our ‘Jerusalem’, that is, where we are right now, we are to reach out to “all
nations” meaning people of all ethnicities.

Wherever we go is global and whenever we go is local . Keeping our eyes focussed on God’s
global purposes results in us working out our local responses. How can we begin to make
local applications of God’s global purpose and principle?

Firstly, embrace God’s heart for the nations in our midst: aliens, foreign students, migrants,
refugees etc.

Secondly, enter a migrant neighbourhood and exegete the community through Prayer Walks
in the locality.

Thirdly, engage them in a relationship through ministry of word and deed.



I mentioned in my previous Devotional (26 Apr - “Think Global. Act Local”) various
opportunities for us to be engaged in Myanmarese and Afghan communities nearby. Our
Mission Deacon (a member of the Malaysian Diaspora Network) has contacts with an NGO
which ministers to various refugee communities of other ethnicities. We have begun initial
contacts with a Myanmarese community as well as an Afghan community, so perhaps we can
engage with these first. Do feel free to contact our Mission Deacon if you wish to volunteer
or contribute in some way.

One common example of glocalization we see among worldwide fast-fast chains is the
offering of specific menu items that cater to local tastes as well as acclimatizing with local
cultures and customs, such as, pizzas with ‘rendang beef” toppings during the Raya season,
‘prosperity burgers’ during Chinese New Year season or ‘tandoori flavoured fried chicken’
during Deepavali.

Well, we may also try the reverse version of this. In future when MCO is over, perhaps we
can consider ordering food from a Myanmarese or Afghan caterer (subject to SOP and food
hygiene, of course), when we have family events or church functions. This way, we can taste
their unique cuisines and at the same time engage with them, while helping them in their
livelihood.

God calls us out of our pews and beyond our comfort zones into other cultures where we
encounter differing worldviews. Hence, we will have opportunities to shine the light of Christ
in areas of darkness.

How can you increase your awareness of the needs of the diaspora in our midst? Why is it
vital for us to gain God’s global perspective in what we are doing in our ministries?

Let’s Live the Life, Going Glocal.
PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, as You have brought the nations to our shores, help us to embrace Your
heart for them. As You open doors for us, help us, dear Lord to enter their neighbourhoods
with hearts and minds of understanding as well as wisdom and ability to engage them in
ministry of word and deeds. In Jesus’ Name, amen.



fFH R

B, 202145 H10H
Frall: & F A BRA AL
W S

B PREEHGR

O oRAR S 28:19; L4871 16:15; B INAE S 24:47

“ETRAMAL” (glocal) —ialE “4ER{L”  (global) Fl “ZAHufl” (local) P~/
FIVE R, 4 IR T H A KIMES “dochakuka” , FE 2 —F Rl AR E N 2
HAE LU 7. 20 4D 80 AR, HARMM X —B & 5 HE A T 55+,
“dochakuka™ RIS Al A AR b8 AR B — i B TR

Pabr “ R (glocal) XAMARZHZEAT (Sony Corporation) @l4H N\ & H
RER. tfE, “eEkAtit” BoN 72t AEEAR (MNC s) HESMITAT
o

CABRARHAL” (CAERIL” RN CARMAL” AN A ) H R — e B 55 A A ER
YU FE N R AN 434, (EOR TN 2 T35 O Bl B AT R B A R .

R analfE Bl 80 AN 90 AR AN A LR B ol R [ A BRAHAL Y (Go
Glocal) IX— I 5IEM AR R. ILFRIT (HSBC) HLHATIE —Ik “IRATZ M AT
AT TTEHEEBEAES. B4, HEANZE “ERME” (Temple of the H oly S pirit) DA &
“FBHI B /K”  (theBodyof Christ) , AT EE SR “VCFE” (HSBC) |'; Hi&Z,
CERATERERM T E S 7 o NIRAE B, TRATTHTE B4 i # 2 Hh 5 1

HRARE 28:19 “PTLMRAIE &, M7 RAFRMITIFE == 7
LTHE T 16:15 “ee RN AEE R T &%, BREES TR, 7
HOINAEE 24:47 “IF E NEZEME A UOBERE, ARG E EAL R . 7

e “EK7 REEE UK WEE, EERT” BEE CHARIE” ., AWK
TR “HRERHGS 7 JFaG, Wal2il, RATIAEREZ AL, FATE R “TR” HilTF
SR, SEEE MK .

TARTATR AR T Fo2 aBkit , JToREAE AR LA RATHIIRN %
VET b i A EA i 2 LA E R IRA T AMAL B R BATIA A AN ]
717 A BR B R LU e ?

B, NERMBHPRAR i Eapos: SMEAN. Bt BR RS

Hk, BidELH) ‘#5541 (Prayer Walks) , #EN —PREEAEX, @R X4
X

B=, B FEMTE, 5] M . #RR.



WAEZ IR B4 H 26 H - “JRERK, AMATA” )Rt 17 40min] 2 56 1) 4
AR AL X P2 o FRATTAH S A (S oK P M U A7 B 28 O k5 ) 55— IR 3L
AR 25 e RAE X AR BUR VG B &R, JATE LT85 4 ) A DORIRA] o 4 X
BEAT R, P DA AT AT PSS B IR e X . in RIEEE S 5 B 5T
Bk, TR S BATTH B HIAF AR

AL T S 203t 1 PRAESE B TR B — N LI R A B 7o, SRS 2
PR I3 N =4 1 SO AN S R e SR IH B AT R WIS FoR 2 “A= =k
W7 RPBEER “RER” , BCERIRTTN “ Ap RRERS” .

W, AT A DU S AR o KR Z AT E & (MCO) 45N, BIFHATR LA
5 B BE B G BN, R 4 ) BCB] T (0 L AR I AT B (08, BEESF SOP AT
dh BAR) o IXRE, BRATTAT DARD S BRI SG &, AR R B AT R A A R, S A AT
T Fro

Ean HMIRAE H H sy, EMBATHEFEX, BEAAFBSC, EIREEATZERIA
AT A DRIE,  BAT PR L2 5B (10 HEORR A2 SR IR (137

IR REPE R B AN rh 1) B AT B A SR IR ? A A RATE S L3RS A i
SRR R G H L ?

EFATE b, B AR AL
W

RAC, BRI Rl BIBATHIE I, SRAFBIEA VAR S IIEARAT 0o BN EATIHOT
RITHIIHE, SERZE, RABIRAVE B0 LU B S 50 N AT 28 5,
B FIRATE R IRE SAA T SL R = HRERAAA, BA ]



Tuesday, 11 May 2021

Title: Childlike Humility

By: Cecilia Tan

Matthew 18:4 “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.”

When the disciples asked our Lord Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of God?”, they
wanted to know who out of the twelve of them would hold the highest position in His
kingdom. Who would occupy that place of greatest power, honour, fame, wealth and glory?

Jesus gave them the most shocking answer — the greatest in the kingdom of God is the one
who humbles himself like a child! The world measures greatness in terms of being rich,
famous, powerful, influential and accomplished in the many fields of human endeavour.
Jesus however measures greatness in a radically different way.

Jesus used a little child, a nobody, one without power or status, to teach His disciples a lesson
about humility. Greatness in God’s kingdom is not based on accomplishments of any sort but
on childlike humility of spirit. Children are at the bottom of the pecking order, powerless and
helpless, being utterly dependent on others to meet their every need. They are innocent,
loving, trusting and believe without complication, being uncorrupted by preconceived notions
of the world. They are humble, teachable, quick to forgive, willing to learn and grow.

It is extremely hard to practise humility, even more difficult to be humble like a child. For we
are all born with a proud heart that exalts itself, not God or others! Thoughts of superiority
reign in our hearts even though we are aware that “there are six things that the Lord hates,
seven that are an abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood.” (Proverbs 6:16-17) Heading up the list of seven deadly sins is “haughty
eyes.” These eyes belong to the proud and arrogant person whose nose is perpetually in the
air! Like Satan, he has a haughty demeanour and sets himself above others, and ultimately
above God!

C.S.Lewis states “The essential vice, the utmost evil, is pride. It was through pride that the
devil became the devil. Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of
mind.”

Which is why God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (Proverbs 3:34). The
proud are often punished as in Daniel 4:30 where King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon surveyed
his empire from the roof of his palace, then congratulated himself for his achievements,
asking rhetorically, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a
royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” Immediately, he was afflicted with
madness and reduced to an animal state for seven years until he had been adequately
humbled.

Contrast his pride with that of King Solomon’s humility. In 1 Kings 3:7, Solomon the wisest
man who ever lived, prayed to God saying “I am only a little child and do not know how to
carry out my duties.” Yet he was a great king, greater than all the kings of the earth in riches
and wisdom, from whom many other kings sought advice! He did not trust his own wisdom
but took his place as a little child at the feet of the Lord, asking God for wisdom to govern
His people.



The Lord was so pleased with Solomon’s humility that He responded saying “behold, I now
do according to your word. Behold, | give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like
you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you
have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your
days.” (1 Kings 3:12-13)

A childlike (not childish) sense of dependence and our powerlessness before God — this is the
humble response that God desires from His children. If we wish to be part of His kingdom,
we must humble ourselves before Him, like small children. We are to rely on Him not only
for material needs, but for all sustenance in life both now and in the life to come. Hence we
cast off all pride, boastfulness and self-dependence. For we realise that without Him, we can
do nothing!

We recognise that when tasks are successfully completed and milestones achieved, the
applause belongs to God, not us. For He is the one who mobilises all necessary resources
required and only by His grace are we, mere mortals, able to satisfactorily complete His
assignments. So let us not long for human applause for all glory belongs to God! Let us seek
to practise CHILDLIKE HUMILITY for the fruitful Christian is the one who is most humble.

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, forgive our self-exalting, praise-hungry attitude, our insatiable desire
for recognition and glory. Help us to be Your humble, teachable and trusting followers.
Teach us to be patient, kind and most importantly, to be willing to be transformed into the
image and likeness of Your Son, Jesus, the perfect example of humility. In His name, we
pray. Amen
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Wednesday, 12 May 2021

Title: Unmerited Favour

By Wong King Wai

Matt 19:16 — And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do
to have eternal life?”

In Matt 19, verses 16 to 22, we read about a rich young ruler who came to Jesus and asked
Him what he must do to have eternal life. Although this passage teaches us about being
careful who or what we worship, this passage also teaches us about the Grace of God.

The late Jerry Bridges authored “Transforming Grace”, a book which was instrumental in my
understanding of Grace and which | have had the opportunity to teach several times in the
past.

Grace is defined as “unmerited favour”, a favour which is not based on any work or effort we
do to gain merit for blessings from God. It is freely given to us simply by faith in Jesus. We
can do nothing to earn our way into heaven or deserve this Grace.

In this story of the rich young ruler, you will notice the use of the word “I”” many times. This
young man kept highlighting what he had done. But Jesus soon revealed to him his true
heart’s treasure — his wealth — and it was something the young ruler could not give up and he
left sad. This passage is a good lesson to teach us to not depend on the results of our self-
effort and works to deserve anything from God because He blesses His children according to
His will and love for us.

| would like to think that this rich young ruler eventually understood what he had to do to
receive Jesus in his life, simply because we are not different from him. I’'m reminded of this
in Psalm 23:4, which states ”Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death”.
Who among us hasn’t gone our own way (notice the same word “I” in the verse) but
thankfully God is never far from us and is always guiding us.

Furthermore, the same Grace freely given is also the fuel for service. Jerry gives another
definition of Grace, which is “divine assistance”. It is this assistance that we use to serve
others. If we serve by our own effort or strength, we will burn out, give up and be
discouraged in no time.

Let us not think we have to do something to deserve anything from God. Let us remember
what He has done for us, be grateful for His blessings and Grace, and trust and obey His
commands. It can be tough going, but thank God we have amazing Grace that not only saved
wretches like us but also gave us the fuel to live out our lives for His glory.

PRAYER: My Father in Heaven. Forgive me if | have mistaken that my walk with You
requires me to earn my way into heaven. Forgive me for thinking that just because of what I
have and done that | deserve blessings. Guide me to know where my blind spots are so | can
seek Your forgiveness and surrender my soul, heart, body, mind and spirit totally to You.
Without You I can do nothing. Help me and show me how to live my life by Your Grace. In
Jesus’ name I pray. AMEN.
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Thursday 13th May 2021

Title: O Man of Little Faith (Matt 14:22-33)

By Choong Yoon Tong

Jesus chided Peter, “O man of little faith” (Matt 14:31) and the critics join in the
condemnation in droves. As if they were experts in walking on water, preachers boldly
advise, “set your eyes on Jesus, not on the waves and you will not sink like Peter.”

Yet the man of “little faith” called out to Jesus, “Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you on
the water” (Matt 14:28). He was not even sure if it was Jesus, but he knew if anyone walked
toward them on water, it had to be Jesus, the Son of God. Peter knew he had no power to
walk on water by himself, but if Jesus tells him to do so, he can. Despite the stormy situation,
he saw the golden opportunity to step into a venture that was beyond his might and
imagination. O what great faith that is!

Jesus has every right to chastise Peter of his “little faith”. Yet, many of us are like the
disciples who were clinging tight in the boat. We still struggle with the waves that are tossing
us around. The waves of everyday struggle to feed and care for the family, the struggle to
stay safe against the pandemic, the toil to meet our boss’ expectations... We are too insecure
to leave the boat. Many distractions cause us to miss the opportunity to walk to the Lord and
with the Lord, the thrill and joy to walk on water.

Prayer:

Lord, help me to look beyond my daily struggles and open my eyes to see the opportunities to
serve You and walk with You. Even if | ultimately sink, You are there to catch me. Even if it
is a short skip on water, the moment of faith will help me to sail through any storm for the
rest of my life.
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Friday, 14 May 2021

What does God expect of Me?

By : Prathab V

John 10: 10b (HCSB)

“I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.

In his 2009 book, The Hole in Our Gospel, the former CEO of World Vision Richard Stearns
asks some very pointed questions: “What does God expect of us? What is the Christian faith
about? Going to church every Sunday, saying grace before meals and avoiding the most
serious sins — or does God expect more?”

These are simple questions. But the answers are never simple.
“What does God expect from me?” is a very profound one but not an easy question to answer.

As I look to the scriptures, especially to Jesus as a guide, | notice that Jesus had a mission
statement for His life on earth: « The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10, NIV). My favourite Bible
version, the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB), renders the verse as “ A thief comes
only to steal and to Kill and to destroy. | have come so that they may have life and have it in
abundance.”

Abundant life! This means “more than one would expect or anticipate.” Surely then, the
Gospel is more than merely attending church, saying prayers and reading the Bible daily.
Stearns goes on to say that for many of us, the Gospel has been “about saving as many people
as possible — for the next life.” As a result, it has “minimised any concern for those same
people in this life.” Perhaps, we have gotten dull preparing for the next life that we have
forgotten about those who are suffering in this life with a bleak future caused by poverty, lack
of food, water shelter — the basic needs. Many more are suffering abuse in silence, being
forced against their will, not allowed access to education or even to seek jobs.

Women and children have suffered the most. But suffering and poverty hit boys and men too.
It is a pandemic that has been with us for a long time. Perhaps that is why Jesus said, “ You
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.” (Matthew 26:11, HCSB).

So, what does God expect of you? This is a very personal question. You will need to ask and
settle the question with your Creator. To some, it may be serving in church worship team,
joining the ushering team or presenting tithes and offering. But | am very certain that it is not
just about going to church weekly and praying daily over meals. Don’t get me wrong.
Attending church and praying daily are important. More than that, Christ’s Gospel of love,
mercy and grace needs to be told to a lost world. ““ Freely you have received, freely give.”
(Matthew 10:8c, NI1V)

How do | share the Gospel? | leave you with the words of St Francis of Assisi who put it
simply as such: “Preach the gospel always; when necessary, use words.”

Prayer:

Father, please forgive me if | have been lulled to comfort and to my own needs in this world.
Please ignite in me a desire and the courage to share your Word to those who have not heard
of your Gospel. Use me as an instrument in Your hands Lord, as per Your will alone. In
Jesus’ name, I ask, AMEN.
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Saturday, 15 May 2021

Title: Light of The World

By: Chan Yew Thai

Christians are called to be light of the world — Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV)

The Sermon on The Mount teaches how believers are to live — now that they are in the
kingdom (David Pawson). Matt 5:14-16 tells us that we are the light of the world. A town
built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put under a bowl. All
these statements show that we are conspicuous and there is no mistaking it.

Light attracts all things such as insects, animals, and shows the way for human both good and
bad. A city is a place where people live and gather, and its light can be seen miles away.
Crimes and undesirable things happen in the town. Just as light attracts the good and the bad,
the city houses Christians, non-believers, cheaters, criminals, and those who defraud others
for a living. As such, we are reminded by Jesus that we will certainly be hurt at some point in
our lives or even persecuted. However, this does not mean we should flee and hide (put our
light under a bowl or cover our city with a fog).

As light cannot be dirtied, no matter how dirty the place that it shines may be, those who are
of God (the light of the world) also cannot be soiled because they have been made pure by the
Holy Spirit. Accordingly, the questions we should ask ourselves are:

1. Am | allowing God to exhibit in my life the truth of these statements of Jesus Christ?

2. Do I hunger and thirst for the lost souls that they too may know the truth?

3. Am | being used by God to preserve and maintain the truth?

4. Do I glow like lights for Christ, showing others what Christ is like through my good
works, behaviour and actions (the fruit of the Spirit), and glorify God? (Galatians
5:22-23).

OR
Do we hide our light by?

5. Being quiet when we should speak.

6. Going along with the crowd, being of the world and denying the light.

7. Letting sin dim our light.

8. Not explaining our light to others.

9. Ignoring the needs of others.

Brothers and Sisters, be mindful to be a beacon of truth and not shut your light off from the
rest of the world. Always glow for Jesus, through our actions, behaviours and speech that
others may see the light in us and glorify God.

Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for purifying us by Your Holy Spirit. May You help us to be
beacon of light to shine forth Your truth that others may be drawn to You and may know
You. Help us consciously and intentionally not to hide the light in us. In Your mighty name
we pray. Amen!
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Sunday, 16 May 2021

Title: The Gospel — Vaccine against Sin
By Elder Tan Seng Kee

Passage: John 14:6

Two weeks ago, the Malaysian Minister of Vaccinations and the Health Minister announced
that about 280,000 doses of the Astra Zeneca (AZ) vaccine would be available on a first
come, first served basis to all residents in Selangor and Kuala Lumpur. The AZ vaccine was
dropped from use in national immunization drive by several countries (including Malaysia)
because there were some reports of blood clots in recipients after receiving the AZ vaccine.
However, all the AZ vaccines offered in Malaysia were snapped up within 3 hours after they
were made available for reservation online. At the special vaccination centers set up to
administer the AZ vaccine on 5 May 2021, there were orderly queues of young and old
people waiting their turns for the AZ vaccine. There is an immense volume of online
discussions and readily available materials on the purported risks of the AZ vaccine and for
that matter on any other vaccines used to counter the C19 virus. However, from brief chats
with those gathered at the special vaccination center for the AZ vaccine, the people wanted
the AZ vaccine because they wanted to be free from living in constant fear of the C19 virus
and the risk of blood clots from the AZ vaccine far outweighs the clear danger of contracting
the C19 virus.

Jesus said in John 14:6 that “I am the Way, the truth and the Life, No one comes to God the
Father except through me.” The way to God is not through good works or in trying to live life
the best we can because with our sinful nature we often fail to consistently do what is right
and often, we end up doing mostly whatever is wrong. Paul in Romans 7:14-17 writes that he
does not understand himself at all because he does not do what he knows is right and instead
does the very thing he hates; but he can’t help himself because it is sin inside us that makes
us do evil things. The constant struggle to do good and failing at that in many of our life
experiences will bear testimony to our failure to be able to find God on our own strength and
with our own efforts.

The book of Hebrews boldly proclaims that if the message brought by angels is to be relied
on and it is true that there is salvation in no other name except in the name of Jesus, then no
one escapes the consequences of not having Jesus in their lives if they ignore so great a
salvation plan. Coming to Jesus requires us to confess our sins and accepting Jesus as Lord
and savior over our lives. Romans 3:22 puts it clearly “That we are made right in God’s sight
when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same
way, no matter who we are or what we have done.” The AZ vaccine can provide some degree
of security against the C19 virus but only Jesus can save us from our sin virus and open the
door to abundant and eternal life promised to all who accept Jesus as Lord and savior.

There is no shortage of news of the pains of C19 infection and the ‘promised relief” from one
of the several vaccines currently available. The Bible tells us that sin is already in this world
since creation days and salvation is only through the route God prepared for all of us in order
to be set right with Him. The call for Christians everywhere is to be ever ready to share that
“All who believes in Jesus are made right with God” (Romans 10:4) and “For anyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” We have the words of life in us and Jesus has
entrusted us with that responsibility to share the good news of love to everyone who does not
know Him as lord and savior. Sometimes, even boldly pronouncing a blessing (which hardly
anyone will turn away from) is good enough to share a brief message of the Gospel of grace
and love. And Jesus promises us that He will be with us till the end of the ages, even at times



when we are sharing the Gospel as vaccine against sin and offering certainty of life in Jesus
for eternity. In Romans 10:15 it is so important that | know God considers my feet as
beautiful when used to bring good news.

Prayer:

God, help me to be courageous to share the words of life that is already within me and thank
You for declaring that my feet are beautiful when they are used to take me to proclaim the
good news. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Monday, 17th May 2021

Don’t Give Up

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Luke 23: 39-43 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the
Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he
said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what
our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you
will be with me in paradise.”

We see here two opposite responses to our Lord from the two thieves who were crucified
next to Him: One blasphemed, the other believed. We indeed rejoice over the conversion of
the one, and Christ’s words to him: “Today you will be with Me in Paradise”. What blessed
mercy and grace our Lord had for those who truly repent — even at “the eleventh hour”.

One such person was Lester Ezzell who was on death row in Florida. When his former
Sunday School teacher Curtis Oakes traveled 750 miles to visit him in prison, Lester said,
“You don’t give up, do you?” Though Lester still wouldn’t listen to the gospel, Curtis gave
him a New Testament and urged him to read it.

Later, Lester wrote several letters to Curtis. The first one brought news of his conversion. His
final letter in early 1957 read: “By the time you receive this, my life will have been taken. I
will have paid for the wrong | have done. But | want you to know this — with that little
Testament, and by the grace of God, | have led 47 people to the saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ. I just want to thank you for not giving up on me. See you in heaven!”

When we witness to others about our Lord Jesus Christ, some may not repent until late in
their life, maybe like that thief on the cross, very late, at the “eleventh hour” by the grace of
God. But our responsibility, nevertheless, is to keep on sharing and witnessing the wonderful
saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ — we just have to leave the rest to the mighty hands of
our Lord. So let’s never give up on anyone.

One time | was asked to speak at the Wake service of an unbeliever. His whole family were
all Christians serving faithfully in a church I once pastored — wife, sisters-in-law, all his
children, nephews and nieces. He had been coming to our church on Good Fridays, Easters,
Christmases and many evangelistic services through the years but had never made a public
profession of his faith. That morning, he had a fatal motor bike accident and passed away. At
his Wake service, | said although to the best of our knowledge, he had never made a public
profession, but having been to church all these years and having heard the gospel so many
times, who knows by the grace of God, maybe at his last breath, like that thief on the cross he
may have called upon the Lord — we just have to leave his salvation to the mercy and grace of
our Lord.

Martin Luther once said, when he gets to heaven, there will be 3 surprises waiting for him.
One is, he will meet people he never expects to be there, second he will not meet people he
expects to be there, and the third surprise is that he finds himself in heaven!

So my dear brothers and sisters, one of our greatest joy and desire as a Christian is to see all
our family members, relatives, loved ones, friends and the whole world at large to be with us
when we get to heaven one day. So, like that Sunday School teacher Curtis, don’t ever give



up on anyone — keep on praying and sharing with them at every opportunity the good news of
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t give up!

PRAYER: Dear Lord, you know our greatest joy and desire is for all our family members —
spouse, parents, children, siblings, relatives, colleagues and friends to be with us one day in
heaven for ever and ever to enjoy together all that you have prepared for us. You know too
Lord we have been praying for them for many years. Soften their hearts Lord and reveal
Yourself to them in a mighty way so that they will indeed know that You are the Creator God
who sent your one and only Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our salvation. In Jesus
Precious Name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 18 May 2021

Title: Practise What We Preach

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Matthew 23: 1-3

“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So, you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do
not do what they do, for they do not practise what they preach.”

In my work as a lawyer, | have found that many witnesses testifying under oath will readily
tell lies or half-truths. It does not seem to make any difference if they are religious or not.
They can swear by their holy book before testifying and almost immediately tell an outright
lie.

If you are a Christian, have you ever reflected if we, like the Pharisees, “do not practise what
(we) preach?” Remember, what defines us as Christians is not just our proclamation of faith
but our behaviour. We can put meaningful messages of faith on Facebook or Instagram, go to
church weekly or even serve in ministry but in other aspects of our life, there could well be a
great mismatch. We encourage others to be honest and to live a life modelled after Jesus and
yet, we do not live up to that clarion call. When you fill in your tax forms, do you do it
honestly? When you surf the net, do you “accidentally” view things that you shouldn’t?
When you speak to the security guards or waitress, do you speak to them graciously or get
angry when they make a mistake? Do we insult our leaders on social media or call them
names?

Man judges by outward appearance but God searches the heart. What we do and how we
relate to others matter to God. We are really, what we are inwardly. Outward motives may
keep the outside clean while the inside is filthy; but if the heart and spirit be made new, there
will be newness of life and here, we must begin with ourselves.

Yes, we are plagued by deceitful hearts (see Mark 7:21-23) and temptations. Yes, we fail
many times to glorify God in our actions. Yes, we are imperfect and are work in progress.
But, do we stop, reflect and ask how we can glorify God daily in our words and actions? |
must say, | struggle with trying to live my life for Him every so often. Maybe more often than
| care to admit.

Perhaps, this week, we can all pledge to practise what we preach and “live a life worthy of
the calling (we) have received” (Ephesians 4:1).

Prayer

Father, we confess that we have failed You on many occasions. Yet, You are gracious and
merciful. Help us Lord, we ask, that Your Holy Spirit fill us with all things that are of You
and that we will live our lives in a way that is pleasing to You. Amen
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Wednesday, 19 May 2021

Title: The Gospel of Truth

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

John 14:6 ESV

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.”

We were walking through a large Thai Buddhist temple in Penang when one of our seminary
classmates commented on the stone carvings that depicted images of various religions. One
of the tourists nearby heard our conversation and said, “All religions are the same!” The
concept of all religions being basically the same is held by many people throughout the
world. As the saying goes, “All roads lead to Rome!”

However, as Christians, we have to respectfully disagree. Not because of intolerance, but
because followers of Jesus Christ should take the words of their Master seriously. “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life,” declared Jesus. We know the extreme implications of His
claim, as He added, “No one comes to the Father except through me.” This claim from Jesus
is perhaps like the rock over which many people stumble over. Jesus’ statement sounds so
exclusive and superior. However, it is not an arrogant claim, but a factual statement of His
deity. So, Christians, you need not be ashamed of the Gospel of truth, nor feel embarrassed
by this exclusive claim, but rather speak the truth in love.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your one and only son Jesus Christ to show
your great love, and to tell us the truth. Help us not to be ashamed of your gospel of truth. O
Father, help all Christians to boldly share your Gospel to the people who still do not know
Your Truth, so that the world will come to know Jesus Christ as The Lord and Savior, and to
be blessed with joy of salvation and hope in eternal life with You. Thank you, dear Heavenly
Father. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
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PBC DAILY DEVOTION
Thursday, 20 May 2021
Title: He Healed Them All.
Ps Mark Tan

Matthew 12:9-15

As the pandemic brings us into yet another Movement Control Order, many of us are drawn
back into our homes, some to our loneliness and we often ask the question, both in our hearts
and in our social media platforms, “Why isn’t God healing today?”

In Matthew 12, Jesus was asked “Teacher, is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” and instead of
giving an impersonal, highly theological answer, He chose to answer the question from a
more personal perspective. “ If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath,
will you not take hold of it and lift it out? How much more valuable is a person than a sheep!
Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. ” ( Matt 12:11-12 ). In this, Jesus not only
struck at the hypocrisy in the accuser’s heart, but He also revealed God’s heart and His love
for us. The Book of Matthew records another instance in the Sermon on the Mount:

“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” ( Matthew 6:26 ).
Then, as if it wasn’t enough, Jesus heals the man with the withered hand, after which a large
crowd followed after Him. Now Jesus could have told them to disperse and leave. Instead,
Jesus did something totally consistent to a loving God: He healed them all. This goes to
show, that God most certainly can heal, and He does heal even today.

In the midst of all the uncertainties in the world today, Jesus makes it abundantly clear: He
has the power and will to love and save us.

Charles Spurgeon said it best: I can hope for each other and for all when | remember the
healing power of my Lord. And for myself, however severe my struggle with sin and
sickness, I can still be of good cheer. He who on earth did better work than hospitals still
dispenses His grace and works wonders among children and men. Let (us) go to Him,
immediately and earnestly.

May we praise Jesus, who holds the world in the palm of His hand. May we wait on Him to
deliver us both in Spirit and in our physical struggles, now and forevermore.

PRAYER:

Almighty God, You who are a strong tower for all who put their trust in You, whom all
things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth obey, be now and evermore our defence. May
we believe and trust that the only name under heaven given for health and salvation is the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Your One and Only Son who lives and reigns in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.



PBC DAILY DEVOTION
REH R
20214E5 H 20 H, AN
BH: MG T AAT
1. BrasbftiE

BHPE: AL

£ LRMRE 12: 9-15

2R s XA EA 1 AT S E 1, BATH P2 NgUaii E e, 4T
PRI (I BATT, 2 H AL O R A S GRS & R R AN L <5, 9t 4 B ANt
RIS <G

FELRARE 12 Frp, HRER S 47 2“2, 28 Himanaii? "kasat 54
NTERM), IRAPEFIESR,

Mk 7 NENNRAEREEX N A, BRERL: PRI RS —H ¥, 3%
S HEAEGE, MMEEIER FRE? ANECE SR EE! bl AR HMEERE
AT PA . 7 (PEORMEH 12: 11-12%) .

FEIX T, HRSRE A AR B2 5 F A0 R, 1 HIEE 7 B g A 3k
K% . GRMEEAL EFIhids 75—l

LRHRE 6:26 URATEMAR LIS, AR, A, BMAREEGRE, RITRRK
M HIREE . RN (S5 G 22

K, HRERLER VTN, B, — RBENBRAEM ST . BUAEHRERAS R B If
A1 M, HRERMS 52 Me eS8 s VN 1XERM,
Erpem el g, RMEAESR, fbdahsea] UE .

FEQLEN G A 2RI, HRERARHE TR W RR . A 2 BAIIF A SRR T g

AR W24 (Charles Spurgeon) sl : 4IRABELIRAI EEIGHIRE SRS, FKAT LA
P NIE AR TREC, LRREIEEMZR 7 mr 2 288, &K
PHIRTT LAORFRIRAR o A2t b Bl % B 015 BE 47 B0 AN ATS AR AE ) LB AN F it e At 11 S8 it 5
B AT . LEFRATSL BI A 2 T34t

JERATTESEHR SR, s i A IR AR AT b JEIRATSE e, TR BLAEIL KK, fE
AEHPRT S A L FR 35 4L P AR R AT

=g

SREM B, RRETAERERIANRE R G. R BT D), EZEHR
ke, WEER, DAERERE SO EATH G . JEERATHE I ESE, R f
PATTIRAF AR 42 7 i AT HR BRI B 42 7, (R ER“SRATFALL . IR2
AT, - mEA, WS ERKGE, BT,



Friday, 21 May 2021

Peace | Give to You

By: Chow Ee-Tan

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid,” — John 14:27 (ESV)

This verse always reminds me of a song by The Maranatha Singers, with simple and yet
reassuring lyrics.

“My peace I give unto you,

It’s a peace that the world cannot give,

It’s a peace that the world cannot understand,
Peace to know, peace to live

My peace I give unto you.”

So what is this reassuring peace that Jesus gives?

Peace, as we know it today, can mean so many things in various contexts. Peace can mean an
absence of wars or conflicts; it can also mean a state of harmony and cordiality between
certain parties; or it can simply be a state of tranquility and serenity.

How is Christ’s peace different from these? Jesus says that the peace that He gives is not the
same as the peace that the world gives. So the world’s understanding of peace, and the peace
it offers us, cannot match up to what Jesus gives us. This is because the peace that Jesus gives
can only be found by believing in Him as our Lord and Saviour.

It’s through Christ’s finished work of redemption, where He became the propitiation for our
sins that we can make peace with God. As God’s children, we have peace that does not
depend on circumstances, but is rooted in our relationships with God. The peace that we now
have is part of Christ’s own perfect peace, for we are now in union with Him and we can also
enjoy precious communion with God our Father.

Good news is, just as the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ gift of His peace to His disciples more
than 2,000 years ago still applies to His followers today. Each of us, who have been saved
through faith in our Lord Jesus, have this wonderful peace that takes up permanent dwelling
in our inner beings.

But Jesus did not promise that our lives will be all well even with God’s peace in us. In fact,
H e warns that we will face distress and troubles in this turbulent world, as He told His
disciples on the night before His crucifixion: “I have said these things to you, that in me you
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the
world.”- John 16:33.Yes, we can take heart because/ Jesus’ resurrection had conquered sin
and death.

When Jesus gave His peace to His disciples, He told them not to be troubled nor be afraid. It
is an indirect reminder for all to trust God completely because He is in control of all
situations. Being His children, we can cast all our worries and troubles to our all-knowing, all
powerful and sovereign God. When the Spirit in us realizes this truth, our hearts’ trouble and
fear will ,be lifted away, and we can experience the true peace of God that transcends all
understanding.



“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:6-7)

Every time the troubles of this world overwhelm me, | would turn to God and claim this
precious gift of peace that Jesus has promised. While I’m thankful that I have this peace in
me, [ know I can’t take it for granted for I did not earn it. It is a gift from our loving God.

| believe that having the legacy of His peace should move us to share the Gospel to a world in
darkness and clamour. As God’s children who have His peace, let us reach out to others so
that more can come to know Jesus and experience the true peace that He alone can give.

Prayer: Father God, thank You | am saved by my faith in Jesus and now have Your peace
residing in my heart. Thank You for this wonderful peace that transcends all understanding, a
true inner peace that a broken and fallen world cannot give. | pray that You would use me to
reach out to others who do not know Jesus yet, so that they can be reconciled to You once
again and experience Your wonderful peace. May Your Holy Spirit continue to dwell in me
for the rest of my life as I walk closely with You. I thank You and pray in Jesus’ most
wonderful name, Amen.
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Saturday, May 22nd 2021

Title: The Beatitudes

Author: Pastor Andrew Lim

Translator: Irene Hong

People long to have blessings, whether it is hanging couplets at home during New Year or
greeting each other during birthdays, the content is mostly related to blessings. Although
people have this hope in their hearts, but in reality, it may not be realized. Even though
everyone has a different understanding on blessings, but the pursuit of happiness is the same.

THE BEAUTITUDES

The word “Blessed” in the original text means “of God”; it is a joy of having secrets hidden
in it, a joy of satisfaction. It is a joy that will not be easily changed even when changes arise
in life. The happiness of the world is easily lost, such as the loss of property, the loss of
health, the failure of plans, and the shattering of ambitions quickly takes away happiness.
Jesus especially teaches us:

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit
Poor means extreme poverty, poor in spirit refers to spiritual poverty; it refers to a
man who has nothing, humble, helpless, and totally trusting in God. This kind of
person knows that he is poor, poor in moral strength, poor in knowledge of the truth,
poor in holiness of life, and poor in all spiritual things. If such man is satisfied with
such poorness, then he cannot receive any help and blessings from God; only if this
person is aware that he or she is lacking in many ways, and needs the help and
salvation of God, then he is blessed.

2. Blessed are those who mourn
To mourn means “Blessed are those who are broken hearted for the difficulties of the
world and for his personal sins.” In the Bible, we often see this kind of repenting
sorrow. For example, the tax collector who went to the temple to pray beat his chest
and said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” The sinful woman washed the feet of
the Lord with her tears. The prodigal son repented when he realized his sins and
returned to his father to confess his sins and asked for his forgiveness. Blessed are
these people who are willing to be broken for their sins. They will receive God’s
forgiveness and comfort, and their spirits will be set free.

3. Blessed are the meek
Meek means “Blessed are those who get angry at the right time and never get angry at
the wrong time.” A meek person never complains or argues, even if he or she is
subjected to unreasonable, injustice and all kinds of uncomfortable things. Those who
are meek are not willing to feel resentment and revenge, but rather suffer losses
themselves. They are patient, tolerant to the wicked, repay grievances with virtue, and
respond to anger with gentle words. Jesus said: Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

4. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
Hunger and thirst in Greek means “I am thirsty due to lack of water.” This means
“Blessed are those who desire all righteousness just as hungry people desire food.”
Everyone has desires. Some people are hungry for fame, some thirsty for power,
others are thirsty for love, and there are also some who love blindly. But what
Christians desire is justice. Righteousness is the attribute of God to show the holiness
of God. So hunger and thirst for righteousness means eager to be like God and to
please Him.



5. Blessed are the merciful
The word “merciful” not only expresses sympathy for a person on the surface or sad
over others’ problems, but penetrates into the depths of a person’s heart. Therefore,
“Blessed are those who enter into the depths of people’s hearts, observe with others’
eyes, think with others’ insights, and feel with others’ feelings.” Christians should
have mercy towards others. Merciful is not only about inner feelings, but more so in
action, especially during this pandemic, many people are suffering from different
kinds of pain. If you are able, you can do your best to experience and to help those
people who are in need spiritually, financially, or materially.

6. Blessed are the pure in heart
Pure in heart originally means clean and honest, not hash, and not disguised.
It means “Blessed are people with absolutely pure motives, because everyone will
have to meet God one day.” Every sin will stain the hearts of people. Therefore, if a
person is to be truly pure, he or she must be pure entirely in thoughts, desires, and
conscience, then his behavior can be right. Of course, man alone is absolutely
impossible to achieve this— we need to rely on God’s power and gifts to achieve it.
Therefore, we need to ask the Lord to keep our actions and minds clean and clear.

7. Blessed are the peacemakers
Do not irritate others, do not have conflict with others, be in harmony, and be willing
to be a peaceful person. The meaning is “Blessed are those who establish a good
relationship between people.” Christ is the Prince of Peace. He brings three types of
peace to the world. The first is the reconciliation of the relationship between man and
God. The second is that Christ gave His disciples an inner peace that the world could
not give. The third is that Christ brings peace to mankind. Christ’s job is to achieve
peace, so He requires us as Christians to also be peacemakers and become children of
peace.

8. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness” means “blessed are
those who suffer for Christ.” Jesus once told His disciples that they would suffer
persecution by others because they followed the Lord and adhered to His teachings.
But such people who suffer for the gospel of Christ are blessed. Blessed are people
who sincerely do God’s will, please Him in all aspects, and live a devout life in
Christ, but are misunderstood and persecuted by others.

The Chinese always says: have blessings, have blessings. The Chinese word blessing is “fu”,

add a “qi” (as a verb) after the word blessing, which means people will suffer from unfair

treatments such as “insults” while being blessed. So blessings and “insults” or ‘fu qi’ is

connected.

Prayer: Lord! Please let me not treasure the blessings of the world, because these blessing are
not usually realized, or easily lost. Please let me take up the yoke of Jesus Christ and learn
from Christ, learn from His gentleness and be humble, so that my soul may find rest in You,
and receive the blessings that You want us to receive in the beatitudes. Sincerely pray in the
name of Jesus. Amen!
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23 May 2021

Why is it helpful to read the whole Bible in the course of a year?

Abraham Verghese

John 15: 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that | have spoken to

you. 4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can
do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

While the remains of a tree can be made into a range of items from paper products to
furniture, a detached vine crumbles to dust with the slightest touch. It has no use except
kindle for the fire. Was this the reason that Jesus chose to use the image of a vine when He
commanded us to abide in Him, warning that apart from Him, we can do nothing ? Our best
efforts will crumble to dust without the soul-strengthening power of time spent abiding in the
word and prayer. One way to have that “ time spent abiding in the word * would be to have
the habit of reading the Bible in the course of a year. We shall look at , without going in to
details or depth, some of the specific benefits, which I read from from a TGC ( The Global
Coalition ) article, that we can receive as we delve into the entire text of the Bible, seeking to
answer the question: Why is it helpful to read the whole Bible in the course of a year?

Reading devotions , especially if the reading is such that the focus is not on the Scripture but
what the devotion writer has written , is not a replacement for reading the verses and passages
from the inspired Scripture. | used to at times read what the devotion writer had written
without paying any attention to the scriptural text.

Reading the Bible through in a year helps you:

1)Go Places You Normally Wouldn’t Go

2)See the Big Picture of Redemptive History

3)Learn New and Unexpected Things About God

4)Avoid Reading the Bible as a Self-Help Manual

5)Come Down From Your Theological Hobby Horse.

6)Enjoy the Surprising Ways God Meets You.

7)Create A Healthy Habit of Daily Bible Reading

All the above points may need further elaboration though they should be self explanatory .
My purpose today is to encourage those who are not already doing it to develop a habit of
reading the whole Bible in the course of a year. One of the best things about reading the Bible
through in a year is that it builds a regular habit of daily Bible reading. Having a certain
amount apportioned for the day makes it easier to pick it up and read. Following a yearly plan
also acts as a built in accountability marker. Many of us overestimate our faithfulness to read
the word daily. Having a daily reading plan helps to make it a habit of our life. My question
for you today: What is keeping you from committing to a Bible plan to complete the Bible in
a year?

Prayer : Heavenly Father , in Psalm 119:18 the Psalmist recorded “Open my eyes that [ may
behold wondrous things out of your law.” This is the same Psalmist who later said, “How
sweet are your words to my taste” (Psalm 119:103). Give me the desire to read Your word
regularly and may the Holy Spirit illuminate my understanding of your word. May | continue
to abide with You my Lord by time spent in the word and prayer. Amen.
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Monday, 24 May 2021
Crossing Boundaries.
Ong Hwee Soo

John 4:1-45 (Please read)

The above passage narrates a beautiful story of Jesus crossing various boundaries to reach out
to an individual and thereby a community.

Firstly, Jesus crossed a geographical boundary as we read in v 4, “And he had to pass through
Samaria.” The verb ‘had to’ denotes necessity. Traditionally, the Jews avoided Samaria by
traversing the Jordan and travelling on the east side. The verse indicates Jesus’ sense of
mission, hence, He intended to save time and needless steps by taking the shorter route from
Jerusalem to Galilee.

Next, Jesus broke a serious social barrier by initiating a conversation with the Samaritan
women. To a Jew, that would be double prejudice on the grounds of race and gender.

Historically, after the nation of Israel (Northern Kingdom) with its capital at Samaria was
invaded by the Assyrians, multitudes of Jews were deported to Assyria while the foreigners
were brought to settle in Israel to administer peace (2 Kings 17:24). The intermarriages that
occurred between those aliens and the remaining Jews resulted in a mixed race, impure in the
eyes of the Jews who lived in Judah (Southern Kingdom). The pure Jews hated the mixed
race called Samaritans because they perceived that their fellow Jews who intermarried had
betrayed their people and nation.

For a Jewish man to speak with a woman in public, let alone request a drink from her (v 7)
was a clear breach of social norm and a definite departure from social animosity that
prevailed between the two communities. Further, a Jew would become ceremonially unclean
if he used a drinking vessel handled by a Samaritan, as the Jews considered all Samaritans
unclean (v9). Thus, Jesus crossed a rigid religious regulation in His request for a drink from
the Samaritan woman.

Women generally came in groups to collect water, either earlier or later in the day to avoid
the midday sun. If the Samaritan woman came alone at noon (v 6), this may imply that her
public shame prompted her to isolate herself from the other socially acceptable women. A
rabbi and religious leader would not hold conversation with a woman of ill-repute (v 18).

However, Jesus did tell her “Go, call your husband” (v16) which was culturally correct as in
that society, no rabbi would speak with a woman without her husband present. But Jesus has
another purpose in mind as He intended to get beyond mere conversation (v10-15) to touch
her deepest emotional need. In so doing Jesus broke through her psychological perimeter to
lead her to face her deepest needs.

While her reply, “I have no husband” (v 17) was technically correct, the Samaritan woman’s
curt answer was meant to close the subject. However, Jesus with gentleness and compassion,
revealed both her sin and His omniscient knowledge of her life. The Jews held that a woman
might be allowed to divorce twice or thrice at the most. If the Samaritans upheld the same
standard, the woman’s five divorces (v18) showed she was exceedingly immoral. To top it
all, she had apparently not married her present partner. The woman was compelled to face the
reality of her need for redemption.



However, she tried to divert the conversation from her own moral failure to a fundamental
religious issue. Traditionally, because of the Jewish antagonism toward them, the Samaritans
had set up an alternative worship centre on Mount Gerizim (v 26) parallel to the Temple at
Jerusalem. The proper place of worship had long been a source of contention between the
Jews and the Samaritans. The woman brought up a popular theological issue about the correct
place of worship as a smoke screen to keep Jesus from touching her deep-seated emotional,
psychological. moral and spiritual needs.

However, Jesus directed the conversation to a more important point: the location of worship
IS not as important as the attitude of worship (v 21-24), thus, once again broke the religious
bound. It is note-worthy that whereas Jesus at the start of the passage, avoided a religious
confrontation with the Pharisees by leaving Judea and heading for Galilee (v 1-3), here, He
was willing to engage in a theological discourse with the Samaritan woman.

This lovely story ends with the Samaritan recognising Jesus as the ‘living water’ (v 10-15), as
the Messiah (v 25) and the Christ (v 29). Abandoning her previous social shame and
ostracism, her spontaneous testimony led her community to find the “Saviour of the world”
(v 30, 39-42).1t is indeed remarkable that Jesus traversed geographical borders, crossed racial
and gender divides, contravened social conventions, demolished religious demarcations,
broke through psychological barriers to reach out to the deepest needs of an individual whose
redemption and transformation brought a community to receive salvation.

What boundaries do we need to cross to reach out to diaspora groups in our ‘Samaritan’
(neighbouring) areas? What are the ways we can bring the ‘living water’ to the thirsty and the
‘bread of life’ to the hungry?

Let’s Live the Life, Breaking Barriers.
PRAYER:

Dear Jesus, You have shown us how You break barriers to make people whole. Empower us
Lord, to push the frontiers, to reach out to those in the fringes. Enable us, to shine through the
schisms that separate, so that people in the periphery can see your Light. Amen.
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Tuesday, 25 May 2021

Title: Overcoming Pandemic Fear

By: Cecilia Tan

Matthew 14:27 “But Jesus immediately said to them, ‘Take courage! It is I. Do not be
afraid.””

Today’s world is undergoing a massive upheaval. We are in the midst of a worldwide Covid-
19 pandemic which has devastated our world for almost one and a half years, and is
continuing to do so unabated. To date, it has claimed more than 3.3 million lives worldwide
including more than 2,000 in Malaysia.

The hardest thing to handle is probably the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic — how long
will it last, how bad will the situation be before it gets better, will there be enough vaccines
for the entire world, will the current vaccines provide protection against the mutant strains of
the virus... these and many other unanswered questions have resulted in a prevailing sense of
overwhelming dread and panic.

To make matters worse, newspapers and social media bombard us daily with content about
how the pandemic is ruining our peaceful and normal routines of life — threatening health,
tearing down economies, claiming lives and destroying countless livelihoods as well as
afflicting the mental and emotional well-being of many others.

Endlessly searching Google for answers and not being able to find concrete answers has
resulted in the fueling of fears and anxieties. Inevitably, we feel drained, overwhelmed and in
despair.

The good news is that there is hope! The best and most effective barricade against fear and
anxiety can be constructed by filling our minds with the truth of God’s Word. God has
promised sufficient grace to cope with life’s struggles. His command to us is “Do not be
afraid.” It is by simple obedience of this command that we can overcome the crippling effect
of fear and live with an indomitable spirit.

Matthew 14:22-33 records the miracle of our Lord Jesus walking on water. Jesus came to the
disciples in the boat, walking on the sea in the midst of a storm. The exhausted disciples, who
had been rowing all night, were afraid thinking Jesus was a ghost. Jesus reassured them
saying, “It is I. Do not be afraid.”

Peter sought further confirmation of Jesus’ identity by asking Jesus to bid him “come”. So
Jesus invited Peter to do so. Peter had enough faith to step out of the boat in the darkness of
the raging storm. At first his eyes were fixed on Jesus. So he did not have to worry about the
wind or the waves because he had faith that Jesus would not let him drown. When Peter
focussed on Jesus, his faith was strong. He knew nothing and no one is more powerful than
Jesus!

However the minute Peter took his eyes off Jesus, he was overwhelmed by the things around
him that were more powerful than he was. He started to sink into the waters. He had allowed
himself to doubt the power of Jesus and this doubt led to fear for his life. Thankfully, Jesus
moved fast and grabbed Peter’s hand, thereby saving his life!

The pandemic is too big and too scary for us to handle. But nothing is too big for Jesus. Let
us focus our eyes on Jesus rather than on the pandemic that threatens to engulf us in despair.



With Jesus, the Lord of the storms, we can confidently walk through every storm in life. He
will grant us peace in the midst of these troubling times.

It is said that the command “fear not” (or variations of it) is used 366 times in the Bible (one
command for every day, including Leap Year!). God does not want us to go through a single
day without hearing His comforting words “fear not™!

Yes, we must do our best to fully comply with the SOPs put in place by the government,
including adhering to the 3Cs ( Avoid Crowded places, Confined spaces and Close
conversations) and 3Ws (Wash hands, Wear a mask and heed Ministry of Health Warnings).

But the best thing to do for OVERCOMING PANDEMIC FEAR would be to, in simple faith,
obey our Lord’s command “Do not be afraid”. God does deliver His children from fear —
provided we surrender it to Him. Faith builds us up, fear tears us apart!

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, many of us live in fear, gripped by a sense of anxiety and hopelessness,
choked by worries arising from unanswered questions. We turn our hearts to You. We know
You are completely trustworthy and will never fail us. We ask that You strengthen our faith
and help us to keep our eyes fixed on You, so that we will not be drowned in the waves of
despair, but rise up with hope and stand firm! For we know whether on mountain top or in the
deepest valley, You are always with us and will never leave us! We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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Wednesday, 26 May 2021

Title: Come like Children

By Wong King Wai

Luke 18:15-16 — 15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on
them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him
and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.”

When my nieces were really young, | would visit them after work to play with them, sing
songs and make funny voices using their soft toys. Their antics and wants were a constant joy
because they were not afraid to say what they wanted and do what they wanted. Of course,
being the doting uncle, I let them walk all over me because that is what a fun uncle would do.

As I'look back at those times and also remember my nieces’ chubby cheeks, button noses and
constant telling me to “stop singing” (there is a back story there so ask me when you see

me :-)), I wonder if the children in Jesus’ time were the same. Were they grabby with their
little fingers? Would they be asking one hundred and one questions? Would they play with
His hair, clothes and beard?

And then I imagine myself in those children’s shoes, looking to my Lord. I would like to
imagine that He would be smiling at me and hugging me and saying “I love you” and “I will
never leave you or forsake you”, and I would be able to curl up on His lap as He cradles me,
feeling comforted and secure.

During this pandemic, the feeling of uncertainty is at a high level. Some of us are struggling
with mental health issues, some of us are worried about job security or have lost jobs, and
some have to deal with loss of family members and close friends due to the virus.

Let us, like children, come before our Lord and Saviour to seek solace and refuge. Let’s take
time to reflect on the goodness and blessings that God has given us, and snuggle deep into
His loving arms to feel his comfort and security. Let us also pray for each other, send texts
and make calls to encourage and build up each other as we wait out this season of
uncertainty.

May God reveal more of Himself to you and that you will be able to grasp the full measure of
His love, grace and mercy in your life. Let me pray for you:

PRAYER: My Father in heaven. | pray for my dear brother or sister who is struggling right
now. They need a word from You that will help them keep their hopes up during this time. |
pray that You will do that for them and reveal to them Your great love. Thank You for
hearing my prayer. In Jesus name | pray, AMEN.
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Thursday, 27 May 2021

Title: Killing Lions

By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

The Maasai clan in southern Kenya and northern Tanzania are respected for being fearless
warriors. “The Maasai have always been special. Their bright red robes set them apart
visually. Spear in hand, they are calm and courageous regardless of danger” writes the
Maasai Wilderness Conservation Trust. The way for a Maasai boy to achieve warrior status
was to single-handedly Kill a lion with his spear. Many would be scarred in the process and
they carry these scars for life with pride. The turning point for David in the bible was when
he faced Goliath single-handedly and brought him down. David went on to be one of the
greatest kings in the history of the bible.

Every boy in his quest to be a man longs for a narrative of adventure, overcoming dangers
and beating the odds. It’s in the core of our DNA to forge a unique path that no one else has
tread. We are not excited when things come easy. It’s in our nature to take risks and to take
on challenges where others think is impossible. It makes us feel alive. Whether it’s in sport,
developing a skill, a career, building a successful business, climbing Everest, driving a fast
car, or fighting for the hand of the beautiful girl he thought would never give him the time of
the day. These are our modern day lions.

For this to happen, every boy will have to come face to face with his fears. The fear of
rejection, the fear of failure, the fear of not being good enough. This is inevitable. He has to
struggle to turn self-doubt into belief. To navigate through obstacles and uncertainty, to fall,
to pick himself up and then come out on top.

The disciples were not ready to take on the world when Jesus met them. They were but
“boys”, in the figurative sense of the word. They argued with each other, they had little faith,
they misunderstood Jesus and denied him in the end. But Jesus knew this. He knew he had to
turn them into “men”, what better way than to walk with them for 3 years. He taught them by
example. When they failed, He encouraged them, and showed them what to do. He turned
their doubt into belief. But more importantly He showed them how to love, and they fell in
love with Him.

The disciples went on to be the greatest force to change the world. They spread the gospel
with passion, they organized the first church, they drove out demons, they healed the sick, the
brought love and hope where there was oppression. They faced the might of the Roman army
and did not back down. The went on to kill lions. It was their love for Jesus which fanned the
fire that would not go out.

Fathers and mothers, I urge you to teach your sons how to love. Give them a reason to love
and this will give them a reason to live, and this fire will never be quenched. It will drive
your sons to be the best they can be. It will give them a reason to overcome evil with good
and stand out from the crowd. They will kill their lions and become men.

Matthew 10:16, 28

16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as
innocent as doves.

28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot Kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of
the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
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Friday, 28 May 2021

To Know Him is to Love Him

By: Sally Cheong

” Love the Lord your God....with all your mind.” Matthew 22:37

Is it not strange that the Lord Jesus should tell us to love the Lord our God with all our mind?
We understand that we should love Him with all our heart, our soul and our strength. But
with our mind? Love is not usually expressed as an intellectual or cerebral matter.

What does it mean to love God with the mind?

Theologian RC Sproul remarked that the great crisis in our churches today is that people try
to worship God with feelings and emotions only. It can’t happen, he said. You cannot love
God if you don’t know Him.

If | want to love God | have to know Him and if | want to love Him more, | must know Him
more deeply. How am | going to do that?

The Scriptures reveal the mind of God. If | want to know Him, | must search the Scriptures.
The more I focus the mind’s attention on Who God is and what He does, the more |
understand just a little bit more about Him. And my soul will burn inside like the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus when the Lord Jesus walked alongside them and explained
the Scriptures to them concerning Him. They said to one another, ” were not our hearts
burning within us while He talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

The more we understand God with the mind, the greater ardour we have to honor Him and to
hold Him in high esteem and to think about Him with deep reverence.

The more we know about Him, the more glorious He will appeal to us and the more glorious
He appeals to us, the more we are inclined to praise Him. And then, we will be driven to do
that which our fallen nature does not naturally do — to Worship and Love Him. It is easy to
obey someone you love and carry out His commands.

Our minds, dear Christians, are filled with the things of this world and with the love of the
world. There is little room in our minds for God and the things of God. Is it no wonder that

God said, ” These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” Matthew
15:8

(Inspired by RC Sproul’s ‘Love God with all your mind’)
Prayer

Abba Father, we have not loved You with all our mind, not even a serious portion of it. Our
lack of adoration and honor in our worship of You shows how little we love You with all our
mind. Please forgive us.

For too long we have, with our mouth and lips, professed to love You. You Alone know our
hearts. We can pretend with the world outside but not with You. We have grieved Your heart
and we are deeply sorry.

O Lord our God, help us this day forth to diligently search your Scriptures to begin to know
You more. We pray Your Spirit will teach us the truths revealed in Your Word concerning



Your mind and love for us.
This we ask in the Name of our Lord Jesus, AMEN
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Saturday, 29 May 2021

Title: What Do You Want to Be Remembered For?
By: Amanda Foo

Matthew 26:6-13

“Teacher, why are we talking about death?”” asked a student of mine in Youth class. “Because
we need to realize that we all die one day, and it can happen sooner than we expect it to,” I
answered.

As much as it is a known fact that death is a certainty in life, many of us live avoiding the
topic altogether, treating it as a taboo. However, with Covid-19 ‘taking the world by storm’,
we find ourselves with no choice but to face reality squarely in the eye, that is life is not
certain. We mourn with those who have lost loved ones to the deadly virus, and at the same
time, are filled with fear and anxiety that we could very well be next.

As Sister Cecilia pointed out in her devotional writeup on 25 May titled ‘Overcoming
Pandemic Fear’, the coronavirus has claimed more than 3.3 million lives worldwide,
including over 2,000 lives in Malaysia. But let us not be fooled. Coronavirus is not the only
way a life gets taken. Death can happen in a variety of ways, and very often, unexpectedly;
which should lead us to ask the question — How should we live this life, and what do we want
to be remembered for?

In Matthew 26:6-13, Jesus is reclining at the table in the house of Simon the leper when a
woman appears with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment. She pours it on Jesus’
head, to which the disciples responded angrily “Why this waste? For this could have been
sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” It is said that the perfume was worth over 300
denarii (Mark 14:5), which was equivalent to a year’s wages at that time. Seems like a fair
question. However, Jesus responds, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a
beautiful thing to me... Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole
world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”

When I read that last verse, I couldn’t help but be envious of that woman. To have done a
beautiful thing for Jesus and be remembered for it up to today, how blessed is she! Of course,
she had to suffer the indignance of the disciples, but she was very quickly justified by Jesus.
Sometimes, the way we live our lives for Jesus may seem like a foolish waste to those around
us. They watch as we expend our valuable time, energy, money, intellect and vocation for
Jesus, and ridicule us.

But it is not a waste; it is true worship. As co-founder of Desiring God, Jon Bloom puts it, ‘A
poured out life of love for Jesus that counts worldly gain as loss displays how precious he
really is. It preaches to a bewildered, disdainful world that Christ is gain and the real waste is
gaining the world’s perfumes while losing one’s soul in the process.”

Ultimately, the time we spend on earth is a mere dot relative to the time we have in eternity.
While we are still alive, we still have the opportunity to live for Christ. If you’ve been tossed
and swept by the waves of life, it is not too late to turn back and be anchored in Jesus. If
you’ve yet to receive Jesus into your life, you can do so today. If we confess our sins, God is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John
1:9). And we can take heart; for while we may have tribulation in this world, Jesus has
overcome the world (John 16:33).



Prayer:

God, how is it that the all-powerful, amazing Creator would want to spend eternity with us? It
is only through Your amazing grace and the work of Jesus that this is possible. Yet, we so
often go astray. We ask You, Lord, today to forgive us our sins, for choosing to go after the
world, when only You are truly worthy of our worship. Help us to set our eyes on You and
live lives that glorify You. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.
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Sunday, 30 May 2021
Title: Plug into the Spirit
By Dorothy Teoh

John 14:6-17; 25-2616

And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you... 25 “All this I have
spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
(NIV)

Recently, | received my first dose of the Astra-Zeneca vaccine. While doing my devotion
several days later, I read a reference to God’s life-giving presence in my life. It made me
think of the vaccine’s presence in me, and how it was teaching my body to make the
antibodies to protect me against Covid-19.

When we believe in Jesus and accept Him as our Lord and Saviour, God gives us His Holy
Spirit, just as Jesus promised His disciples. It is not through a physical process like a
vaccination, but we know He resides in us. And He is the life-giving presence who teaches,
comforts and guides us, and intercedes for us. In Romans 8:26, Paul says: “Likewise the
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” (ESV)

The Holy Spirit enables us to resist sin and temptation, just like the way the vaccine helps us
to be more resistant to Covid-19. He works to make us more like Jesus and bring glory to
Him. It is the Holy Spirit who convicts unbelievers of sin and enables them to see and accept
the truth of the Gospel, not our eloquence in sharing or preaching or even writing.

Both the Old and New Testament have many references to the Holy Spirit. Among the more
familiar ones are the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). However, while looking up some
of the references about the Holy Spirit for this devotion, | realised how little I know about
Him, and how often | take for granted His presence in me.

Before deciding to opt in for the Astra-Zeneca vaccine, | read up about the risk of blood clots.
| asked my home group to pray for protection from the side effects and monitored myself
carefully in the days after the jab, including taking my temperature. | made sure | drank
enough water and rested. | took the proper precautions of masking and sanitising at the
vaccination centre and refused to go to the toilet even when I needed it, until | got home! If
only | were as careful about the Holy Spirit in me so that | do not grieve, quench or resist
Him in any way, and were more aware of His power. Max Lucado tells an amusing story on
his website about a Welsh woman who lived in a remote place. She felt that it was not worth
the cost and trouble to have electricity installed in her home but finally, she did it.

“Several weeks after the installation, the power company noticed she had barely used any
electricity. A meter reader went to see her. ‘Is there a problem?’ he asked. ‘Oh no,” she
responded. ‘We’re quite satisfied. Every night we turn on the electric lights to see how to
light our lamps.” *’You may laugh, but how many of us make the same mistake as this Welsh
woman?



Max Lucado says: “We’re prone to do likewise: depend on God’s Spirit to save us but not
sustain us. We turn to him to get us started and then continue in our own strength. Scripture
urges us to ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:25). He directs and leads; we obey and
follow. Plug into his power and leave the switch turned on.”

Ephesians 1:13-14 tell us that the Holy Spirit is the guarantee, down-payment or, as The
Message translates it, “first instalment” of our heavenly inheritance. Until we claim the “final
instalment”, are we plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit and keeping the switch turned
on?

Prayer:

Dear God and heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit with whom we were
sealed for the day of redemption. Thank You for this power source in us; forgive us that
often, we do not draw on it and sometimes, even forget about it. Help us not just to plug into
His power but to keep the switch on and not to rely on our own resources or strength. To the
praise of Your glory. Amen.
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Monday, 31 May 2021

People Need The Lord

Richard YW Yeoh

Mark 7: 21-22 (ESV) “For from within, out of the heart of men, come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander,
pride, foolishness.”

| recall an old song by Steve Green entitled “People Need The Lord” — the poignant last line
goes “when will we realize, that we must give our lives, people need the Lord”

We live in a fallen world. There’s no limit to human evil and cruelty. Left to our own
devices, there’s no limit to the sins that our hearts can conceive.

Throughout history, we come across untold cruelty perpetrated by humans upon other
humans, something almost unique to man, unseen even in the animal kingdom.

Humans devise the most cruel and painful tortures imaginable.

This is true of ancient China, of the Mongol era, and even of supposedly civilized cultures of
the west (eg England) and the east (eg Japan).

We were reminded of this in recent years when the Islamic State movement (ISIS) brought
their terror to bear in the Middle East where thousands (including minority Christians) were
beheaded, burnt alive, raped and skewered etc. Just read the latest news, and we find torture
and murder happening, even within families, across all spectrum of society — whether in
wealthy countries like the US or poorer countries like India. Even young children are not
spared abuse and death at the hands of their own parents.

I believe that sin is within us as fallen creatures, and only God’s Holy Spirit within us can
give us a conscience and the strength to do good and eschew evil.

The Word of God as contained in the Bible, a fundamental life manual for all Christians, has
guided God’s children for millennia. As Christians we need to daily walk with Jesus, in our
thoughts, our worship, our prayers, our repentance, and our words and actions, as these are
the only sure ways to keep us right with God and help us hold fast to his perfect plan for our
lives.

Without God in our lives, there is no telling how far we may stray and how deep we may fall.
Let us start each new day asking God for his guidance and direction and end each day
showing gratitude and expressing our thanks for the day about to end. Seek God’s direction in
every important decision and do not depend upon our own wisdom.

Prayer: Our Father in Heaven. We pray for the abused and hurting in our midst. We pray for
your protection upon the oppressed in all communities. We pray Lord for your Spirit to spark
a revival throughout the world and open men’s hearts to see the cruelty around them and
reach out to the needy. Lord, help us, even in our own local community, to reach out and
make a difference in the lives of others. Make us living testimonies of your glorious saving
Grace in our lives.

In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Tuesday, 1 June 2021

Title: Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled

By: Pastor Isaac Yim

Text: John 14:1

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.” (John 14:1
NIV)

The daily reports of escalating Covid-19 trouble us. The devastating forecast of this pandemic
is way beyond our wildest imagination. These reports and numbers disturb and trouble us to
no end.

Let not your hearts be troubled. Let not your hearts be troubled. Let not your hearts be
troubled. These are timely words for my troubled heart. When there is trouble, Jesus is there.
He comes up close to us. Jesus the Good Shepherd knows the inner troubles of His sheep.
Jesus was speaking to His troubled disciples who knew that He was going to leave them
soon. He was not so much troubled by His imminent crucifixion. He was more concerned
about the fears and anxieties that went through the hearts and minds of His beloved disciples.

Perhaps with the Covid-19 many of us are suffering from many fears and anxieties — troubled
hearts, fearful hearts, agitated hearts — being afraid, upset, disturbed because of the
circumstances. The disciples were confronted with the fear of death of Jesus and even the
possibility of their own execution by the Jews. They knew they were in danger and they were
deeply troubled.

They were troubled by the thought of living without Jesus. It is easier to die with Jesus than
to live without Him. Jesus saw through the troubled hearts; Covid-19 does bring about the
fear that one of our loved ones — especially the bread-earner — might succumb to this virus. It
will be hard to go on living without dad or mom, without husband or wife, or without a son or
daughter. It is in such a situation, Jesus comes near with these comforting words, “Do not let
your hearts be troubled.”

Jesus not only sees the trouble we are in. He provides the remedy to the troubles of our
hearts. Jesus comforts and gives words of assurance and direction. Jesus continues, “Believe
in God. Believe also in me.” Trust in God the Father and also trust in Me. The resurrected
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is our Rock in times of uncertainty.

We are all in danger to the new wave of stronger virus sweeping over our country and the
world. We are stressed and strained by this threat. We have the assurance of Jesus who has
overcome death, and we too are overcomers in Him. | have learned to pray the pray of Teresa
of Avila in times of troubles and uncertainties. She prays,

“Let nothing disturb you,

Let nothing frighten you,

All things are passing away;

God never changes.

Patience obtains all things.

Whoever has God lacks nothing;

God alone suffices.”

I have also found hymns and songs that are very helpful in my personal time with God. This
hymn, “Burdens Are lifted At Calvary” is a timely encouragement to my troubled heart.



Burdens Are Lifted At Calvary (Bill & Gloria Gaither, Ladye Love Smith) lyrics:
Days are filled with sorrow and care,

Hearts are lonely and drear.

Burdens are lifted at Calvary,

Jesus is very near.

Burdens are lifted at Calvary, Calvary, Calvary;
Burdens are lifted at Calvary, Jesus is very near.
Troubled soul, the Savior can see

Every heartache and tear.

Burdens are lifted at Calvary,

Jesus is very near.

Burdens are lifted at Calvary, Calvary, Calvary....

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6250beL1W4&t=22s

Prayer

Dear Father in Heaven, Thank You for the assurance You have given to us as we put our faith
in You and in Jesus Christ, who is the Way, and the Truth and the Life (John 14:6). The
words, and miracles of Jesus has given us confidence to trust that He will make good on all
His promises. We Thank You for giving us the Holy Spirit that lives in us. We Thank You
that He is our comforter in hard times, our teacher, our guide through this journey of life.
Thank You that You never leave us or forsake us in good or bad times. We give thanks in
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Wednesday, 2 June, 2021

Title: God with us

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

Matthew 1:23

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”).

Do you feel like you are all alone, no one understands you, you don’t belong, or nobody cares
about you? It’s easy to feel like no one really gets you and that you are all alone. However,
the words of God in the bible lets us know that we are not alone. The Bible tells us that God
is with us. God comes to us and wants to be with us. Jesus comes to all of us, and for all of
us. He wants to be with us forever!

When we have God in our life, we will never be alone. People may not get us, but there is
this one person who always does. His name is Jesus. He will be with us always. No matter
what we are facing in life. It is great comfort to know that we are never alone because Jesus is
with us. And Jesus is God who is sovereign and HE created the whole Universe!

So, even when things seem hard, even when you feel like people don’t get you and you feel
like don’t belong, be encouraged! You’re not alone! Jesus came so that you can have a
relationship with Him. You don’t have to walk through life by yourself. Jesus loves you and
Jesus will always be with you!

Prayer:

Dear Lord, Thank you for coming to us and wanting to be with us. Thank you for you so love
us. We will not be alone because you told us that you have come to us and will be with us
forever. We don’t have to be afraid even we are in difficult situations because we know Jesus
—who is powerful and sovereign — is with us. In the precious name of Jesus, | pray, Amen.
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Thursday, 3 June 2021
Blessed are the Peacemakers
Ps Mark Tan

Matthew 5:9

As conflict continues to grow between Israel and Palestine, the Christians in Malaysia are
torn between to impossibilities: “Whose side are you on? Jews or Palestinians?”’

The reason why | say it is impossible is because of three things:

1) We are from neither country and do not possess all the facts about the conflict

2) The Christian has hurting Christians in both Israel and Palestine, and to choose one is to
condemn the other in which we cannot.

3) The gospel calls us to support neither nations but all people. We are not pro-any country,
but we are pro-peace.

Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

This phrase is profound for two reasons:

One : It is a central theme of the entire Bible. When God exiled the Israelites to Babylon, He
prophesied through Jeremiah saying “..seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I
have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will
prosper” ( Jeremiah 29:7 ). The Apostle Paul echoes this saying “If it is possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with everyone” ( Romans 12:18 ). The Apostle James adds on
with a blessing “Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness” ( James
3:18). In the light of this, Christians are called to seek peace, promote peace, be the
advocates of peace, and even be willing to forsake ourselves for the sake of peace.

Two : Peacemakers are called children of God. Everyone who promote and seek for peace are
identified as children of God, which means those who resemble God as a child resemble their
parent. This does not mean that all who seek peace are Christians, but it clearly reminds us
that because we ARE God’s children, the number one trait that we should resemble our
Heavenly Father is peace.

In this heated season of conflict and movement control, where emotions and anxieties flare
up wildly in the homes around us, can we be God’s peacemaker? Can the community we’re
in identify us as God’s children? Can we avail ourselves to be champions of peace like those
before us — Martin Luther King Jr, Mother Teresa, Florence Nightingale, Desmond Tutu and
Emily Greene Balch? Can we invite the Prince of Peace, our Lord Jesus into every heart and
soul that peace may prevail wherever we live and wherever we pray for?

Let us pray like St Francis of Assisi:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.



For it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
In Jesus name. Amen.
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Friday, 4 June, 2021

Title: Let the angel of pain complete his work . . .

By: Ps Cheng Cheung

John 11: 4 When Jesus heard this, he said, “This sickness will not lead to death, but to God’s
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

There are not many places in the gospels where the author declares “Jesus loved so-and-so.”
But here, John states in John 11: 6 ”Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” Some
writers say when you see stuff like this, it is as if God were teaching us that at the heart and
foundation of all His interactions with us, no matter how mystifying and unexplainable and
dark they may be, we must believe in and affirm God’s infinite, unmerited, and unchanging
love.

When I read such statements | want to believe it with all my heart. Yet, to be honest, |
struggle. This love permits pain to occur.

Mary and Martha must have truly believed that Jesus would quickly avert every obstacle to
keep their brother from death. However, we read this: ” So when He heard that Lazarus was
sick, He remained in the place where He was for two more days.”

How queer. What it is saying is that Jesus refrained from going not because He did not love
Mary and Martha but because He did love them. So, it appears it was His love that kept Him
from hurrying at once to the pair of grieving sisters. Anything less than infinite love would
have rushed immediately to the relief of those troubled hearts. This would have helped to end
their grief, to stop the flow of tears and at least to soothe their sorrow and pain, surely? But
Jesus knew better. Only the power of divine love held back the spontaneity of the Saviour’s
tender-heartedness until the angel of pain had finished his work.

Sow Cheng and | remembered well the travail of our third daughter as she struggled through
her professional accountancy course, years ago. It was not smooth sailing by any means. If |
recall correctly, each round of twice-yearly examinations saw at least one failed subject, until
there was one subject left. Meanwhile her contemporaries had completed their courses ahead
of her. There was pain and uncertainty — had she made the right choice? Had we placed
undue expectations on her? Those were anxious times mixed with much prayer.

Looking back, who can estimate the great debt we owe to those (and other) times of
suffering, emotional pain and anguish? If not for them, we would have no capacity for many
small virtues we take for granted. Where would our faith be, if not for the trials that test it?
Or patience without anything to endure or experience and without tribulation to refine it? And
it is Jesus who refrained from removing us from such, not because He does not love us, but
because He does.

My Prayer today

Lord Jesus, troubles without number surround me, and my heart and body fails within me.
Grant me more grace to endure the trials | face. Help me trust in You.

Lord, when You see that my work is done, let me not linger on with failing powers, a
forbearing worker in a world of frantic work. With a word just call me home and | will gladly
come. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Saturday, 5 June 2021

Title: The Root of The Problem
By: Wong Yoke Ming
Matthew 13:20-21

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.

Jesus often spoke to His disciples in parables — sometimes — known as stories with intent.
What, then, was the intent of the parable of the Sower which told of four types of soil which
received seed (read: ‘life’)? Of the four types of soil, three were not well prepared. Where
would such soil likely to be? Such types were surely along the fringes of the farmer’s field.
The receptive soil can only be the soil in the middle of the field where the farmer must have
spent a lot of time and effort tilling and nurturing in order that good fruit may be borne.

What then was this rocky soil? Immediately, we should understand that the rocks make it
exceedingly difficult to retain life giving water, which would just flow down to deeper
channels and out of the field. Secondly, the soil, we are told, is shallow and thus, makes it
difficult to retain nutrients needed for good fruit to grow.

We should remember that the area around the Sea of Galilee, which was the setting for this
parable, was rich agricultural land — it still is so today. The farmers, in the crowd and
listening to Jesus, would immediately know the solution — prepare the soil to be much more
receptive to plant growth.

There are two parables in this chapter of the gospel according to Matthew — one about the
soils and one about weeds and wheat. In the former, Jesus did not explain who sowed the
seeds whereas in the latter, the Sower of the good seed was the Son of Man. In the latter case,
it was undoubtedly a case of sabotage (with the weeds). In the parable of the four soils, there
was only seed mentioned, no weeds.

So, we who profess Christianity, need to ask ourselves how we have prepared our ‘soil’
(heart) to receive the word of God. Those who share the gospel need to ask how the hearts of
new believers are to be ‘tilled’ and prepared. Quite clearly, saying the “sinner’s prayer”
would hardly be sufficient, because the ‘soil’ in new believers would, for sure, be rocky soil.

Here is where we see the way Jesus told a ‘probing’ parable. The farmers would say that they
would not sow seeds in a field that had not been prepared. In those days, most of the farmers
were tenant farmers — they pay rent for the field, they would make sure that the produce
would be sufficient to pay the rent and to give them life!!

Which then brings us to the point on evangelism — do we have a ‘follow-up’ ministry for new
believers? An evangelistic ministry would draw non-believers as well as new believers!!
Neither are grounded in the gospel — a well-founded ‘follow-up’ ministry must
unquestionably be put in place.

We often see the parable of the Sower as a parable of four types of soil — we need to see that
bad soil, shallow soil or thorny soil can all be remedied. They can all be tilled and watered

with nutrients added so that the soil can receive seed and produce good fruit — then the yield
would be hundredfold, or sixty-fold or thirty-fold. When the soil has been well prepared, the



fruit would be of good quality; when the heart is well prepared and nurtured, the fruit of the
gospel would manifest for the glory of the Kingdom of God.

Prayer:

Father, we thank You for Your Word; that hearing is insufficient, ‘doing’ is critical. When we
share Your truth, we need also to act. James reminds us that ‘faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead’- so Lord, we pray that we will not show our faith through evangelistic
outreach without completing the process to bear good fruit for kingdom glory. Amen.
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Sunday, 6 June 2021

Title: What’s Your Oxygen Level?

By Elder Bryan Lee. Z=Hi[%

Luke 11:1a (Scripture in KJV)

“And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray.”

A few days ago | browsed through a very old little book in my library written by R.A. Torrey
(Born 1856, died 1928), well known for his position as the first Dean of the Moody Bible
Institute of Chicago. The book is titled “How to Obtain Fullness of Power”. In it he

wrote amongst other things about the power of prayer. What | am sharing with you today are
thoughts from this little inspiring book.

The average Christian is spiritually poor and powerless because the Christian fails to ask God
as recorded by the apostle James: “Ye have not, because ye ask not” (James 4:2).

God has put His own infinite power at our disposal, and He has proclaimed over and over
again, in a great variety of ways in His word, “Ask and ye shall receive” (Matt 7:7).
Thousands upon thousands have taken God at His word in this matter, and they have always
found it true.

God delights to answer prayers: “Call upon Me,” He cries, “I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me” (Psalm 50:15). There is a place where strength can always be renewed; that place
is the presence of the Lord: “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

How little time the average Christian spends in prayer! We are too busy to pray, and so we
are too busy to have power.

How much time does the average Christian spend daily in prayer? Pastor Edwin Lutzer of
Moody Church, Chicago in one of his messages mentioned that the average American
Christian spends less than 5 minutes in prayer. | wonder if there is any difference with the
Malaysian Christian.

Satan the master deceiver wants us to busy ourselves with work and church programmes so
that we have no time to approach the Throne Room of God with earnest, persistent, and
believing prayer.

Prayer has the power to bring us a true knowledge of ourselves and our needs. There is
nothing more necessary than for us to know ourselves: our weaknesses, our sinfulness, our
selfishness; how that in us (that is to say, in our flesh) “dwelleth no good thing” (Romans
7:18). Lives of power have usually begun with a revelation of the utter powerlessness and
worthlessness of self. If we are to have fullness of power, it is necessary that we see ourselves
as we are by nature, in the flesh. This is accomplished through prayer. If we sincerely pray
the psalmist’s prayer: “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me and know my
thoughts” (Psalm 139:23), He will do it.

Prayer has the power to cleanse our hearts from sin— from secret sin and from known sin
(Psalm 19:12 — 13). In answer to David’s prayer after his disastrous fall, God washed him
thoroughly from his iniquity and cleansed him from his sin (Psalm 51:2). Many a man has
fought for days, months, and years against some sin that has been marring his life and
sapping his spiritual power. David finally went to God in prayer, persisting in that prayer
until God blessed him. And he emerged from the place of prayer a victor.



Prayer brings the fullness of the Spirit’s power into our hearts and lives. One great reason
why so many of us have so little of the Holy Spirit’s power in our lives and service is that we
spend so little time and thought in prayer. We “have not, because we ask not.” Every
precious, spiritual blessing in our own lives is given by our heavenly Father in answer to true
prayer. Prayer promotes our own spiritual growth and our likeness to Christ as almost nothing
else can. The more time we spend in real, true prayer, the more we will grow in likeness to
our Master.

There is mighty power in prayer. It has much to do with our obtaining fullness of power in
Christian life and service. Whoever will not take time for prayer may as well give up all hope
of obtaining the fullness of power God has for him. It is “they that wait upon the Lord” who
“shall renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:31). No matter what the time or the place, if we are to
know fullness of power, we must be men and women of prayer. | am thankful for the 40-50
faithfuls who turn up every Saturday morning to pray for one another and for the church.

In his book “Prayer”, Pastor John Onwuchekwa writes “Prayer is oxygen to the Christian.”
He says “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without
breathing. Prayer is breathing.”

Recently India ran out of oxygen in their fight against the pandemic and many countries came
to their rescue by flying in oxygen cylinders and oxygen generators. People were dying by
the thousands for lack of oxygen. In the current pandemic we must monitor our oxygen level
when we self quarantine. If your oxygen level falls below 94 per cent, you will experience
shortness of breath. You must check into the hospital. You are becoming critical.

Prayer is oxygen to the Christian. Make sure it’s above 95 percent. Check into the Throne
Room of God!

Lord, Teach us to pray!

Free pdf: https://vdocuments.net/how-to-obtain-fullness-of-power-r-a-torrey.html
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Monday 7th June 2021

MONEY AND TIME

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Matthew 16:26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

Frank Sinatra’s daughter Tina recalls her father’s unceasing drive to succeed and make
money, even when his health was at risk: His health was in tatters and his life mired in
financial wrangles, but my father refused to stop giving concerts. “I’ve just got to earn more
money,” he said.

His performances, sad to say, were becoming more and more uneven. Uncertain of his
memory, he became dependent on teleprompters. When | saw him at Desert Inn in Las
Vegas, he struggled through the show and felt so sick at the end that he needed oxygen from
a tank that he kept on hand. At another show he forgot the lyrics to “Second Time Around,” a
ballad he had sung a thousand times. His adoring audience finished it for him.

I couldn’t bear to see Dad struggle. He wanted to retire at the top of his game, and I always
thought he would know when his time came. Pushing 80 he lost track of when to quit. After
seeing one too many of these fiascos, I told him, “Pop, you can stop now; you don’t have to
stay on the road.” With a stricken expression he said, “No, I’ve got to earn more money. |
have to make sure everyone is taken care of.”

Since his death there have been constant family wrangles over his fortune. Do you think it
was worth it?

Chuck Colson recalls his prison ministry: Most of the death-row inmates were in their bunks
wrapped in blankets, staring blankly at little black-and-white TV screens, killing time.

But in one cell a man was sitting on his bunk, reading. As | approached, he looked up and
showed me his book — an instruction manual on Episcopal liturgy. John Irving, on death row
for more than 15 years, was studying for the priesthood. John told me he was allowed out of
his cell one hour each day. The rest of the time, he studies.

Seeing that John had nothing in his cell but a few books, I thought, God blessed me so much,
the least I can do is provide something for this brother. Would you like a TV if I could
arrange it? I asked. John smiled gratefully. “Thanks,” he said, “but no thanks. You can waste
an awful lot of time with those things.”

For the 15 years since a judge placed a number on his days, John had determined not to waste
the one commaodity he had to give to the Lord — his time.

In contrast, our Lord never seemed perplexed by money and time. When asked if it was
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, Jesus answered: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God
what is God’s” (Mark 12: 17). With great demands on His time, Jesus spent early mornings
and late nights in prayer, seeking to know and do His Father’s will.

What about us brothers and sisters? We all need money of course, so let us ask God for
wisdom to strike a balance between the two — Money and Time.

Hymn writer Frances Havergal wrote:
Take my life, and let it be



Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my moments and my days,

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold;

Take my intellect and use

Every power as Thou shalt choose.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for reminding us to make the best use of our time and our
money that you have so graciously given to us. And on that Great Day when You come back
in Your Father’s glory with His angels, You will reward each of us for what we have done
with all the things you have entrusted to us. (Matt 16: 27). In Jesus precious Name we pray
AMEN.
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Tuesday, 8 June 2021

Title: Practising Forgiveness

By: Cecilia Tan

Matthew 18: 21-22 “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “| tell
you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”

What does it mean to forgive someone? It means we put aside every injury inflicted on us as
though it had never happened and give up our desire for revenge. An extremely difficult thing
to do indeed but we have the Holy Spirit to help us. We live in an age rife with anger and
hatred. Pandemic stress makes matters worse — tempers flare and offences abound.
Forgiveness will not come naturally but it is what God expects of us!

Our Lord Jesus taught that we have to forgive unceasingly. When Peter asked Jesus, “Lord,
how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?”’
Peter had a rationale for saying “seven” times. Jewish tradition limited forgiveness to three
times. Peter thought his willingness to forgive seven times was much more generous than
Jewish tradition. Jesus however responded, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times.” This means

that we are not to limit our forgiveness to a specific number of times. As often as someone
offends us and asks forgiveness, we should extend it without keeping count. Further more,
even if he does not ask forgiveness, we must still forgive him!

Jesus then told the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:23-35). The servant owed
the king an absurdly large amount of money and could never hope to pay it back. He begged
for mercy and the merciful king forgave his servant and cancelled his impossibly huge debt.
Yet the servant refused to cancel a fellow servant’s petty debt, which was just a tiny sum
compared to the unforgiving servant’s huge debt! When the king heard about it, he angrily
revoked the unforgiving servant’s pardon and sent him to the torturers until such time as his
debt could be cleared.

The parable reveals to us the enormity of our sins against God and yet God has forgiven them
all. When we compare the offences we have committed against God, our fellow human
being’s offences against us are very small. We should be so appreciative of God’s
forgiveness that we freely forgive others. For if we do not forgive, God is justified in not
forgiving us.

Jesus Himself warned in Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive other people when they sin
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their
sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” Earlier in Matthew 5:23-24, Jesus had also
commanded that “if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go
and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.”

The human soul is not designed to harbour hatred and resentment. An unforgiving spirit is as
harmful to the soul as poison is to the body. A heart filled with anger, hostility, bitterness and
malice is a wounded heart. When there is forgiveness and reconciliation, the wounds of both
parties will be healed and joy prevails. Otherwise, the pain of unforgiveness will dominate
the lives of both, like a heavy weight on their shoulders and a millstone around their necks,
robbing them of sleep and inner peace.



Welsh evangelical preacher and prolific writer, Selwyn Hughes declared, “Nothing can be
more important to the soul’s health than making sure the exercise of forgiveness is carried out
regularly. Flush all bitterness out of your soul as you would flush a toxic substance out of
your body.”

What is Christ’s example on forgiveness? Even as He suffered crucifixion, Jesus prayed,

“ Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) Our Lord set
a course that would lead to love and reconciliation through His willing forgiveness of His
enemies who tortured Him to death!

Just as Christ forgave our sins and reconciled us to God, restoring and healing our broken
relationship with God, may we emulate Him by PRACTISING FORGIVENESS. May we
forgive every injury inflicted on us and may we be willing to seek pardon for anything
anyone holds against us.

Forgiveness is that balm that heals the wounds of our human frailties and binds up the
fractures of our imperfect human relationships. Forgive we must — even as God for Christ’s
sake has forgiven us!

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for the perfect example shown to us by Your Son Jesus —
hanging on a cross and suffering excruciating pain, He prayed for His enemies, “Father,
forgive them.” Help us to constantly practice forgiveness, to put on tender mercies, kindness,
humility, meekness, bearing with one another, and forgiving one another even as You have
forgiven us of much. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Wednesday, 9 June 2021

Title: Trust His Heart

By Wong King Wai

Matt 6:34 — Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.

When | was a teen and young adult, I worried a lot. | was always worrying about studies,
relationships, decisions, the things I said or didn’t say, or the actions I did or didn’t do.
Everything was just a big mess of worry and uncertainty. Over time, | realised that | was
putting a lot of my energies in worrying about things | had no control over.

The pandemic for many of us has given us a lot to worry about. Many of us have friends who
have passed away, lost their jobs, or have pay cuts. There are also those who are far from
home and stuck without family or friends to provide support and encouragement. Thanks to
technology, communication is not hindered but the lack of physical meetings is taking a toll.

All these things that are happening are not trivial or mundane to God. He sees the struggles
we are going through and He knows our worries. While we do not know why this virus
continues to linger, we know who is in control of all things. And because He is in control, we
can choose not to worry, as worry can lead to stress that could lead to illnesses.

There is an old song which I hope to sing in church one day, called “Trust His Heart”. The
chorus is very encouraging:

“God is too wise to be mistaken

God is too good to be unkind

So when you don’t understand

When don’t see His plan

When you can’t trace His hand

Trust His Heart”

While it may be hard to understand during these challenging times the will of God, take time
to remember how He has come through for you. Remind yourself that your life is in His
hands where He will never let you go. And rest and find comfort in His grace and love that
never wavers.

PRAYER: My Father in heaven. Thank You for sending your son Jesus to die for me. Thank

You for seeing me through tough times. Thank You for always looking out for me even when
| was not faithful or particularly good. It is by grace | have been saved and grace will sustain

me. Help me to worry less and trust You more, Lord. In Jesus’ name I pray, AMEN.
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Thursday, 10 June 2021

Title: One in Ten

By Dr. Tho Lye Mun

Luke 17:11-19. Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and
Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a
distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He
threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned
to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith
has made you well.”

What if I told you, you didn’t need to be 1 in a million to be special. You just needed to be 1
in 10. We see in the story, out of 10 people whom God blessed and healed, only 1 returned to
Him to thank Him and acknowledge His mercy and goodness.

“What?!” I hear you say. Surely this can’t be true! Surely we are more thankful than that!

I think it’s time to take an honest look at ourselves. Ingratitude comes naturally to the sinful
self. We are seldom able to appreciate the good done to us, but are always quick to blame and
quick to slander. As a doctor, | see this all too regularly where many of us have been victims
of complaints. Patients whose lives have been saved and their destinies altered can be quick
to point out minor discomforts suffered along the way.

2 Timothy 1 also highlights the condition of being ungrateful. This sin seems to correlate
with being proud and abusive, unforgiving, slanderous and being without love.

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God.

Therefore, thankfulness seems to be the antidote to many things — to pride, to unforgiveness,
to slander, to being empty on the inside and living without love.

And there are many things to be thankful about I can assure you. This is the right time to take
stock of the many things we need to be thankful for. It’s time to be the 1 out of 10.
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Friday, 11 June, 2021
Rebuke

By Prathab VV

Luke 17: 3-4 (HCSB)

A few years ago, a church elder committed a very serious offence. It was an alleged criminal
offence. He was accused of embezzling church funds, which was entrusted under his care.
The church was poor but they have given generously over the years.

When the offence was pointed to the elder by the church Pastor, he cynically brushed it off
and denied it altogether. He claimed that he was merely borrowing the money and would
return it as soon as he has the funds. To cut a long story short, the church went into a crisis of
leadership and was torn apart. It was a very difficult time for the small church. I could only
pray for the church and encourage the pastor. When the matter was brought up to the
congregation, surprisingly, some church leaders supported the elder instead of the Pastor.
How tragic!

Accepting rebuke and correction is not an easy thing to do. As Christians, we pray that we
remain humble and teachable. We boldly proclaim that we want to change our ways, by
singing hymns every Sunday in church.

However, God does not always speak to us audibly. Sometimes, He uses others to speak to us
instead. Here, church leaders are specially placed in a difficult spot which affects their pride.
What if God uses a young Christian to rebuke the leaders? Would church leaders be willing
to be rebuked or admonished by a younger Christian?

In my observation, most of us (including leaders) tend to get defensive when criticisms are
thrown at them. Some deflect the blame and sometimes even provide flimsy excuses for
errors.

Charles Spurgeon has this to say about receiving a rebuke: “We are one in Christ; let us be
friends with one another; but let us never be friends with one another’s error. If [ be wrong,
rebuke me sternly; | can bear it, and bear it cheerfully; and if ye be wrong, expect the like
measure from me, and neither peace nor parley with your mistakes.”

My prayer is that we pray and seek the Lord when rebuke or admonishment comes our way.
Our comfort and encouragement come directly from Jesus, who also encouraged us to forgive
the offender.

Jesus said: “ Be on your guard. If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive
him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and comes back to you seven times,
saying, ‘I repent,” you must forgive him.” (Luke 17:3-4, HCSB).

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, please help me to be humble always like you. Let me not brush away criticisms
against me. Help me to accept all rebukes, Lord. In Jesus’ name, I ask. Amen.
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Saturday, 12 June 2021

Title: Jesus is the Lord of the sinners

Author: Pastor Johnson Chong

Translator: Irene Hong

Mark 2:17 Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. | have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Mark 2:13-17 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to Him, and He
began to teach them. As He walked along, He saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed Him. While
Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with
Him and His disciples, for there were many who followed Him. When the teachers of the law
who were Pharisees saw Him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked His
disciples: “Why does He eat with tax collectors and sinners?”” On hearing this, Jesus said to
them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. | have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

There are not many people in the world who are truly healthy, and there are very few
righteous people too, but many people do not know that they are sick. Some people are self-
righteous, like the Pharisees and the teachers of the law at that time, so they did not feel the
need for a doctor and refused to listen to the calling of The Lord, but The Lord came to the
world to seek and save the lost. He was full of mercy and compassion for sinners. At that
time, tax collectors and prostitutes were the most despised, yet they entered into the Kingdom
of God before the priests and the elders. What is the reason for this?

This is because the tax collectors and sinners all approached Jesus to listen to His preaching,
but the Pharisees and the teachers of the law privately argued that He received sinners and ate
with them, so the Lord told them three stories, namely the search for the lost sheep, the lost
coin, and the prodigal son. The Lord Jesus is the good shepherd, looking for the lost sheep
everywhere. He called Matthew at the tax collector’s booth and Zacchaeus on the mulberry
tree. He also dined and stayed at the house of the two tax collectors. He was not afraid of
people’s comments, and His heart is full of compassion because two people had repented and
all the angels in heaven rejoice. He sat by the well in Samaria, and He wrote on the ground to
save two sinning women and this filled the heavens with joy. No wonder the guilty woman
was crying behind Jesus and her tears wet Jesus’s feet. She dried His feet with her hair, then
kissed Jesus’ feet with her mouth, and put perfume on His feet. Because her many sins have
been forgiven, she has loved much.

But many times, we are just like the Pharisees—self-righteous and upright; refuse to get close
to sinners, have no sympathy, and judge others behind their backs. Our hearts are hard, our
feet are lazy, which means there is no one to seek for the many lost sheep, many tax
collectors and sinners are unable to hear the truth of God, many prodigal sons are still
wondering outside, and a lot of money is still buried in the ground. There is no joy in heaven,
and there is no happiness in our Father’s heart. We are just like the eldest son who cannot
understand the heart of the father. The one who should repent now is the eldest son, the
Pharisee!

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, please forgive our transgressions. We want to confess our sins and
repent before you. Indeed, among us, many times we have committed the same sins as the
Pharisees— self-righteous and self-conceit. Lord, we thank you because you did not treat us
as we did, and you hide your face to not see our sins. Lord, please fill us with your spirit now,



be merciful to us and change us so that we may become useful vessels for your blessing.
Thank you and we pray in the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen!
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Sunday, 13 June 2021

Title: The story of Zacchaeus

By Elder Yu Chin Shie

Luke 19:1-10

“When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. ‘Zacchaeus!’ he
said. ‘Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your house today.’” Luke 19:5 NLT

| am sure most of us know the story of Zacchaeus from our Sunday School days or Vacation
Bible School (VBS). When I am reminded of the story of Zacchaeus, I can’t help singing (at
least in my mind), the popular kids’ song with the catchy lyrics:

“Zacchaeus was a very little man

and a very little man was he.

He climbed up into a sycamore tree

for the Saviour he wanted to see.

And when Jesus passed that way

He looked into the tree

{spoken} and said ‘Now Zacchaeus,

you come down,

for ’'m coming to your house for tea.”

When our three children were in preschool, 1 like to sing this song to them. | guess it was
drummed so much into them that they could still remember it even now as adults. If you were
to ask them, they could likely sing it for you!

The story of Zacchaeus has a lot of significance to me. It is not just a story for Sunday School
kids. It speaks to all regardless of our age and station in life.

For those who are not familiar with Zacchaeus, his story is recorded in the gospel of Luke
19:1-10.

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector in the city of Jericho. He collected taxes from his people,
the Jews, on behalf of the Romans. Hence, he was not popular and considered a traitor or
sinner. Despite being very wealthy, he was vertically challenged. One day he heard that Jesus
was passing by Jericho on the way to Jerusalem. He had heard much about Jesus, all His
miracles, healings and His profound teaching. He was eager to have a glimpse of Jesus as He
passed by. Due to his height limitation, he climbed up a sycamore tree to get a good view of
Jesus. To the great surprise of all, when Jesus passed by under the sycamore tree, He stopped
and called on Zacchaeus by name:

“Zacchaeus! Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your house today.”
You could read the remaining of the story from Luke 19: 6-10.

Essentially, the encounter with Jesus made Zacchaeus a new man. His life was totally
transformed. Jesus said to him:

“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost” Luke 19:9-10

My testimony



I was in a Christian student camp in Melbourne in May, 1972. Despite being a youth leader in
my church before | went overseas for study, | had back slidden. I was disillusioned with life
and seeking for purpose and meaning. | did not have a personal relationship with God then
and there were serious doubts I had about the Christian faith. | was invited to the camp by a
few concerned Christian students from the Melbourne OCF.

On the last night of the camp, there was an evangelistic meeting. That was nearly 50 years
ago, but I could still remember vividly what happened.

The speaker’s message that night was based on the story of Zacchaeus. Even though there
were many students in the hall, it seemed like Jesus was speaking to me. I did not intend to be
serious in reaching out to God. But the Lord, like in the story of Zacchaeus, asked me to
come down from where | was (with my doubts and hesitation) to receive Him into my life. |
remembered | was trembling all over during the sermon which | believe was due to the
presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst. When the altar call came, | was the first to go up
front to acknowledge | have committed my life to Jesus. The rest as we say, is history.

My appeal to all who are seeking for meaning in life and have doubts and fears, (especially
during this uncertain and difficult Covid pandemic time), to please come down from where
you are.

Jesus is calling you today by your name. He doesn’t just know about you, He knows you! He
knows your fears, your dreams, your regrets, your struggles, your every failure, your every
pain and every sin. He loves you, He believes in you, and He wants to bless you. He wants
you to climb down from your tree ... to go from checking Him out to inviting Him in.

Will you respond to Him today?
Prayer —

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for Your great love for me by sending your Son, Jesus Christ to die for me while |
was still a sinner. I want to submit my life to you so that You will be my Lord and Saviour.
In Jesus name | pray,

Amen
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Monday, 14 June 2021

Title: Bread Crumbs.

Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 15: 21-28 (Please read)

In my Devotional (John 4:1-45) on 24 May, we have seen how Jesus traversed geographical
territories, drove through race and gender divides, contravened social conventions,
demolished religious demarcations, entered emotional walls, broke down psychological
barriers to reach out to the deepest needs of a Samaritan woman whose redemption and
resultant transformation as well as spontaneous testimony led her community to receive
salvation.

Today’s text is another disturbing story but which has a beautiful ending. Preceding this
episode, Jesus just had a theological debate with the scribes and Pharisees who had left
Jerusalem to scrutinize Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. The religious leaders confronted Jesus
because His disciples were not washing their hands before meals, violating a purity ritual (v
2). Jesus contended the rabbinical laws, particularly relating to outward ritual cleanness and
espoused inward righteousness instead (v 3; 10-20). Further, Jews generally avoided the
Gentiles, as association with them rendered them ceremonially unclean.

After this controversy with the Jewish leaders, Jesus crossed deep into Gentile territory, by
taking His disciples to the region of Tyre and Sidon (v 21), which were both port cities with
thriving commerce. In view of their prosperity, they were proud, historic Canaanite cities. It
is here, Jesus and His entourage encountered a Canaanite woman (v 22). The parallel passage
in Mark 7:24-30, specifically describes her as “a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth” (v 26).
Phoenicia (present day Lebanon), then belonged administratively to Syria. Matthew
intentionally emphasizes her Canaanite descendancy to evoke a response from his Jewish
audience.

The drama begins with this woman begging Jesus, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” (v 22 & Mark 7:26). She had
apparently heard of Jesus’ reputation as a healer, as His fame had spread beyond the Galilean
border to Phoenician territory. Initially, Jesus ignored her plea (v 23a) up until His disciples
demonstrated their annoyance with the woman. To them, she was a Gentile nuisance that had
to be sent away (v 23b).

Jesus answered her enigmatically, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”.
The plot became increasingly perplexing when at the woman’s pleading,” Lord, help me.”,
Jesus responded seemingly harshly, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to
the dogs .” Undoubtedly, Jesus’ disciples would have fully agreed with Him on this. But,
here’s the twist in the tale: the word “ dog ” Jesus used was not the usual Greek word ‘ kyon ’
but the diminutive ¢ kynarion ’. Jesus was referring to ‘puppies’ or ‘household pets’ not the
stray, scavenging canines. While the Jews did not view dogs as loving pets but as detestable
scavengers, Jesus softened what could have been a more derogatory insult. The woman took
Jesus’ word and turned it on its Jewish head. She viewed herself, not as a scrounging hungry
hound but as a domestic pet that shares a meal with the family: “ Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs
eat crumbs that fall from the master’s table . Jesus’ disciples would have been blindsided:
they would never have a dog at their dining table.

The story concludes with Jesus commending the Gentile woman for her faith, and heals her
daughter immediately (v 28).



In sum, up to the point, prior to this episode in the two Gospels, Jesus’ ministry concentrated
in Jewish areas. So here, Matthew and Mark introduced a story about a Gentile woman who
foreshadowed the future ministry of the disciples. At first sight, Jesus’ response to her
appeared ethnocentric and offensive. But actually, Jesus was being intentionally provocative
in order to elicit the correct response from her. Hence, Jesus’ words are not to be construed as
unfeelingly harsh but, in fact, tenderly drawing from her an expression of faith. He was
testing her to ascertain whether she would claim what was rightfully hers, namely, the
opportunity to receive God’s blessings in the new age of salvation.

Jesus began His earthly ministry by ministering first to the Jews, so that through them He
would send the Good News of salvation to the Gentiles. In today’s text, Jesus elucidated His
inclusiveness to His disciples in contrast to their exclusiveness. Jesus taught His disciples that
the Gentile’s positive response to the Gospel meant that they were accepted by God.

As in both the case of the Samaritan woman and the Syrophoenician woman, Jesus went out
of the way to meet them at their point of need, so Christ can meet you at your point of need,
right now, whatever it may be. Let me encourage you to receive His salvation today, and be
included in His kingdom.

For those of us who are believers, in what ways can we share our ‘bread crumbs’ as well as
‘leftovers’ of usable items with the migrant/refugee/diaspora communities around us? How
may we be more inclusive in our ministries?

Let’s Live the Life, with Blessings Overflowing to those Outside.
PRAYER:

Dear God, Creator of all peoples, overflow us with Your Love and Compassion, so that we
may bless others with Your overarching inclusiveness. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Tuesday, 15 June 2021,

Title: Laying Treasures in Heaven

By: Shaun Ling

Text: Matthew 6: 19-21

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also”

Have you ever imagined what it would be like to be at your own funeral service? I don’t want
to sound morbid but I have often wondered what would people say about me. How did I live
my life? What would my friends say about me? What would my colleagues say? What would
my family say? Is there anyone from whom you crave affirmation?

In my line of work, | have had the privilege to prepare wills for those who are terminally ill. |
remembered one time, | rushed to the hospital at HUKM Cheras one Sunday afternoon to get
my despatch clerk Bala, to sign his final will and testament after | got news that his condition
had turned for the worse. Bala was not a Christian and although an excellent worker, he had a
conflicted relationship with his wife and 2 children, aged 20 and 17 when he passed on. |
knew because he asked me to counsel him and his family twice at my office. Unfortunately,
the relationship did not mend itself when he died.

| am not sure what is your priority in life. May | humbly suggest that investing in
relationships is one of the ways that we can lay up treasures in heaven. We cannot possibly
have time to nurture an infinite number of relationships in our lifetime but we can choose
those with whom God has laid in your heart. Start with your own family members and then
move out from there. We don’t do this to get their approval but we do so because we believe
that is what God has called us to do. Looking back, there were regrets in my life — decisions |
made that has hurt my loved ones, the way | speak to them in a judgmental way and not
affirming them enough when they deserve it. | also failed to step up to help friends when they
were desperately needing help and I ignored them. | resolve to do better.

God calls us to lay up treasures in heaven. There are many elements to this but today, |
choose to focus on relationships.

At my funeral service, | may well receive affirmations from family and friends. But what

really matters is what God has to say. Will He say “Well done, good and faithful servant”?
(Matthew 25:21)

Prayer

Father, help us to focus on our true calling. Let us be who You have called us to be. And help
us to have the grace to reach out to those God has laid in our hearts. And keep us humble and
teachable. Not to be afraid to say sorry. Help us, dear Lord. Amen
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Wednesday, 16 June 2021

Title: Itis I. Do not be afraid.

Author: Pastor Wallace Ong

Matthew 14:22-27, 32-33

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this
time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25
And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not
be afraid.”... 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

In this passage, we know that Jesus has been with his disciples for some time. They have seen
him perform miracles of casting out demons and healing the sick; they have heard his
teaching; they have been out themselves on a mission; and just before this passage is an
account of a great miracle on feeding the multitude. We might ask how the disciples did not
know who Jesus was when they saw him walking toward them on the sea! We learn that the
disciples were in a very challenging situation, they were struggling with the great wind storm,
and beaten by the waves. They tried their best with their own strength to overcome their
difficulties, and Jesus was the last person they would consider who would come to help them.

However, Jesus walked through the great storm and walked on the sea to come to His
beloved disciples. Jesus proclaimed to them in verse 27 “It is I’ which in Greek literally
means “I AM”. Jesus identifies himself as the God who is and was and always will be. HE is
the God who appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:13-14), and this is the God
who reassured people in exile that they hadn’t been abandoned (e.g. Isaiah 41:4; 46:4; 51:12).
In verse 33, after the disciples set their eyes on Jesus, and witnessed another great miracle of
Jesus’ divine power, the disciples, declared “Truly you are the Son of God.”

How about us? Let us not to forget that Jesus is truly the Son of God. HE will always be with
us and will come to help us. Let us always set our eyes on Jesus and abide in Him regardless
our situation.

Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for your WORD reminding us who you are, and how much you
love us. Help us in our everyday walk to realize you are with us and for us. Lead us daily to
set our eyes on you and abide in you. Thank you Lord Jesus! In your precious name we pray.
Amen.
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Thursday 17 June 2021

Title: Small Faith, Big God

Ps Mark Tan

Mark 4:30-32

3“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?
31 1t is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it
grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can
perch in its shade.”

When Jesus shared this parable, he was sharing it to his disciples. His disciples were not
famous or extraordinary. In fact they were rather ordinary folk with ordinary jobs in the day.
Furthermore, it certainly wasn’t THEIR faith that differentiated them at first, because when
Jesus could have used the most support in His life, his disciples fled. Peter even betrayed
Him. Jesus did not tell this parable to admonish them, but to encourage them that though they
may be “small” in position, status, even faith, their faith is in a Big God and through them,
He will cause His Gospel to bloom and grow.

How big shall God grow His Kingdom through us? Well, if anyone has ever seen mustard
seeds, they will certainly never imagine them to grow big enough till they have “such big
branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” Jesus was not exaggerating, but He was
sharing a mystery of God’s Work in us — that it will grow beyond what we could ever expect
or imagine. No one would’ve thought that such a large movement would start from a bunch
of regular people from Galilee. But with God, the Gospel has reached the hearts of billions of
people and through “mustard seeds of faith” like William Carey, Hudson Taylor, Billy
Graham and other missionaries and evangelists, God’s Kingdom is growing so large that
many can find sanctuary in Him.

Though this pandemic does not allow us to gather together as a “big” church today, we
should not be discouraged, but continue to testify God’s goodness and share of His Good
News. For all we know, God is spreading mustard seeds again.

So let us grow His Kingdom in our neighbourhoods, communities, circles and connections, so
that we may extend our branches of peace and His salvation for others to find sanctuary in
Him. As the great William Carey once said: “Expect great things from God, and attempt great
things for God.”

PRAYER:

Dear Lord, please keep your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love. Through
your grace, O Lord, we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Friday, 18/6/2021

By Chow Ee-Tan

Title: “I Am the Bread of Life”

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35 — NIV)

I have always been intrigued by Jesus’ claim of being the "Bread of Life’.

We know that bread was a staple food at the turn of the century for the Jews in Palestine,
quite like rice is for Asians of today. But why did Jesus say He is a food? I guess it must be
because we need Jesus just like we need our staple food to be alive.

First He said, whoever approaches Him will not be hungry anymore. He then said whoever
believes in Him will never be thirsty. It means Jesus can satisfy all our basic longings — that
of hunger and that of thirst.

So Jesus was likening himself as a food source, and source of living water. He did not say He
has the bread of life but He IS the Bread of Life. He is also the living water. Not just any
bread or food, but the bread of life.

It is reassuring to know that we have a God who not only gives us physical food, but also
spiritual food that satisfies us. Without food we will die, so Jesus gives us physical life and
also spiritual life.

In Jesus we can find not just life, but eternal life. The one who comes to Him will never
hunger nor thirst. Jesus is saying that only He could satisfy our spiritual hunger and spiritual
thirst because He is the Bread of Life and Living Water from heaven.

When | googled this verse, | found something quite interesting from
https://dailyverse.knowing-jesus.com/john-6-35. Jesus’ claim to be the bread of life is not
random but it’s followed by other claims of Himself.

Firstly, do you know that this was the first of seven claims Jesus made about being the Bread
of Life from heaven? He told them that He is not only the Giver but the Sustainer of our lives.
He becomes our living nourishment, day by day, strengthening and sustaining us, in and
through His everlasting, life-giving power.

Not only does Christ give us each day our daily bread, but He also imparts to us His life-
giving Spirit, which is life everlasting. Only in Jesus we can have life everlasting.

Secondly, this was the first of seven titles that Christ has used about Himself that started
with: “I AM..” And he chose to begin with I AM the Bread of Life...

Later in the Gospel, He also said: I AM the Light of the World to dispel the darkness of sin
and death. | AM the Gate — the Entrance Door into security and means of fellowship with
almighty God. I AM the Good Shepherd, to lead and guide, to feed and protect.

Jesus is many things to His believer, but the first “title’ that He shared with us is something
simply amazing. We have a Saviour who can satisfy all our hunger and thirst — if only we
come to Him.



Prayer: Thank You Lord Jesus for who You are. Thank You for being our bread of life and
our living water. Without You we are nothing. With You we have everything. Lord, we pray
that You will continue to draw us closer to You, as You and You alone can satisfy all our

needs. Amen.
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Saturday, 19 June 2021

Title: “I Desired Mercy, Not Sacrifice” (NIV Translation)

By: Chan Yew Thai

In Matthew 9:13(b) Jesus said, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”

The context of the above verse, which begins with Matthew 9:9 and ends in verse 9:13, is that
Jesus called Matthew who followed Him. Then, while Jesus and his disciples were having
dinner in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners joined them. This was questioned
by the Pharisees, and Jesus’ reply was, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.
But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call
the righteous, but sinners.”

In this passage, we can see two groups of people. First group was the tax collectors who were
treated as outcasts because they were viewed as traitors — being agents of the Romans, for the
tax was for the Roman government. They were also seen as dishonest because they collected
more than required and retained a portion for themselves. Another group was the Pharisees
who were self-righteous and would not be seen in the company of the tax collectors.

Often, Christians also behave like the Pharisees — judge unbelievers as being dishonest,
corrupt and partakers of vices; and distance ourselves from them because we go to church,
serve, worship God through songs and busy ourselves in many activities in church. Brothers
and Sisters, this is not what God wants if our hearts are not right.

The original of this is found in Hosea 6:6, which says, “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and
acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings.” God wants us to acknowledge and to

draw close to Him, and not to just go through the motions as routine when we pray, read the

Bible, worship Him in songs or serve Him. We must be sincere in our actions and deeds and
not just for show.

During this pandemic, many have lost their jobs and have been struggling financially,
emotionally and mentally. This is a good opportunity for Christians to reach out to them and
help set them back on their feet. We should not only pay lip service, but actually get our
hands dirty by doing it through donations, counselling, befriending them and helping in any
way possible though we are restricted by MCO (Movement Control Order). If we see the
needs of the poor but withold our assistance, we are like the elite described in Amos and our
worship will be considered as noise by God and not acceptable to Him (Amos 5:22-23).
Therefore, let us humble ourselves and remember those in need and approach the throne of
mercy like David with a broken and contrite heart (Psalm 51:17).

Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, forgive us when we behave like the Pharisees and help us to come before
You with a broken and contrite heart which You do not despise. May we always remember
that You desire mercy, not sacrifice.

In Your mighty name we pray, Amen.
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Sunday, 20 June 2021

Title: Joy of the Lord

By Elder Tan Seng Kee

Bible Verse: Matt 5:12

| dropped by to check on a senior pastor of my church during this current MCO/lockdown.
Visitations are not allowed so it is just a few handwaves and greetings over the fence from a
distance. The senior pastor with age continues to face health challenges himself and in his
spouse. There were other concerns in his family as well. Yet what was most obvious in this
momentary encounter was the wide smile on his face and the extremely cheerful disposition
he has. The senior pastor continues to ask of me and my family. | know he continues to
pastor, love, pray and care for many within and outside his own church. The senior pastor is
extremely joyful amidst troubling times.

“Rejoice and be glad” (Matt 5:12) was Jesus’ command to his disciples when facing
persecutions. How do we rejoice in difficult days like these when mega challenges assail
many of us on an almost daily basis?

I think the answer lies in “Where is the source of our joy?” If our joy depends on external
circumstances, then it will evade us because these are troublesome days devoid of joy. We
can, however, rejoice if our joy comes from Jesus. Joy from Jesus comes from times of
prayer, meditation and the reading of His word, worship and fellowship with God’s people.
Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Joy is Spirit-given. Joy is Spirit-gifted. Jesus wants us to have
joy and gives us joy when we become Christians and the Holy Spirit indwells us. Joy comes
when we make up our mind to trust in Jesus. Joy is the internal contentment in Jesus that
abounds in hope and thanksgiving to God. Joy is the peace that floods our soul when we read
and store up on God’s words in our heart. Joy is the assurance that overwhelms us when God
reminds us that He will never leave us nor forsake us.

Joy is not the absence of problems but it is the daily presence of Jesus in our lives. Psalms
16:11 “...In your presence is fullness of joy” and with joy comes confidence, wisdom and
strength for each one of us to navigate the storms of life. Joy also comes when we are quick
to confess our sins and ask God for forgiveness and go to God for help to walk in paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake. We can continue to rejoice if that joy comes from Jesus
and is in Jesus. Nehemiah 8:10 reminds us of some of the things we can do when we rejoice:
“Go and celebrate with a feast of choice foods and sweet drinks, and share gifts of food with
people who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don’t be dejected
and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” The great thing about me being a Christian
is that it is not just about myself anymore or my welfare alone but it is always about caring
for others as well and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Prayer: God, | ask that You help me to trust in You more so that | will continue to experience
the joy of the Lord which shall strengthen me and give me the peace to carry on living the
Christian life. | pray that I will consciously look out and care for others within my midst. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Monday 21 June 2021

BOTH GLAD AND SAD IN HEAVEN

Pastor Soong Kok Kee

Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

There’s an old legend about three men who were crossing a desert on horseback at night. As
they approached a dry creek bed, they heard a voice commanding them to dismount, pick up
some pebbles, put them in their pockets, and not look at them till the next morning. The men
were promised that if they obeyed they would be both glad and sad. After they did as they
were told, the three mounted their horses and went on their way.

As the first streak of dawn began to spread across the sky, the men reached into their pockets
to pull out their pebbles. To their great surprise, they had been transformed into diamonds,
rubies, and other precious gems. It was then that they realized the significance of the promise
that they would both be glad and sad. They were happy that they had picked up as many
pebbles as they did, but sorry — so sorry — that they had not collected more.

I wonder if we will have a similar feeling when we get to heaven. We will definitely be
happy for the treasures we laid up in heaven while on earth, and joyful for the rewards Christ
will give us. But we will also experience regrets for not having done more to serve Him while
we were here on earth. What are some of the heavenly treasures we can store up for ourselves
while we are still here on earth?

William Hendriksen said these heavenly treasures are moth-proof, rust-proof, and burglar-
proof and they will endure forever in all their sparkling luster, as the irremovable possession
of the children of our Heavenly Father:

A faithfulness that will never be removed (Psalm 89:33; 138:8);
A life that will never end (John 3: 16);

A spring of water that will never cease to bubble up within the one who drinks of it (John
4:14);

A gift that will never be lost (John 6:37, 39);

A hand out of which the Good Shepherd’s sheep will never be snatched (John 10:28);
A chain that will never be broken (Romans 8: 29, 30);

A love from which we shall never be separated (Romans 8:39);

A calling that will never be revoked (Romans 11:29);

A foundation that will never be destroyed (2 Tim 2: 19); and

An inheritance that will never fade out (1 Peter 1:4, 5).



For those of you reading this who have not yet received Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, you
too can have all the above treasures. | urge you to receive Jesus soonest and will be praying
for you.

We praise our Lord that as His children, we already have all those treasures bestowed upon
us. Truly, where our treasure is, there will also be our heart. Let us remind ourselves as
children of God not to spend all our time to gather earthly treasure such as gold, or jewels
which will just be construction materials we will walk on in heaven! (foundation stones,
street of pure gold... Rev 21:18-21). The treasure is Jesus and His people that He died to
bring to His heavenly abode. Let us invest our money, time, and talents in Him — then you
will be storing up treasures in heaven. Doing good to others in love with the right motivation
is what we should pursue every day of our lives till our good Lord calls us home, especially
in times like this. Then and only then will we not have any regrets when we get to heaven,
and like the apostle Paul, can proudly say: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim 4:7).

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thanks for reminding us not just to spend all our time in pursuing
earthly treasures while neglecting heavenly treasures. Help us to spend time to love and care
for people and bring them into your Kingdom. In Jesus precious name we pray AMEN.
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Tuesday, 22 June 2021

Title: Biblical Worship

By: Cecilia Tan

John 4:23-24 “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him.
God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Biblical worship is the act of giving God the adoration, reverence and homage that is due to
Him. We are to worship the God of the Bible, the one true God who declares in Isaiah 45:5 “I
am the Lord, and there is no other” as well as in Exodus 3:6 “I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”

Why do we worship God? Firstly, it is God’s command. God has made us for fellowship with
Him and with others. We are wired for worship and if we do not worship Him we would be
worshiping something else. Since the highest good can only come out of our worshiping Him,
He has commanded us to do it. When our Lord Jesus was tempted by Satan to worship him,
Jesus rebuked him, saying “Be gone, Satan! For it is written: “You shall worship the Lord
your God and Him only shall you serve.”” (Matthew 4:10)

Secondly, God is worthy of the highest honour and praise as stated in Revelation 4:11 “You
are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honour and power.”

Thirdly, worship is good for us as mentioned in 2 Corinthians 3:18

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the
Spirit.”

When should we worship God? Any time is a good time as declared by the psalmist in Psalm
34:1 “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.”

Where should we worship God? God is spirit. The entire universe belongs to Him and He is
present everywhere. Hence we can worship Him anywhere as He is not limited to one
location. We can now appear before His throne of grace at any time or place because of the
finished work of Christ on the cross.

How should we worship God? We are to worship in spirit and in truth as taught by Jesus in
John 4:24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Worship in spirit means not just worshiping God in outward motions, but worshiping Him
from the heart by submitting one’s inner self to God. Worship in truth means worshiping the
true God — the God revealed in the Bible through Jesus Christ.

We are also to worship God in our lifestyle as instructed by Apostle Paul in Romans 12:1-2
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

As true worshipers our over-riding desire should be to live a lifestyle of willing obedience to
God’s commands. We use our bodies to serve and obey God. We use our minds to study
God’s Word and be renewed and transformed to live a life pleasing to God.



Hence true worship is a much deeper concept than mere corporate singing and praise on
Sundays. True worship is a matter of the heart expressed through a lifestyle of holiness,
wholehearted commitment to God, thankfulness, good stewardship and sacrificial service. As
true worshipers we desire to give God all that we are, loving and glorifying Him with all of
our heart, soul, mind and strength.

Where are we in the worship spectrum? Are we reluctant worshipers or dutiful worshipers or
wholehearted worshipers?

( Adapted from the sermon “Biblical Worship” by Dr Tony Foo delivered in PBC on 6 June
2021.)

Prayer:

Our Heavenly Father, forgive us for using our Sunday worship service as the only time of the
week that we worship You. Your Son, our Lord Jesus has taught us that true worship is not
merely an external activity but an intimate and vital encounter with You, the only true and
living God. Help us to be true worshipers, worshiping you in spirit and in truth, throughout
the whole week, that our lives may reflect the glory of Your Son, our Lord Jesus, in whose
name we pray. Amen.
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Wednesday, 23 June 2021

Title: Jesus the Surgeon

By Wong King Wai

Luke 5:31-32 — Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who needs a doctor, but the sick. I
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

In Luke 5 verses 27 to 32, we see Jesus asking Levi, also known as Matthew, to follow him.
Levi/Matthew was a tax collector and obeyed Jesus’ call. Levi/Matthew also had a banquet
where he invited his friends, mostly tax collectors, to come and meet Jesus. The Pharisees
and the teachers of the law complained to Jesus’ disciples (v30b), “Why do you eat and drink
with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”” And we then hear Jesus say the above lines.

Not many of us have had dramatic conversions like Levi/Matthew. His conversion may seem
like a sudden thing as we read in this passage but it speaks volumes about how Jesus knows
the heart of a sick man.

Some of us may have done bad things, so bad in fact that we feel there is no hope for
redemption or salvation. Some things may have been said and done that cannot be reversed
and the sense of condemnation always hangs over us. Sometimes, the physical markings or
the looks by certain people or just their presence can trigger a deep sense of shame and
revulsion.

That could be the case for Levi/Matthew, after having lived a life of sin, being in a despised
profession. Maybe he wanted to change but couldn’t see any way to turn his life around. Then
Jesus came and provided THE way out of a life of sin and spiritual sickness.

Jesus came to save the sinner and heal the spiritually sick. He is able to excise the malignant
growth of sin with deft hands and bring healing to the once diseased area. The only way for
Him to do that is if we surrender to Him, and let Him diagnose us with His love and all
knowing knowledge, and accept His ministrations.

While salvation is instant, the surgery and recovery process can take time. The searching and
discovery of the issue and later medication and the physiotherapy may not be easy but we
know that we are not alone in our recovery. We have the Holy Spirit to comfort us and guide
us, and we have the church, the family of God, to provide community and support.

Do not be afraid to come before God if you need saving from sin and spiritual healing. The
healer of the soul is always waiting for you.

PRAYER: My heavenly Father. Forgive me for being arrogant or proud, for not coming
before You with my issues of sin and struggle. I am tired of trying to figure it all out. Heal me
and set me free, for | cannot find peace or rest without Your grace and love. Thank You for
healing my soul. Teach me to be gracious and loving to others so that they may be
encouraged and supported. Thank You for everything. In Jesus name, | pray, AMEN.
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Thursday 24th June 2021

Title: God is Spirit (John 4:24a)

By Choong Yoon Tong

God is Spirit! O what a sublime yet fundamental truth that Jesus reveals. God is not a
material being but the Creator of all things. Without a body, dimension nor physical
corporeality, God’s omnipresence fills the heavens and the earth, pervading, governing and
upholding all things. Heaven is His throne and the earth His footstool. He dwells not in man-
made temples nor in the idols that man has crafted. The earth could not contain His infinite
presence nor could our minds fully appreciate the mystery of His spiritual wonders.

God is Spirit! The power and work of the Spirit are beyond our imagination. The eternal
Spirit created all things and man in His likeness. He descends like a dove and appears in
tongue of fire. He speaks to the faithful and empowers the feeble. He teaches the truth,
reveals mystery and gives gifts. Humbly we admit, His triune being of Father, Son and Holy
Spirit is inexplicable in human wisdom.

God is Spirit! His presence is invisible to our eyes. His personality transcends all
conceptions. His being is beyond our finite knowledge and our carnal senses. Like the
mystery of the wind that we know little yet it is the breath of life that kindles our souls to
seek Him. By Your grace, O Lord Jesus, we are made partakers of the divine nature. O how
wonderful it is that the omnipotent Spirit that fills the universe also dwells in our bodies.
Praise the Lord that our spirits can commune with Him anytime, anywhere and under all
circumstances. It is so amazing that His indwelling Holy Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God.

Prayer

Lord, I thank Thee, for I am wonderfully made in Your image, embedded with a spirit that
seeks You, and blessed with an indwelling Holy Spirit that binds me to You for eternity. |
will worship You in spirit and in truth forever and ever. Amen.
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Friday, 25 June 2021

Christian life and Worldview

By : Sally Cheong

Jesus said, ” I AM THE TRUTH ” John 14:6

How a person understands the character of GOD determines how he or she lives. If GOD is in
your consciousness and mind, then how you reflect upon life and all that is happening to you
and around you will be from a GOD-centered worldview.

In today’s culture, there is a crisis of unprecedented magnitude regarding the most
fundamental of human intelligence — what is the truth?

The world says, “truth is a matter of perception. What is the truth to you may not be the truth
to me. There is no such thing as objective truth. Whether GOD exists or not, it is up to you.”

RC Sproul said, ” if GOD exists, all the world’s unbelief does not have the power to destroy
His existence. And if GOD does not exist, we can pray till we turn blue but we will not have
the power to conjure Him into being.”

Our soul pines for the Truth in a world of lies and deceptions. We cannot make sense of what
is happening anymore. Where is all this going to end up?

We want real people, real love, real relationships and real solutions to problems. We want
people to mean what they say and say what they mean.

People are not what they seem to be and love is often a shallow sentiment. “I love you” is
spoken without commitment. Everything is for the moment in time. Nothing lasts.

Into this dying world of illusions and disappointments, comes the reassuring words of our
Lord Jesus, ” I AM THE TRUTH.”

GOD sent Christ into this world to tell us He loves us — that our lives have meaning on earth.
We are pilgrims on a journey to a far better world beyond this. And the door to heaven is
opened through the Cross to all who believe. That is the truth.

Man has a beginning. Genesis tells us where we came from. We need no longer ask, “Who
am [ 7 Why am I here? What is the meaning of my life?”

All the stars in the sky and the wonder of nature in all its glory, all birds of the air and
creatures in the deep seas and on land were created by GOD. For whom you ask? For man.
Why? Because He loves whom He has created. That is the truth.

Though man has fallen, GOD has not. Though all seems lost, it is not. For GOD has a new
Heaven and new Earth planned for man, a world where there is no more suffering, no more
pain, no more sin and no more death. That is the truth.

Prayer:

O Father in Heaven, how far | have drifted from you that | needed to hear your words again
to me today — that You love me and that | belong to You and none can pluck me out of Your
Hand.

Lift my spirit up to the heavenly places and set my feet on higher ground that I may be near
You, my Lord and my GOD.

Wipe the tears from my eyes for | have cried much of late in sorrow and despondency amidst
depth of loneliness I have not felt before in a very long time. Send the refreshing showers



from heaven upon my soul, O my Lord. | await with great anticipation of receiving them for |
ask this in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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26th June 2021, Saturday

Title: Do not be afraid, only believe

Author: Pastor Andrew Lim Kim Yee

Translator: Margaret Ong

Whether you like it or not, we are all living in fear. Right from infancy when we can express
ourselves, until we leave the world, it is inevitable that we will often be afraid. The hardships
of life, physical illnesses, so on and so forth, always makes us worry and haunts us with fear.
Some of those fears we have learned to overcome, but there are some terrors, there is nothing
we can do about them.

We are afraid of many things: afraid of choices, afraid of decisions, afraid of aging, afraid of
not being beautiful or young anymore, afraid of getting sick, afraid of being criticized, afraid
of not being able to lose, afraid of darkness, afraid of ghosts, afraid of comparing with others,
afraid of conflict with others, fear of suffering losses, fear of losing relatives and friends, fear
of less living days, fear of death, etc.

Jesus said: Do not be afraid; only believe.

What does that mean? What does that have to do with me?

There was a man named Jairus, whose daughter was at the point of death. He was so helpless
that he begged Jesus for healing. So Jesus went with him. While He was on the way, someone
came from his house and said, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the Teacher any further?”
How would you have reacted if you were Jairus? Thus far, Jairus has only heard about what
Jesus had done by the hearing of the ear, and he believed in His ability so much so that he
was certain that his daughter would be healed by Jesus. However, his confidence was
immediately severely challenged. His daughter was dead, and everything seemed too late. No
matter how remarkable Jesus’ healing power was, there could be no way to solve the
problem. The pain of bereavement completely shattered his faith.

Knowing the fear and despair of Jairus, the Lord Jesus said to the desperate father: “Do not
be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” Jesus could have been holding his hand
or embracing his shoulder as He accompanied this grief-stricken father.

Today, Jesus also embraces us, walks us through the most difficult moments of life, and leads
us through the dark valley of death.

In the eyes of non-believers, “Do not be afraid; only believe! ” sounds silly and ridiculous,
but we can still choose to believe in Him and obey Him. Whenever you are scared, just raise
your head and declare, “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You.” Jesus was able to raise
Jairus’ daughter from the dead 2000 years ago, and Jesus says to you today: “Do not be
afraid, only believe! Entrust God with your fears, your troubles, your pressures, and your
worries.”

Do not be afraid to face death. Death comes, but do not be afraid, only believe! Didn’t Lord
Jesus have the power to overcome death? Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life. He
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die.”

There are 365 “Do not be afraid” recorded in the Bible. If you trust God, it is enough to
withdraw one “do not be afraid” every day.



Prayer: Lord! You know whenever | am afraid. When | tremble, | pray that you will be the
source of my strength within me, support me from behind, and carry me through every fear
and harsh environment. | admit my lack of faith, so | ask that you strengthen my faith.
Knowing your presence, no matter how difficult the situation I encounter, 1 ask that you ease
my fears and consternations. I believe that with You, I will be able to overcome all
difficulties. Pray in the holy name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.
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Remaining Calm

Abraham Verghese

Sunday, 27 June 2021

Read Mark 4 : 35 — 41 and Philippians 4 : 4 -9

Focus on Philippians 4 : 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Jesus’ twelve disciples included experienced fishermen . Violent storms on the Sea of Galilee
were not uncommon . Yet these disciples who were in the boat panicked during the
windstorm that swarmed their boat . The men’s fear may seem like a normal reaction to their
situation . However , having been with Jesus , taught by Him and seen the miracles He had
done.....should not more have been expected from them ? Jesus did and asked them why they
were so afraid and still had no faith.

Are we also not like Jesus’ disciples whereby tranquility may seem impossible during life’s
sudden crises , whether we are in the midst of an external storm or dealing with emotions that
wreak havoc with our minds . Sometimes even situations that may not be that bad , may rattle
us . Why ? We need to ask ourselves “ Do we really have faith ? “

Our God is the Omnipresent , Omnipotent and Omniscient God . He did not create us and
wander off to some a distant galaxy or parallel universe to start a new project there and left us
to the wimps and flows of chance and time. We do not believe in some god who has limited
powers or abilities and is wondering where he went wrong with his fallen creation.

Like His disciples , we are in the presence of the God who has authority over the elements
('weather and forces of nature ) and our mind . The Almighty offers us a peace that can
withstand any onslaught . If God seems far away , it is not He has who moved away from us
but we who wandered off . If we are His children ( Christians ), we have the Holy Spirit in us
and we do not need to call for the Holy Spirit to come down to us.

Many of the Psalms record David’s experiences where he displayed his childlike trust in
God . He endured turbulences — consequences of his actions and those beyond his control .
David knew that God was in control and placed himself in His loving hands. It is recorded in
Psalm 4 : 8 that David declared that he could sleep in peace because ““ You alone , O Lord
enable me to live securely “.

Praying through Philippians 4 : 7 “ Heavenly Father , may Your peace , which goes beyond
anything we can imagine , guard our thoughts and emotions through Your Son , our Lord
Jesus Christ . Amen “.
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Monday, 28 June 2021

Title: Just Say the Word

Ong Hwee Soo

Matthew 8:5-13 (Please read)

In my previous two Devotionals, we have seen Jesus’ encounters with two Gentile women;
first a Samaritan and then a Syrophoenician. In today’s text, we see Jesus’ encounter with a
Gentile man. In fact, Jesus’ first recorded encounter with Gentiles during His ministry was

with this Roman Centurion.

This passage opens with Jesus entering Capernaum (v 5). Besides being a fishing village
(where Peter’s home was, v 14), Capernaum was an important garrison town, where the
Roman government stationed an auxiliary army. Hence, it was not surprising that Jesus was
met by a centurion (v 5), an officer who had command over a hundred soldiers. But it was
shocking, to Matthew’s Jewish audience, that the Gentile came to Jesus appealing for help,
“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly .” (v 6). Roman soldiers, of
all people were hated by the Jews for their oppressive control. What is even more amazing is
Jesus’ immediate response, “I will come and heal him.” (v 7), because entering a Gentile
house would render a Jew ceremonially unclean.

The centurion, certainly familiar with the Jewish rabbinical law, felt unworthy of having
Jesus suffer such inconvenience for his sake. His statement may also reveal his own moral
guilt in the presence of Jesus, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof...” (v
8). What he said next was even more astounding, “but only say the word, and my servant will
be healed.” The centurion believed that Jesus’ word was sufficient to heal his servant. It is
significant that up to this point, there is no recorded evidence of Jesus having performed a
healing miracle at a distance or by word alone.

The centurion’s thinking was phenomenally profound. When he said, “For I too am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me, (v 9) the centurion meant that all authority belonged
to the emperor which was delegated. Thus, because he was under the emperor’s authority, his
commands carried the emperor’s power and had to be obeyed. In asking Jesus to “ just say
the word ” (NIV) and in affirming his faith that “my servant will be healed”, the centurion
openly declared his belief that Jesus too was one “under authority”.

When Jesus spoke, the full weight of God’s sovereign power enforced Christ’s decree. This is
so remarkable because it is a Gentile who was the first to acknowledge Christ’s authority in
this manner. Jesus honoured the centurion’s faith and did speak the word to heal his servant
(v 13).

In commending the centurion for his faith, Jesus proclaimed that in heaven, many Gentiles
will dine together with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (v 11) at the Messianic feast. Though the
rabbinical ruling prohibited the Jews from associating with the Gentiles, yet Christ
envisioned a day when Gentiles would dine with the Jewish Patriarchs. Incredible
inclusiveness indeed!

The centurion did not let position, pride, power or people, come between him and Jesus.
What is keeping you from coming to Christ? What is preventing you from letting others come
to His family?



Let’s emulate the faith of the centurion when we pray.

If you are not a believer in Christ yet, be encouraged to pray the words, “Lord, Save Me.”;
“Lord, Help Me”. Jesus has the power to meet your every need. For believers, let’s pray,
“Lord, Have Me.”; “Lord, Make Me”.

Let’s Live the Live, with Extraordinary Faith.

PRAYER:
Dear God, please speak Your Word into our lives, today. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN.
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Tuesday, 29 June 2021

Title: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

By: Amanda Foo

Text: Matthew 14:22-33

Many of us are familiar with the miracle of Jesus walking on water. Its significance can be
seen in its recount in three of the four gospels (Matthew 14:22-33, Mark 6:45-52 and John
6:16-24). Today, we look specifically at Matthew’s account — the only one which records
Peter’s response to the situation.

After Jesus feeds the 5,000, the disciples go before Him by boat to the other side, while Jesus
retreats to the mountain by Himself to pray. As a storm overtakes the boat in the fourth watch
of night (between 3 to 6 AM), the disciples look out and see a form approaching them in the
dark. Someone (or something) was walking towards them across the water! They cry out in
terror, to which Jesus responds, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

Staying true to his impulsive nature, Peter asks for permission to join his Master on the
waves. It is given, and Peter courageously steps out of the boat. Lo and behold, Peter is
walking on water too! Alas, it doesn’t last long as he soon gets afraid of the strong winds that
are blowing against him.

Peter had taken his eyes off Jesus and focused on the winds. Immediately after Peter’s cry for
help, Jesus reaches out and pulls him up. Jesus then said, “O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?”

Have you noticed that Peter didn’t sink like a rock in the water? It was a gradual process,
which in itself is grace extended, as this gave Peter time to cry out to Jesus. As he was
sinking, Peter quickly turned his focus back on Jesus, which delivered him out of the peril.
How often we allow life’s circumstances to overwhelm us, driving faith out of our hearts. But
it’s not too late, we can still turn our eyes back to Jesus and trust Him with our circumstances.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (ESV) says “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfector of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Only by keeping our eyes on Jesus can we endure the Christian life and have a faith that lasts
to the finish line. The life of faith has many storms, but there is an everlasting joy that awaits
us that is beyond all comparison (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Let us not be afraid to ask for God’s help to accomplish great things. When Peter asked for
permission to walk on water, Jesus said, “Come.” God is happy to empower us as we seek to
live lives that glorify Him.

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, forever and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21).

Prayer:
Jesus, we surrender our circumstances to You today. Often times we forget Lord, that You
are above all things and have overcome all things. We turn our eyes back to You O Lord, the



author and perfector of our faith. Help us to trust and obey. In Jesus’ most precious Name we
pray, Amen.
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Wednesday, 30 June 2021

Title: Lessons from a vacuum cleaner
By Dorothy Teoh

Luke 18: 1-8

| knew the pandemic and the ensuing lockdowns had been going on for too long when |
started talking to my newly-acquired robot vacuum cleaner.

“No, no, go there, there!” I found myself telling the robot the first time I used it when it kept
cleaning the same area. Not unlike how you would train a new puppy at home! In fact, the
way the robot moved around the apartment and under furniture using its sensor reminded me
of an inquisitive puppy nosing around a new place.

But as | stood there for a while watching the robot keep bumping itself against a barrier to
test it (it wasn’t a high-end model and didn’t come with a programmable route function), it
reminded me of how we can sometimes keep insisting on our own way when we have prayed
about something and God’s answer is “no”. We pray “Your will be done” when what we
really mean is “Please Lord, let my will be your will!”

The robot’s action in persisting to test the barrier to see if it could go through also brought to
mind another lesson — the need for us to be persistent in prayer.

In Luke 18: 1-8, Jesus told his disciples the parable of the persistent widow and unjust judge
to show them that they should always pray and not give up.

2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for
people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me
justice against my opponent.” 4 For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me,
I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” (Luke 18:
2-5, NRSV)

Unlike the judge in the parable, our loving Heavenly Father welcomes us with open arms.
But just as we can be guilty about praying “Your will be done” and not mean it, we can give
up too easily instead of persisting in prayer, especially when God does not seem to answer or
seems to be taking His time to do so. We are often told that God answers in three ways: yes,
no or wait. If it is ““yes” and there is a breakthrough, we rejoice and give thanks. But when it
is “no” or “wait”, we get disheartened and are tempted to give up.

In 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18, Paul exhorts his readers to “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for

you.” It can be very hard to “give thanks in all circumstances” when we or our loved ones
face illness or even bereavement, the loss of jobs and livelihood, or when relationships break
down. But all the more, that is when we need to pray!

When my robot vacuum cleaner was running low on battery, it returned to the charging
station to recharge. Let’s not wait until our own reserves run low before we turn, or return, to
God in prayer.

Prayer
Thank you, Abba Father, for the gift of prayer. It is such a privilege to be able to come before



you directly and bring our petitions, hopes, fears, and dreams before you. Help us not just to
pray without ceasing but to make every aspect of our lives, whether it’s work, personal life,

ministry or other areas, a prayer. And as we do, help us to experience the abundant life that

your beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour, promised. For in His Name we pray. Amen.
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